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CHAPTER  I. 

An  account  of  Mr.  Gamaliel  Pickle. .  . .  The  disposition 
of  his  sister  described. .  . .  He  yields  to  her  solicitations ^ 
and  retires  to  the  country. 

In  a  certain  county  of  England,  bounded  on  one 
side  by  the  sea,  and  at  tlie  distance  of  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  metropolis,  lived  Gamaliel  Picltle, 
esquire,  the  father  of  that  hero  whose  adventures 
we  purpose  to  record.  He  was  the  son  of  a  mer- 
chant in  London,  who  (like  Rome)  from  small  be- 
ginnings had  raised  himself  to  the  highest  honours 
of  the  city,  and  acquired  a  plentiful  fortune,  though , 
to  his  iutinitc  regret,  he  died  before  it  amounted  to 
a  plum,  conjuring  liis  son,  as  he  respected  the  last 
injunction  of  a  parent,  to  imitate  his  industry,  and 
adhere  to  his  maxims,  until  he  should  have  made 
up  the  deficiency,  which  was  a  sum  considerably 
less  than  titleen  thousand  pounds. 

This  pathetic  remonstrance  had  the  desired  ef- 
fect upon  his  representative,  who  spared  no  pains 
to  fulfil  the  request  of  the  deceased,  but  exerted  all 
the  capacity  with  which  nature  had  endowed  him 
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in  a  scries  of  efforts,  wliicb,  however,  did  not  suc- 
ceed ;  for,  hy  fhe  lime  he  had  been  fifteen  years  in 
trade,  he  found  himself  five  thousand  pounds  worse 
than  he  was  when  he  first  took  possession  of  his  fa- 
llier's  effects ;  a  circumstance  that  affected  him  so 
nearly,  as  to  detach  his  inclinations  from  business, 
and  induce  him  to  retire  from  the  world,  to  some 
j)lace  where  he  might  at  leisure  deplore  his  mis- 
fortunes, and  by  frugality  secure  himself  from  want 
and  the  apprehensions  of  a  jail,  with  Avhich  his 
imagination  was  incessantly  haunted.  He  was  of- 
ten heard  to  express  his  fears  of  coming  upon  the 
parish,  and  to  bless  God,  that,  on  account  of  liis 
having  been  so  long  a  housekeeper,  he  Avas  entitled 
to  that  provision.  In  short,  his  talents  were  not 
naturally  active,  and  there  was  a  sort  of  inconsist- 
ency in  his  character  ;  for,  with  all  the  desire  of 
amassing  which  any  citizen  could  possibly  enter- 
tain, he  was  encumbered  by  a  certain  indolence 
and  sluggishness  that  prevailed  over  every  inter- 
ested consideration,  and  even  hindered  him  from 
profiting  by  the  singleness  of  apprehension  and 
moderation  of  appetites,  which  have  so  frequently 
conduced  to  the  acquisition  of  immense  fortunes, — 
qualities  which  he  possessed  in  a  very  remarkable 
degree.  Nature,  in  all  probability,  had  mixed 
little  or  nothing  inflammable  in  his  composition  ; 
or,  whatever  se(>ds  of  excess  she  might  have  sown 
within  him,  were  effectually  stifled  and  destroyed 
by  the  austerity  of  his  education. 

The  sallies  of  his  youth,  far  from  being  inordi- 
nate or  criminal,  never  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
*that  decent  jollity,  which  an  extraordinary  pot, 
on  extraordinary  occasions,  may  be  supposed  to 
have  produced  in  a  club  of  sedate  book-keepers, 
whose  imaginations  were  neither  very  warm  nor 
luxuriant.  Little  subject  to  refined  sensations,  he 
was  scarce  ever  disturbed  with  violent  emotions  of 
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nny  kind.  The  passion  of  love  never  interrupted 
Ills  tranquillity;  and  if,  as  JNIr.  Creech  says  after 
Horace, 

Not  to  admire  is  all  the  art  I  know, 

To  make  men  happy,  and  to  keep  them  so, 

Mr.  Pickle  was  undoubtedly  possessed  of  that  in- 
valuable secret ;  at  least  he  was  never  known  to 
betray  the  faintest  symptom  of  transport,  except 
one  evening  at  the  club,  where  he  obserAed,  with 
some  demonstrations  of  vivacity,  that  he  had  din- 
ed upon  a  delicate  loin  of  veal. 

Notwhhstanding  this  appearance  of  phlegm,  he 
could  not  help  feeling  his  disappointments  in  trade ; 
and,  upon  the  failure  of  a  certain  underwriter,  by 
which  he  lost  five  hundred  pounds,  declared  his 
design  of  relinquishing  business,  and  retiring  to 
the  country.  In  this  resolution  he  was  comforted 
and  encouraged  by  his  only  sister  Mrs.  Grizzle, 
who  had  managed  his  family  since  the  death  of 
his  father,  and  was  now  in  the  thirtieth  year  of 
her  maidenhood,  with  a  fortune  of  live  tliousand 
pounds,  and  a  large  stock  of  economy  and  devo- 
tion. 

These  qualifications,  one  would  think,  miglit 
have  been  the  means  of  abridging  the  term  of  her 
celibacy,  as  she  never  expressed  any  aversion  to 
wedlock  ;  but  it  seems  she  was  too  delicate  in  Jier 
ehoice  to  find  a  mate  to  her  inclination  in  the  city; 
for  1  cannot  suppose  that  she  remained  so  long  un- 
solicited, though  the  charms  of  her  person  were 
not  altogether  enchanting,  nor  her  manner  over 
and  above  agreeable.  Exclusive  of  a  very  wan 
(not  to  call  it  sallow)  complexion,  which  perhaps 
was  tlie  effects  of  her  virgijiity  and  mortification, 
she  had  a  cast  in  her  eyes  that  was  not  at  all  en- 
gaging, and  such  an  extent  of  mouth,  as  no  art 
or  affectation  could  contract  into  any  proportion- 
able dimension  :  then  her  piety  was  rather  peevish 
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flian  resigned,  and  did  not  in  the  least  diminLsh  a 
c3ertain  st.jteliness  in  licr  demeanour  and  conversa- 
tion, that  deli i>li ted  in  communicating  the  import- 
ance and  honour  of  her  family,  which,  bjthe  by, 
^vas  not  (o  be  traced  two  gcneraiions  back,  by  ail 
the  poMer  of  heraldry  or  tradition. 

She  seemed  to  have  renounced  all  the  ideas  she 
had  acquired  before  her  father  served  the  otlice  of 
sheriff;  and  Ihe  era  Avhich  regulated  the  dates  of 
ail  her  observations  ^vas  the  mayoralty  of  her  papa. 
Nay,  so  solicitous  was  this  good  lady  for  the  sup- 
port and  propagation  of  the  family  name,  that, 
suppressing  every  selfish  niotiv(^,  she  actually  pre- 
vailed upon  her  brother  to  combat  with  his  own 
disjjosition,  and  even  surmount  it  so  far  as  to  de- 
clare a  passion  for  the  jjerson  whom  he  afterwards 
wedded,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel.  Indeed  she 
was  the  spur  that  instigated  him  in  all  his  extra- 
ordinary undertakings ;  and  I  question  whether 
or  not  he  would  have  been  able  to  disengage  him- 
self from  that  course  of  life  in  which  he  had  so 
long  mechanically  moved,  unless  he  had  been 
roused  and  actuated  by  her  incessant  exhortations. 
lx)ndon,  she  observed,  was  a  receptacle  of  iniqui- 
ty, where  an  honest  unsuspecting  man  was  every 
(lay  in  danger  of  falling  a  sitcrifice  to  craft :  where 
innocence  was  exposed  to  continual  temptations, 
and  virtue  eternally  jx^rsecuted  by  malice  and 
slilnder  ;  where  every  thing  was  ruled  by  caprice 
and  corruption,  and  merit  utterly  discouraged  and 
despised.  This  last  imputation  she  pronounced 
with  such  empliasis  and  chagrin,  as  plainly  de- 
noted how  far  she  considered  herself  as  an  example 
of  what  she  advanced  ;  and  really  the  charge  was 
Justified  by  the  constructions  that  were  put  upon 
her  retreat  by  her  female  friends,  who,  far  from 
imputing  it  to  the  laudable  motives  that  induced 
her,  insiiuiated,  in  sarcastic  commendations,  that 
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she  had  good  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  a  place 
where  she  had  been  so  long  overlooked  :  and  that 
it  was  certainly  her  wisest  course  to  make  her  last 
cliort  in  the  country,  where,  in  all  j)robability,  her 
talents  would  be  less  eclipsed,  and  her  fortune  more 
attractive. 

lie  this  as  it  will,  her  admonitions,,  tliought bey- 
were  powerful  enough  to  convince,  would  have 
been  insuliicient  to  overcome  the  languor  and  lis 
intntice  of  her  brother,  had  she  not  reinforced  her 
arguments,  by  calling  in  question  tlie  credit  of 
two  or  three  merchants,  with  whom  he  Avas  em- 
barked in  trade. 

Alarmed  at  these  hints  of  intelligence,  he  exert- 
ed himself  eftcctually  :  he  withdrew  Jiis  money 
from  trade,  and  laying  it  out  in  bank  stock  and 
India  bonds,  removed  to  a  house  in  the  country, 
which  his  father  had  built  near  tlie  sea-side,  ior 
the  convenience  of  carrying  on  a  certain  branch 
of  traffic  in  winch  lie  had  been  deeply  concerned. 

Here  then  iMr.  Pickle  ilxed  his  habitation  for 
life,  in  the  six-and-thirtieth  year  of  his  age  ;  and 
though  the  pangs  he  felt  at  parting  with  his  inti- 
mate companions,  and  quitting  all  his  ibrmcr  con- 
nections, were  not  quite  so  keen  as  to  produce  any 
dangerous  disorder  in  his  constitution,  he  did  not 
fad  to  be  extremely  disconcerted  at  his  fmX  en- 
trance into  a  scene  of  life  to  which  he  was  totally 
a  stranger.  A'ot  but  that  he  met  with  abundance 
of  people  in  the  country,  who,  in  consideration  of 
his  Ibriune,  courted  his  acquaintance,  and  breath- 
ed nothing  but  friendship  and  liospitality  :  jet 
even  the  trouble  of  receiving  and  returning  these 
civilities  was  an  intolerable  fatigue  to  a  man  of  his 
habits  and  disposition.  lie  therefore  left  the  care 
of  the  ceremonial  to  his  sister,  wlio  indulged  her- 
self in  all  the  pride  of  formality,  Avhiic  he  himi^clf,. 
having-  made  a  discoverv  of  a  public  house  in  tli.? 
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neighbotuhood,  went  thither  every  evcnin<T,  and 
enjoyed  his  pipe  and  cann,  beina;  very  well  satis>- 
iied  with  the  behaviour  ol'  the  landlord,  whose 
communicative  temper  was  a  great  comfort  to  his 
own  taciturnity ;  ior  he  shunned  all  su})erfluity  of 
speech  as  much  as  he  avoided  any  other  unneces- 
sary expence. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Hch  made  ucquaintcd  with  the  characters  of  Commodore 
frunnion  and  his  adherents. .  .  .  Meets  with  them  ly 
accident,  and  contracts  an  intimacy  with  that  com- 
mander. 

1  HIS  loquacious  publican  soon  gave  him  sketchey 
of  all  the  characters  in  the  county,  and,  among 
others,  described  that  of  his  next  neighbour,  Com- 
modore Trunnion,  which  was  altogether  singular 
and  odd.  *  The  commodore  and  your  worship,* 
said  he,  '  will  in  a  short  time  be  hand  and  glove : 
he  has  a  power  of  money,  and  spends  it  like  a 
prince,  that  is,  in  his  own  way ;  for,  to  be  sure,  he 
is  a  little  humoursome,  as  the  saying  is,  and  swears 
woundily,  thougli  I'll  be  sAvorn  he  means  no  more 
harm  than  a  sucking  babe.  Lord  help  us !  it  will 
do  your  honour's  heart  good  to  hear  him  tell  a 
story,  as  how  he  lay  alongside  of  the  French,  ywrd- 
arni  and  yard-arm,  board  and  board,  and  of  heav- 
ing grapplings,  and  stinkpots,  and  grapes,  and 
jound  and  double-headed  partridges,  crows  and 
carters — Land  have  mercy  upon  us  !  he  has  been 
a  great  warrior  in  his  time,  and  lost  an  eye  and  a 
heel  in  the  service.  Then  he  does  not  live  like  any 
other  christian  land-man,  but  keeps  garrison  in  his 
house,  as  if  he  were  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies, 
and  makes  his  servants  turn  out  in  the  night,  watch 
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and  watch  (as  he  calls  it),  all  the  year  round.  His 
habitation  is  defended  by  a  ditch,  over  which  he 
has  laid  a  dniw-biidge,  and  plant<'d  his  court- 
yard with  patereroes  continually  loaded  withsliot, 
under  the  direction  of  one  Mr.  Hatchway,  who 
had  one  of  his  legs  shot  away,  while  he  acted  as 
lieutenant  on-board  the  commodore's  ship:  and 
now  being  on  half  pay,  lives  with  him  as  hiscom- 
])anion.  ITie  lieutenant  is  a  very  brave  man,  a 
great  joker,  and,  as  the  saying  is,  hath  got  the 
length  of  his  commander's  ibot ;  though  he  has 
another  favourite  in  the  house,  called  Tom  Pipes, 
that  was  his  boatswain's  mate,  and  now  keeps  the 
servants  in  order.  Tom  is  a  man  of  few  words, 
but  an  excellent  hand  at  a  song,  hussle-cap,  and 
chuck-farthing.  Concerning  the  boatswain's 
Avhisdcjthere  is  not  such  another  pipe  in  the  county, 
bio  that  the  commodore  lives  very  happ3'  in  his  o v.n 
manner;  thof  he  be  sometimes  thrown  into  peril- 
ous passions  and  quandaries,  by  the  application 
of  his  poor  kinsmen,  whom  he  can't  abide,  because 
as  how  some  of  them  were  the  first  occasion  of  his 
going  to  sca»  Then  he  sweats  with  agony  at  the 
sight  of  an  attorney  ;  just  for  all  the  world,  as  some 
people  have  an  antipathy  to  a  cat :  for  it  seems  ho 
M  as  once  at  law  for  striking  one  of  his  officers,  and 
cast  in  a  swinging  sum.  He  is  moreover  exceed- 
itiglj'  afflicted  with  goblins  that  disturb  his  rest, 
and  keep  such  a  racket  in  his  house,  that  yoii 
would  think  (God  bless  us!)  all  the  devils  in  hell 
had  broke  loose  upon  him.  It  was  no  longer  ago 
than  last  year  about  this  time,  that  he  was  tor- 
mented the  livelong  night  by  two  mischievous 
sj>irits  that  got  into  his  chamber,  and  played  a 
thousand  pninks  about  his  hammock  (for  there  is 
not  one  bed  within  his  walls).  Well,  Sir,  he  runi^ 
his  bell,  called  up  all  his  servants,  got  lights,  and 
made  a  thorough  search;  but  the  devil  a  aobliiu 
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was  to  be  found.  He  liad  no  sooner  turned  in 
aj^ain,  and  llie  rest  of  the  family  gone  to  sleep,  _ 
than  tlic  foul  fiends  began  their  game  anew.  The 
commodore  got  up  in  the  dark,  drew  his  cutlass, 
and  attacked  them  both  so  manfully,  that,  at  five 
minutes,  every  thing  in  the  apartment  went  to 
pieces.  The  lieutenant,  hearing  the  noise,  came 
to  his  assistance.  Tom  Pipes,  being  told  \^liat 
was  the  matter,  lighted  his  match ^and,  going 
down  to  tlie  jard,  tired  all  the  patereroes  as  sig- 
nals of  distress.  AVell,  to  be  nure,  the  whole  pa- 
rish was  in  a  pucker:  some  thought  the  French 
Lad  landed;  others  imagined  the  commodore's 
house  was  beset  by  thieves ;  for  my  own  part, 
I  called  up  two  dragoons  that  are  quartered  upon 
me ;  and  they  swore,  with  deadly  oaths,  it  was  a 
gang  of  smugglers  engaged  with  a  party  of  their 
regiment  that  lies  in  the  next  village  ;  and  mount- 
ing their  horses,  like  lusty  fellows,  rode  up  into  the 
coimtry  as  fast  as  their  beasts  could  cany  thera. 
Ah,  master,  these  are  hard  times,  when  an  indus- 
trious l)oc!y  cannot  earn  his  bread  without  fear  of 
the  gallows.  Your  worsJiip's  father  (God  rest  his 
soul)!  v.asa  good  gentleman,  and  as  well  respect- 
ed in  tliis  parish  as  e'er  a  he  that  walks  upon  neat's 
leatbrr.  And  if  your  honour  should  want  a 
small  parcel  of  flue  tea,  or  a  few  ankers  of  right 
Nants,  I'll  be  bound  you  shall  be  furnished  to  your 
heart's  content.  But,  as  I  was  saying,  the  hub- 
bub continued  till  morning,  wheuthe  parson  being 
sent  for,  conjured  the  spirits  into  the  lied  s<'a; 
and  llie  liousc  has  been  pretty  quiet  ever  since. 
True  it  is,  Mr.  Hat*  li way  makes  a  mock  of  the 
whole  affair;  and  lohl  his  commander  iu  this  very 
blessed  s^pot,  that  the  two  goblins  were  no  other 
than  a  couple  of  jackdaws  Mhich  had  lallen  down 
the  chimney,  and  made  a  flapping  with  their 
wings  up  and  down  the  apartuieut.     IJutthe  com* 
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modore,  wlio  is  very  choleric,   and  does  not  like 

y  (o  bo  jeered,  fell  into  a  main  high  passion,  and 
stormed  like  a  perfect  hurricane,  swearing-  that  he 
knew  a  devil  from  a  jackdaw  as  well  as  e'er  a  man 
in  the  three  kin.<ifdoms.  He  owned,  indeed,  that 
<he  birds  were  found,  but  denied  that  they  were 
tile  occasion  of  the  uproar.  For  tny  own  part, 
master,  I  believe  much  may  be  said  on  both  sid(?s 
of  the  question,  thof,  to  be  sure,  the  devd  is  al- 

■VyWays  gouig  about,  as  the  saying  is.' 

This  circumstantial  account,  extraordinary  as 
it  was,  never  altered  one  feature  in  the  countenance 
of  Mr.  Pickle,  who,  having  heard  it  to  an  end, 
took  the  pipe  from  his  mouth,  saying,  with  a 
look  of  intinite  siiga^iiy  and  deliberation, — '  [  do 
suppose  he  is  of  the  Cornish  Trunnions.  What 
sort  of  a  woman  is  his  spouse?'    '  Spouse  I'  cried 

vthe  other,  'odds  heart!  1  don't  think  he  would 
marry  the  queen  of  Sheba.  Lack-a-day!  Sir,  he 
won't  sutler  his  own  maids  to  lie  in  the  garrison, 
but  turns  them  into  an  out-house  every  night  be- 
fore the  watch  is  set.  Bless  your  honour's  soul, 
he  is,  as  it  were,  a  very  oddislv  kind  of  a  gentle- 
man. Your  worship  would  have  seen  him  before 
now ;  for  when  he  is  well,  he  and  my  good  Mas- 
ter  Hatchway  come  hither  eVery  evening,    and 

V  drink  a  couple  of  canns  of  rumbo  apiece;  but  he 
lias  been  confiiu^d  to  his  house  this  fortnight  by  a 
plaguy  fit  of  the  gout,  whicli,  I'll  assure  youi' 
worship,  is  a  good  penny  out  of  my  pocket.' 

At  that  instant,  Mr.  Pickle's  ears  were  saluted 
with  such  a  strange  noise,  as  even  discoraposc<i 
the  muscles  of  his  face,  Vr  hich  gave  evuigiit  jndi- 
cationsofalarm.  This  conlpositioa  of  notes,  at  m'st, 
resembled  the  crying  of  quails  and  croakingof  ;jull- 
frogs  ;  but,  as  it  approached  nearer,  he  could 
distinguish  articulate  sounds  p>onounced  with  great 
violence,  in  such  a  cadence  as  one  would  expect 
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to  hear  from  a  human  creature  scolding  througfi- 
the  organs  of  an  ass./  It  Mas  neither  speaking  nor 
bra jiisg,  but  a  surprising  mixture  of  both,  cm- 
ployed  in  the  ^utterance  of  terms  absolutely  unin- 
telligible to  our  Avondering  merchant,  who  had  just 
opened  his  mouth  to  esLpicss  his  curiosity,  Avheu 
Ihe  landlord,  starting  up  at  the  well-known  sound, 
cried,  '  Odds  nigers!  there  is  the  commodore 
with  his  company,  as  sure  as  I  live;'  and  with 
his  apron  began  to  wipe  the  dust  off  an  elbow  chaip-' 
placed  at  one  side  of  the  fire,  and  kept  sacred  for 
the  ease  and  convenience"  of  this  infirm  command-- 
er.  While  he  was  thus  occupied,  a  voice  still 
more  uncouth  than  the  former,  bauled  aloud, 
*  Ho!  the  house,  a  hoy !'  Upon  which  the  pub- 
lican, clapping  a  hand  to  each  side  of  his  head, 
with  his  thumbs  fixed  to  his  ears,  rebellowetl  in 
the  same  tone,  which  he  had  learned  to  imitate, 
'  hilloah^'  The  voice  again  exclaimed,  *  have 
you  got  any  attornies  aboard?'  and  when  the 
landlord  replied,  '  no,  no,'  this  man  of  strange 
expectation  came  in,  supported  by  his  two  de- 
pendents, and  di^layed  a  figure  every  way  an- 
swerable to  the  oddity  of  his  character,^  He  was 
in  stature  at  least  six  feet  high,  though  he  had 
contracted  a  habit  of  stooping,  by  living  so  long 
on-board ;  his  complexion  Avas  tawny,  and  his 
aspect  rendered  hideous  by  a  large  scar  across  his^ 
nose,  and  a  patch  that  covered  the  place  of  one 
eye.  Being  seated  in  his  chair  with  great  formal- 
ity, the  landlord  complimented  him  upon  his  be- 
ing able  to  come  abroad  again  ;  and  having,  in  a 
whisper,  communicated  the  name  of  his  fellow 
guest,  whom  the  commodore  already  knew  by  re- 
port, went  to  prepare,  with  all  imaginable  dis- 
patch, the  first  allowance  of  his  favourite  liquor, 
in  three  separate  canns  (for  each  was  accommo- 
dated with  his  own  portion  apart),  while  the  lieu- 
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lonant  sat  clown  on  the  blind  sidcofliis  commander: 
and  Tom  Pipes,  knowing liis  distance,  with  great 
modesty,  took  his  station  in  the  mur.  After  a  pause 
orsomeminutts,  (he  conversation  was  begun  by 
this  ferocious  chief,  who,  fixing  his  eye  upon  the 
lieutenant  with  a  sternness  of  countenance  not  to  be 
describee!,  addressed  him  in  these  words,  '  damn 
myeyes !  Hatclnvay,  I  always  took  you  to  beabet- 
ter  seaman  than  to  overset  our  chaise  in  such. fair 
weather.  Blood !  did'nt  I  tell  you  we  were  running/' 
bump  ashore,  and  bid  yon  set  in  the  lee-brace,v^ 
and  haul  ujion  a  wind  r'  '  Yes,'  (replied  the  other, 
with  anarch  sneer),  '  I  do  confess  as  how  you  did 
give  such  orders,  after  you  had  run  us  foul  of  a 
post,  so  as  that  the  carriage  lay  along,  and  coiild 
not  right  herself.'  '  I  run  you  foul  of  a  post!' 
cried  the  commander;  '  damn  my  heart!  you're  a 
pretty  dog,  an't  you,  to  tell  me  so  aboveboard  to 
my  face  ?  Did  I  take  charge  of  the  chaise  ?  Did  I 
stand  at  the  helm  r'  '  No,'  answered  Hatchway, 
*  I  must  confess  you  did  not  steer ;  but  howsomever, 
you  cunned  all  the  way,  and  so,  as  you  could  not 
see  how  the  land  lay,  being  blind  of  your  larboard 
eye,  we  were  fast  asJiore,  before  you  knew  any 
thing  of  the  matter.  Pipes,  who  stood  abaft,  can 
testify  the  truth  of  what  I  say.'  '  Damn  my 
limbs!'  resumed  the  commodore,  '  I  don't  value 
what  you  or  Pipes  say  a  rope  yarn.  You're  a 
couple  of  mutinous — I'll  say  no  more;  but  you 
shan't  run  your  rig  upon  me,  damn  ye.  1  am 
the  man  that  learnt  you,  Jack  Hatchway,  to  splice  ; 
a  rope,  and  raise  a  perpendicular.' 

The  lieutenant,  who  was  perfectly  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  trim  of  his  captain,  did  not  choose  to 
carry  on  the  altercatioii  any  fiirtlier;  but  taking 
up  his  cann,  drank  to  the  health  of  the  stranger, 
who  very  courteously  returned  the  compliment, 
without,  however,  presuming  to  join  in  the  con- - 
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versatlon,  >vhich  suffered  a  coiisideiabk  pause. 
During-  this  interruption,  Mr.  Hatchway's  wit  dis" 
plajed  itfccll"  in  .several  practical  jokes  upon  the 
coramodore,  with  whom,  he  knew,  it  was  danger- 
ous to  tamper  in  any  other  way.  Being  without 
the  sphere  of  his  vision,  he  securely  pilfered  his 
tobacco,  drank  his  runibo,  made  wry  faces,  and 
(to  use  the  vulgar  plirase)  cocked  liis  eye  at  him, 
to  the  no  small  entertaimncnt  of  tiie  spectators, 
Mr.  Pickle  liimself  not  excepted,  who  gave  evident 
tokens  of  uncommon  satisfaction  at  the  dexterity  of 
this  marine  pantomime. 

Meanwiiile,  the  captain's  choler  gradually  sub- 
sitlcil,  and  he  was  pleased  to  desire  Hatchway,  by 
the  familiar  and  friendly  diminutive  of  Jack,  to  read 
a  newspaper  that  lay  on  the  table  before  him.  This 
insk  w  as  accordingly  undertaken  by  the  lame  lieute- 
nant,w  ho,  among  other  paragraphs,  read  that  which 
follows,  with  an  elevation  of  voice  that  seemed 
to  pjX)gnosticate  something  extraordinary  :  '  We 
are  iniormed,  that  Admiral  Bower  will  very  sooa 
be  created  a  Ijritish  peer,  for  his  eminent  services 
during  the  war,  paiticularly  in  his-  late  engage- 
ment with  the  French  fleet.'  Trunnion  was  thuur 
c'erstruck  at  this  piece  of  intelligence.  The  mug 
dropjM  d  from  his  hand,  and  shivered  into  a  thou- 
sand pieces ;  his  eye  glistened  like  that  of  a  rattle- 
snake, and  some  minutes  elapsed  before  he  could 
;  pronounce,  '  avast !  overhaul  that  article  again.' 
'  It  was  no  sooner  read  the  second  time,  than  smit- 
ing lh(;  table  with  his  fist,  he  started  up,  and  with 
themost  violent  emphasis  of  rage  and  indignation, 
exclaimed,  '  damn  my  heart  and  liver!  'tis  a 
land  lie,  d'ye  see ;  and  I  will  maintain  it  to  be  a 
lie,  from  the  sprit-sad  yard  to  the  mizen-top-sail 
haulyards!  Blood  and  thunder !  Will  Bower  a 
peer  of  this  realm  !  a  fellow  of  yesterday,  that 
Bco.Tce  knows  a  mastfiom  a  manger :  a  snottv  nose 
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hoy,  whom  I  myself  have  ordered  to  the  gun,  for 
slealiii<i^  eggs  out  of  the  hencoops!  and  f,  Ilauser 
Trt: union,  who  commanded  a  ship  before  he  could 
Jkeep  a  reckoning,  am  laid  aside,  d'ye  see,  and 
forgotten !  If  so  be,  as  this  be  the  case,  there  is  a 
.  rotten  plank  in  our  constitution,  which  ought  to  be 
/hove  down  and  repaired,  damn  my  eyes !  For  my 
own  part,  d'ye  see,  I  Avas  none  of  your  Guinea 
pigs;  1  did  not  rise  in  the  service  by  parliament- 
coring  interest,  or  a  handsome  b —  of  a  wife.  I 
was  not  hoisted  over  the  bellies  of  better  men,  nor 
strutted  athwart  the  quarter-deck  in  a  laced  dou- 
blet, and  thingumbobs  at  the  wrists.  Damn  my 
limbs!  I  have  been  a  hard-working  man,  and 
served  all  ollices  on-board  from  cook's  shifter  to  i, 
the  command  of  a  vessel.  Here,  you  Tunley,  ?  \ 
there's  the  hand  of  a  seaman,  you  dog.'  So  say- 
ing, he  laid  hold  on  the  landlord's  fist,  and  honour- 
ed him  w  ith  such  a  squeeze,  as  compelled  him  to 
roar  with  great  vociferation,  to  the  infinite  satis- 
faction of  the  commodore,  whose  features  were  a 
little  unbended,  by  this  acknowledgement  of  his 
vigour ;  and  he  thus  proceeded  in  a  less  outrage?* 
ous  strain, — '  Tlioy  make  a  damned  noise  about 
this  engagement  with  the  French  ;  but,  egad!  it 
it  was  no  more  than  a  bumboatbattk',  in  compari- 
son with  some  that  1  have  seen.  There  was  old 
Rook  and  Jennings,  and  atiothev  whom  Fll  be 
damned  before  I  name,  that  knew  what  fighting 
was.  As  for  my  own  share,  d'ye  see,  I  am  none 
of  those  that  hollow  in  their  own  commendation; 
but  if  so  be  that  1  were  minded  to  stand  my.  own 
trumpeter,  some  of  those  httle  fellows  that  hold 
their  heads  so  high,  would  be  taken  all  aback,  as 
t)ie  saying  is ;  they  would  be  ashanietl  to  sliew 
their  colours,  daiiui  my  eyes !  I  once  lay  eight 
glasses  along-side  of  the  Flour  de  Louse,  a  French 
man  of  war,  thougli  her  metal  was  heavicr>  and 
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her  complement  larger  bj  an  hundred  hands  than 
mine.  You,  Jack  Hatchway,  damn  ye,  what 
d'ye  grin  at?  d'ye  think  I  tell  a  story,  because 
you  never  heard  it  before  ?' 

*  Why,  look  ye,  Sir,  answered  the  lieutenant, 
1  am  glad  to  find  you  can  stand  your  own  trum- 
peter on  occasion ;  thof  I  wish  you  would  change 
the  tune ;  for  that  is  the  same  you  have  been  pip- 
ing every  Avatch  for  these  ten  months  past.  Tun- 
ley  himself  will  tell  you,  he  has  heard  it  five  hun- 
dred times.'  '  God  forgive  you,  Mr.  Hatchway,' 
said  the  landlord,  interrupting  him;  'as  I'm  an 
honest  man  and  a  housekeeper,  I  never  heard  a 
syllab  of  the  matter.' 

This  declaration,  though  not  strictly  true,  was 
extremely  agreeable  to  Mr.  Trunnion,  who,  witli 
an  air  of  triumph,  observed  ;  '  aha!  Jack,  I 
thought  I  should  bring  you  up,  with  your  jibes 
and  your  jokes ;  but  suppose  you  had  heard  it  be- 
fore, is  that  any  reason  why  it  should'nt  be  told"^ 
to  another  person  ?  There's  the  stranger,  belike  he 
has  heard  it  five  hundred  times  too;  han't  you, 
brother?'  addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Pickle;  who 
replied,  with  o,  look  expressing  curiosity,  '  no, 
never,'  he  thus  went  on: — '  Well,  you -seem  to 
be  an  honest  quiet  sort  of  a  man ;  and  therefore 
you  must  know,  as  I  said  Ix'fore,  I  fell  in  with  a 
French  man  of  war,  Cape  Finisterre  bearing  about 

>    six  leagues  on  the  weather  bow,   and  the  chase 
three  leagues  to  leeward,  going  before  the  wind; 

— \  whereupon  I  set  my  studding  sails,  and,  coming 
up.  with  her,  hoisted  my  jack  and  ensign,  and 
poured  in  a  whole  broadside,  before  you  could 
count  three  rattlins,  in  the  mizon  shrouds ;  for  I 
always  keep  a  good  look-out,  and  love  to  have  the 
first  fire.'  '  That  Til  be  sworn,  said  Hatchway ; 
for  the  day  we  made  the  Triumph,  you  ordered 
^    the  men  to  fire  when  she  was  huil-tO;  by  the  same 
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token  wo  below  pointed  the  guns  at  a  flight  of  gulls; 
ana  1  won  a  cann  of  punch  from  the  gunner,  by 
killing  the  first  bird.'  Exai>perated  at  this  sar- 
casm, he  replied  with  great  vehemence, — *  you 
lie,  lubber !  damn  your  bones !  what  business  have 
you  to  come  always  athwart  my  hausein  this  man- 
ner ?  You,  Pipes,  was  uport  deck,  and  can  bear 
witness,  whether  or  not  I  fired  too  soon.  Speak, 
you  blood  of  a  — ,  and  that  upon  the  Avord  of  a 
seaman ;  how  did  the  chase  bear  of  us,  when  I 
gave  orders  to  fire?' 

Pipes,  who  had  hitherto  sat  silent,  being  thus 
calletl  upon  to  give  his  evidence,  after  divers 
strange  gesticulations,  opened  his  mouth  like  a 
gasping  cod,  and  with  a  cadence  like  that  ofthe 
east  wind  singing  through  a  cranny,  pronounced, 
*  half  a  quarter  of  a  league  right  upon  our  lee- 
beam.'  '  Nearer,  you  porpuss-fac'd  swab !'  (cried 
the  commodore),  '  nearer  by  twelve  fathom  ;  but 
howsomever,  that's  enough  to  prove  the  falsehood 
of  Hatchway's  jaw — and  so,  brother,  d'ye  see,' 
(turning  to  Mr.  Pickle),  '  I  lay  alongside  of  the 
Flour  de  Louse,  yard-arm  and  yard-arm,  plying 
our  great  guns  and  small  arms,  and  heaving  in 
stink-pots,  powder-bottles,  and  hand-grenades, 
till  our  shot  was  all  expended,  double-headed, 
partridge,  and  grape ;  then  we  loaded  with  iron 
crows,  marlin-spikes,  and  old  nails ;  but  finding 
the  Frenchman  took  a  great  deal  of  drubbing,  and 
that  he  had  shot  away  all  our  rigging,  and  killed 
and  wounded  a  great  number  of  our  men,  d'ye 
see,  I  resolved  to  run  him  on  board  upon  his 
quarter,  and  so  ordered  our  grapplings  to  be  got 
ready;  but  Monsieur,  perceiving  what  we  were 
about,  filled  his  topsails  and  sheered  off,  leaving 
us  like  a  log  upon  the  water,  and  our  scuppers 
running  with  blood.' 

Mr.  Pickle  and  the  landlord  paid  such  extraor- 
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dinary  alt^nlij^n  to  the  rehearsal  of  this  exp^oif, 
that  Trunnion  was  encoura<^cd  to  entertain  them 
with  more  stories  of  the  same  nature ;  after  which 
he  observed,  by  way  of  encomium  on  the  govern- 
ment, that  all  he  had  g-ained  in  the  service  was  a 
lame  foot  and  the  loss  of  an  eye.  The  lieutenant, 
who  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  lose  any  oppor- 
tunity of  being  witty  at  the  expence  of  his  com- 
mander, gave  a  loose  to  his  satirical  talent  once 
more,  saying,  '  I  have  heard  as  how  you  came 
by  your  lame  foot,  by  having  your  upper  decks 
Gverstowed  with  liquor,  whereby  3'ou  became 
crank,  and  rpU'd,  d'ye  see,  in  such  a  manner, 
that,  by  a  pitch  of  tlie  ship,  your  starboard  heel 
was  jammed  in  one  of  the  scuppers ;  and  as  for  the 
matter  of  your  eye,  that  was  knocked  out  by  your 
own  crew  when  the  Lightning  was  paid  ofi':  there's 
poor  Pipes,  who  was  beaten  into  all  the  colours  of 
the  rainbow  for  taking  your  part,  and  giving  you 
time  to  sheer  off:  and  I  don't  find  as  how  you 
have  rewardefl  him  according  as  he  deserves.' 
As  the  commodore  cotrid  not  dejiy  the  truth  of 
tJicse  anecdotes,  however  unseiisonably  they  were 
introduced,  he  affected  to  receive  them  with  good 
humour,  as  jokes  of  the  lieutenant's  own  invent- 
ing; and  replied, — '  ay,  ay.  Jack,  every  body 
knows  your  tongue  is  no  slamler ;  but,  howsomever, 
I'll  work  you  to  an  oil  for  this,  you  dog.'  So  sav- 
ing, he  lifted  up  one  of  his  crutches,  intending  to 
lay  it  gently  across  Mr.  Hatchway's  pate;  but 
Jack,  with  great  agility,  tilted  up  his  A\ooden  log, 
with  whicli  he  warded  off  the  hidw,  to  the  no  small 
admiration  of  I\lr.  Pickie,  and  utter  astonishment 
of  the  landlord,  who,  by  the  by,  had  expressed 
the  same  amazement,  at  the  same  fent,  at  the  same 
Jiour,  every  night  for  three  months  l;efore.  Trun- 
nion then  dinctino;hisiyetotl)e  boatswain's  mate, 
'  you  J  Pipes/  said  he,  '  do  you  go  about  and  tell 
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people  that  I  did  not  rcAvard  you  for  standins^  by 
me,  when  I  was  hassled  by  these  rebellious  rap- 
scallions; damn  you,  han't  you  been  rated  on  the 
books  ever  since?'  Tom,  who  indeed  had  no 
words  to  spare,  sat  smoking  his  pipe  with  great 
indiflerence ;  and  never  dreamed  of  paying  any 
regard  to  these  interrogations ;  which  being  re- 
peated and  reinforced  with  many  oaths,  that  (how- 
ever) produced  no  effect,  the  commodore  pulled 
out  his  purse,  saying,  '  here,  you  bitch's  baby, 
Iiere's  something  better  than  a  smart  ticket ;'  and 
threw  it  at  his  silent  deliverer,  Avho  received  and 
pocketed  his  bounty,  without  the  least  demonstra- 
tion of  surprise  or  satisfaction;  while  the  donor, 
turning  to  Mr.  Pickle, — '  you  see,  brother,'  said 
he,  '  I  make  good  the  old  sajang,  we  sailors  get 
money  like  horses,  and  spend  it  like  asses ;  come, 
Pij)es,  let's  have  the  boatswain's  whistle,  and  be 
jovial.'  This  musician  accordingly  applied  to 
his  mouth  the  silver  instrument  that  hung  at  a 
button  hole  of  his  jacket,  by  a  chain  of  the  same 
metol,  and,  though  not  quite  so  ravishing  as  the 
pipe  of  Hermes,  produced  a  sound  so  loud  and 
shrill,  that  the  stranger  (as  it  were  instinctively) 
stopped  his  ears,  to  preserve  his  organs  of  hearing 
fiom  such  a  dangerous  invasion.  Tlie  prelude  be- 
ing thus  executed,  Pipes  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the 
egg  of  an  ostrich  that  de|)encled  from  the  ceiling, 
and  without  once  moving  them  from  that  object, 
performed  the  w  hole  cantata  in  a  fojie  of  voice  that 
seemed  to  be  the  joint  issue  of  an  Irish  bagpipe 
and  a  sow-gelder's  horn  ;  the  commodore,  the  lieu- 
tenant, and  landlord,  joined  in  the  chorus, .re- 
peating this  elegant  stanza. 

Bustle,  bustle,  brave  boys! 

l.et  us  sii>o;,  let  us  toil,  » 

And  drink  all  the  while, 

Siflce  libour'i  the  price  of  our  joys. 
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The  diird  line  was  no  sooner  pronounced,  Uian 
the  caim  was  lifted  to  e>'ery  man's  mouth  with  ad- 
mirable unifomiity  ;  and  tlie  next  word  taken 
lip  at  the  end  of  their  draiiglit  with  a  twano;  equally 
expressive  and  harmonious.  In  sliort,  the  com- 
pany began  to  understand  one  another;  Mr.  Fickle 
seemed  to  relish  the  entertainment,  and  a  corres- 
pondence immediately  commenced  between  him 
and  Trunnion,  who  shook  him  by  the  hand,  drank 
to  further  acquaintance,  and  even  invited  him  to 
a  mess  of  pork  and  pease  in  the  garrison.  The 
compliment  wr.s  returned,  good  tcllows})ip  pre- 
vailed, and  tJie  night  was  proKy  far  advanced 
when  the  merchant's  man  arrived  with  a  hmthorn 
to  light  his  master  home;  upon  which  the  new 
friends  pari^,  after  a  mutual  promise  of  meeting 
next  evi'ning  in  the  same  place. 


-    CHAPTER  III. 

jaifs.  Grizzle  exerts  herself  in  finding  a  proper  match  for 
herborthcr;  tvlio  is  accordingly  introduced  to  theyoiing 
lady  wfiom  he  marries  in  due  season. 

I  HAVE  been  the  more  circumstantial  iu  opening, 
the  character  of  Trunnion,  because  he  bears  a  con- 
siderable share  in  the  course  of  these  memoirs  ;  but 
naw  it  is  high  time  to  resume  the  consideration  of 
Mrs.  Grizzle,  who,  since  her  arrival  in  the  coun- 
try, had  been  engrossed  by  a  double  care,  namely 
that  of  finding  a  suitable  match  for  her  brother, 
and  a  comfortable  yokc-fcUow  for  herself. 

Neither  was  this  aim  the  result  of  any  sinister  or 
frail  suggestion,  but  the  pure  dictates  of  that  laud- 
able ambition,  which  prompted  her  to  the  preserv- 
ation of  the  family  name.     Nay,  so  disinterested 
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v,ns  she  in  tins  pursuit,  that,  postponing  her  near- 
est concern,  or  at  least  leaving  her  own  fate  to  the 
silent  ojK?ra(ion  of  lier  chanus,  she  laboured  with 
such  indefatigable  zeal  in  behalf  of  her  brother, 
that,  before  they  bad  been  three  months  settled  in 
the  country,  the  general  topic  of  conversation  in 
the  neighbourhood,  was  an  intended  match  be- 
tween the  rich  Mr.  Pickle,  and  the  fair  Miss  Ap- 
pleby, daughter  of  a  gentlenum  who  lived  in  the 
next  parish,  and  who,  though  he  luid  but  little 
fortune  to  bestow  upon  his  children,  had  (to  use 
liis  own  phrase)  replenished  their  veins  with  some 
of  t!:e  best  blood  in  the  country. 

This  3'oung  lady,  whose  character  and  disposi- 
tion Mrs.  Grizzle  had  investigated  to  her  own  sa- 
tisfaction, was  destined  for  the  spouse  of  Mr.  Pic- 
kle, and  an  overture  accordingly  made  to  her  fa- 
ther, who  being  overjo}ed  at  the  proposal,  gave 
his  consent  without  hesitation,  and  even  recom- 
mended the  immediate  execution  of  the  project 
with  such  eaji^erncss,  as  seemed  to  indif^ate  either  a 
suspicion  of  Mr.  Pickle's  constancy"  or  adiiiidence 
of  his  own  daughter's  complexion,  which  perhaps 
he  thought  too  sanguine  to  keep  much  longer 
cool.  The  previous  point  being  thus  settled,  our 
merchant,  at  the  instigation  of  Mrs.  Grizzle,  went 
to  visit  his  future  father-in-law,  and  was  introdu-* 
ccd  to  the  daughter,  with  whom  he  had^  that  same 
afternoon,  an  opportunity  of  being  alone.  What 
passed  in  that  interview,  I  never  could  learn, 
though,  from  the  character  of  the  suitor,  tlte 
reader  may  justly  conclude,  that  she  was  not  much 
teased  with  the  impertinence  of  his  addresses.  He 
was  not,  I  believe,  the  less  welcome  for  that  rea- 
son ;  certain  it  is,  she  made  no  objection  to  his  ta- 
citurnity, and,  when  her  father  communicated  his 
resolution,  acquiesced  with  the  most  pious  resigna- 
tion.    But  Mrs.  Grizzle,  in  order  to  give  the  lady 
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a  more  favourable  idea  of  his  intellects  than"  what 
his  conversation  could  possibly  inspire,  was  re- 
solved to  dictate  a  letter,  which  her  brother  should 
transcribe  and  transmit  to  his  mistress,  as  the  pro- 
duce of  his  own  understanding;,  and  had  actually 
composed  a  very  tender  billet  for  this  purpose ; 
yet  her  intention  was  entirely  frustrated  by  the 
misapprehension  of  the  lover  himself,  who,  m  con- 
sequence of  his  sister's  repealed  admonitions,  anti- 
cipated her  scheme,  by  writing  for  himself,  and 
dispatching  the  letter  one  afternoon,  while  Mrs, 
Grizzle  was  visiting  at  the  parson's. 

Neither  was  this  step  the  effect  of  his  vanity  or 
precipitation :  but  having  often  been  assured  by 
his  sister,  that  it  Avas  absolutely  necessary  for  him: 
to  make  a  declaration  of  his  love  in  writing,  he 
took  this  opportunity  of  acting  in  conformity  with 
her  advice,  when  his  imagination  was  unengaged 
or  undisturbed  by  arry  other  suggestion,  without 
suspecting  the  least  that  she  intended  to  save  him 
the  trouble  of  exercising  his  own  genius.  Lef>, 
therefore,  as  he  imagined,  to  his  own  inventions, 
he  sat  down  and  produced  the  following  raorceau, 
wliich  Wcis  transmitted  to  Miss  Appleby,  before 
his  sister  and  counsellor  had  the  least  intimation  of 
the  aflair. 

'  MISS  SALLY  APPLEBY, 

*  3Iadam,  understanding  Vou  have  a  parcel  of 
heart,  warranted  sound,  to  be  disposed  of,  shall 
be  willing  to  treat  for  s^iid  commodity,  on  reason- 
able terras.  Doubt  not  shall  agree  fur  same.  Shall 
wait  of  you  for  furtlier  information,  when  and 
"where  you  shall  appoint.     This  the  needful  from 

yours,  &C.  GAM.  PICK.LE.' 

This  laconic  epistle,  simple  and  unadorned  as 
it  was,  met  with  as  cordial  a  reccpiion  lioui  the 
person  to  w  horn  it  was  addressed,  as  if  it  had  been 
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coiiclicd  in  the  most  elegant  terms  that  delicacy  of 

})ussi()u  and  cultivated  j^enius  could  supply  ;  nay, 
believe,  was  the  more  welcome,  on  account  of 
its  mercantile  plainness :  because,  when  an  ad- 
vantageous match  is  in  view,  a  sensible  woman 
often  considers  the  flowery  professions  and  raptur- 
ous exclamations  of  love  as  ensnaring  ambiguities, 
or  at  best  impertinent  prelnninaries,  that  retard 
the  treaty  tlioy  are  designed  to  promote;  whereas 
Mr.  Pickle  removed  all  disagreeable  uncertainty, 
by  descending  at  once  to  the  most  interesting  par- 
ticular. 

She  had  no  sooner,  as  a  dutiful  child,  commu- 
nicated this  billet  doux  to  her  father,  than  he,  as 
a  careful  parent,  visited  Mr.  Pickle,  and,  in  pre- 
sence of  Mrs.  Grizzle,  demanded  a  formal  ex- 
plcuiation  of  his  sentiments  with  regard  to  his 
daughter  Sally.  Mr.  Gamaliel,  without  any  ce- 
remony, assured  him  he  had  a  respect  for  the 
young  Moman,  and,  with  his  good  leave,  would 
take  her  for  better  for  worse.  Mr.  Appleby,  after 
having  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  he  had  fixed 
bis  affections  in  his  family,  comforted  the  lover 
with  the  assurance  of  his  being  agreeable  to  the 
young  lady,  and  they  fortht\vith  proceeded  to  the 
articles  of  the  marriage-settlement,  which  being 
discussed  and  determined,  a  lawyer  was  ordered  to 
engross  them  ;  the  wedding-clotlies  were  bought, 
and,  in  short,  a  day  was  appointetl  for  the  cele- 
bration of  their  nuptials,  to  which  every  body  of 
any  fashion  in  the  neighbourhood  was  invited. 
Among  those  Commodore  Trunnion  and  Mr. 
Hatchway  were  not  forgotten,  being  the  sole  com- 
panions of  the  bridegroom,  with  whom,  by  this 
time,  they  had  contracted  a  sort  of  intimacy  at 
their  nocturnal  rendezvous. 

They  had  received  a  previous  intimation  of  what 
was  on  the  anvil  from  the  landlord,  before  Mr. 
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Pickle  thought  proper  to  declare  himself;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  topic  of  (he  one-eyed  com- 
mander's discourse  at  their  meeting,  for  several 
evenings  before,  had  been  the  folly  and  plague  of 
matrimony,  on  which  he  held  forth  with  great 
vehemence  of  abuse,  levelled  at  the  fair  sex,  whom 
he  represented  as  devils  incarnate,  sent  from  hell 
to  torment  mankind ;  and,  in  particular,  inveigh- 
ed against  old  maids,   for  whom  he  seemed  to 
entertain  a  singular  aversion ;  while  his  friend  Jack 
confirmed  the  truth  of  all  his  allegations,  and  gra- 
tified his  own  malignant  vein  at  the  same  time,  by 
clenching  every  sentence  with  a  sly  joke  upon  the 
married  state,  built  upon  some  allusion  to  a  ship 
or  seafaring  life.     He  compared  a  woman  to  a 
great  gun,  loaded  with  fire,  brimstone,  and  noise, 
which,  being  violently  heated,    will  bounce  and 
fly,  and  play  the  devil,  if  you  don't  take  special 
care  of  her  breechings.     He  said  she  was  like  a 
hurricane,  that  never  blows  from  one  quarter,  but 
veers  about  to  all  points  of  the  compass :  he  likened 
her  to  a  painted  galley  curiously  rigged,  with  a 
leak  in  her  hold,  which  her  husband  wouhl  never 
be  able  to  stop.     He  observed  that  her  inclinations 
were  like  the  bay  of  Biscay ;    for  why  ?    because 
you  may  heave  your  deep  sea  lead  long  enough 
without  ever  reaching  the  bottom.     That  he  who 
comes  to  anchor  on  a  wife,    may  find  himself 
mooretl  in  damned  foul  ground,  and,  afler  all, 
can't  for  his  blood  slij)  his  cable ;  and  that,  for  his 
own  part,   tliof  he  might  make  short  trips  for 
pastime,  he  Avould  never  embark  in  woman  on  the 
voyage  of  life,  because  he  was  afraid  of  foundering 
in  the  first  foul  weather. 

In  all  probability,  these  insinuations  made  some 
impression  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Pickle,  who  was 
not  very  much  inclined  to  run  great  risks  of  any 
kind;  but  the  injunctions  and  importunities  of  his 
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sister,  >vho  was  bent  upon  the  match,  over-balan- 
ced the  opinion  of  his  sea  friends,  who,  finding 
him  determined  to  marry,  notwithstandhig  all  the 
hints  of  caution  they  had  thrown  out,  resolved  to 
accept  his  invitation,  and  honoured  his  nuptials 
with  their  presence  accordingly. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  behaviour  of  Mrs.  Grizzle  at  the  wedding,  with  an 
accoujit  of  the  guests. 

I  HOPE  it  will  not  be  thought  uncharitable,  if  I 
advance,  by  way  of  conjecture,  that  Mrs.  Grizzle, 
on  this  grand  occasion,  summoned  her  whole  ex- 
ertion, to  play  ofithe  artillery  of  her  charms  upon 
the  single  gentlemen  Avho  were  invited  to  the  en- 
tertainment :  sure  I  am,  she  displayed  to  the  best 
advantage  all  the  engaging  qualities  she  possessed : 
her  aftability  at  dinner  Avas  aUogether  uncommon ; 
her  attentiou  to  the  guests  was  superfluously  hos- 
pitable r*he'r  tongue  was  sheathed  with  a  most 
agreeable  and  infantine  lisp  ;  her  address  was  per- 
fectly obliging ;  and  though,  conscious  of  the  ex- 
traordinary capacity  of  her  mouth,  she  would  not 
venture  to  hazard  a  laugh,  she  modelled  her  lips 
into  an  enchanting  simper,  which  played  upon 
her  countenance  all  day  long ;  nay,  she  even  pro- 
fited by  that  defect  in  her  vision  we  have  already 
observed,  and  securely  contemplated  those  features 
which  were  most  to  her  liking,  while  the  rest  of 
the  company  believed  her  regards  were  disposed 
in  a  quite  contrary  direction.  With  what  humi- 
lity of  complaisance  did  she  receive  the  compli- 
ments of  those  who  could  not  help  praising  the 
elegance  of  the  banquet !  and  how  piously  did  she 
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seize  that  opportunity  of  commemorating  the  ho- 
nours of  her  sire,  by  observing  that  it  was  no  merit 
in  her  to  understand  something  of  entertainments, 
as  she  had  occasion  to  preside  at  so  many  during 
the  mayoralty  of  her  papa !  Far  from  discovering 
the  least  symptom  of  pride  and  exultation,  when 
the  opulence  ofTier  family  became  the  subject  of 
conversation,  she  assumed  a  severity  of  counte- 
nance ;  and,  after  having  moralized  on  the  vanity 
of  riches,  declared,  that  those  who  looked  upon 
her  as  a  fortune  Mere  very  much  mistaken ;  for  her 
father  had  left  her  no  more  than  poor  five  thousand 
pounds,  which,  with  what  little  she  had  saved  of 
the  interest  since  his  death,  was  all  she  had  to  de- 
pend upon :  indeed,  if  she  had  placed  her  chief 
felicity  in  wealth,  she  should  not  have  been  so  for- 
ward in  destroying  her  own  expectations,  by  ad- 
vising and  promothig  the  event  at  which  they  were 
now  so  happily  assembled ;  but  she  hopied  she  " 
should  always  have  virtue  enough  to  postpone  any 
interested  consideration,  when  it  should  happen 
to  clash  with  the  happiness  of  her  friends.  Fi- 
nally, such  was  her  modesty  and  self-denial,  that 
she  industriously  informed  those  whom  it  might 
concern,  that  she  was  no  less  than  three  years  older 
than  the  bride ;  though,  had  she  added  ten  to  the 
reckoning,  she  would  have  committed  no  mistake 
in  point  of  computation. 

To  contiibute  as  much  as  lay  in  her  power  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  present,  she,  in  the  after- 
noon, regaled  them  with  a  tune  on  the  harpsichord, 
accompanied  with  her  voice,  which,  though  not 
the  most  melodious  in  the  world,  I  dare  say,  would 
have  been  equally  at  their  service,  could  she  have 
vied  with  Philomel  in  song ;  and  as  the  last  effort 
of  her  complaisance,  when  dancing  was  proposed, 
she  was  prevailed  upon,  at  the  request  of  her  new 
sister,  to  open  the  ball  in  person. 
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In  a  word,  Mrs.  Grizzle  was  the  principal  figure 
in  this  festival,  and  almost  eclipsed  the  bride,  who, 
far  from  seemini^  to  dispute  the  pre-eminence,  very 
Aviscly  allowed  her  to  make  the  best  of  her  talents ; 
contenting  herself  with  the  lot  to  which  fortune 
had  already  called  her,  and  which  she  imagined 
would  not  be  the  less  desirable,  if  her  sister-iii-la\v 
were  detached  from  the  family. 

I  believe  I  need  scarce  advertise  the  reader,  that, 
during  this  whole  entertainment,  the  commodore 
and  his  lieutenant  were  quite  out  of  their  element; 
and  this,  indeed,  was  the  case  with  the  bride- 
groom himself,  who,  being  utterly  unacquainted 
with  any  sort  of  polite  commerce,  found  himself 
under  a  very  disagreeable  restraint  during  the  whole 
scene. 

""trunnion,  who  had  scarce  ever  been  on  shore 
till,  he  was  paid  off,  and  never  once  in  his  whole 
life  in  the  company  of  any  females  above  the  rank 
of  those  who  herd  upon  tlie  Point  at  Portsmouth, 
^^as  more  embarrassed  about  hi%bfhaviour  than  if 
he  had  been  surrounded  at  scaby  thcAvhole  French 
navy.  He  had  never  pronounced  the  word  madam 
since  he  Avas  born ;  so  that,  far  from  entering  into 
any  conversation  with  the  ladies,  he  would  not 
even  return  the  compliment,  or  give  the  least  nod 
of  civility,  when  they  drank  to  his  health  ;  and,  I 
verily  believe,  Avouhl  rather  have  suffered  sufFoca^ 
tion  than  allowed  the  simple  phrase  i/oiir  ser- 
Tant  to  proceed  from  his  mouth.  He  was  alto- 
gether as  inflexible  with  respect  to  tlie  attitudes  of 
his  body ;  for,  either  through  obstinacy  or  bash- 
fulness,  he  sat  upright  without  motion,  insomuch 
that  he  provoked  tlic  mirth  of  a  certain  wag,  who, 
addressing  himself  to  the  lieutenant,  asked  whether 
that  was  the  commodore  himself,  or  the  wooden 
lion  that  used  to  stand  at  his  gate  ?    An  image  to 
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Avliicl),  it  must  be  owned,  Mr.  Trunnion's  person 
bore  no  faint  resemblance. 

Mr.  Hatchway,  who  was  not  quite  so  unpolish- 
ed as  the  commodore,  and  had  certain  notions  that 
seemed  to  approach  the  ideas  of  common  life, 
made  a  less  uncouth  appetirancc ;  but  then  he  was 
a  wit,  and  though  of  a  very  peculiar  genius,  par- 
took largely  of  that  disposition  which  is  common 
to  all  wits,  who  never  enjoy  themselves  except 
w  hen  their  talents  meet  with  those  i^gk^i^  of  distinc- 
tion and  veneration,  which,  in  their  opinion,  they 
desenc. 

These  circumstances  being  premised,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  if  this  triumvirate  made  no  objec- 
tions to  the  proposal,  when  some  of  the  grave  per- 
sonages of  the  company  made  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ing into  another  apartment,  where  they  might  en- 
joy their  pipes  and  bottles,  while  the  joung  folks 
indulged  themselves  in  the  continuance  of  their 
own  favourite  diversion.  Thus  rescued,  as  it 
were,  from  a  state  of  annihilation,  the  first  use  the 
two  lads  of  the  castle  made  of  their  existence  was 
to  ply  the  bridegroom  so  hard  with  bumpers  that, 
in  less  than  an  hour,  he  made  divers  eflbrts  to  sing, 
and  soon  after  Avas  carried  to  bed,  deprived  of  all 
manner  of  sensation,  to  the  utter  disappointment  of 
the  bride  men  and  maids,  who,  by  this  accident, 
were  preventctl  from  throwing  the  stocking,  and 
pertbrming  certain  other  ceremonies  practised  on 
such  occasions.  As  for  the  bride,  she  bore  this 
mistbrtune  with  great  good  humour;  and,  indeed, 
on  all  occasions,  behaved  like  a  discreet  woman, 
jjcrfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  her 
own  situation. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Mrs.  Pichle  assumes  the  reins  of  government  in  her  own 
family. .  .  .  Her  sister-in-law  undertakes  an  enterprise 
of  great  moment. .  . .  hut  is  for  some  time  diverted  from 
her  purpose  by  a  very  intercstirig  consideration. 

W iiATEVEU  deference,  not  to  say  submission,  she 
liad  paid  to  3Irs.  Grizzle  before  she  was  so  nearly 
allied  to  her  family,  she  no  sooner  became  Mrs. 
Pickle  than  she  thou£^ht  it  incumbent  upon  her 
to  act  up  to  the  dignity  of  the  character;  and  the 
very  day  after  the  marria<^c  ventured  to  dispute 
with  her  sister-in-law  on  the  siibject  of  her  own  pe- 
digree, which  she  aflirmed  to  be  more  honourable 
in  ail  respects  than  that  of  her  husband ;  observing 
that  several  younger  brothers  of  her  house  had  ar- 
rive<l  at  the  station  of  lord  mayor  of  London, 
which,  was  the  highest  pitch  of  greatness  that  any 
of  Mr.  Pickle's  predecessors  had  ever  attained. 

This  presumption  was  like  a  thunderbolt  to  Mrs. 
Grizzle,  who  began  to  perceive  that  she  had  not 
succeeded  quite  so  well  as  she  imagined,  in  select- 
ing for  her  brother  a  gentle  Jind  obedient  yoke-fel- 
low, who  would  always  treat  her  with  that  pro- 
found respect  which  she  thought  due  to  her  supe- 
rior genius,  and  be  entirely  regulated  by  her  ad- 
vice and  direction  :  however,  she  still  continued 
to  manage  the  reins  of  government  in  the  house, 
veprchending  the  servants  as  usual ;  an  office  she 
performed  with  great  capacity,  and  in  which  she 
seemed  to  take  singular  delight,  until  Mrs.  Pickle, 
on  pretence  of  consulting  her  ease,  told  her  one 
day  she  would  take  that  trouble  upon  herself,  and 
for  the  future  assume  the  management  of  her  owji 
family.     Nothing  could   be  more  mortifying  to 
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JNFrs.  Grizzle  tli.in  such  a  declaration,  to  which, 
after  a  considerable  pause,  and  stranj^c  distortion 
of  look,  she  replied, — '  I  shall  never  refuse  or  repine 
at  any  trouble  that  may  conduce  to  my  brother's 
advantage.'  '  Dear  JMadam,'  answered  the  sister, 
*  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  your  kind  concern  for 
IVlr.  Pickle's  interest,  which  I  consider  as  my  own, 
but  I  cannot  bear  to  see  you  a  sufi'erer  by  your 
friendship ;  and,  therefore,  insist  upon  exempting 
you  from  the  fatigue  you  have  borne  so  long.' 

In  vain  did  the  other  protest  that  she  took  plea- 
sure in  the  task  ;  IVIrs.  Pickle  ascribed  the  assur- 
ance to  her  excess  of  complaisance,  and  expressed 
such  tenderness  of  zeal  for  her  dear  sister's  health 
and  tranquillity,  that  the  reluctant  maiden  found , 
herself  obliged  to  resign  her  authority,  without  en- 
joying the  least  pretext  for  coraplalnmg  of  her  be- 
ing deposed. 

This  disgrace  was  attended  by  a  fit  of  peevish 
devotion  that  lasted  three  or  four  weeks  5  during 
which  period  she  had  the  additional  chagrin  of 
seeing  the  young  lady  gain  an  ascendancy  over  the 
mind  of  her  brother,  who  was  persuaded  to  set  up 
a  gay  equipage,  and  improve  his  housekeeping, 
by  an  augmentation  in  his  expence  to  the  amount 
of  a  thousand  a  year  at  least;  though  his  altera- 
tion in  the  economy  of  his  household  eliected  no 
change  in  his  own  disposition,  or  manner  of  life; 
for  as  soon  as  the  painful  ceremony  of  receiving 
and  returning  visits  was  |)erformed,  he  had  re- 
course again  to  the  company  of  his  sea  friends, 
with  whom  he  spent  the  best  part  of  his  time.  But 
if  he  was  satisfied  with  his  condition,  the  case  was 
otherwise  with  INIrs.  Grizzle,  Avho,  finding  her  im- 
portance in  the  family  greatly  diminished,  her  at- 
tractions neglected  by  all  the  male  sex  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  withering  hand  of  time  hang 
threatening  over  her  head,  began  to  feel  the  horror 
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of  eternal  virginitj',  and,  in  a  sort  of  desperation, 
resolved  at  any  rate  to  rescue  lierself  from  tliat  un- 
comfortable situation.  Thus  determined,  she  form- 
ed a  phin,  the  execution  of  which,  to  a  spirit  less 
enterprising^  and  sulficient  tharx  Iilms,  would  Iiave 
ajijieared  altogether  impracticable;  this  was  no 
t>ther  than  to  make  a  conquest  of  the  commodore's 
lieart,  which  the  reader  will  easily  believe  was  not 
Ycry  susceptible  of  tender  impressions;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  fortified  with  insensibility  and  prejudice 
against  the  charms  of  the  whole  sex,  and  particu- 
larly prepossessed  to  the  prejudice  of  that  class  dis- 
tinguished by  the  appellation  of  old  maids,  in 
which  Mrs.  Grizzle  was  by  this  time  unhappily 
ranked.  She  nevertheless  took  the  field,  and,  hav- 
ing invested  this  seemingly  impregnable  fjrtrcss, 
fx'gan  to  break  ground  one  day,  Avhen  Trutmion 
dhiedat  her  brother's,  by  springing  cert:ihi  en- 
snaringcomraendationson  the  honesty  and  siucerily 
of  seafaring  people,  paying  a  {)articular  (^tteailiJu 
to  his  plate,  and  aflecting  a  simper  of  approHaTToa 
at  every  thing  he  said,  which  by  any  means  she 
could  construe  into  a  joke,  or  witli  modesty  be  sup- 
posed to  hear ;  nay,  even  ^.vlien  he  left  decency  on 
tlir  left  hand,  Avhich  Avas  often  the  case,  she  ven- 
tured to  reprimand  his  freedom  of  speech  with  a 
gracious  grin,  saying, — '  sure  you  gentlemen  be- 
longing to  the  sea  have  such  an  odd  way  Avitli  you.' 
But  all  this  corn placency  was  so  ineffectual,  that, 
far  from  suspecting  the  true  cause  of  it,  the  com- 
modore, that  very  evening,  at  the  club,  in  pre- 
sence of  her  brother,  w  ith  whom  by  this  time  he 
could  take  any  manner  of  freedom,  did  not  scruple 
to  damn  her  for  a  squinting,  block-faced,  chatter- 
ing piss-kitchen ;  and  immediately  after  drank  de- 
spair to  all  old  maids.  The  toast  Mr.  Pickle 
pledged  without  the  least  hesitation,  and  next  day 
intimated  to  his  sister,  who  bore  th<;  indignity  witli- 
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surprising  resignation,  and-  did  not  therefore  desist 
from  her  scheme,  unpromising  as  it  seemed  to  be, 
until  her  attenjiou  was  calj<jd  off,  andengaiged  in 
another  care,  which,  for  some  time,  mterruptetT" 
the  progress  of  this  design.  Her  sister  had  not 
been  mamed  many  months  when  she  exhibited 
evident  symptogis  of  pregnane}',  to  the  general  satis  ♦ 
faction  oratl  concerned,  and  the  inexpressible  joy 
of  Mrs.  Grizzle,  who  (as  we  have  alreadj*  hinted) 
was  more  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  fami- 
ly name  than  in  any  other  consideration  what- 
ever. She  therefore  no  sooner  discovered  appear- 
ances to  justify-  and  confirm  her  hopes,  tlian  post- 
poning her  own  purpose,  and  laying  aside  that 
pique  and  resentment  sIk;  had  conceived  from  the 
behaviour  of  Mrs.  Pickle,  wJienshe  superseded  her 
authority,  or  perhaps  considering  her  in  no  other 
light  than  that  of  the  vehicle  w])ich  contained  and 
was  destined  to  convey  her  brother's  heir  to  light, 
she  determined  to  exert  her  uttermost  in  nursing, 
tending,  and  cherishing,  her,  during  the  term  of 
lier  important  charge.  With  this  view  she  pur- 
chased Culpepper's  Midwifery,  which,  with  tliat 
sqi^aciau^  performance  dignified  with  Aristotle's 
nanie,  she  studied  with  indefatigable  care,  and  <:%i- 
ligently  perused  the  Complete  housewife,  together 
with  Quince's  Dispensatory,  culling  every  jellj-, 
marmalade,  and  conserve,  which  these  authors  re- 
commend as  either  salutary  or  toothsome,  for  the 
benefit  and  comfort  of  her  sister-in-law,  during  her 
gestation.  She  restricted  her  from  eating  roots, 
pot-herbs,  fruit,  and  all  sorts  of  vegetables:  and 
one  day,  when  Mrs.  Pickle  had  plucked  a  peach 
with  her  own  hand,  and  was  in  the  very  act  of 
putting  it  l)ctwt*en  her  trt'tli,  I\lrs.  Grizzle  per- 
ceived the  rash  attempt,  and,  running  up  to  her, 
fell  upon  her  knees  in  the  garden,  entreating  her, 
with  tears  in  her  eyes,  to  resist  such  a  pernicious 
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appetite.  Iler  request  was  no  sooner  complied 
with,  than,  recollecting  that,  it'  her  sister's  long;- 
ini>-  was  baulked,  tlie  child  might  beaflected  with 
some  disagreeable  mark,  or  deplorable  disease,  she 
begged  as  earnestly  that  she  would  swallow  tlie 
fruit,  and,  in  the  meantime,  ran  for  some  cordial 
water  of  her  own  composing,  which  she  forced 
upon  her  sister,  as  an  antidote  to  the  poison  she 
had  receivedr^ 

This  excessive  zeal  and  tenderness  did  not  fail 
to  be  very  troublesome  to  Mrs.  Pickle,  who  having 
revolved  divers  plans  for  the  recovery  of  her  own 
ease,  at  length  determined  to  engage  Mrs.  Grizzle 
in  such  employment  as  would  interrupt  that  close 
attendance  which  she  found  so  teasing  and  disagree- 
able. Neither  did  she  wait  long  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  putting  her  resolution  in  practice.  The 
very  next  day,  a  gentleman  happening  to  dine 
with  Mr.  Pickle,  unfortunately  mentioned  a  pine- 
apple, part  of  which  hs  had  eaten  a  week  before 
at  the  house  of  a  nobleman,  who  lived  in  another 
part  of  the  country,  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred 
miles  at  least. 

The  name  of  this  fatal  fruit  was  no  sooner  pro- 
nounced than  Mrs.  Grizzle,  who  incessantly  watch- 
ed her  sister's  looks,  took  the  alarm,  because  she 
thought  they  gave  certain  indications  of  curiosity 
and  deaire ;  and,  after  having  observcd~tTiaf"she 
herself  could  never  eat  pine-apples,  which  were  al- 
together unnatiiral  productions,  extorted  by  the 
force  of  artificial  tire  out  of  filthy  manure,  asked, 
with  a  faultering  voice,  if  Mrs.  Pickle  was  not  of 
her  way  of  thinking?  This  young  lady,  who  want- 
ed neitiier  slyness  nor  ^enetotipn,  at  once  diyiijijd 
her  meaning,  and  replied^  with  seeming  unconcern, 
that,  for  her  own  part,  she  should  never  repine  if 
there  was  not  a  pine-apple  in  the  universe,  pro- 
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vided  she  could  indulge  herself  with  the  fruits  of 
her  own  countr3\ 

This  answer  was  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
stranger,  who  would  certainly  have  suffered  for  his 
imprudence  by  the  resentment  of  Mrs.  Grizzle,  had 
her  sister  expressed  the  least  relish  for  the  fruit  in 
question.  It  had  the  desired  effect,  and  re-estab- 
lished the  peace  of  the  company,  which  was  not 
a  little  endangered  by  the  gentleman's  want  of  con- 
sideration. Xext  morning,  however,  after  break- 
fast, the  pregnant  lady,  in  pursuance  of  her  plan, 
yawned,  as  it  were  by  accident,  full  in  the  face  of 
hci  maiden  sister,  w  ho  being  infinitely  disturl)ed 
by  this  convulsion,  affirmed  it  was  a  symptom  of 
longing,  and  insisted  upon  loiowing  the  object  in 
desire,  when  Mrs.  Pickle,  assuming  an  affected 
smile,  told  her  she  had  eaten  a  most  delicious  pine- 
apple in  her  sleep.  This  declaration  was  attended 
with  an  immediate  scream,  uttered  by  Mrs.  Grizzle, 
who  instantly  perceiving  her  sister  surprised 
at  the  exclamation,  clasped  her  in  her  arms,  and 
assured  her,  with  a  sort  of  a  hysterical  laugh,  that 
she  could  not  help  screaming  with  joy,  because 
sho  had  it  in  her  power  to  gratify  her  dear  sister's 
wish ;  a  lady  in  the  neighbourhood  having  pro- ' 
mised  to  send  her,  in  a  present,  a  couple  of  deli- 
cate pine-apples,  which  she  Mould  that  very  day 
go  in  quest  of. 

Mrs.  Pickle  would  by  no  means  consent  to  this 
proposal,  on  pretence  of  sparing  the  other  unne- 
cessary fatigue ;  and  assured  her,  that  if  she  had 
any  desire  to  eat  a  pine-apple,  it  was  so  faint,  that 
the  disappointment  could  produce  no  bad  conse- 
quence. But  this  assurance  Avas  conveyed  in  a 
manner  (which  she  knew  very  well  how  to  adopt) 
that,  instead  of  dissuading,  rather  stimulated,  Mrs. 
Grizzle  to  set  out  immediately,  not  on  a  visit  to 
that  lady,  whose  promise  she  herself  had  feigned, 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE.  33' 

with  a  view  of  consulting  her  sister's  tranquillity, 
but  on  a  random  search  through  the  whole  country 
for  this  unlucky  fruit,  which  was  like  to  produce 
so  much  vexation  and  prejudice  to  her  and  her  fa- 
ther's house. 

During  three  whole  days  and  nights,  did  she, 
attended  by  a  valet,  ride  from  place  to  pliice,  with- 
out success,  unmindful  of  her  health,  and  careless 
of  her  reputation,  that  began  to  suiFer  from  the 
nature  of  her  inquiry,  which  was  pursued  with 
such  peculiar  eagerness  and  distraction,  that  every 
body  with  wliom  she  conversed  looked  upon  her 
as  an  unhappy  person,  whose  iiitellects  Avere  not  a 
little  disordered. 

Baffled  in  all  her  researches  within  the  county, 
she  at  length  resolved  to  visit  that  very  nobleman, 
at  whose  house  the  officious  stranger  had  been  (for 
her)  so  unfortunately  regaled,  and  actually  arriv- 
ed in  a  post-chaise  at  the  place  of  his  habitation, 
where  she  introduced  her  business  as  an  affair  on 
which  the  happiness  of  a  whole  family  depended. 
By  virtue  of  a  present  to  his  lordship's  gardener 
she  procured  the  Hesperian  fruit,  with  which  she 
returned  in  triumph. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Mrs.  Grizzle  is  indefatigable  in  gratifying  her  sisier^s 
longings. .  . .  Peregrine  is  born,  and  managed  contrary 
to  the  directions  and  remonstrances  of' his  aunt,  who  is 
disgusted  upon  that  account,  and  resumes  the  plan 
which  she  had  hefore  rejected. 

1  HE  success  of  this  device  would  have  encourag- 
ed Mrs.  Pickle  to  practise  more  of  the  same  sort 
upon  her  sister-in-law,  had  she  not  been  deterred 
by  a  violent  fever  which  seized  her  zealoivs  ally, 

B5 


S4  THE  ADVENTURES  OF 

in  consequence  of  the  fatiijue  and  uneasiness  she 
had  undergone ;  which,  while  it  lasted,  as  efi'ec- 
tually  conduced  to  her  repose  as  any  other  stra- 
tagem she  could  invent.  But  Mrs.  Grizzle's  health 
Tvas  no  sooner  restored,  tiian  the  other  being  as 
much  incommoded  as  ever,  was  obliged,  in  her 
own  defence,  to  have  recourse  to  some  other  con- 
trivance ;  and  managed  her  artifices  in  such  a 
manner  as  leaves  it  at  this  day  a  doubt  whether 
she  was  really  so  whimsical  and  capricious  in  her 
appetites  as  she  herself  pretended  to  be  ;  for  her 
longings  were  not  restricted  to  the  demands  of  the 
palate  ajid  stomach,  but  also  aftected  all  the  other 
organs  of  sense,  and  even  invaded  her  imagination, 
which  at  this  period  seemed  to  be  strangely  dis- 
eased. 

One  time  slie  longed  to  pinch  her  husband's 
ear;  and  it  was  with  infinite  difficulty  that  his 
sister  could  prevail  upon  him  to  undergo  the  oper- 
ation. Yet  this  task  was  easy,  in  comparison 
with  another  she  undertook  for  the  gratification  of 
Mrs.  Pickle's  unaccountable  desire  ;  which  was 
no  other  than  to  persuade  the  commodore  to  sub- 
mit his  chin  to  the  mercy  of  the  big-bellied  lady, 
who  ardently  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  pluck- 
ing three  black  hairs  from  his  beard.  When  this 
proposid  was  first  communicated  to  Mr.  Trunnion 
by  the  husband,  his  answer  was  nothing  but  a 
dreadful  eftiision  of  oaths,  accompanied  with  such 
a  stare,  and  delivered  in  such  a  tone  of  voice,  as 
terrified  the  poor  bcseecher  into  immediate  silence ; 
so  that  Mrs.  Grizzel  was  fain  to  take  the  whole 
enterprise  upon  herself,  and  next  day  went  to  the 
garriscm  accordingly,  where,  having  obtained  en- 
trance by  means  of  the  lieutenant,  who,  while  his 
tommander  was  asleep,  ordered  her  to  be  admit- 
ted for  the  joke's  sake,  she  waited  patiently  till  he 
turned  out,  and  then  accosted  him  in  the  yard, 
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^vljcr<*  he  used  to  perform  his  morning  Avalk.  lie 
was  thunderstruck  at  the  appearance  of  a  Avoman 
in  a  place  wJiich  he  had  hitherto  ljLcpl.sacrcd  from 
the  whole  sex,  and  immediately  bei^an  to  utter  an 
apostrophe  to  Tom  Pipes,  whose  turn  it  was  then 
to  watch  ;  when  Mrs.  Grizzle,  falUuii^  on  her  knees 
before  him,  conjured  him,  with  many  pathetic  sup- 
plications, to  hear  and  grant  her  request,  which 
was  no  sooner  sigi}j.[icd,  than  he  bellowed  in  such 
an  outrageous  manner,  that  the  whole  court  re- 
echoed the  opprobrious  term  bitch,  and  the  Avord 
(hunnation,  Avhich  he  repeated  with  surprising  vo- 
lubility, without  any  sort  of  propriety  or  con- 
nection ;  and  retreated  into  his  penetralia,  leaving 
the  baffled  devotee  in  the  humble  posture  she  had 
so  unsuccessfully  chosen  to  melt  his  obdurate 
heart. 

Mortifying  as  this  repulse  must  have  been  to  a 
lady  of  her  stately  disposition,  she  did  not  relin-r 
quish  her  aim,  but  endeavoured  to  interest  the 
commodore's  counsellors  and  adherents  in  her 
cause.  With  this  view  she  solicited  the  interest 
of  iMr.  Hatchway,  who  being  highly  pleased  with 
a  circumstance  so  productive  of  mirth  and  diver- 
sion, Nceadily  entered  into  her  measures,  and  pro- 
mised to  emj)loy  his  whole  influence  for  her  satis- 
faction ;  aiul  as  for  the  boatswain's  mate,  he  was 
(Tenderetl  propitious  by  the  present  of  a  guinea, 
which  she  slipped  into  his  hand.  In  short,  Mrs. 
Grizzle  was  continually  engaged  in  this  negocia- 
tion  for  the  space  of  ten  days,  during  which  the 
commodore  was  so  incessantly  pestered  with  her  " 
remonstrances,  and  the  admonitions  of  his  associ- 
ates, that  he  swore  his  people  had  a  design  upon 
his  life,  which  becoming  a  burthen  to  him,  he  at  , 
last  complied,  and  was  conducted  to  the  scene  like 
a  victim  to  the  altar,  or  rather  like  a  reluctant 
bear,  Avhca  he  is  led  to  the  stake  amidst  the  shouts 
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and  cries  of  butchers  and  their  dogs.  After  all, 
thfs  victory  was  not  quite  so  decisive  as  the  con- 
querors imagined ;  for  the  patient  being  set,  and 
the  performer  prepared  with  a  pair  of  pincers,  a 
small  dilficultv  occurred  ;  she  could  not  for  some 
lime  discern  one  black  hair  on  the  whole  super- 
fices  of  INIr.  Trunnion's  face  ;  w  hen  Mrs.  Grizzle, 
very  much  alarmed  and  disconcerted,  had  recourse 
to  a  magnifyhig  glass  that  stood  upon  her  toilet ; 
and,  after  a  most  accurate  examination,  discover- 
ed a  fibre  of  a  dusky  hue,  to  which  the  instrument 
being  applied,  Mrs.  Pickle  pulled  it  up  by  the 
roots,  to  the  no  small  discomposure  of  the  owner, 
w  ho  feeling  the  smart  much  more  severe  than  he 
had  expected,  started  up,  and  swore  he  would  not 
part  with  another  hair  to  save  them  all  from  damn- 
ation. 

Mr.  Hatchway  exhorted  him  to  patience  and  re- 
signation ;  Mrs.  Grizzle  repeated  her  entreaties 
with  great  humility  ;  but  finding  him  deaf  to  all 
her  prayers,  and  absolutely  bent  upon  leaving  the 
house,  she  clasped  his  knees,  and  begged  for  the 
love  of  God  that  he  would  have  compassion  upon  a 
distressed  family,  and  endure  a  Uttle  more  for  the 
sake  of  the  poor  infant,  who  would  otherwise  be 
born  with  a  grey  beard  upon  its  chin.  Far  from 
being  melted,  he  was  rather  exasperated  by  this 
reflection ;  to  which  he  replied  with  great  indig- 
nation,— '  damn  you  for  a  5^w-=sighted  bitch !  he'll 
be  hanged  long  enough  before  he  has  any  beard 
at  all :'  so  saying,  he  disengaged  himself  from  her  , 
embraces^  flung  out  at  (he  door,  and  halted  home-^ 
wards  with  such  surprising  sjieed,  that  the  lieu- 
tenant conld  not  overtake  him  until  he  had  arriv- 
ed at  his  ow  n  gate  ;  and  Mrs.  Grizzle  was  so  much 
affected  with  his  escape,  that  her  sister,  in  pure  ^/ 
compassion,  desired  she  would  not  afflict  herself,  *7 
protesting  that  her  own  wish  was  already  grati- 
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fied,  for  she  had  plucked  three  hairs  at  once,  having 
from  the  beginning  been  dubious  of  the  commo- 
dore's patience,  liut  tlie  labours  of  this  assiduous 
kinswoman  did  not  end  with  the  achievement  of 
this  adventure ;  her  eloquence  or  industry  was 
employed  witliout  ceasing,  in  the  performance  of 
other  tasks  imposed  by  the  ingenious  craft  of  her 
sister-in-law,  who,  at  another  time,  conceived  an 
insUppressible  aflection  for  a  fricassee  of  frogs, 
which  should  be  the  genuine  natives  of  France; 
so  tliat  there  was  a  necessity  for  dispatching  a 
messenger  on  purpose  to  that  kingdom ;  but,  as  she 
could  not  depend  upon  the  integrity  of  any  cora- 

jiion  servant,  Mrs.  Grizzle  undertook  that  pro- 
vmce,  and  actually  set  sail  in  a  cutter  for  Bou- 

"Togne,  from  whence  she  returned  in  eight-and- 
forty  hours  with  a  tub  full  of  those  live  animals, 
which,  being  dressed  according  to  art,  her  sister 
would  not  taste  them,  on  pretence  that  her  fit  of 
longing  was  past ;  but  then  her  incUnations  took 
a  diilcrent  turn,  and  fixed  themselves  upon  a  cu- 
rious implement  belonging  to  a  lady  of  quality  in 
the  neighbourhood,  which  was  reported  to  be  a 
very  great  curiosity  ;  this  was  no  other  than  a 
porcelain  chamber-pot  of  admirable  workmanship, 
contrived  by  the  honourable  owner,  who  kept  it 
for  her  own  private  use,  and  cherished  it  as  an 
utensil  of  inestimable  value. 

Mrs.  Grizzle  shuddered  at  the  first  hint  she  re- 
ceived of  her  sister's  desire  to  possess  this  piece  of 
furniture,  because  she  knew  it  was  not  to  be  pur- 
chased ;  and  the  lady's  character,  which  Avas  none 
of  the  most  amiable  in  point  of  humanity  and  con- 
descension, forbade  all  hopes  of  borrovvuig  it  for 
a  season  ;  she  therefore  attempted  to  reason  down 
this  capricious  appetite,  as  an  extravagance  of 
imagination  which  ought  to  be  combated  and  re- 
pressed ;  and  INlrs.  Pickle,  to  all  appearance,  >^  as 
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convinced  and  satisfied  by  her.  arguments  and  ad- 
vice ;  but,  nevertheless,  could  make  use  of  no 
other  convenience,  and  was  threatened  with  a  very 
dangerous  suppression.  Roused  at  the  peril  in 
which  she  supposed  her  to  be,  IMrs.  Grizzle  flew 
to  the  l:idy's  house,  and,  having  obtained  a  pri- 
vate audience,  disclosed  the  melancholy  situation 
of  her  sister,  and  implored  the  benevolence  of  her 
ladyship  ;  "who,  contrary  to  expectation,  received 
her  very  graciously,  and  consented  to  indulge  Mrs. 
Pickle's  longuig.  Mr.  Pickle  began  to  be  out  of 
humour  at  the  expence  to  which  he  was  exposed 
by  the  cjiprice  of  his  w  ite,  wlio  was  herself  alarm- 
ed at  this  last  accident,  and,  for  the  future,  kept 
her  fancy  within  bounds;  insomuch,  that,  with- 
out being  subject  to  any  more  extraordinary  trou- 
ble, Mrs.  Grizzle  reaped  the  long-wished-for  fruits 
of  her  dearest  expectation  in  the  birth  of  a  line 
boy,  whom  her  sister  in  a  few  mouths  brought  in- 
to the  world. 

I  shall  omit  the  description  of  the  rejoicuigs, 
which  were  infinite,  on  this  important  occasion, 
and  only  observe,  that  Mrs.  Pickle's  mother  and 
aunt  stood  godmothers,  and  the  commodore  assist- 
ed at  the  ceremony  as  godfather  to  the  child,  who 
was  christened  by  the  name  of  Peregrine,  in  com- 
pliment to  the  memory  of  a  deceased  uncle. 
While  the  mother  was  confined  to  her  bed,  and 
incapable  of  maintaining  her  own  authority,  Mrs. 
Grizzle  took  charge  of  the  infant  by  a  double  claim ; 
and  superintended  with  surprising  vigilance  the 
nurse  and  midwife  in  all  the  particulars  of  their 
respective  offices,  which  were  performed  by  her 
express  direction.  But  no  sooner  was  JMrs.  Pickle 
in  a  condition  to  re-assume  the  management  of 
Jier  own  affairs,  than  she  thought  proper  to  aher 
certain  regulations  concerning  the  cliild,  which 
had  obtained  in  consequence  of  her  sister's  orders. 
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dirccliiiSTj  amona^  other  innovations,  tliat  the  ban- 
dages with  which  tlie  infant  had  been  so  neatly 
rolled  up,  like  an  Egyptian  mummy,  should  be, 
loosened  and  laid  aside,  in  order  to  rid  nature  of 
all  restraint,  and  give  the  blood  five  scope  to  cir- 
culate ;  and  with  her  own  hands  she  plunged  hira 
headlong  cAery  morning  in  a  tub  full  of  cold  wa- 
ter. This  operation  sjcmed  so  barbarous  to  the 
tender-hearted  Mrs.  Grizzle,  that  she  not  only  op- 
posed it  with  all  her  eloquence,  shedding  abun- 
dance of  tears  over  the  sacrifice  when  it  was  made, 
but  took  horse  immediately,  and  departed  for  the 
habitation  of  an  eminent  country  physician,  w  horn 
she  consulted  in  these  words :  '  Pray,  doctor,  is  it 
not  both  dangerous  and  cruel  to  be  the  means  of 
letting  a  poor  tender  infant  perish,  by  sousing  it  in 
water  as  cold  as  ice  ?'  '  Yes,'  replied  the  doctor, 
'  downright  murder,  1  affirm.'  '  I  see  yon  are  a 
person  of  great  learning  and  sagfliftitj^'  said  the 
other  ;  '  and  I  must  beg  yon  will  be  so  good  as 
to  s^^nify  your  opinion  in  your  own  hand\vrit- 
ing.^jTTie  doctor  immetliately  complied  with  her 
request,  and  expressed  himself  upon  a  slip  of  paper 
to  this  purpose. — 

*  These  are  to  certify  whom  it  viaij  concern,  thatl firm- 
ly believe,  and  it  is  my  unalterable  opinion,  that  whoso- - 
ever  letteth  an  infant  perish,  by  sousing  it  in  cold  water, 
even  though  the  said  water  should  not  be  so  cold  as  ice,  is 
in  e^'ect  guilty  of  the  murder  of  the  said  infant — as  wit- 
?iess  my  hand.  comfit  colycynth.* 

Ilavhig  obtained  this  certificate,  for  which  the 
physician  was  immediately  acknowledged,  she  re- 
turned, exulting,  and  hoping,  with  such  anthority, 
to  overthrow  all  opposition.  Accordingly,  next 
morning,  when  her  nephew  was  about  to  undergo 
his  diurnal  baptism,  she  produced  the  commission, 
><  hereby  she  conceived  herself  empowered  to  over- 
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rule  sucli  inhuman  proceedings.  But  she  was 
disappointed  in  her  expectation,  confident  as  it 
■was ;  not  that  Mrs.  Pickle  pretended  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  Dr.  Coljcynth,  *  for  whose  charac- 
ter and  sentiments,  *  said  she,'  I  have  such  venera- 
tion, that  I  shall  carefully  observe  the  caution  im- 
plied in  tliis  very  certificate,  by  which,  far  from 
condemning  my  method  of  practice,  he  only  as- 
serts that  kilUng  is  murder ;  an  asseveration,  the 
truth  of  which  it  is  to  be  hoped,  I  shall  never  dis- 
pute.' 

Mrs.  Grizzle,  who,  sooth  to  say,  had  rather  too 
superficially  considered  the  clause  by  which  she 
thought  herself  authorized,  perused  the  paper  with 
more  accuracy,  and  was  confounded  at  her  own 
want  of  geuetration.  Yet,  though  she  was  con- 
futed, she  was  ty  no  means  convinced  that  her 
objections  to  the  cold  bath  were  unreasonable  ;  on 
the  contrary,  after  having  bestowed  sundry  op- 
probrious epithets  on  the  physician,  for  his  want 
of  knowledge  and  candour,  she  protested,  in  tlie 
most  earnest  and  solemn  manner,  against  the  per- 
nicious practice  of  dipping  the  child  ;  a  piece  of 
cruelty  whicli,  with  God's  assistance,  she  should 
never  suffer  to  be  inflicted  on  her  own  issue  ;  and 
washing  her  hands  of  the  melancholy  consequence 
that  Avould  certainly  ensue,  shut  herself  up  in  her 
closet,  to  indulge  her  sorrow  and  vexation.  She 
was  deceived,  however,  in  her  prognostic  :  the 
boy,  instead  of  declining  in  point  of  liealffiTseemcd 
to  acquire  fresh  vigour  from  every  plunge,  as  if 
he  liati  been  resolved  to  discredit  the  wisdoiu  and 
foresight  of  his  aunt,  who,  in  all  probability,  could 
r.ever  forgive  him  for  this  want  of  reverence  and 
respect.  This  conjecture  is  founded  upon  her  be- 
haviour to  him  in  ihc  sequel  of  his  infancy,  during 
which  she  was  known  to  torture  him  more  than 
once,  when  she  had  oppoituuilies  of  thrusting  pins 
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into  his  flesh,  without  any  danger  of  bcinf]^  detect- 
ed. In  a  word,  her  aliections  were  in  a  little  time 
altogeth^^r  alienated  from  this  hope  of  her  family, 
whom  she  abandoned  to  the  conduct  of  his  mo- 
ther, whose  province  it  undoubtedly  was  to  raa- 
iiuge  the  nurture  of  her  own  child  ;  while  she  her- 
self resumed  her  ojjerations  upon  the  commodore, 
whom  she  was  resolved  at  any  rate  to  captivate 
and  enslave.  And  it  must  be  owned,  that  Mrs. 
Grizzle's  knowledge  of  the  human  heart  never 
shone  so  conspicuous,  as  in  the  methods  she  pur- 
sued for  the  accomplishment  of  this  important 
aim. 

Through  the  rough  unpoUshsd  husk  that  cased 
the  sold  of  Trunnion,  she  could  easily  distinguish 
a  large  share  of  that  vanity  and  self-conceit  that 
generally  piedominate  even  in  the  most  savage 
breast ;  and  to  this  she  constantly  apptaled.  In 
his  presence  she  always  exclaimed  against  the 
craft  and  dishonest  dissimulation  of  the  world,  and 
never  failed  of  uttering  particular  invectives  against 
those  arts  of  chicanery  in  which  the  lawyers  are 
so  conversant,  to  the  prejudice  and  ruin  of  their 
fellow -creatures;  observing,  that,  in  a  seafaring 
lite,  so  far  as  she  had  opportunities  of  judging  or 
being  infonned,  there  was  nothing  but  friendship, 
sincerity,  and  a  hearty  contempt  ibr  every  thing 
that  was  mean  or  selfish. 

This  kind  of  conversation,  with  the  assistance 
of  certain  particular  civilities,  insensibly  made  an 
injprcssion  on  the  mind  of  the  commodore,  and 
that  the  more  effectually,  as  his  former  prepos- 
sessions were  built  upon  very  slender  foundations  : 
his  antipathy  to  old  maids,  which  he  had  con- 
ceived upon  hearsay,  began  gradually  to  diminish, 
when  he  found  they  were  not  quite  such  infernal 
animals  as  they  had  been  represented;  and  it  was 
«ot  long  before  he  was  heard  to  observe,  at  the  club, 
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that  Pickle's  sister  had  not  so  much  of  the  core  of 
bitch  in  her  as  he  had  imagined.  This  negative 
compliment,  by  the  medium  of  her  brother,  soon 
reached  (he  ears  of  Mrs.  Grizzle,  who,  thus  en- 
couraged, redoubled  all  her  arts  and  attention  j_so 
that,  in  less  than  three  months  after,  he  in  the 
same  place  distinguished  her  with  the  epithet  of  a 
damned  sensible  jade. 

Hatchway  takitig  the  alarm  at  this  declaration, 
which  he  feared  foreboded  something  fatal  to  his 
interest,  told  his  commander,  with  a  sneer,  that 
she  had  sense  enough  to  bring  him  to  under  her 
stern ;  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  such  an  old 
crazy  vessel  would  be  the  l^etter  for  being  taken  in 
tow.  *  But,  howsoraever,'  added  this  arch  advis- 
er, *  I'd  have  you  take  care  of  your  upper  works  ; 
for  if  once  you  are  made  fast  to  her  poop,  egad  ! 
she'll  spank  it  way,  and  make  every  beam  in  your 
body  crack  with  straining.'  Oar  she-projector's 
whole  plan  had  like  to  have  been  ruined  by  the 
effect  which  this  malicious  hint  had  upon  Trun- 
nion, whose  rage  and  suspicion  being  wakened  at 
once,  his  colour  changed  from  tawny  to  a  cada- 
verous pale,  and  then  shifting  to  a  deep  and  dusky 
red,  such  as  we  sometimes  observe  in  the  sky  when 
it  is  replete  with  thunder,  he,  after  his  usual  pre- 
amble of  imraeaning  oatks,  answered  in  these 
words  :  '  Damn  ye,  you  jury-legged  dog,  you 
would  give  all  the  stowage  in  your  hold  to  be  as 
sound  as  I  am  ;  and  as  for  being  taken  in  tow, 
d'ye  see,  I'm  not  so  disiibled  but  that  I  canjic^mx 
course,  and  perlbrra  my  voyage,  without  any  as- 
sistance ;  ami  egad !  no  man  shall  ever  see  Hawser 
Trunnion  lagging  astern  in  the  wake  of  e'er  a 
b —  in  Christendom.' 

Mrs.  Grizzle,  who  every  morning  interrogated 
her  brother  with  regard  to  the  subject  of  his  over- 
night's conversation  with  his  friends,  soon  receiv- 
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i\\  the  uiiMclcomc  ncAvs  of  tho  commotlore's  aver- 
sion to   matriiuony ;    and,   justly  imputing   the 
i^icatost  part  of  liis  disgust  to  the  satirical  insinua- 
tions of  Air.  Hatchway,  resolved  to  level  this  ob-- 
struction  to  lier  success,  and  actually  found  means 
to  interest  him  in  her  scheme.     She  had,  indeed, 
On  some  occasions,  a  particular  knack  at  making 
converts,  being  probably  not  unacquainted  with 
that  grand  system  of  persuasion  which  is  adopted 
by  tlie  graitest  personages  of  tlic  age,  as  fraught 
vvith  maxims  much  more  efiectual  than  all  the 
eloquence  of  Tully  or  Demosthenes,   even  when 
supported  by  the  demonstrations  of  truth  :    be- 
sides, Mr.  Hatchway's  fidelity  to  his  new  ally  was 
confirmed  by  his  foreseeing  in  his  captain's  mar- 
riage an  infinite  fund  of  gratification  ibr  his  own 
cynical  disposition.     Thus,  therefore,  converted 
and  properly  cautioned,  he  for  the  future  suppress- 
ed all  the  virulence  of  his  wit  against  the  matri- 
monial state;  and,  as  he  knew  not  how  to  o{)en 
his  mouth  in  the  positive  praise  of  any  person 
whatever,  took  all  opportunities  of  excepting  Mrs 
Grizzle  by  name  frony^ie  censures  he  liberally 
bestowed  upon  the  rest  of  her  sex.     '  Siie  is  not  a 
drunkard,  like  Nan  Castick  of  Deptford  (he  would 
say) ;    not  a  nincompoop,    like    Peg   Simper   of 
Woolwich  ;  not  a  brimstone,  like  Kate  Coddle  of 
Chatham  ;  nor  a  sMew,  like  Nell  Griffin  on  the 
Point  at  Portsmouth  (ladies  to  whom,  at  different 
times,  they  had  both  paid  their  addresses) ;  but  a 
light,  good-humoured,  sensible  Mcnch,  who  knows 
very  well  how  to  box  her  compass ;  well  trimmed 
aloft,  and  well  sheatlied  alow,  with  a  good  cargo 
under  her  hatches.'     The  commodore  at  first  im- 
agined this  commendation  was  ironical,  but  hear- 
ing it  repeated  again  and  again,  Avas  filled  with 
astonishment  at  this  surprising  change  in  the  lieu- 
ti'uanl's  behaviour ;  and,  after  a  long  fit  of  mus-" 
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ing,  concluded  tliat  Hatchway  himself  harboured 
a  matrimonial  design  on  the  person  of  Mrs.  Grizzle. 
Pleased  with  this  conjecture,  he  rallied  Jack 
in  his  turn,  and  one  night  toasted  her  health  as  a 
compliment  to  his  passion  ;  a  circumstance  which 
t  he  lady  learned  next  day  by  the  usual  canal  of  her 
intelligence,  and  intcrp relating  as  the  result  of  his 
own  tenderness  for  her,  she  congratulated  lierself 
upon  tlie  victory  she  had  obtauied  ;  and,  think- 
ing it  urmecessary  to  continue  the  resers'e  she  had 
hitherto  industriously  aflected,  resolved  from  that 
day  to  sweeten  her  behaviour  towards  him  with 
such  a  dish  of  affection  as  could  not  fail  to  per- 
suade him  that  he  had  inspired  her  with  a  recip- 
rocal flame.  In  consequence  of  this  determination, 
he  was  invited  to  dinner,  and,  while  he  staid, 
treated  with  such  cloying  proofs  of  her  regard, 
that  not  only  the  rest  of  the  company,  but  eveu 
Trunnion  himself,  perceived  her  drift  ;  and  tak- 
ing the  alarm  accordingly,  could  not  help  exclaim- 
ing,— *  oho  !  I  see  how  the  land  lies,  and  if  I 
don't  weather  the  point  I'll  be  damned.'  Having 
thus  expressed  himself  tQ*lHs  afflicted  inamorata, 
he  made  the  heat  of  iiis  way  to  the  garrison,  in 
which  he  shut  himself  up  for  the  space  of  ten 
days,  and  had  no  commuhication  with  his  friends 
and  domestics  but  by  looks,  which  were  most^ig- 
nificantly  picturesgue. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

J)ivers  stratagems  are  invented  and  put  in  practice,  in 
order  to  overcome  the  obstinacy  of  Trunnion,  who  at 
length  is  teased  and  tortured  into  the  noose  of  wedlock- 

X  HIS  abrupt  departure  and  unkind  declaration 
alTected  Mrs.  Grizzle  so  much,  that  she  fell  sick 
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of  sorrow  and  mortificalion  ;  and,  after  having 
confined  herself  to  her  IxhI  for  thn^e  days,  sent  for 
lier  brother,  told  him  she  perceived  her  end  draw- 
ing near,  and  desired  that  a  lawyer  might  be 
brought,  in  order  to  write  her  last  will.  Mr. 
Pickle,  surprised  at  her  demand,  began  to  act  the 
part  of  a  comforter,  assuring  her  that  her  distem- 
per was  not  at  all  dangerous;  and  that  he  would 
instantly  send  for  a  physician,  who  would  convince 
lier  that  she  was  in  no  maimer  of  jeopardy  ;  so 
that  there  was  no  occasion  at  present  to  employ  an 
officious  attorney  in  such  a  melancholy  task.  In- 
deed, this  affectionate  brother  was  of  opinion,  that 
a  will  was  altogether  superfluous  at  any  rate,  as 
lie  himself  Avas  heir  at  law  to  his  sister's  whole  real 
and  personal  estate.  But  she  insisted  upon  his 
compliance  with  such  determined  obstinacy,  that 
he  could  no  longer  resist  her  importunities  ;  and  a 
scriviner  arriving,  she  dictated  and  executed  her 
will,  in  which  she  bequeathed  to  Commodore 
Trunnion  one  thousand  pounds  to  purchase  a 
mourning  ring,  Mliich  she  hoped  he  would  wear 
as  a  pledge  of  her  friendsijip  and  affection.  Her 
broHier,  (hough  he  did  not  much  relish  this  testi- 
mony of  her  love,  nevertheless  that  same  evening 
gave  an  account  of  this  particular  to  Mr.  Hatch- 
way, who  was  also,  as  ^Ir.  Pickle  assured  him, 
generously  remembered  by  the  testatrix. 

The  lieutenant,  fraught  with  this  piece  of  intel- 
ligence, watched  for  an  opportunity,  and  as  soon 
as  he  perceived  the  commodore's  leatures  a  little 
unbended  from  that  ferocious  contraction  they  had 
retained  so  long,  ventured  to  inform  him  that 
Pickle's  sister  lay  at  the  j)oint  of  death,  and  that 
she  had  left  him  a  thousand  pounds  in  her  will. 
Til  is  piece  of  news  overwhelmed  him  Avith  confu- 
sion, and  i\Ir.  Hatchway  imputing  his  silence  *o 
remorse,  resolved  to  take  advantag-c  of  that  favour- 
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able  moment,  and  counselled  bim  (o  go  and  visit 
the  poor  young  ■woman,  who  was  dying  for  love 
of  liira.  But  his  admonition  happened  to  be  some- 
what unseasonable ;  for  Trunnion  no  sooner  heard 
him  mention  the  cause  of  her  disorder,  than,  his 
morosity  recurring,  he  burst  out  into  a  violent  fit 
of  cursing,  and  fbrwith  betook  himself  again  to  his 
hammock,  where  lie  lay  uttering,  in  a  low  gro%vI- 
ing  tone  of  voice,  a  repetition  of  oaths  and  impre- 
cations, for  the  space  of  four-and-twenty  hours, 
without  ceasing.  This  was  a  delicious  meal  to 
the  lieutenant,  Avho,  eager  to  enhance  tlie  pleasure 
of  the  entertainment,  and,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
duce to  the  success  of  the  cause  he  had  espotised, 
invented  a  stratagem,  the  execution  of  whicli  had 
all  tlie  effect  he  could  desire.  He  prevailed  upon 
Pipes,  who  was  devoted  to  his  service,  to  f^et  up- 
on the  (op  of  the  chimney  belonging  to  the  com- 
modore's chamber,  at  midnight,  and  to  lower 
down  by  a  rope  a  bunch  of  stinking  whitings  ; 
whicli  being  pertbrmed,  he  put  a  speaking  trum- 
pet to  his  mouth,  and  hollowed  down  the  vent,  in 
a  voice  like  thunder,  . '  Trunnion  !  Trunnion  ! 
turn  out  and  l)c  spliced,  or  lie  still  and  be  damn- 
ed.' This  dreadful  note,  the  terror  of  which  Avas 
increased  by  the  silence  and  darkness  orf' the  night, 
as  well  as  the  echo  of  the  passage  thpough  which 
it  was  conveyed,  no  sooner  reached  the  ejirs  of  the 
astonished  commodore,  than  turning  his  eye  to- 
wards the  place  from  whence  this  solemn  address 
seemed  to  proceed,  he  beheld  a  glittering  object 
that  vanished  in  an  instant.  Just  as  his  supersti- 
tious fear  had  improved  the  apparition  into  some 
supernatural  messenger  cloHicd  in  shining  array, 
his  o[)inion  was  conifiru)ed  by  a  sudden  explosion, 
which  he  took  for  thunder,  though  it  was  no  other 
than  the  noise  of  a  pistol  i^rvd  down  the  chimney 
by  the  boatswain's  mate,  according  to  the  instruc- 
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tions  lie  hail  received  ;  nnd  lie  had  time  enough  to 
tlesceiul  before  he  was  in  any  danger  of  being  de- 
tected by  his  comniantler,  ^v  ho  could  not  for  a  whole 
hour  recollect  himself  from  the  amazement  and 
consternation  which  had  overpowered  his  facul- 
ties. 

At  length,  however,  he  got  up,  and  rung  his 
bell  with  great  agitation.  He  repeated  the  sum- 
mons more  than  once  ;  but  no  regard  being  paid 
to  this  alarm,  his  dread  returned  with  double  ter- 
ror; a  cold  sweat  bedewetl  his  limbs,  his  knees 
knocked  together,  his  hair  bristled  up,  and  the  re- 
mains of  his  teeth  were  shattered  to  pieces  in  the 
convulsive  vibrations  of  his  jaws. 

In  the  midst  of  this  agony,  he  made  one  des- 
perate effort,  and,  bursting  open  the  door  of  his 
apcartment,  bolted  into  Hatchway's  chamber,  which 
happened  to  be  on  the  same  fioor.  There  he  found 
the  lieutenant  in  a  counterfeit  swoon,  who  prete^- 
cd  to  wake  from  his  trance  in  an  ejaculation  of 
'  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  !'  And,  being  ques- 
tioned by  the  terrified  commodore,  with  regard  to 
what  had  happened,  assured  him  lie  had  heard 
the  same  voice  and  clap  of  thunder  by  which 
Trunnion  himself  had  been  discomposed. 

Pipes,  whose  turn  it  was  to  watch,  concurred  in 
giving  evidence  to  the  same  purpose  ;  and  the 
commodore  not  only  owned  that  he  had  heard  the 
voice,  but  likewise  communicated  his  vision,  with 
all  the  aggravation  which  his  disturbed  fancy  sug- 
gested. 

A  consultation  immediatel}^  ensued,  in  which 
jMr.  Hatchway  very  gravely  observed,  that  the 
finger  of  God  was  plainly  perceivable  in  those  sig- 
ngj^ :  and  that  it  A\ould  be  both  sinful  and  fot)mn 
to  disregard  his  commands,  especially, as  the  match 
proposed  was,  in  all  respect;?,  more  auventageous 
than  any  that  one  of  his  yeais  and  infirmities  could 
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reasonably  cxjx^ct;  declaring,  that,  for  his  own 
part,  lie  would  not  endanger  liis  soul  and  bodV) 
bj  living  one  day  longer  under  the  same  roof  with 
a  man  who  despisal  the  holy  will  of  heaven :  and 
Tom  Pipes  adhered  to  the  same  pious  resolution. 

Trunnion's  perseverance  could  not  resist  the 
ninnber  and  diversity  of  considerations  that  as- 
saulted it ;  he  revolved  in  silence  all  the  opposite 
motives  that  occurred  to  his  reflection  ;  and  after 
Iiaving  been,  to  all  appearance,  bewildered  in  the 
labyrinth  of  his  own  thoughts,  he  wiped  the  sweat 
from  his  forehead,  and,  heaving  a  piteous  groan, 
yielded  to  their  remonstrances,  in  these  words  : 
*  Well,  since  it  must  Idc  so,  I  think  we  must  e'en 
grapple  :  but,  damn  my  eyes !  'tis  a  damn'd 
hard  case  that  a  fellow  of  my  years  should  be  com- 
pelled, d'ye  see,  to  beat  up  to  windward  all  the 
rest  of  his  life,  against  the  current  of  his  own  in- 
clination.' 

This  important  article  being  discussed,  ]SJr. 
Hatchway  set  out  in  the  morning  to  visit  the  tle- 
spairing shepherdess,  and  was  handsomely  reward- 
ed for  the  enlivening  tidings  with  wliicli  he  bless- 
etl  her  ears.  Sick  as  she  was,  she  could  not  help 
laughing  heartily  at  the  contrivance,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  her  swain's  assent  had  been  ob- 
tained, and  gave  the  lieutenant  ten  guineas  for 
Tom  Pipes,  in  consideration  of  the  part  he  actal 
in  the  farce. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  commodore  suffered  him- 
self to  be  conveyed  to  her  apartment,  like  a  felon 
to  execution,  and  was  received  by  her  in  a  lan- 
guishing manner,  and  genteel  dishabille,  accom- 
panied by  her  sister-in-law,  who  was,  for  very  ob- 
vious reasons,  extn^nely  solicitous  about  her  suc- 
cess. Tiiough  the  lieutenant  had  tutonxl  him, 
touching  his  l^ehaviour  at  this  interview,  lie  niade 
a  thousand  wry  faces  before  he  could  pronounce 
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the  simple  salutation  of  liow  d'ye  ?  to  his  mistress ; 
and,  alter  his  counsellor  Iiad   urged  him  with 
twenty  or  tliirty  whispers,  to  each  of  which  he 
had  replietl  aloud,  '  damn  your  eyes,  I  won't,* 
lie  got  nj>,  andv^lialting  towards  the  couch  on  which 
Mrs.  Grlzzfe  retlincd  in  a  state  of  strange  expect- 
ation, he  seized  her  hand,  and  pressed  it  to  his 
lips;  but  this  piece  of  gallantry  he  performed  in 
such  a  reluctant,  uncouth,  indignant  manner,  that 
the  nymph  had  need  of  all  her  resolution  to  en- 
dure the  compliment  without  shrinking  ;  and  he 
himself  was  so  disconcerted  at  what  he  had  done, 
that  he  instantly  retired  to  the  other  end  of  the 
room,  where  he  sat  silent,  broiling  with  shame 
and  vexation.     Mrs.  Pickle,  like  a  sensible  ma- 
tron, quitcd  the  place,  on  pretence  of  going  to  the 
nursery  ;    and  INIr.  Hatchway,  taking  the  hint, 
recollected  that  he  had  left  his  tobacco  pouch  in 
the  parlour,  whither  he  immediately  descended, 
leaving  the  two  lovers  to  their  mutual  endear- 
ments.    Never  had  the  commodore  found  him- 
self in  such  a  disagreeable  dilemma  before.     He 
sat  in  an  agony  of  suspense,  as  if  he  every  moment 
dreaded  the  dissolution  of  nature  ;  and  the  implor- 
ing sighs  of  his  future  bride  added,  if  possible,  to 
the  pangs  of  his  distress.     Impatient  of  his  situa- 
tion, he  rolled  his  eye  around  in  quest  of  some  re- 
lief, and,  unable  to  contain  himself,   exclaimed, 
'  damnation  seize  the  fellow  and  his  pouch  too  ! 
i  believe  he  has  sheered  off,  and  left  me  here  in 
the  stays.'    Mrs.  Grizzle,  who  could  not  help  tak- 
ing some  notice  of  this  manifestation  of  chagrin,  la- 
mented her  uidiappy  fate  in  being  so  disagreeable 
to  him,  that  he  could  not  put  up  with  her  company 
for  a  few  moments  without  repining  ;  and  began, 
in  very  tender  terms,  to  reproach  him  with  his  in- 
humanity and   indifference.     To  this  expostula- 
tion he  replied, — '  zounds !  what  would  the  wo- 
VoL  L  C 
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man  have  ?  Vt  the  parson  do  his  office  when  he 
"wool ;  here  I  am  reatly  to  be  reeved  in  the  matri- 
monial block,  d'ye  sc<^,  and  damn  all  nonsensical 
palaver.'  80  saying,  he  retreated,  leaving  his 
mistress  not  at  all  disobliged  at  his  plain  dealing. 
That  same  cvenuig  the  treaty  of  marriage  was 
))rought  upon  the  carpet,  and,  by  means  of  Mr. 
Pickle  and  the  lieutenant,  settled  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  parties,  without  the  intervention  of  law- 
yers, whom  ]Mr.  Trunnion  expressly  excluded 
from  all  shjjire  in  the  business ;  making  that  con- 
dition the  indispensable  preliminary  of  the  whole 
agreement.  Things  being  brought  to  this  iK'ar- 
ing,  Mrs.  Grizzle's  heart  dilated  witli  joy  ;  her 
health,  which,  by  the  by,  was  never  dangerously 
injpaired,  she  recovered  as  if  by  enchantment ;  and 
a  day  being  fixed  for  the  nuptials,  employed  the 
short  periotl  of  her  celibacy  in  choosing  ornaments 
for  the  celebration  of  her  entrance  into  the  married 
state. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

'Preparations  are  made  for  the  commodore's  wedding, 
tvhich  is  delayed  by  an  accident  that  hurried  him  the 
Lord  knows  whither. 

The  fameof  this  extraordinary  conjunction  spread 
all  over  the  county ;  and  on  the  day  appointed 
for  their  spousaTs,  the  church  was  surrounded  by 
an  inconceivable  multitude.  The  coniuHKlore,  to 
giv(^  a  specimen  of  his  gallantry,  by  the  advice 
of  his  friend  Hatchway,  resolved  to  appear  on 
horseback  on  the  grand  occasion,  at  tlie  head  of 
all  his  male  attendants,  whom  he  had  rigged  with 
the  white, shirts  and  blackcaps  formerly  belong- 
ing to  his  barge's  crew  ;  and  he  bought  a  cou})l<; 
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ofluiiilers  for  <lie  accom  modal  ion  of  liimsclf  and 
his  lieutenant.  With  this  cquipai^e  then  he  sot 
out  from  the  garrison  for  the  churcl),  after  having 
dispatched  a  messenger  to  apprise  the  bride  that 
Jie  and  his  company  were  mounted.  She  got  im- 
mediately  into  the  coach,  accompanied  by  her 
brother  and  his  wife,  and  drove  directly  to  the 
])lace  of  assignation,  where  several  pews  Avcre  de- 
molished, and  divers  persons  ahuost  pressed  to 
death,  by  the  eagerness  of  the  crowd  that  broke  in 
to  see  the  ceremony  j)erforraed.  Thus  arrived  at 
the  altar,  and  the  priest  in  attendance,  they  wait- 
ed a  whole  half  hour  for  the  commodore,  at  whose 
slowness  they  began  to  be  under  some  apprehen- 
sion, and  accordingly  dismissed  a  servant  to  quick- 
en his  pace.  The  valet  havuig  rode  something 
more  than  a  mile,  espied  the  whole  troop  disposed 
in  a  long  field,  crossing  the  road  obliquely,  and 
1  leaded  by  the  bridegroom  and  Jiis  friend  Hatch- 
Avt'.y,  who,  finding  lihuself  hindered  by  a  hedge 
from  proc(vding  farther  in  tlie  same  direction, 
fired  a  pistol,  and  stood  over  to  the  other  side, 
making  an  obtuse  angle  with  tlie  line  of  his  for- 
mer course ;  and  the  rest  of  the  squadron  followed 
ijis  exam{)le,  keeping  always  in  tlie  rear  of  each 
other  like  a  ilight  of  wild  geese. 

Surprised  at  this  strange  method  of  journeying, 
the  messenger  came  up,  and  told  the  commodore 
that  his  lady  and  her  company  expected  him  in 
the  church,  where  they  had  tarried  a  considerable 
lime,  and  were  beginning  to  be  very  uneasy  at  his 
delay  ;  and  thereibre  desired  he  would  proceed 
with  more  expedition.  To  this  message  Mr. 
Trunnion  replied, — '  hark  ye,  brother,  don't  you 
see  we  make  all  possible  speed  ?  go  back,  and  tell 
lliose  who  sent  you,  that  the  wind  has  shifted  since 
we  weighed  anchor,  and  that  we  are  obliged  to 
make  very  short  trips  in  tacking,  by  reason  of  the 
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narrowness  of  the  channel ;  artd  that  as  we  lie 
within  six  points  of  the  wind,  they  must  make 
some  allowance  for  variation  and  leeway.'  '  Lord, 
sir  !  said  the  valet,  what  occasion  have  you  to  go 
zig-zag  in  that  manner  ?  do  but  clap  spurs  to 
3^our  horses,  and  ride  straight  forward,  and  I'll 
engage  you  shall  be  at  the  church-porch  in  less 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour.'  '  What !  right  in 
the  wind's  eye  ?'  answered  the  commander,  '  ahey ! 
brother,  where  did  you  learn  your  navigation  ? 
Hawser  Trunnion  is  not  to  be  taught  at  this  time 
of  day  how  to  lie  his  course,  or  keep  his  own 
reckoning.  And  as  for  you,  brother,  you  best 
know  the  trim  of  your  own  frigate.'  The  courier 
finding  he  had  to  do  with  people  who  would  not 
be  easily  persuaded  out  of  their  own  opinions,  re- 
turned to  the  temple,  and  made  a  report  of  what 
he  had  seen  and  heard,  to  the  no  small  consolation 
of  the  bride,  who  had  begun  to  discover  some 
siffus  of  disquiet.  Composed,  however,  by  this 
piece  of  intelligence,  she  exerted  her  patience  for 
the  space  of  another  half  hour,  during  which 
period,  seeing  no  bridegroom  arrive,  she  was  ex- 
ceedingly alarmed ;  so  that  all  the  spectators  could 
easily  perceive  her  perturbation,  which  manifest- 
ed itself  in  frequent  palpitations,  heart-heavlilgs, 
and  alterations  of  countenance,  in  spite  of  the  as- 
sistance of  a  smelling^ttle,  which  she  incessantly 
applied  to  her  nostrils. 

Various  were  the  conjectures  of  the  company 
on  this  occasion :  some  imagtHgd  he  had  mistaken 
the  place  of  rendezvous;  as  he  had  never  been  at 
church  since  he  first  settled  in  that  parish  ;  others 
believed  he  had  met  with  some  accident,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  his  attendants  had  carried  him 
back  to  his  own  house  ;  and  a  third  set,  in  which 
the  bride  herself  was  thought  to  be  comprehended, 
could  not  help  suspecting  that  the  commodore 
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had  changed  his  mind.  But  all  these  supposi- 
tions, ingenious  as  they  were,  happened  to  be 
wide  of  tlu;  true  cause  that  detained  him,  which 
was  no  otlier  tlian  this. — The  commodore  and  his 
crew  had,  by  dint  of  turning,  almost  weathered 
the  parson's  house  that  stood  to  windward  of  the 
cliurch,  when  the  notes  of  a  pack  of  hounds  un- 
luckily reached  the  ears  of  the  two  hunters  which 
Trruinion  and  the  lieutenant  bestrode.  These  fleet 
animals  no  sooner  heard  the  enlivening  sound, 
than,  eager  for  the  chase,  they  sprung  away  all 
of  a  sudden,  and  strained  every  nerve  to  partake 
of  the  sport,  flew  across  the  fields  with  incredible 
speed,  overleaped  hedges  and  ditches,  and  every 
thing  in  their  way,  without  the  least  regard  to 
their  unfortunate  riders.  The  lieutenant,  whose 
steed  had  got  tlie  heels  of  the  other,  finding  it 
would  l)c  great  folly  and  presumption  in  him  to 
pretend  to  keep  the  saddle  with  his  wooden  leg, 
very  \visely  took  the  opportunity  of  throwing  him- 
self ofl"  in  his  passage  through  a  field  of  rich  clo- 
ver, among  which  he  lay  at  his  ease  ;  and  seeing 
his  captain  advancing  at  full  gallop,  hailed  him 
with  the  salutation  of  *  what  cheer  ?  ho  1'  The 
commodore,  who  was  in  infinite  distress,  eyeing 
him  askance,  as  he  passed,  replial  witli  a  faltering 
voice, — '  O  damn  you !  you  are  safe  at  an  anchor ; 
J  wish  to  God  I  were  as  fast  moored.'  Neverthe- 
less, conscious  of  his  disabled  heel,  he  would  not 
venture  to  try  the  experiment  which  had  succeed- 
ed so  well  with  Hatchway,  but  resolved  to  stick  as 
close  as  possible  to  his  horse's  back,  until  Provi- 
dence should  interpose  in  his  behalf.  With  this 
view  he  dropped  his  whip,  and  with  his  right 
hand  laid  fast  hold  on  the  pummel,  contracting 
every  muscle  in  his  body  to  secure  himself  in  the 
scat,  and  grinning  most  formidably,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  exertion.     In  this  attitude  he  was 
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hurried  on  a  considerable  way,  Mlicn  all  of  a  sud- 
den his  view  was  comforted  by  a  iive-bar  gate  that 
appeared  before  him,  as  he  never  doubted  that 
tlierc  the  career  of  his  hunter  must  necessarily 
end.  But,  atas  !  he  reckoned  without  his  host  : 
Far  from  haltuio;  at  this  obstruction,  the  horse 
spruug  over  it  with  amazing  agility,  to  the  utter 
t.onfusion  and  disorder  of  his  owner,  who  lost  his 
hat  and  periwig  in  the  leap,  and  now  began  to 
think  in  good  earnest  that  he  was  actually  mount- 
ed on  the  back  of  the  devil.  He  recommended 
himself  to  God,  his  reflection  forsook  hhn,  his 
eyesight  and  all  his  other  senses  failed,  he  quitted 
the  reins,  and,  fastening  by  instinct  on  the  mane, 
was  in  this  condition  conveyed  into  the  midst  of 
the  sportsmen,  who  were  astonished  at  the  sight  of 
such  an  apparition.  Neither  was  their  surprise 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  we  reflect  on  the  figure  that 
presented  itself  to  their  view.  The  commotlore's 
person  was  at  all  times  an  object  of  admiration  ; 
much  more  so  on  this  occasion,  when  every  singu- 
larity was  aggravated  by  the  circumstances  of  his 
dress  and  disaster. 

He  had  put  on,  in  honour  of  his  nuptials,  his  best 
coat  of  blue  broad  cloth,  cut  by  a  tailor  of  Ramsgate, 
and  trimmed  with  five  dozen  of  brass  buttons,  large 
and  small ;  his  breeches  were  of  the  same  piece, 
fastened  at  the  knees  with  large  bunches  of  tape ;  h  is 
waistcoat  was  of  red  plush,  lapelled  with  grct^n 
velvet,  and  garnished  with  vellum  holes  ;  his  boots 
bore  an  infinite  resemblance,  lx)th  in  colour  and 
shape,  to  a  pair  of  leather  buckets  ;  his  shoulder 
was  graced  with  a  broad  bull'  belt,  from  whence 
dejjended  a  huge  hanger,  with  a  hilt  like  that  of 
a  backsword ;  and  on  each  side  of  his  pummel 
appeared  a  rusty  pistol,  rammed  in  a  case  cover- 
ed with  a  bearskin.  The  loss  of  his  tie  periwig 
and  laced  hat,  which  were  curiositi(^  of  the  kind, 
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did  not  at  all  confribiitc  to  the  improvement  of 
Hio  i)i(tiire,  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  exhibitini^ 
liis  bald  pate,  and  the  natural  extension  of  his 
htnthorn  jaws,  added  to  the  peculiarity  and  ex- 
tiavnii^ance  of  the  whole.  8ueh  a  spectacle  could 
not  have  tailed  of  diverting  the  Avhole  company 
from  the  chase,  had  his  horse  thought  proper  to 
pursue  a  different  route,  but  the  beast  Avas  too 
keen  a  sporter  to  choose  any  other  way  than  that 
Avhich  the  slat^  followed  ;  and  therefore,  without 
>topping  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  spectators, 
he,  in  a  lew  minutes,  outstripped  every  hunter  in 
the  field.  There  being  a  deep  hollow  way  betwixt 
him  and  the  hounds,  rather  than  ride  round  about 
the  length  of  a  furlong  to  a  path  that  crossed  the 
lane,  he  transported  himself,  at  one  jump,  to  the 
imspeakablc  astonishment  and  terror  of  a  waggon- 
er who  chanced  to  be  underueatli,  and  saw  this 
phenomenon  fly  over  his  carriage.  This  was  not . 
the  only  adventure  he  achieved.  The  stag  hav- 
ing taken  a  deep  river  that  lay  in  his  way,  every 
man  directed  his  course  to  a  bridge  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  but  our  bridegrooia's  courser,  despis- 
ing all  such  conveniencics,  plunged  into  the  stream 
without  hesitation,  and  swam  in  a  twinkling  to 
the  opposite  shore.  This  sudden  immersion  into 
an  element,  of  which  Trunnion  was  properly  a 
native,  in  all  probability  helped  to  recruit  the  ex- 
hausted spirits  of  his  rider,  who,  at  liis  landing  on 
the  other  side,  gave  some  t(j»lj,i;|T§  of  sensation,  by 
hollowing  aloud  for  assisfance,  whicli  he  could 
not  possibly  receive,  because  his  horse  still  main- 
laiued  the  adAantage  he  had  gained,  and  would 
not  allow  lumsi^lf  to  be  overtaken. 

In  short,  after  a  long  chase,  that  lasted  several 
hours,  and  extended  to  a  dozen  miles  at  least,  he 
was  the  fir^t  in  at  the  death  of  the  deer,  being 
seconded  by  the  lieutenant's  ireldinir,  which,  ac- 
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tuatcd  by  the  same  spirit,  had,  without  a  rider, 
followed  his  companion's  example. 

Our  bridegroom  finding  himself  at  last  brought 
up,  or,  in  other  words,  at  the  end  of  his  career, 
took  the  opportunity  of  the  first  pause,  to  desire 
the  huntsmen  would  lend  him  a  hand  in  dismount- 
ing ;  and  was  by  their  condescension  safely  plac- 
ed on  the  grass,  whsre  he  sat  staring  at  the  com- 
pany as  they  came  in,  with  such  wildness  of  as- 
tonishment in  his  Is^oks,  as  if  he  had  been  a  crea- 
ture of  another  species,  dropt  among  them  from 
the  clouds. 

Before  they  had  fleshed  the  hounds,  however, 
he  recollected  himself,  and  seeing  one  of  the  sports- 
men take  a  small  flask  out  of  his  pocket  and  ap- 
ply it  to  his  mouth,  judged  the  cordial  to  be  no 
other  than  neat  coniac,  which  it  really  was  ;  and 
expressing  a  desire  of  participation,  was  immedi- 
ately accommodated  with  a  moderate  dose,  which 
perfectly  completed  his  recovery. 

By  this  time  he  and  his  two  horses  had  engrossed 
the  attention  of  the  whole  crowd  ;  while  some  ad- 
mired  the  elegant  proportion  and  uncommon  spi- 
rit of  the  two  animals,  the  rest  contemplated  the 
syiprising  appearance  of  their  master,  whom  be- 
fore i^y  had  only  seen  en  passant;  and  at  length 
one  of  the  gentlemen  accosting  him  very  courte- 
ously, signified  his  wonder  at  seeuig  him  in  sucli 
an  equipage,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  not  drop- 
ped his  companion  by  the  way  ?  '  Why,  look 
ye,  brother,'  replied  the  commodore,  'majhapyou 
(hink  me  an  odd  sort  of  a  fellow,  seeing  me  in  this 
trim,  especially  as  I  have  lost  part  of  my  rigging ; 
but  this  here  is  the  case,  d'ye  see  :  I  weighed  an- 
chor from  ray  own  house  this  morning  at  ten 
A.  M.  with  fair  weather  and  a  favourable  breeze 
at  south-south-east,  being  bound  to  the  next 
chiuch  on  the  voyage  of  matrimony  :  but  how- 
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somcvcr,  mc  bad  not  run  donn  a  quarter  of  a 
league,  when  the  wind  shifting,  blowed  directly 
in  our  teeth ;  so  that  wc  were  tbrced  to  tack  all 
the  way,  d'ye  see,  and  had  almost  beat  up  within 
sight  of  the  port,  when  these  sons  of  bitches  of 
horses,  which  1  had  bought  but  two  days  before 
(ibr  my  own  part,  I  believe  they  are  devils  incar- 
nate), lulled  roimd  in  a  trice,  and  then  refusing 
the  helm,  drove  aw  ay  like  lightning  with  me,  and  my 
lieutenant,  who  soon  came  to  anchor  in  an  exceed- 
ing good  birth.  As  for  my  owji  part  I  have  been 
carried  over  rocks,  and  flats,  and  quick-sands ; 
among  which  I  have  pitched  away  a  special  good 
tie  periwig,  and  an  iron  bound  hat ;  and  at  last, 
thank  God !  am  got  into  smooth  water  and  safe 
riding  ;  but  if  ever  I  venture  my  carcass  upon 
such  hare'um  scarc'um  blood  of  a  bitch  again,  my 
name  is  not  Hawser  Trunnion,  damn  my  eyes !' 

One  of  the  company  struck  with  this  name, 
which  he  had  often  heard,  immetliately  laid  hold 
oji  his  declaration  at  the  close  of  this  singular  ac- 
count ;  and  observing  that  his  horses  were  very 
vitious,  asked  how  he  intended  to  return  ?  *  As 
for  that  matter,'  replied  Mr.  Trunnion,  '  I  am  re- 
solved to  hire  a  sledge  or  waggon,  or  such  a  thing 
as  a  jack-ass  ;  tor  I'll  be  damn'd  if  ever  I  cross 
the  back  of  a  horse  again.'  '  And  what  tlo  you 
propose  to  do  with  these  creatures  ?'  (said  the 
other,  pointing  to  the  hunters),  '  they  seem  to  have 
some  mettle ;  but  then  they  are  mere  colts,  and 
w  ill  take  the  devil  and  all  of  breaking.  Methinks 
this  hinder  one  is  shoulder-slipped.'  '  Damn 
them,'  cried  the  commodore,  '  I  wish  both  their 
necks  were  broke,  thof  the  two  cost  me  forty  good 
ycilow-boys.'  '  Forty  guineas  !'  (exclaimed  the 
stranger,  w  ho  was  a  'squire  and  a  jokey,  as  well 
as  oAvner  of  the  pack),'  '  Lord  !  lord !  how  a  man 
may  be  imposed  upon  !   Why,  these  cattle  are 
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cliimsey  enough  to  go  to  plough ;  mind  what  a 
flat  counter ;  do  but  obsen^e  how  sharp  this  here 
one  is  in  the  withers ;  then  he's  fired  in  the  fmlher 
fedock.'  In  short,  this  connoisseur  in  horse  flesh, 
having  discovered  in  them  all  the  defects  whicli 
can  possibly  be  found  in  that  species  of  animals, 
oflbred  to  give  him  ten  guineas  for  the  two,  saying 
he  would  convert  them  into  beasts  of  burthen. 
The  owner,  who  (after  what  had  happened)  was 
very  well  disposed  to  listen  to  any  thing  that  was 
said  to  theii'  prejudice,  implicitly  beheved  the 
truth  of  the  stranger's  asseverations,  discharged  a 
furious  volley  of  oaths  against  the  rascal  who  had 
taken  him  in,  and  forthwith  struck  a  bargain  with 
the  squire,  who  paid  him  instantly  for  his  pur- 
chase ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  won  the  plate 
at  the  next  Canterbury  races. 

This  afiair  being  transacted  to  the  mutual  satis- 
faction of  both  parties,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
cntertaiimient  of  the  company,  vho  laughed  in 
their  sleeves  at  the  dexterity  of  their  friend.  Trun- 
nion was  set  upon  the  squire's  own  horse,  and  led 
by  his  servant  in  the  midst  of  this  cavalcade, 
which  proceeded  to  a  neighbouring  village,  where 
they  had  bespoke  dinner,  and  where  our  bride- 
groom found  means  to  provide  himself  with  an- 
other hat  and  wig.  With  regard  to  his  marriage, 
he  bore  his  disappointment  with  the  temper  of  a 
jjhilosopher ;  and  the  exercise  he  had  imdergone 
Iiaving  quickened  his  appetite,  sat  down  at  table 
in  the  midst  of  his  new  acquaijitance,  making  a 
very  hearty  meal,  and  moistening  evcrj*  morsel 
w  ith  a  draught  of  the  ale,  which  he  found  very 
much  to  his  satisfaction. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


He  is  found  ly  the  lieutenant reconducted  to  his  own 

house. . .  .married  to  Mrs.  Grizzle who  meets  with 

a  small  misfortune  in  the  night,  and  asserts  her  prero- 
gative next  morning in  consequence  of  which,  her 

husband's  eye  is  endangered. 

JVIkaxwhile  Lieutenant  Hatchway  made  shift 
to  hobble  to  the  church,  Avliere  he  informed  the 
company  of  what  had  happened  io  the  commo- 
dore ;  and  the  bride  beliaved  with  great  decency 
on  the  occasion  ;  for,  as  soon  as  slie  understood 
the  danger  to  which  her  future  husband  was  ex- 
posed, she  fainted  in  the  arms  of  her  sister-in-law, 
lo  the  surprise  of  all  the  spectators,  who  could  not 
comprehend  the  cause  of  lier  disorder  ;  and  Avhen 
she  was  recovered  by  the  application  of  smelling 
bottles,  earnestly  begged  that  Mr.  Hatchway  and 
Tom  Pipes  would  take  her  brother's  coach,  and 
go  in  quest  of  their  commander. 

This  task  they  readily  undertook,  being  escort- 
ed by  all  the  rest  of  his  adherents  on  horseback  ; 
w  hile  the  bride  and  her  friends  were  invited  to  the 
parson's  Jiouse,  and  the  ceremony  deferred  till 
another  occasion. 

The  lieutenant,  steering  his  course  as  near  the 
line  of  direction  in  which  Trunnion  went  off,  as 
the  coach  road  would  permit,  got  intelligence  of 
his  track  from  one  farm-house  to  another ;  for 
such  an  a|>parition  cojild  not  fail  of  attractin^• 
parflCliIaf  notice ;  and  one  of  the  horsemen  haring 
picked  up  his  hat  -id  wig  in  a  bye  path,  the 
^vhole  troop  entered  the  village  where  he  was  lodg- 
ed, about  tour  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  When 
they  understood  he  was  safely  housed  at  the  Georg-e, 
they  rode  up  to  the  door  in  a  body,  and  expresa^d . 
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their  satisfaction  in  three  cheers  ;  A>hich  were  re- 
turned by  the  company  within,  as  soon  as  they 
were  instructed  in  the  nature  of  the  sahite  by 
Trunnion,  who  by  iJiis  time  had  entered  into  all 
the  jollity  of  his  new  friends,  and  was  indeed  more 
than  half  seas  over.  The  lieutenant  was  intro- 
duced to  all  present  as  his  sworn  brother,  and  had 
something  tossed  up  for  his  dinner.  Tom  Pipes 
and  the  crew  were  regaled  in  another  room  :  and 
a  fresh  pair  of  horses  being  put  to  the  coach,  about 
six  in  the  evening  the  commodore,  with  all  his 
attendants,  departed  for  the  garrison,  after  having 
shook  hands  with  every  individual  in  the  house. 

Without  any  farther  accident,  he  was  conveyed 
in  safety  to  his  owji  gate,  before  nine,  and  com- 
niited  to  the  care  of  Pipes,  who  carried  him  in- 
stantly to  his  hammock,  while  the  lieutenant  was 
driven  away  to  the  place  where  the  bride  and  her 
friends  remained  in  great  anxiety,  which  vanished 
when  he  assured  them  that  his  commodore  was 
safe,  being  succeeded  by  abundance  of  mirth  and 
pleasantry  at  the  account  he  gave  of  Trimnion's 
adventure. 

Another  day  was  fixed  for  the  nuptials  ;  and  in 
order  to  baulk  the  curiosity  of  idle  people,  which 
had  given  great  oUcnce,  Hie  parson  was  prevailed 
upon  to  perform  the  ceremony  in  the  garrison, 
which  all  that  day  was  adorned  with  flags  and  pen- 
dants displayed,  and  at  night  illuminated  by  the 
direction  of  Hatchway,  who  also  ordered  the  pa- 
tereroes  to  be  tired  as  soon  as  the  marriage  knot 
was  tied.  Neither  were  tlie  other  parts  of  the  en- 
tertainment neglected  by  this  ingenious  contriver, 
who  producetl  undeniable  Jjroofs  of  his  elegance 
and  art  in  the  wedding  supper,"  which  had  been 
committed  to  his  management  and  direction. 
This  genial  banquet  was  entirely  composed  of  sea- 
dishes  :  a  huge  pillaw,  consisting  of  a  large  piece 
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of  beef  sliced,  a  couple  of  fowls,  and  half  a  peck 
of  rice,  smoked  in  tlic  middle  of  the  board  ;  a  dish 
of  hnrd  fish  swimming  in  oil,  appeared  at  each 
CI  id,  the  sides  being  furnished  with  a  mess  of  that 
savoury  composition  known  by  the  name  of  lobs- 
(K)iirse,  and  a  plale  of  salmagundy.  The  second 
course  dis])laycd  a  goose  of  a  monstrous  magni- 
tude, flanked  with  two  Guinea  hens,  a  pig  bar- 
becu'd,  an  hock  of  salt  pork  in  the  midst  of  a  pease 
})udiUng,  a  leg  of  mutton  roasted,  with  potatoes, 
and  another  boiled  with  yams.  The  tliird  service 
was  made  up  with  a  loin  of  fresh  pork  with  apple 
sause,  a  kid  smothered  Avith  onions,  and  a  terrapin 
\mkcd  in  the  shell ;  and  last  of  all,  a  prodigious 
sea  pye  was  presented,  with  an  infinite  volume  of 
})ancakes  and  frhters.  That  every  thing  might 
be  answerable  to  the  magnificence  of  this  delicate 
feast,  he  had  provided  vast  quantities  of  strong 
beer,  flip,  rumbo,  and  burnt  brandy,  with  plenty 
of  Barbadocs  water,  for  the  ladies ;  and  hired  all 
the  fiddles  within  six  miles,  who,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  drum,  bagpipe,  and  Welsh  harp,  regal- 
ed ihe  guests  with  a  juost  melodious  concert. 

The  company,  who  were  not  at  all  exceptions, 
seemed  extremely  well  pleased  with  every  parti- 
cular of  the  entertainment ;  and  the  evening  being 
spent  in  the  most  social  manner,  the  bride  was  by 
her  sister  conducted  to  her  apartment,  where,  how- 
ever, a  trifling  circumstance  had  like  to  have  de- 
stroyed the  harmony  which  had  been  hitherto 
maintained. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  there  was  not  one 
standing  bed  within  the  walls  ;  therefore  the  rea- 
der will  not  wonder  that  Mrs.  Trunnion  was  out 
of  humour,  when  she  found  herself  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  being  confined  with  her  spouse  in  a  ham- 
mock, which,  though  enlarged  with  a  double  por- 
tion of  canvas,  and  dilated  Avith  a  yoke  for  the  oc- 
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casion,  was  at  best  but  a  disagreeable,  not  to  saj 
dangerous,  situation.  8hc  accordingly  complain- 
ed with  some  warmth  of  this  inconvenience,  which 
slie  imputed  to  disres|)ect,  and  at  first  absolutely 
refused  to  put  up  with  the  expedient ;  but  Mrs. 
Pickle  soon  brought  her  to  reason  and  compliance, 
by  observing  that  one  night  would  soon  be  elaps- 
ed, and  next  day  she  might  regulate  her  own  eco- 
nomy. 

Thus  persuaded,  she  ventured  into  the  vehicle, 
and  was  visited  by  her  husband  in  less  than  an 
hour,  the  company  being  departed  to  their  own 
homes,  and  the  garrison  left  to  the  command  of 
his  lieutenant  and  mate.  But  it  seems  the  hooks 
that  supported  this  swuiging  couch  were  not  cal- 
culated for  the  addition  of  weight  which  they  were 
now  destined  to  boar  ;  and  therefore  gave  way  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  to  the  no  small  terror 
of  Mrs.  Trunnion,  who  perceiving  herself  falling, 
screamed  aloud,  and  by  that  exclamation  brought 
Hatchway,  with  a  light,  into  the  chamber.  Though 
she  had  received  no  injury  by  the  fall,  she  was  ex- 
tremely discomposed  and  incensed  at  the  accident, 
which  she  even  openly  ascribed  to  the  obstinacy 
and  whimsical  oddity  of  the  commodore,  in  such 
jietulent  terms  as  evidently  declared  that  she 
thought  her  great  aim  accomplished,  and  her 
authority  secured  against  all  the  shocks  of  for- 
tune. Indeed  her  bedfellow  seemed  to  be  of  the 
same  opinion,  by  his  tacit  resignation  ;  for  he 
made  no  reply  to  her  insinuations,  but  with  a  most 
vinegar  aspect,  crawletl  out  of  his  nest,  and  betook 
himself  to  rest  in  another  apartment,  while  his 
irritated  spouse  dismissed  the  lieutenant,  and  from 
the  wreck  of  the  hammock  made  an  occasional 
bed  for  herself  on  the  floor,  fully  determinal  to 
provide  better  accommodation  for  the  next  night's 
lotlging. 


PERlGniNE  PICKLE.  (^ 

Ilaviiii^  no  inclination  to  sleep,  her  thoughts, 
during  the  remaining  part  of  the  night,  were  en- 
grossed by  a  scheme  of  reformation  she  was  re- 
solved to  execute  in  the  family ;  and  no  sooner  did 
the  tirst  lark  bid  salutation  to  the  morn,  than, 
starting  from  her  huml)Ie  couch,  and  huddling  on 
her  clothes,  she  sallied  from  lier  chamber,  explor- 
ed her  way  through  paths  before  unknown,  and 
in  the  course  of  her  researches,  p;rceivcd  a  large 
])ell,  to  which  she  made  suchetiectual  application, 
as  alarmed  every  soul  in  the  family.  In  a  moment 
she  was  surrounded  by  Hatchway,  Pipes,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  servants,  half  dressed  ;  but  seeing 
none  of  the  feminine  gender  appear,  she  began  to 
storm  at  tli:'  sloth  and  hiziness  of  the  maids,  who, 
she  observed,  ought  to  have  been  at  work  an  hour 
ixi  least  beibrc  she  called  ;  and  then,  for  the  first 
time,  understood  that  no  woman  was  permitted  to 
sleep  within  the  walls. 

8lie  did  not  fail  to  exclain  against  this  regula- 
tion ;  and  being  informed  that  the  cook  and  cham- 
bermaid lodge<l  hi  a  small  ottice-house,  that  stood 
Avithout  the  gate,  ordered  the  draw-bridge  to  be 
let  down,  and  in  jx3rson  beat  up  their  quarters, 
commanding  tlicm  forthwith  to  set  about  scouring 
Xhe  rooms,  which  had  not  been  hitherto  kept  in  a 
very  decent  coiidition,  Avhile  two  men  were  imme- 
diately employed  to  trafisport  the  bed  on  which 
she  used  to  lie,  fcom  her  brother's  house  to  her 
new  habitation ;  so  that,  in  less  than  two  hours, 
the  whole  economy  of  the  garrison  was  turned 
topsy-turvy,  and  every  thing  involved  m  tumult 
and  noise.  Trunnion  being  disturbed  and  dis- 
tracted with  the  uproar,  turned  out  in  his  shirt 
like  a  maniac,  and  arming  himseh^with  a  cudgel 
of  crab-tree,  made  an  irruption  into  his  wife's 
apartment,  where  perceivhig  a  couple  of  carpen- 
ters at  work,  uijoinuig  a  bedstead,  he,  with  many 
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dreadful  oaths  and  opprobrious  invectives,  order-' 
ed  them  to  desist,  swearing  lie  would  suffer  no 
bulk-heads  nor  hurricane  houses  to  stand  where 
he  was  master ;  but  finding  his  remonstrances 
disregarded  by  these  mechanics,  who  believed 
him  to  be  some  madman  belonging  to  the  family, 
who  had  broke  from  his  confinement,  he  assault- 
ed them  botli  with  great  fury  and  indignation, 
and  was  handled  so  roughly  in  the  encounter,  that, 
in  a  very  short  time,  he  measured  his  length  on 
the  floor,  in  consequence  of  a  blow  that  he  receiv- 
ed from  a  hammer,  by  which  the  sight  of  his  re- 
maining eye  was  grievously  endangered. 

Having  thus  reduced  him  to  a  state  of  subjec- 
tion, they  resolved  to  secure  him  with  cords,  and 
were  actually  busy  in  adjusting  his  fetters,  when  he 
was  exempted  from  the  disgrace,  by  the  accidental 
entrance  of  his  fepouse,  who  rescued  him  from  the 
hands  of  his  adversaries,  and,  in  the  midst  of  her 
condolence,  imputed  his  misfortune  to  the  incon- 
siderate roughness  of  his  own  disposition . 

He  breathed  nothing  but  revenge,  and  made 
some  efforts  to  chastise  the  insolence  of  the  workr^- 
men,  who,  as  soon  as  they  understood  his  quality, 
asked  forgiveness  for  what  they  had  done,  with 
great  humility,  protc&ling  that  they  did  know  he 
was  master  of  the  house.  But,  far  from  being  satis- 
fied with  this  apology,  he  groped  about  ({yr  the 
bell  (the  inflammation  of  his  eye  having  utterly 
deprived  him  of  sight),  and  the  rope  being,  by 
the  precaution  of  the  delinquents,  conveyed  out 
of  his  reach,  began  to  storm  with  incredible  voci- 
feration, like  a  lion  roaring  in  the  toil,  pouring 
forth  innumerable  oaths  aVl  execratioits,  and  call- 
ing by  name  Hatchway  and  Pipes,  who  being 
within  hearing,  obeyed  the  extraordinary  sum- 
mons, and  were  ordered  to  put  the  carpenters  iu 
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irons,  for  having  audaciously  assaulted  him  in  his 
own  house. 

His  myrmidons  seeing  he  had  been  evil-entreat- 
ed, ^vcrc  exasperaJed  at  the  insult  he  had  suffered, 
which  they  considered  as  an  affront  upon  the  dig- 
nity of  the  garrison  :  the  more  so,  as  the  mutin<«rs 
s<}emed  to  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of  deferice, 
and  set  their  authority  at  deiiance  :  they  there- 
fore unsheathed  their  cutlasses,  which  tiiey  com- 
monly wore  as  badges  of  their  commission  ;  and 
a  desperate  engagement,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  ensued,  had  not  the  lady  of  the  castle  inter- 
posed, and  prevented  the  effects  of  their  animosi- 
ty, by  assuring  the  lieutenant  that  the  commodore 
had  been  the  aggressor,  and  that  the  workmen 
finding  themselves  attacked  in  such  an  extraordi- 
nary manner,  by  a  person  whom  they  did  not 
know,  were  obliged  to  act  in  their  own  defence, 
by  which  he  had  received  that  unlucky  contusion. 

Mr.  Hatch>vay  no  sooner  learnt  the  sentiments 
of  Mrs.  Trunnion,  than  slieathing  his  indignation, 
he  told  the  commodore  that  he  should  always  be 
ready  to  execute  his  lawful  commands,  but  that 
he  could  not  in  conscience  be  concerned  in  op- 
preessing  poor  people,  who  had  been  guilty  of  no 
offence. 

This  unexpected  declaration,  together  with  the 
licliaviour  of  his  wife,  who  in  his  hearing  desired 
the  carpenters  to  resume  their  work,  filled  the 
breast  of  Trunnion  with  rage  and  mortification. 
He  pulled  off"  his  woollen  night-cap,  pummel'd. 
his  bare  pate,  beat  the  floor  alternately  with  his 
feci,  swore  his  people  had  betrayed  him,  and  curs- 
ed hims(?lf  to  the  lowest  pit  of  hell,  for  having  ad- 
mitted such  a  cockatrice  into  his  family.  But  all 
these  exclamations  did  not  avail ;  they  were  among 
the  last  essays  of  his  resistance  to  the  will  of  his 
wife,  whose  influence  among  his  adherents  had  al- 
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ready  swallowed  up  his  own,  and  Avho  now  pe- 
remptorily told  him,  tlmt  he  must  leave  the  ma- 
jiajrement  of  every  thing  within  doors  to  her,  who 
iiuderstood  Ijest  what  was  for  his  honour  and  ad- 
vantage. She  then  ordered  a  poultice  to  be  pre- 
pared for  his  eye,  which  being  applied,  he  was 
committed  to  tlie  care  of  Pipes,  by  whom  he  was 
led  about  tlie  house  like  a  blind  bear  growling  for 
jjrey,  while  his  industrious  yoke-fellow  executed 
every  circumstance  of  the  plan  she  had  project- 
ed ;  so  that,  when  he  recovered  his  vision,  he  was 
an  utter  stranger  in  his  own  house. 


CHAPTER  X. 

The  commodore  leing  in  some  cases  restive,  his  lady  has 
recourse  to  artifice  in  the  establishment  of  her  throne. 
....  She  exhilits  symptoms  of  pregnancy,  to  the  un- 
speakallcjoy  of  TrufifnO'n,  who  nevertheless  is  baulked 
in  his  expectation. 

These  innovations  were  not  effected  without  many- 
loud  objections  on  his  jjart ;  and  divers  curious 
dialogues  passed  between  him  and  his  yoke-fellow, 
who  always  came  off  victorioiis  from  the  dispute  ; 
insomuch  that  his  countenance  gradually  fell  ;  he 
Ijegan  to  suppress,  and  at  length  entirely  devour- 
ed, his  chagrin  ;  the  terrors  of  superior  authority 
were  plainly  perceivable  in  his  features,  and  in  less 
than  tliree  months  he  became  a  thorough-paced 
husband.  Not  that  his  obstinacy  was  extinguish- 
ed, thougli  overcome  ;  in  soine  things  be  was  as 
inflexible  and  mulish  as  ever ;  but  then  he  durst 
not  kick  so  oi^euly,  and  was  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  Ijeing  passive  in  his  resentments.  Mrs. 
Trunnion,  for  example,  proposed  that  a  coach 
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and  six  should  be  inirchased,  as  slie  could  not 
ride  on  liorst^back,  and  the  chaise  was  a  scanda- 
lous carriage  for  a  person  of  her  coivdition :  the 
coniniodore,  conscious  of  his  own  inferior  capacity 
in  ])oint  of  reasonino',  did  not  think  proi)er  to  dis- 
pnle  the  proposal,  but  lent  a  deaf  ear  to  her  re- 
monstrances, tboujji^h  they  were  enforced  with  every 
arirnnient  wliich  she  thoui!:ht  could  sooth,  terrify, 
shame,  or  decoy,  him  into  compliance  :  in  vain  did 
she  urge  the  excess  of  affection  she  had  for  hhn,  as 
jueriting  some  return  of  tenderness  and  condes- 
eension  ;  he  was  even  proof  against  certain  me- 
nacing liints  she^gave,  touching  the  reacntment  of 
a  slightetl  woman ;  and  he  stood  out  against  all 
the  considerations  of  dignity  or  disgrace,  like  a 
Indwark  of  brass.  Neither  was  lie  moved  to  any 
indecent  or  unkind  expressions  of  contradiction, 
even  when  she  upbraided  him  with  his  sordid  dis- 
position, and  put  him  in  mind  of  the  fortune  and 
honour  he  bad  acquired  by  his  marriage,  but 
seemcvd  to  retire  within  himself,  like  a  tortoise 
when  attacked,  that  shrinks  within  its  shell,  and 
silently  endured  the  scourge  of  her  reproaches, 
without  seeming  sensible  of  the  smart. 

This,  however,  was  the  only  point  in  which  she 
had  been  baffled  since  her  nuptials ;  and  as  she 
could  by  no  means  digest  the  miscarriage,  she 
tortured  her  invention  for  some  new  plan,  by  w  hich 
she  might  augment  her  infhicnce  and  authority : 
what  her  genius  refused  was  supplied  by  acci- 
dent ;  for  she  h.ad  not  liv(xl  four  months  in  the  gar- 
rison, when  she  was  seizcil  with  frequent  qualms 
and  retchings,  her  breasts  began  to  harden,  and 
her  stomach  to  be  remarkably  prominent :  in  a 
word,  she  congratulated  herself  on  the,§3rniptoms 
of  her  own  fertility,  and  the  commodore  wastran- 
spoitcd  with  joy  at  the  prospect  of  an  heir  of  hi^ 
own  bec-cttinc". 
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She  k«ew  tliis  was  the  proper  season  for  vindi- 
cating her  own  sovereignty,  and  accordingly  era- 
ployed  the  means  which  nature  had  put  in  her 
power.  There  was  not  a  rare  piece  of  furniture 
and  apparel  for  which  she  did  not  long  ;  and  one 
day  as  she  went  to  church,  seeing  Lady  Stately 's 
equipage  arrive,  she  suddenly  fainted  away.  Her 
husband,  whose  vanity  had  never  been  so  perfect- 
ly gratified  as  with  this  promised  harvest  of  his 
own  sowing,  took  the  alarm  immediately,  and  in 
order  to  prevent  relapses  of  that  kind,  which  might 
be  attended  with  fatal  consequences  to  his  hope, 
gave  her  leave  to  bespeak  a  coach,  horses,  and  li- 
veries, to  her  own  liking.  Thus  authorized,  she 
in  a  very  little  time  exhibited  such  a  specimen  of 
her  own  taste  and  magnificenee,  as  aflbrded  spe- 
culation to  the  whole  country,  and  made  Trun- 
nion's heart  quake  within  him,  because  he  foresaw 
no  limits  to  her  extravagance,  which  also  mani- 
fested itself  in  the  most  expensive  prej)arations  for 
her  lying-in. 

Her  pride,  which  had  hitherto  regarded  the  re- 
presentative of  her  father's  house,  seemed  now  to 
lose  all  that  hereditary  respect,  and  prompt  her  to 
outshine  and  undervalue  the  elder  branch  of  her 
family.  Si»c  behaved  to  Mrs.  Pickle  with  a  sort 
of  civil  reserve  that  implied  a  conscious  superiori- 
ty ;  and  an  emulation  in  point  of  grandeur  imme- 
diately commenced  between  the  two  sisters.  She 
every  day  communicated  her  importance  to  tire 
whole  parish,  under  pretence  of  taking  the  air 
in  her  coach,  and  endeavoured  to  extend  her  ac- 
quaintance among-  people  of  fashion.  Nor  was 
this  an  undertaking  attended  with  great  difficulty  ; 
for  all  persons  whatever,  capable  of  maintaining  a 
certain  appearance,  will  always  find  admission  in- 
to what  is  called  the  best  company,  and  be  rated, 
in  point  of  character,   according  to  their  own 
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valuation,  without  subjecting  their  pretensions  to 
he  smallest  doubt  or  examination.  In  all  her 
visits  and  parties,  she  seized  every  opportunity  of 
leclaring  her  present  condition,  observing  that  she 
was  forbid  by  her  physicians  to  taste  such  a 
pickle,  and  that  such  a  dish  was  poison  to  a  wo- 
iian  in  her  way ;  nay,  where  she  was  on  a  foot- 
ng  of  familiarity,  she  aftected  to  make  wry  faces, 
ind  complained  that  the  young  rogue  began  to  be 
ery  unruly,  writhing  herself  into  divers  contor- 
ions,  as  if  she  had  been  grievously  incommoded 
)y  the  metal  of  this  future  Trunnion.  The  hus- 
)and  himself  did  not  behave  with  all  the  modcra- 
ion  that  might  have  been  expected:  at  the  club 
le  frequently  mentioned  this  circumstance  of  his 
)wn  vigour  as  a  pretty  successful  feat  to  be  per- 
ormed  by  an  old  fellow  of  titty-five,  and  confirm- 
:d  the  opinion  of  his  strength  by  redoubled  squeezes 
>f  the  landlord's  hand,  which  never  failed  of  ex- 
orting  a  satisfactory  certificate  of  his  might. 
kVhen  his  companions  drank  to  the  Hans  in  hel- 
ler^ or  Jack  in  the  low  cellar,  he  could  not  help 
lisplaying  an  extraordinary  complacence  of  coun- 
enimce,  and  sigjiiifipd  his  intention  of  sending  the 
oung  dog  to  sea,  as  soon  as  he  should  be  able  to 
arry  a  cartridge,  in  hopes  of  Seeing  him  an  officer 
efore  his  own  death. 

This  hope  helped  to  console  him  under  the  ex- 
raordinary  expence  to  which  he  was  exposed  by 
ide  profusion  of  his  wife,  especially  when  he  con- 
iidered  that  his  compliance  with  her  prodigality 
/ould  be  limited  to  the  expiration  of  the  nine 
lonths,  of  which  the  best  part  was  by  this  time 
lapsed  ;  yet,  in  spite  of  all  this  philosophical  re- 
ignation,  her  fancy  sometimes  soared  to  such  a 
idiculous  and  intolerable  pitch  of  insolence  and 
bsurdity,  that  his  temper  forsook  him,  and  he 
ould  not  help  wishing  in  secret,  that  her  pride 
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might  be  confounded  in  the  dissipation  of  her  most 
flattering  hopes,  even  though  lie  himself  shoukl  be 
a  principal  sullercr  by  the  disappointment.  These, 
however,  were  no  other  thaji  the  suggestions  of 
temporary  disgusts,  that  commonly  subsidetl  as 
suddenly  as  they  arose,  and  never  gave  the  least 
disturbance  to  the  jierson  who  inspired  them,  he- 
cause  he  took  care  to  conceal  them  carefully  from 
her  knowledge. 

Meanwhile  she  happil}-  advancctl  hi  her  reckon- 
ing, with  the  promise  of  a  favourable  issue  ;  the 
terni  of  her  computation  expired,  and  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  night  she  was  visited  by  certain  warn- 
ings that  seemed  to  besix^ak  the  approach  of  the 
critical  moment.  The  commodore  got  up  with 
great  alacrity,  and  called  the  midwife,  who  hatl 
been  several  days  in  the  house  ;  the  gossips  were 
immediately  summoned,  and  the  most  interesting 
expectations  prevailed  ;  but  the  symptoms  of  la- 
bom*  gradually  vanished,  and,  as  Hie  matrons 
sagely  observed,  this  was  }io  more  tluui  a  false 
alarm. 

Two  nights  after,  they  received  asecon4  intima- 
tion ;  and  as  she  was  sensibly  diminished  in  the 
waist,  every  thing  was  supposed  to  be  in  a  fair 
■way  :  yet  this  visitation  was  not  more  conclusive 
than  the  former  ;  her  ])ains  wore  off  in  spite  of  all 
her  endeavours  to  encourage  them,  and  lheg(X)d 
women  betook  themselves  to  their  respective 
homes,  in  expectation  of  finding  the  third  attack 
decisive,  alluding  to  the  well  known  maxim,  that 
number  three  is  (ilzcaijit  forlunale.  For  once,  how- 
ever, this  apothegm  failcxl  ;  the  next  call  was  al- 
together as  incf}ecu(al  as  the  former  ;  and  more- 
over attended  with  a  phenomenon  which  to  Ihcm 
was  equally  strange  and  inexplicable  :  this  was 
no  other  thajisuch  a  reduction  in  the  size  of  Mrs. 
Trunnion  as  might  have  be<;n  expected  after  tJie 
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birth  of  a  full-grown  cliild.  Startled  at  such  an 
luiaccomilablc  event,  they  sat  in  close  divan ;  and, 
conrliidiiig  that  the  case  was  in  all  respects  unna- 
tural and  prodigious,  desired  (hat  a  messenger 
might  be  immediately  dispatched  for  some  male 
j)ractilioner  in  the  art  of  midwifery. 

The  conmiodore,  without  guessing  the  cause  of 
their  perplexity,  ordered  Pipes  immetliately  on  this 
piece  of  duty  ;  and  in  lessthan  two  hours  tiiey  were 
e.ssisted  by  the  advice  of  a  surgt^m  of  tlie  neigh- 
Jjourhood,  who  boldly  aihrmed  tliat  the  patient 
had  never  been  with  child.  This  asseveration 
was  like  a  clap  of  thunder  to  Mr.  Tnmnion,  who 
liiid  been,  during  eight  whole  days  and  nights,  in 
ct)n{inual  expectation  of  being  hailed  with  the  ap- 
pellation of  father. 

After  some  recollection,  he  swore  the  surgeon 
Mas  an  ignorant  fellow,  and  that  he  would  not 
t  ike  his  word  for  what  he  advanced,  being  com- 
iorted  and  confirmed  in  his  want  of  faith  by  the 
insinuations  of  the  midwife,  who  still  persisted  to 
leed  Mrs.  Trunnion  with  hopes  of  a  speedy  and 
safe  delivery  ;  ol)serving,  that  she  had  been  con- 
(Crned  in  many  a  case  of  the  same  nature,  where 
a  fine  child  was  found,  even  after  all  si^n^s  of  the 
mother's  pregnancy  had  disappeared.  Every  twig 
of  hope,  how  f-lender  soever  it  may  be,  is  eagerly 
(aught  hold  on  by  people  who  find  themsclv^es  in 
danger  of  being  disapjKnntwl.  To  ever}'  question 
])roposed  by  her  to  the  lady  with  the  preambles 
of  '  luurt  you  ?'  or  '  don't  you  ?'  an  answer  wns 
iaad(;  in  the  atlirmativc,  whetlier  agreeable  to  truth 
or  not ;  because  the  respondent  could  not  iind  in 
her  heart  to  disown  any  symploHi  tlmt  migiit  fa- 
vour the  notion  she  had  scvlong  indulged. 

This  experienced  proficient  in  fhe  obstetric  art 
was  (lieiefore  kept  in  close  attendance  for  the  space 
of  three  weeks,  during  which  the  patient  had  se- 
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veral  returns  of  what  she  pleased  herself  with  Ije- 
lieving  to  be  labour  pains,  till  at  lenj^th  she  and 
her  husband  became  the  standing  joke  oft  he  parisli ; 
and  this  infatuated  cou})le  could  scarce  be  prevail- 
ed upon  to  part  with  their  hopes,  even  when  she 
appeared  as  lank  as  a  greyhound,  and  they  were 
furnished  with  other  unquestionaWe  proofs  of 
their  having  Ijeen  deceived.  But  they  could  not 
for  ever  remain  under  the  influence  of  this  sweet 
delusion,  which  at  last  faded  away,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  paroxysm  of  shame  and  confusion, 
that  kept  the  husband  within  doors  for  the  space 
of  a  whole  fortnight,  and  confined  his  lady  to 
her  bed  for  a  series  of  weeks,  during  which  she 
suffered  all  the  anguish  of  the  most  intense  morti- 
fication ;  yet  even  this  was  subdued  by  the  lenient 
hand  of  time. 

The  first  respite  from  her  chagrin  was  employ- 
ed in  the  strict  discharge  of  what  are  called  the 
duties  of  religion,  which  she  performed  with  the 
most  rancorous  severity,  setting  on  foot  a  perse- 
cution in  her  own  family,  that  made  the  house 
too  hot  for  all  the  menial  servants,  even  ruffled 
the  almost  invincible  indifference  of  Tom  PiiJes, 
harassed  the  commodore  himself  out  of  all  pa- 
tience, and  spared  no  individual  but  liieutenant 
Hatchway,  whom  she  never  ventured  to  disoblige. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Mts>  Trunnion  erects  a  tyranny  in  the  garrison^  while 
her  husband  conceives  an  affection  for  his  nephew  Per- 
ry, who  manifests  a  peculiarity  of  disposition  even  in 
his  tender  years, 

XlAViyG  exercised  herself  three  months  in  su(  h 
pious  amusements,  she  appeared  again  in  the 
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>^{>rld  ;  but  her  misfortune  had  made  such  an  im- 
pression on  her  mind,  that  she  could  not  bear  tlic 
si^ht  of  a  child,  and  trembled  whenever  the  con- 
versation happened  to  turn  upon  a  christening. 
Ilcr  temper,  which  was  naturally  none  of  the 
sweetest,  seemed  to  have  imbibed  a  double  pro- 
portion of  souring  from  her  disappointment ;  of 
consequence  her  company  was  not  much  covetetl, 
and  she  found  very  tew  people  disposed  to  treat 
licr  with  those  maiffci?  of  consideration  which  she 
looked  upon  as  licr  due.  This  neglect  detached 
her  from  the  society  of  an  unmannerly  Avorld  ; 
she  concentered  the  energy  of  all  her  talents  in  the 
government  of  her  own  house,  which  groaned  ac- 
cordingly under  her  arbritrary  sway  ;  and  in  the 
brandy  bottle  found  ample  consolation  for  all  the 
affliction  she  had  undergone. 

As  for  the  commodore,  he  in  a  little  time  wea- 
thered liis  disgrace,  after  having  sustained  many 
severe  jokes  from  the  lieutenant ;  and  now  his  chief 
aim  being  to  l)e  absent  from  his  own  house  as 
much  as  possible,  he  frequented  the  public  house 
more  than  ever,  more  assidiously  cultivated  the 
friendship  of  his  brother-in-law  Mr.  Piclde,  and, 
in  the  course  of  their  intimacy,  conceived  an  affec- 
tion for  liis  nephew  Perry,  which  did  not  end  but 
with  his  life.  Indeed  it  must  be  owned  that  Trun- 
nion was  not  naturally  deficient  in  the  social  pas- 
sions of  the  soul,  which,  though  they  were  strange- 
ly warpedj  disguised,  and  overborne,  by  the  cir- 
cumstance of  his  boisterous  life  and  education,  did 
not  tail  to  manifest  themselves  occasionally  through 
the  whole  course  of  his  behaviour. 

As  all  tho  hopes  of  propagating  his  own  name 
had  perished,  and  his  relations  lay  under  the  in- 
terdiction of  his  hate,  it  is  no  wonder  that,  through 
the  familiarity  and  friendly  intercourse  subsisthig 
between  him  and  Mr.  Gamaliel,  he  contracted  a 
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liking  for  the  boy,  ^vlio  by  this  time  entered  the 
third  year  of  his  age,  and  w  as  indeed  a  very  hand- 
some, healthy,  and  promising,  child ;  and  what 
seemed  to  ingratiate  him  still  more  with  his  uncle, 
was  a  certain  oddity  of  disposition,  for  which  he 
had  been  remarkable,  even  from  his  cradle.     It  is 
reported  of  him,  that,  before  the  first  year  of  his 
infancy  was  elapsed,  he  used  very  often,  immedi- 
ately after  being  dressed,  in  the  midst  of  the  car- 
resses  which  were  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  mo- 
ther, while  she  indulged  herself  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  her  own  happiness,  all  of  a  sudden,  to  alarm 
her  with  a  fit  of  shrieks  and  cries,  which  continu- 
ed with  great  violence  tUl  he  w  as  stripped  to  the 
skin  with  the  utmost  expedition,  by  order  of  his 
aftrighted  parent,  who  thought  his  tender  body 
was  tortured  by  the  misapplication  of  some  uu:0( 
lucky  pin ;  and  when  he  had  given  them  all  this 
"disturbance  and  uimecessary  trouble,  he  would  lie 
sprawling  and  laughing  in  their  faces,  as  if  he 
ridiculed  the  impertinence  of  their  concern.  Nay, 
it  is  affirmed,  that  one  day,  when  an  old  woman, 
who  attended  in  the  nursery,  had,  by  stealth  con- 
veyed a  bottle  of  cordial  waters  to  her  mouth,  he 
pulled  his  nurse  by  the  sleeve,  and,  by  a  slight 
glance  detecting  the  theft,  tipt  her  the  wink  with 
a  particular  slyness  of  countenance,  as  if  he  had 
said  with  a  sneer, — *  ay,  ay,  that  is  what  you  must 
all  come  to.'     But  these  instances  of  reflection  in 
a  babe  nine  months  old  are  so  incredible,  that  I  look 
upon  them  as  ex  post  facto  observations,  founded 
upon  imaginary  recollection,  when  he  was  in  a 
more  advanced  age,  and  his  pecularities  of  temper 
become  much  more  remarkable ; — of  a  piece  with 
the  ingenious  discoveries  of  those  sagacious  ob» 
servers  who  can  discein  something  evidently  clia- 
racteristic  in  the  features  of  any  noted  personage, 
whose  character  they  have  previously  heard  ex- 
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l)laliic(l  ;  yetj-.  witliout  pretending  to  specify  at 
MJiat  [wriod  oi-  liis  childhood  this  singularity  first 
apj)oared,  I  #ti4;  with  great  truth  declare,  that, 
Avhcn  he  firstjgfe'actcd  the  notice  and  affection  of 
his  uncle  it  \WH)lainly  perceivable. 

One  would  imagine  he  had  markai  out  the 
commodore  as  a  proper  object  of  ridicule,  for  al- 
most all  his  little  childish  satire  was  levelled  against 
him.  I  will  not  deny  that  he  might  have  been 
inllucnced  in  this  particular  by  the  example  and 
instruction  of  Mr.  Hatchway,  who  delighted  in 
superintending  the  first  essays  of  his  genius.  As 
the  gout  had  taken  up  its  residence  in  IVIr.  Trun- 
nion's great  toe,  from  whence  it  never  removed, 
no  not  for  a  day,  little  Perry  took  great  pleasure 
in  treading  by  accident  on  this  infirm  member  ; 
and  when  his  uncle,  incensed  by  the  pain,  used  to 
damn  him  tor  a  hell-begotten  brat,  he  would  ap- 
jjease  him  in  a  twinkling,  by  returning  the  curse 
with  equal  emphasis,  and  asking  what  was  the 
matter  with  old  Hannibal  Tough  ?  an  appellation 
by  which  the  lieutenant  had  taught  him  to  dis- 
tinguish this  grim  commander. 

Neither  was  this  the  only  experiment  he  tried 
ui)ou  tlie  patience  o^  the  commodore,  with  whose 
nose  he  used  to  take  indecent  freedoms,  even  while 
he  was  fondled  on  his  knee  ;  in  one  month  he  put 
him  to  the  expcncc  of  two  guineas  in  seal-skin, 
by  picking  his  pocket  of  divers  tobacco  pouches, 
all  of  Avhich  he  in  secret  committed  to  the  flames. 
Nor  did  the  caprice  of  his  disposition  abstain  from 
the  favourite  beverage  of  Trunnion,  who  more 
than  once  swallowed  a  whole  draught,  in  which 
his  brother's  snuff-box  had  been  emptied,  before 
he  perceived  the  disagreeable  infiision  :  and  one 
day,  when  the  commodore  had  chastised  him  by 
a  gentle  tap  with  his  cane,  he  fell  flat  on  the  floor, 
as  if  he  had  been  depri^Ssd  of  all  sense  and  mo- 
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tion,  to  the  terror  and  amazement  of  the  striker ; 
and,  after  having  filled  the  whole  house  ■with  con- 
fusion and  dismay,  opened  his  eyes  and  laughed 
heartily  at  the  success  of  his  o\\n  imposition. 

It  Mould  be  an  endless,  and  perhaps  no  very 
agreeable,  task,  to  enumerate  all  the  unlucky  pranks 
he  played  upon  his  uncle  and  others,  before  he 
attained  the  fourth  year  of  his  age-,  about  v,hich 
time  he  was  sent,  with  an  attendant,  to  a  day- 
school  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  (to  use  his  good 
mother's  own  expression)  he  might  be  out  of  harm's 
way.  Here,  however,  he  made  little  progress,  ex- 
cept in  mischief,  which  he  practised  Mith  impuni> 
ty,  because  the  schoolmistress  would  run  no  risk 
of  disobliging  a  lady  of  fortime,  by  exercising  un- 
necessary severities  upon  her  only  child.  Never- 
theless, Mrs.  Pickle  was  not  so  blindly  partial  as 
to  be  pleased  with  such  unseasonable  indulgence. 
Perry  wasjaken  out  of  the  hands  of  this  courteous 
teacher,  and  committed  to  the  instruction  of  a 
pedagogue,  who  was  ordered  to  administer  such 
correction  as  the  boy  should  (in  his  opinion)  de- 
serve. This  authority  he  did  not  neglect  to  use  : 
Jhis  pupil  was  regularly  flogged  twice  a-day ;  and, 
after  having  been  subjected  to  this  course  of  dis- 
cipline for  the  space  of  eighteen  months,  declared 
the  most  obstinate,  dull,  and  untoward,  genius 
that  ever  had  fallen  under  his  cultivation  ;  instead 
of  being  reformed,  he  seemed  rather  hardened  and 
confirmed  in  his  vicious  inclinations,  and  was 
dead  to  all  sense  of  fear  as  Mell  as  shame.  His 
mother  was  extremely  mortified  at  these  svmptoras 
of  stupidity,  which  she  considered  as  an  inheritance 
derived  from  the  spirit  of  his  father,  and  conse- 
quently unsurmountable  by  all  the  eifbrts  of  hu- 
man care.  But  the  commodore  rejoiced  over  the 
ruggedness  of  his  nature,  and  was  particularly 
pleased,  when,  upon  inquiry,  he  found  that  Perry 
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iiad  bcalon  all  (he  boys  in  the  school ;  a  circum- 
stance from  which  he  }^(}^}}odicA\.icd  every  thinjf^ 
Ihal  was  fair  aiul  fortunafe  in  Tils  future  fate; 
observing  tlmt,  at,  his  ai^e,  he  himself  was  just 
such  another.  The  boy,  who  was  now  tJirned 
of  six,  having-  profited  so  little  under  the  birch 
of  his  unspariiiij;  jjfovernor,  Mrs.  Pickle  was 
coimselled  to  send  him  to  a  boarding-school  not 
far  from  London,  which  was  kept  by  a  certain 
person  very  eminent  for  his  snccessful  method  of 
education.  This  advice  she  the  more  readily  em- 
braced, because  at  that  time  she  found  herself 
pretty  far  gone  with  another  child,  that  she  hoped 
would  cojisole  her  for  the  disappointment  she  had 
met  with  in  the  unpromising  talents  of  Perry,  or 
at  any  rate  divide  her  concern,  so  as  to  enable  her 
to  endure  the  absence  of  either. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Peregriyie  is  sent  to  a  loarding'School. .  . .  liecomes  re- 
markable for  his  genius  and  ambiiion. 

1  HE  commodore  understanding  her  determina- 
tion, to  which  her  husband  did  not  venture  to  make 
the  least  objection,  interested  himself  so  much  in 
behalf  of  his  favourite,  as  to  fit  him  out  at  his  oAvn. 
charge,  and  accompany  him  in  person  to  the  place 
of  his  destination ;  where  he  defrayed  the  expence 
of  his  entrance,  and  left  him  to  the  particular  care 
and  inspection  of  the  usher,  who  having  been  re- 
commended to  him  as  a  person  of  parts  and  in- 
tegrity, received  per  advance  a  handsome  consi- 
deration for  the  task  he  undertook. 

Nothing  could  be  better  judged  than  this  piece 
of  liberality  ;  the  assistant  was  actually  a  man  of 
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leaming,  probity,  and  good  sense ;  and,  though 
obliged  by  the  scandalous  adminstration  of  fortune 
to  act  in  the  character  of  an  inferior  teacher,  had, 
by  his  sole  capacity  and  application*,  brouglit  the 
school  to  that  degree  of  reputation,  which  it  never 
could  have  obtained  from  the  talents  of  his  supe- 
rior. He  had  established  an  economy,  ^vhich, 
though  regular,  was  not  at  all  severe,  by  enacting 
a  body  of  laws  suited  to  the  age  and  comprehen- 
sion of  every  individual ;  and  each  transgressor 
was  fairly  tried  by  his  peers,  and  punished  ac- 
cording to  the  verdict  of  the  jury.  No  boy  was 
scourged  for  want  of  apprehension,  but  a  spirit  of 
emulation  was  raised  by  well-timed  praise  and  art- 
ful comparison,  and  maintained  by  a  distribution 
of  small  prizes,  which  were  adjudged  to  those  who 
signalized  themselves  either  by  their  indiLstry,  so- 
briety, or  genius.  This  tutor,  whose  name  was 
Jennings,  began  with  Perry,  according  to  his  con- 
stant maxim,  by  examining  the  soil ;  that  is, 
studying  his  temper,  in  order  to  consult  the  bias 
of  his  disposition,  which  was  strangely  perverted 
by  the  absurd  discipline  he  had  undergone.  He 
found  him  in  a  state  of  sullen  insensibility,  which 
the  child  had  gradually  coatraclcd  in  a  long 
course  of  stupifying  correction  ;  and  at  first  he 
was  not  in  the  least  actuated  by  that  commenda- 
tion which  animated  the  rest  of  his  school-fellows ; 
nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  reproach  to  excite  his 
ambition,  which  had  been  buried,  as  it  were,  in 
the  grave  of  disgrace  :  the  usher  therefore  had  re- 
course to  contemptuous  neglect,  with  which  lie 
affected  to  treat  this  stubborn  spirit;  foreseeing, 
that,  if  he  retained  any  seeds  of  sentiment,  this 
weather  would  infallably  raise  them  into  vegeta- 
tion :  his  judgment  was  justified  by  the  event ; 
the  boy  in  a  little  time  began  to  make  observations  ; 
he  perceived  the  mai^  of  distmcfion  with  which 


PERECniNE  riCKLE.  7^ 

viidip  >^a.s  rewarded,  afrcw  ashamed  of  the  despic- 
able fii^iire  he  himself  made  among  his  compa- 
nions, who,  far  from  courting,  rather  shunned  his 
conversation,  and  actually  pined  at  his  own  want 
of  importance. 

iVlr.  ,T(;nnings  saw  and  rejoiced  at  his  mortifica- 
tion, which  he  suffered  to  proceed  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, without  endangering  his  health.  The  child 
lost  all  relish  for  diversion,  lothed  his  food,  grew 
pensive,  solitary,  and  was  frequently  found  weep- 
ing by  himself.  These  symptQn^  plainly  evinced, 
the  recovery  of  his  feelings,  to  which  his  governor 
thought  it  now  high  time  to  make  application  ; 
and  therefore  by  little  and  little  altered  his  behavi- 
our from  the  indifterence  he  had  put  on,  to  the 
appearance  of  more  regard  and  attentjion.  This 
produced  a  favourable  change  in  the  boy,  whose 
eyes  sparkled  with  satisfaction  one  day,  Avhen  his 
master  expressed  himself  with  a  shew  of  surprise  ' 
in  these  words:  '  so,  Perry!  I  find  you  don't 
w;mt  genius,  when  you  think  proper  to  use  it.' 
Such  encomiums  kindled  the  spirit  of  emulation  in 
his  little  breast ;  he  exerted  himself  w  ith  surpris- 
ing alacrity,  by  w  hicli  he  soon  acquitted  himself 
of  the  imputation  of  dulness,  and  obtained  sundry 
honorary  silver  pennies,  as  acknowledgments  of  his 
application  :  his  school-fellows  now  solicited  his 
friendship  as  eagerly  as  they  had  avoided  it  be- 
fore ;  and,  hi  less  than  a  twelvemoiilh  after  his  ar- 
rival, this  supposed  diiuse  Avas  remarkable  for  the 
imghtness  of  his  parts  ;  liaving  in  that  short  period 
knirnt  to  read  English  perfectly  well,  made  great 
})rogress  in  writing,  enabled  himself  to  speak  the 
French  language  without  hesitation,  and  acquired 
some  knowledge  in  the  rudiments  of  the  Ijatin 
tongue.  The  usher  did  not  fail  to  transmit  an  ac- 
count of  his  proficiency  to  the  commodore,  who. 
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received  it  with  transport,  and  forthwith  coraaiu- 
nicated  the  happy  tidings  to  the  parents. 

Mr.  GamaUel  Pickle,  who  was  never  subject  to 
violent  emotions,  heard  them  with  a  sort  of  phleg- 
matic satisfaction,  that  scarce  niaiiifested  itself 
cither  in  his  countenance  or  expressions  ;  nor  did 
the  child's  mother  brealc  forth  into  that  rapture 
and  admiration  which  might  have  been  expected, 
when  she  understood  how  much  the  talents  of  her 
first-born  had  exceeded  the  hope  of  her  warmest 
imagination.  Not  but  that  she  professed  herself 
well  pleased  with  Perry's  reputation ;  though  she 
observed  that,  in  these  commendations,  the  truth 
was  always  exaggerated  by  schoolmasters,  for  their 
own  interest ;  and  pretended  to  w  onder  tiiat  the- 
usher  had  not  mingled  more  pja^ability  with  his 
praise.  Trunnion  was  offended  at  her  indifference 
and  want  of  faith,  and  believing  that  slie  refined  too 
much  in  her  di^ceiiwgent,  swore  that  Jennings  had 
declared  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ;  for 
he  himself  had  prophesied  from  the  beginning  that 
the  boy  would  turn  out  a  credit  to  his  family.  But 
by  this  time  Mrs.  Pickle  was  blessed  with  a  daugh- 
ter, whom  she  had  brought  into  the  worUl  about 
six  months  before  the  intelHgence  arrived ;  so  that 
her  care  and  affection  being  otlierwise  engrossed, 
the  praise  af  Perry  was  the  less  greedily  devoured. 
The  abatement  of  her  fondness  was  an  advantage 
to  his  education,  which  would  have  been  retarded, 
and  perhaps  ruined,  by  pernicious  indulgence  and 
preposterous  interposition,  had  her  love  consider- 
ed him  as  an  only  child  ;  whereas,  her  concern 
being  now  diverted  to  another  object,  that  shared, 
at  least,  one  half  of  her  afi'ection,  he  was  left  to 
the  management  of  his  preceptor,  who  tutored 
him  according  to  his  own  plan,  without  any  let  or 
interruption.  Indeed,  all  his  sagacity  and  cir-. 
cumspcction  were  but  barely  suffiacnt  to  keep  the 
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youni^  gondenian  in  order  ;  for,  now  thai  he  had 
won  llie  palm  of  victory  from  his  rivals  in  point 
of  scholarship,  his  ambition  dilated,  and  he  was 
seized  with  the  desire  of  subjecting  the  wiole 
school  by  the  valonr  of  his  arm.  Before  he  could 
bring  his  project  to  bear,  innumerable  bailies  were 
fought  with  various  success  ;  every  day  a  bloody 
nose  and  complaint  were  presented  against  him, 
and  his  own  visage  commonly  bore  some  livid 
marks  of  obstinate  contention.  At  length,  how- 
eveiT^Iic  accomplished  his  aim  ;  his  adversaries 
were  subdued,  his  prowess  acknowledged,  and  he 
obtained  the  laurel  in  war  as  well  as  in  wit.  Thus 
triumphant,  he  was  intoxicatai  with  success.  His 
pride  rose  in  proportion  to  his  power,  and,  in  spile 
of  all  Ihe  endeavours  of  Jennuigs,  who  practised 
every  method  he  could  invent  for  curbing  his  li- 
centious conduct,  without  depressing  his  spirit,  he 
contracted  a  large  proportion  of  insolence,  which 
a  series  of  misfortunes  that  happened  to  him  in  the 
sequel  could  scarce  ellectually  tanie.  Nev^erthe- 
less  there  was  a  fund  of  good  nature  and  generosi- 
ty in  his  composition,  and  though  he  established 
a  tyranny  among  his  comrades,  the  tranquillity 
of  his  reign  w  as  maintained  by  the  love  rather  than 
by  the  fear  of  his  subjects. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  enjoyment  of  empire,  he 
never  once  violated  that  respectful  awe  with  which 
the  usher  had  found  means  to  inspire  him  ;  but  he 
by  no  means  preserved  the  same  regard  for  the 
principal  masler,  an  old  illiterate  German  ^^japk, 
who  had  formerly  practised  corn-cutting  among 
the  quality,  and  sold  cosmetic  washes  to  the  ladies^ 
together  with  teeth  powders,  hair-dyeing  liquors, 
prolific  elixirs,  and  tinctures  to  sweeten  the  breath. 
These  n^triijas,  recommended  by  the  art  of  cring- 
ing, in  which  he  was  consummate,  ingratiated  him 
so  much  with  people  of  fashion,  that  he  was  en- 

D3 
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abled  to  set  up  sclicx)!  ■with  five-and-twenty  boyi5 
of  the  best  families,  whom  he  boarded  on  his  own 
terms,  and  undertook  to  instruct  in  the  French  and 
Latin  lanj^uages,  so  as  to  qualify  them  for  the  col- 
leges of  Westminster  and  Eaton.  While  this  plan 
was  in  its  infancy,  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet 
with  Jennings,  who,  for  the  paltry  consideration 
of  thirty  pounds  a-year,  which  his  necessities  com- 
pelled him  to  accept,  took  the  whole  trouble  of 
(;ducating  the  children  upon  himself,  contrived  an 
excellent  system  for  that  purpose,  and,  by  his  as- 
siduity and  knowledge,  executed  all  the  particu- 
lars to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  those  concerned, 
who,  by  the  by,  never  inquired  into  his  qualitica- 
tions,  but  suilered  the  other  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
his  labour  and  ingenuity. 

Over  and  above  a  large  stock  of  avarice,  igno- 
rance, and  vanity,  this  superior  had  certain  ridi- 
culous peculiarities  in  his  perj^on,  such  as  a  haunch 
upon  his  back,  and  distorted  limbs,  that  seemed 
to  attract  the  satirical  notice  of  Peregrine,  who, 
yoxmg  as  he  was,  took  oBence  at  his  want  of  re- 
verence for  his  usher,  over  whom  he  sometimes 
cbose  oppoilimities  of  displaying  his  authority, 
that  the  boys  might  not  displace  their  veneration. 
Mr.  Keypstick,  therefore,  such  as  I  have  describ- 
ed him,  incurred  the  contempt  and  displeasure  of 
this  enterprising  pupil,  who  now,  being  in  the 
tenth  year  of  his  age,  had  caj)acity  enough  to  give 
him  abundance  of  vexation.  He  underwent  many 
mortifying  jokes  from  the  invention  of  Pickle  and 
his  confederates ;  so  that  he  began  to  entertain  sus- 
picion of  Mr.  Jennings,  who,  he  could  not  help 
thinking,  had  been  at  the  bottom  of  them  all,  and 
spirited  up  principles  of  rebellion  in  the  school, 
with  a  view  of  making  himself  independent.  Pos- 
sessed with  this  chimera,  which  was  void  of  all 
foundation,  the  German  descended  so  low  as  to 
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tamper  in  private  with  the  boys,  from  whom  J»e 
liopetl  to  draw  some  very  important  discovery ; 
but  he  was  disappointed  in  his  expectation ;  and 
this  mean  practice  reaching  the  ears  of  his  usher, 
lie  voluntarily  resii^ned  his  employment.  Find- 
in£^  interest  to  obtain  holy  orders  in  a  little  time 
alter,  he  left  the  kingdom,  hoping  to  find  a  settle- 
ment in  some  of  our  American  plantations. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  Jennings  produced  a  great 
revolution  in  the  affairs  of  Keypstick,  which  de- 
clined trom  that  momont,  because  he  had  neither 
autliorily  to  enforce  obedience,  nor  prudence  to 
maintain  order  among  his  scholars;  so  that  the 
school  degenerated  into  anarchy  and  confusion, 
and  he  himself  dwindled  in  the  opinion  of  his  em- 
|)loyers,  who  looked  upon  him  as  superannuated, 
and  withdrew  their  children  from  his  tuition. 

Peregrine,  seeing  this  dissolution  of  their  society, 
and  finding  himself  every  day  deprived  of  some 
Tompanion,  began  to  repine  at  his  situation,  and 
resolved,  if  possible,  to  procure  his  release  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  person  whom  he  both  detested 
and  despised.  With  this  view  he  went  to  work, 
and  composed  the  following  billet,  addressed  to 
the  commodore,  which  was  the  first  specimen  of 
his  comfjodtion  in  the  epistolary  way, — 

*   HONOURED  AND   LOVING   UNCLE, 

*  Hoping  you  are  in  good  health,  this  serves  to  in- 
fonn  you,  that  Mr.  Jennings  is  gone,  and  Mr.  Keyp- 
stick will  never  meet  with  his  fellow.  The  school  is 
already  almos  broke  up,  and  the  rest  daily  going  away  ; 
and  I  beg  of  you  of  all  love  to  have  me  fetched  away 
also,  for  I  cannot  bear  to  be  any  longer  under  one  who 
is  a  perfect  ignoramus,  who  scarce  knows  the  declina- 
ation  of  miisa,  and  is  more  fit  to  be  a  scarecrow  than 
a  schoolmaster  ;  hoping  you  will  send  for  me  soon,  with 
my  love  to  my  aunt,  and  my  duty  to  my  honoured 
parents,  craving  their  blessing  and  yours.    And  this  is 
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all  at  present,  from,  honoured  uncle,  your  welt  beloved' 
and  dutiful  nephew  and  godson,  and  humble  servanL 
to  command  till  death,  peregrine  pickle.' 

Trunnion  was  overjoyed  at  the  receipt  ot"  this 
letter,  wLich  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  greatest 
eflbrts  of  Imman  genius,  and  as  such  communicat- 
ed the  contents  to  his  lady,,  whom  he  had  disturb- 
ed for  the  purpose  in  the  middle  of  her  devotion, 
by  sending  a  message  to  her  closet,  whither  it  was 
her  custom  very  frequently  to  retire.  She  was  out 
of  humour  at  being  inlerruptedy  and  therefore  did 
not  peruse  this  specimen  of  her  nephew's  under- 
standing with  all  the  relish  that  the  commodore 
himself  had  enjoyed ;  on  the  contrary,  after  sundry 
paralytical  endeavours  to  speak  (for  her  tongue 
sometimes  refused  its  oifice),  she  observed  that  the 
boy  w  as  a  pert  jackanapes,  and  deserved  to  be  sc:- 
verely  chastised  for  treating  liis  betters  with  sucli 
disrespect.  Her  husband  undertook  his"  godson's 
defence,  representing,  with  great  warmth,  that  he 
knew  Keypstick  to  be  a  good-for-nothing  pimping 
old  rascal,  and  that  Perry  shewed  a  great  deal  of 
spirit  and  good  sense  ia  desiring  to  be  taken  from 
under  his  command  ;  he  therefore  declared  that 
tlie  boy  should  not  live  a  week  longer  with  such  a 
shambling  son  of  a  b — ,  and  sanctioned  hisdeclar-  ' 
ation  with  abundance  of  oaths. 

Mrs.  Trunnion,  composing  her  countenance  in- 
to a  look  of  religious  demureness,  rebuked  him  for 
his  profane  way  of  talking  ;  and  asked,  in  a  ma- 
gisterial tone,  if  he  intended  never  to  lay  aside  that 
brutal  behaviour  ?  Irritated  at  this  reproach,  he 
answered,  in  terms  of  indignation,  that  he  knew 
how  to  behave  himself  as  well  as  e'er  a  woman 
that  wore  a  head,  bade  her  mind  her  own  affairs, 
and,  Avith  another  repetition  of  oaths,  gave  her  to 
understand  that  he  would  be  master  in  his  own 
tcxuse. 
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This  iusiniialioii  operated  upon  her  spirits  like 
friction  upon  a  glass  globe ;  her  face  gleamed  with 
resentment,  and  every  pore  seemed  to  emit  particles 
of  flame.  She  replied  with  incredible  fluency  of 
the  bitterest  expressions.  lie  retorted  equal  rage 
in  broken  hints  and  incoherent  imprecations.  She 
rejoined  with  redoubled  fury;  and  in  conclusioa 
lie  was  fain  to  betake  himself  to  flight,  ejaculating 
curses  against  her,  and  muttering  something  con- 
cerning the  brandy  bottle,  which,  however,  he  took, 
care  shoidd  never  reach  her  ears. 

From  his  own  house  he  went  directly  to  visit 
Mrs.  Pickle,  lo  whom  he  imparted  Peregrine's 
episde,  whh  many  gncomiums  upon  the  boy  s  pro- 
mising parts  ;  and  finding  his  commendations  but 
coldly  received,  desired  she  would  permit  him  to 
take  his  godson  mider  his  own  care. 

This  lady,  whose  family  was  now  increased  by 
another  son,  who  seemed  to  engross  her  care  for 
the  present,  had  not  seen  Perry  during  a  course  of 
four  years,  and,  with  regard  to  him,  was  perfect- 
ly weaned  of  that  infirmity  known  by  the  name 
of  maternal  fondness ;  she  therefore  consented  to 
the  commodore's  request  with  great  condescension, 
and  a  polite  compliment  to  him  on  the  concern  he 
had  all  along  manifested  for  the  welfare  of  the  child. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

The  commodore  takes  Peregrine  under  his  own  care. .  . .' 
the  hoy  arrives  at  the  garrison. .  .  .is  strangely  receiv' 
ed  ly  his  own  mother.  . .  .enters  into  a  confederacy 
with  Hatchway  and  Pipes,  and  executes  a  couple  of 
waggish  enterprises  upon  his  aunt. 

i  RUNNioN  having  obtained  this  permission,  that 
very  afternoon  dispatched  the  lieutenant  in  a  post- 
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chaise  to  Keypstick's  house,  from  whence,  in  two 
days,  he  returned  with  our  young  hero  :  who,  be- 
ing now  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  age,  had  out- 
grown the  expectation  of  all  his  family,  and  was 
remarkable  for  the  beauty  and  elegance  of  his  per- 
son. His  godfather  was  transported  at  his  arrival, 
as  if  he  had  been  actually  the  issue  of  his  own 
loins.  He  shook  him  heartily  by  the  hand,  turn- 
ed him  round  and  round,  surveyed  him  from  top 
to  bottom,  bade  Hatchway  take  notice  how  hand- 
somely he  was  built ;  squeezed  his  hand  again, 
saying, — *  damn  ye,  you  dog,  I  suppose  you  don't 
value  such  an  old  crazy  son  of  a  b— -  as  me  a  rope's 
end.  You  have  forgot  how  1  wont  to  dandle  you 
on  my  knee,  when  you  was  a  little  urchin  no  big- 
ger than  the  Davit,  and  played  a  thousand  tricks 
upon  me,  burning  my  bacco-pouches,  and  poison- 
ing my  rumbo :  O,  damn  ye,  you  can  grin  fast 
enough,  I  see  ;  I  warrant  you  have  learnt  more 
things  than  writins:  and  the  Latin  lins^o.'  Even 
Tom  Pipes  expressed  uncommon  satisfaction  on 
this  joyful  occasion :  and  coming  up  to  Perry, 
thrust  forth  his  fore  paw,  and  accosted  him  with 
the  salutation  of  *  what  cheer,  my  3  oung  mas- 
ter ?  I  am  glad  to  see  thee  with  all  my  heart.' 
These  compliments  being  passed,  his  uncle  lialted 
to  the  door  of  his  wife's  chamber,  at  which  he 
stood  hollowing,  '  here's  your  kinsman  Perry,  be- 
like you  won't  come  and  bid  him  welcome.' — 
*  Lord  !  Mr.  Trunnion,'  said  she,  '  Avby  will  you 
continually  harass  me  in  this  manner  with  your 
impertinent  intrusion  ?'  '  I  harrow  you ! Replied  the 
commodore ;  '  'sblood,  1  believe  your  upper  works 
are  damaged ;  I  only  came  to  inform  you  that  here 
was  your  cousin,  whom  you  have  not  seen  these 
four  long  years ;  and  I'll  be  damn'd  if  there  is  such 
another  of  his  age  within  the  king's  dominions, 
d'ye  see,  either  for  make  or  mettle  -,  he's  a  credit 


PEREGRINE  FICKLE.  87 

to  the  name,  d'ye  see,  but  damn  my  eyes,  I'll  say 
no  more  of  the  matter ;  if  you  come,  you  may ;  if 
you  wou't,  you  may  let  it  alone.'  '  Well,  I  won't 
come  then,'  answered  his  yoke-fellow,  *  for  I  am  at 
present  more  agreeably  employed.'  '  Oho!  you 
are  ?  I  believe  so  too ;'  cried  the  commodore,  mak- 
ing wry  faces,  and  mimicking  the  action  of  dram- 
drinking.  Then  addressing  himself  to  Hatchway, 
— '  prithee  Jack,'  said  he,  '  go  and  try  thy  skill  on 
that  stubborn  hulk;  if  any  body  can  bring  her 
about,  I  know  you  wool.'  The  lieutenant  accord- 
ingly taking  his  station  at  the  door,  conveyed  his 
persuasion  in  these  words  :  '  what,  won't  you 
turn  out  and  hail  little  Perry  ?  it  will  do  your 
heart  good  to  stn;  such  a  handsome  young  dog ; 
I'm  sure  he  is  the  very  moral  of  you,  and  as  like 
as  if  he  had  been  spit  out  of  your  own  mouth,  as 
the  saying  is  ;  do  shew  a  little  respect  for  your 
kinsman,  can't  you  ?'  To  this  remonstrance  she  re- 
plied, in  a  mild  tojie  of  voice, — '  dear  Mr.  Hatch- 
way, you  «ire  always  teasing  one  in  such  a  man- 
ner ;  sure  I  am,  no  body  can  tax  me  w  ith  unkind- 
ness,  or  Mant  of  natural  aflection;'  so  saying,  she 
opened  the  door,  and  advancing  to  the  hall  where 
her  nephew  stood,  received  him  very  graciously, 
and  observed  that  he  was  the  very  image  of  her 
papa. 

In  the  afternoon  he  was  conducted  by  the  com- 
modore to  the  house  of  his  parents  ;  and,  strange 
to  tell,  no  sooner  was  lie  presented  to  his  mother, 
than  her  countenance  changed  ;  she  eyed  him  with 
tokens  of  affliction  and  surprise,  and  bursting  into 
tears,  exclaimed  her  child  was  dead,  and  this  was 
no  other  than  an  impostor  whom  they  had  brought 
to  defraud  her  sorrow.  Truunion  was  confound- 
ed at  this  unaccountable  passion,  which  had  no 
other  foundation  tha,n  caprice  and  whim  ;  and 
Gamaliel  himself  w  as  so  disconcerted  and  unsettl- 
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ed  in  his  own  belief,  which  began  to  waver,  tha^ 
he  knew  not  how  to  behave  towards  tlie  boy,  whom 
his  godfather  immetliately  carried  back  to  the  gar- 
rison, swearing  all  the  way  that  Perry  should  ne-. 
ver  cross  their  threfehhold  again  with  his  good- will. 
Nay,  so  much  was  lie  incensed  at  this  unnatirfaT 
and  absurd  renunciation,  that  he  refused  to  carry 
on  any  farther  correspondence  with  Pickle,  until 
he  was  appeased  by  his  solicitations  and  submis- 
sion, and  Peregrine  owned  as  his  son  and  heir. 
But  this  acknowledgment  was  made  without  the 
privity  of  his  wife,  whose  vitious  averson  he  was 
obliged,  in  appearance,  to  adopt.  Thus  exiled 
from  his  father's  house,  the  young  gentleman  was 
left  entirely  to  the  disposal  of  the  commodore, 
whose  affection  for  him  daily  increased,  insomuch 
that  he  could  scarce  prevail  upon  himself  to  part 
with  him,  when  his  education  absolutely  required 
that  he  should  be  otherwise  disposed  of. 

In  all  probability,  this  extraordinary  attach- 
ment was,  if  not  produced,  at  least  rivctted,  by 
that  peculiar  turn  in  Peregrine's  imagination, 
which  we  have  already,  observed  ;  and  which, 
during  his  residence  in  the  castle,  appeared  in 
sundry  stratagems  he  practisetl  upon  his  uncle  and 
aunt,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Hatchway,  who 
assisted  him  in  the  contrivance  and  execution  of 
all  his  schemes.  Nor  was  Pipes  exempted  from  a 
share  in  their  undertakings  ;  for,  being  a  trusty 
fellow,  not  without  dexterity  in  some  cases,  and  al- 
together resigned  to  their  will,  they  found  him  a 
serviceable  instrument  for  their  purpose,  and  used 
him  accordingly. 

The  first  sample  of  their  art  was  exhibited  up- 
on Mrs.  Trunnion.  They  terrified  that  good  lady 
with  strange  noises  when  she  retired  to  her  devo- 
tion. Pipes  was  a  natural  genius  in  the  compo- 
sition of  discords ;    he  would  imitate  the  sound. 
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produced  by  the  winding  of  a  jack,  the  filing  of  a 
s»a\v,  and  the  swinging  of  a  malefactor  hanging  in. 
chains ;  he  could  counterfeit  the  braying  of  an  ass, 
the  screeching  of  a  night  owl,  the  caterwauling  of 
cats,  the  how  ling  of  a  dog,  the  squeaking  of  a  pig,, 
the  crowing  of  a  cock ;  anil  he  had  learnt  the  war- 
hoop  uttered  by  the  Indians  in  North  America. 
These  talents  were  exerted  successively  at  diflerent 
times  and  places,,  to  the  terror  of  Mrs.  Trunnion, 
the  discomposure  of  the  commodore  himself,  and 
the  consternation  of  all  the  servants  in  the  castle. 
Peregrine,  >yilh  a  sheet  over  his  clothes,  some- 
times tumbled  before  his  aunt  in  tlie  twilight, 
when  her  or^jans  of  vision  were  a  little  impaired  by 
the  cordial  she  had  swallowed  ;  and  the  boatswain's 
mate  taught  him  to  shoe  cats  with  walnut-shells,, 
so  that  they  made  a  most  dreadful  clattering  in 
their  nocturnal  excursions.  The  mind  of  Mrs. 
Trunnion  was  not  a  Utile  disturbed  by  these  alarms,, 
which,  in  her  opinion,  portended  the  death  of  some 
principal  person  in  the  family  ;  she  redoubled  her 
religious  exercises,  and  fortified  her  spirits  with 
fresh  potations  ;  nay,  she  began  to  take  jiotice  that 
Mr.  Trunnion's  constitution  was  very  mucn  broke, 
and  seemed  dissatisfied  when  people  observed  that 
they  never  saw  him  look  better.  Her  frequent 
visits  to  the  closet,  where  all  her  consolation  was 
deposited,  inspired  the  confederates  with  a  device 
which  had  like  to  have  been  attended  with  tragi- 
cal consequences.  They  found  an  opportunity  io 
infuse  jalap  in  one  of  her  case-bottles,  and  she  took 
so  largely  of  this  medicine,  that  her  constitutioa 
had  Avell  nigh  sunk  under  the  violence  of  its  effects. 
She  suffered  a  succession  of  fainting  fits  that  re- 
duced her  to  the  brink  of  the  grave,  in  spite  of  all 
the  remedies  that  were  administered  by  a  physici- 
an, who  was  called  in  the  beginning  of  her  disor- 
der.    After  having  examined  the  s^ptoras,  h& 
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declared  that  the  patient  had  been  poisoned  with 
arsenic,  and  prescrif^ed  oily  draughts  and  hibri- 
eating-  injections,  to  defend  the  coats  of  the  stomach 
and  intestines  from  the  vellicating  particles  of  that 
pernicious  mineral ;  at  the  same  tune  hintina^,  w  ith 
a  look  of  infinite  sagacity,  that  it  was  not  difficult 
to  divine  the  whole  mystery.  He  affected  to  de- 
plore the  poor  lady,  as  if  she  was  exposed  to  more 
attempts  of  the  same  nature  ;  thereby  glanciuir 
obliquely  at  the  innocent  commodore,  whom  the 
officious  son  of  /Eiculapius  suspected  as  the  authoi: 
of  this  expedient,  to  rid  his  hands  of  a  yoke-fellow  ^' 
for  whom  he  was  well  known  to  have  lio  great  de- 
votion. This  impertinent  and  malicious  insinua- 
tion made  some  impression  upon  the  bystanders, 
and  furnished  ample  field  for  slander  to  asperse  the 
morals  of  Trunnion,  who  was  represented  through 
the  whole  district  as  a  monster  of  barbarity.  Nay, 
the  sufiferer  herself,  though  she  behaved  with  great 
decency  and  prudence,  could  not  help  entertain- 
ing some  small  difiidence  of  her  husband ;  not  that 
she  imagined  he  had  any  design  upon  her  life,  but 
that  he  had  been  at  pains  to  adulterate  the  brandy, 
with  a  view  of  detaching  her  from  that  favourite 
Itquor. 

On  this  supposition  she  resolved  to  act  with 
more  caution  tor  the  future,  without  setting  on  foot 
any  inquiry  about  the  aflair ;  while  the  commo- 
dore, imputing  her  indisposition  to  some  natural 
cause,  after  the  danger  was  past,  never  besto^ved 
a  thought  upon  the  subject  ;  so  that  the  perpetra- 
tors were  quit  of  their  tear,  which,  however,  had 
punished  them  so  effectually,  that  they  never 
would  hazard  any  more  jokes  of  the  same  na- 
ture. 

The  shafts  of  their  wit  were  now  directed  against 
the  commander  himself,  whom  they  teased  and 
twiificd  almost  out  of  his  senses.     One  day  while 
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lie  was  at  dinner,  Pipes  came  and  told  him  that 
there  was  a  person  heloyv  that  wanted  to  speak  with 
him  iiniuediately  about  an  affair  of  the  greatest 
import;) nee,  that  would  admit  of  no  dehiy  ;  upon 
which  lie  ordered  the  stran^^er  to  be  told  that  he 
was  engai^cd,  and  that  he  must  send  up  liis  name 
and  business.  To  this  demanfl  he  received  for 
answer  a  message,  importing  that  the  person's  name 
Avas  unknown  to  him,  and  his  business  of  such  a 
nature,  that  it  could  not  be  disclosed  to  any  one 
b;it  the  commodore  himself,  Avhom  he  earnestly 
desired  to  see  Avithout  loss  of  time. 

Trunnion,  surprised  at  this  importunity,  got  up 
with  great  reluctance,  in  the  middle  of  his  meal, 
and  descending  to  a  parlour  where  the  stranger  was, 
asked  him  in  a  surly  tone  what  he  wanted  with 
him  in  such  a  danm'd  hurry,  that  he  could  not 
wait  till  he  had  made  an  end  of  his  mess  ?  The 
other,  not  at  all  disconcerted  at  this  rough  address, 
advanced  close  up  to  him  on  his  tiptoes,  and,  with 
a  look  of  confidence  and  conceit,  laying  his  mouth 
to  one  side  of  the  commodore's  head,  whispered 
softly  in  his  ear, — '  sir,  I  am  the  attorney  whom 
you  wanted  to  converse  with  in  private.'  '  The  at- 
torney !'  caried  Trunnion, 'staring  and  half  choked 
with  choler.  *  Yes,  sir,  at  your  service,'  replied 
this  retainer  to  the  law,  '  and,  if  you  please,  the 
sooner  we  dispatch  the  affair  tlie  belter,  for  it  is 
an  old  observation  that  delay  breeds  danger.' 
••  Truly,  brother,'  said  the  commodore,  who  could 
no  longer  contain  himself,  '  I  do  confess  that  I  am 
very  much  of  your  way  of  thinking,  iVye  see ;'  and 
so  saying,  he  Idled  up  his  walking  staff,  which 
was  something  between  a  crutch  and  a  cudgel,  and 
discharged  it  with  such  energy  on  the  seat  of  the 
attorney's  understanding,  that,  if  there  had  been 
any  thing  but  solid  bone,  the  contents  of  his  skull 
must  have  been  evacuated.  m 
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Fortifi(?d  as  lie  was  by  nature  against  all  suclr 
assaults^  he  could  not  withstand  the  momentum  of 
the  blow,  which  in  an  instant  laid  him  flat  on  the 
iloor,  deprived  of  all  sense  and  motion  ;  and  Trun- 
nion hopped  up  stairs  to  dinner,  applaudins^  liim- 
self  in  ejaculations  all  tlie  way  for  the  venj^eance 
he  had  taken  on  such  an  impudent  pettifogging 
miscreant. 

The  attorney  no  sooner  awaked  from  his^tniTice, 
into  which  he  had  been  so  unexpectedly  lulled, 
than  he  cast  his  eyes  around  in  quest  of  evidence, 
by  which  he  might  be  enabled  the  more  easily  to 
prove  the  injury  he  had  sustained  ;  but  not  a  soul 
appearing,  he  made  shift  to  get  upon  his  legs  again, 
and,  with  the  blood  trickling  over  his  nose,  fol- 
lowed one  of  the  servants  into  the  dining-room,  re- 
solved ta-€ome  to  an  explanation  witb  the  assail- 
ant, and  either  extort  moaey  from  him  by  way  of 
satisfaction,  or  provoke  him  to  a  second  applica- 
tion before  witnesses.  With  this  view  he  entered 
the  room  in  a  peal  of  clamour,  to  the  amazement 
of  all  present,  and  the  terror  of  Mrs.  Trunnion, 
who  shrieked  at  the  appearance  of  such  a  spec- 
tacle ;  and  addressing  himself  to  the  commodore, 
*  I'll  tell  3'ou  what,  sir,'aaidhe,  '  if  there  I)e  law  in 
England,  FU  make  you  smart  for  this  here  assault : 
you  think  you  have  screened  yourself  from  a  pro- 
secution, by  sending  all  your  servants  out  of  the 
way,  but  that  circumstance  will  appear  upon  trial 
to  be  a  plain  proof  of  the  malice  prepense  with 
which  the  fact  was  committed,  especially  when 
corroborated  by  the  evidence  of  this  here  letter, 
under  your  own  hand,  whereby  I  am  desired  to 
come  to  your  own  house  to  transact  an  affair  of 
consequence.'  So  saying,  he  produced  the  writ- 
ing} and  read  the  contents  in  these  words. — 
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'  .Sir,  being  in  a  manner  prisoner  in  my  own  house,  I 
ilcsire  you  will  give  me  a  call  precisely  ^at  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  insist  upon  seeing  me  yourself, 
as  I  have  an  affair  of  great  consequence,  in  which  your 
j-articular  advice  is  wanted,  by  your  humble  servant, 

♦   HAWSER  TRUNNION.' 

The  one-evcd  commander,  who  had  been  satis- 
iicd  willi  the  chastisement  he  liad  already  bestow- 
ed upon  the  plaintifl*,  hearing  him  read  this  auda- 
cious piece  ot  forgery,  which  he  considered  as  the 
effect  of  his  own  villany,  started  up  from  table, 
and  seizing  a  huge  turkey  that  lay  in  a  dish  be- 
fore him,  would  have  applied  it,  sauce  and  all,  by 
way  of  poultice  to  his  wound,  had  he  not  been  re- 
strained by  Hatchway,  who  laid  fast  hold  on  both 
his  arms,  and  fixed  him  to  his  chair  again,  advis- 
ing the  attorney  to  sheer  off  with  what  he  had 
got.  Far  from  following  this  salutary  counsel,  he 
redoubled  his  threats,  and  set  Trunnion  at  defiance, 
telling  him  he  was  not  a  man  of  true  courage,  al- 
though he  had  commanded  a  ship  of  war,  or  else 
he  would  not  have  attacked  any  person  in  such  a 
cowardly  and  clandestine  manner.  This  provoca- 
tion would  have  answered  his  purpose  effectually, 
had  not  his  adversary's  indignation  been  repressed 
by  the  suggestions  of  the  lieutenant,  who  desired 
his  friend  in  a  whisper  to  be  easy,  for  he  would 
fake  care  to  have  the  atfoniey  tossed  in  a  blanket 
for  his  presumption.  This  proposal,  which  he  re- 
ceived with  great  approbation,  pacified  him  in  a 
moment ;  he  wiped  the  sweat  from  his  forehead, 
and  his  features  relaxetl  into  a  grim  sniile. 

Hatchway  disappeared,  and  Ravine  proceeded 
with  great  fhiency  of  abuse,  until  he  was  interrupt- 
ed by  the  arrival  of  Pipes,  who,  without  any  ex- 
postulation^ led  him  otit  by  the  hand,  and  con- 
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ducted  Lim  to  the  yard,  where  he  Mas  put  into 
a  carpet,  and  in  a  twinkling  sent  into  the  air  by 
the  strength  and  dexterity  of  five  stout  operators, 
whom  the  lieutenant  had  selected  from  the  num- 
ber of  domestics  for  that  singular  spell  of  duty. 

In  vain  did  the  astonished  vaulter  beg  for  the 
love  of  God  and  passion  of  Christ,  that  they  would 
take  pity  upon  him,  and  put  an  end  to  his  invo- 
luntary gambols ;  they  were  deaf  to  his  prayers 
and  protestations,  even  when  he  swore,  in  the  most 
solenm  manner,  that,  if  they  would  cease  torment- 
ing him,  he  would  forget  and  forgive  what  was 
past,  and  depart  in  peace  to  his  own  habitation ; 
and  continued  the  game  till  they  were  fatigued 
with  the  exercise. 

llavine  being  dismissed  in  a  most  melancholy 
plight,  brought  an  action  of  assault  and  battery 
against  the  commodore,  and  subpoena'd  all  the 
servants  as  evidences  in  the  cause ;  but  as  none  of 
them  had  seen  what  happened,  he  did  not  find  his 
account  in  the  prosecution,  though  he  himself  ex- 
amined all  the  witnesses,  and,  among  other  ques- 
tions, asked,  whether  they  had  not  seen  him  come 
in  like  another  man  ?  and  whether  they  had  ever 
seen  any  other  man  in  such  a  condition  as  that  in 
which  he  had  crawled  off  ?  but  this  last  interro- 
gation they  were  not  obliged  to  answer,  because  it 
had  reference  to  the  second  discipline  he  had  un- 
dergone, in  which  they,  and  they  only,  were  con- 
cerned ;  and  no  person  is  bound  to  give  testimony 
against  himself. 

In  short,  the  attorney  was  nonsuited,  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  all  who  knew  him,  and  found  himself 
under  the  necessity  of  proving  that  he  had  receiv- 
ed, in  course  of  post,  the  letter,  which  was  declar- 
ed in  court  a  scandalous  forgery,  in  order  to 
prevent  an  indictment  with  which  he  was  threaten- 
ed by  the  commodore,  who  little  dreamed  that  the 
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^vliole  affair  had  been  planned  and  executed  by 
I'erei^riiie  and  his  associates. 

The  next  enterprise  in  which  this  triumvirate 
engag-ed,  was  a  scheme  to  frighten  Trunnion  with 
an  apparition,  which  they  prepared  and  executed 
in  this  manner. — ^To  the  hide  of  a  large  ox.  Pipes 
fitted  a  leathern  vizor,  of  a  most  terrible  appearance, 
stretched  on  the  jaws  of  a  shark,  which  he  had 
brought  from  sea,  and  accommodated  with  a 
couple  of  broad  glasses,  instead  of  eyes.  On  the 
inside  of  these,  he  placed  two  rush-lights,  and 
with  a  composition  of  sulphur  and  saltpetre,  made 
a  pretty  large  fuse,  which  he  fixed  between  two 
rows  of  the  teeth.  This  equipage  being  finished, 
he,  one  dark  night  chosen  for  the  purpose,  put  it 
on,  and  followed  the  commodore  into  a  long  pas- 
sage, in  which  he  was  preceeded  by  Perry  with  a 
light  in  his  hand,  kindled  his  fire-work  with  a 
match,  and  began  to  bellow  like  a  bull.  The  boy, 
as  it  was  concerted,  looking  behind  him,  screamed 
aloud,  and  dropped  the  light,  which  was  extin- 
guished in  the  fall :  when  Trunnion,  alarmed  at 
his  nephew's  consternation,  exclaimed, — '  zounds ! 
w  hat's  the  matter  ?  And,  turning  about  to  see  the 
cause  of  his  dismay,  beheld  a  hideous  phantom 
vomiting  blue  flame,  which  aggravated  the  hor- 
rors of  its  aspect.  He  was  instantly  seized  with 
an  agony  of  fear,  which  divested  him  of  his  rea- 
son ;  nevertheless,  he,  as  it  were  mechanically, 
raised  his  trusty  supporter  in  his  own  defence,  and 
the  apparition  advancing  towards  him,  aimed  it 
at  this  dreadful  annoyance  with  such  a  convulsive 
exertion  of  strength,  that,  had  not  the  blow  chanc- 
ed to  light  upon  one  of  the  horns,  Mr.  Pipes  would 
have  had  no  cause  to  value  himself  upon  his  in- 
vention. Misapplied  as  it  was,  he  did  not  fail  to 
stagger  at  the  shock,  and,  dreading  another  such 
salutation,  closed  with  the  commodore,  and  hav- 
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ing  tripped  up  his  heels,  retreated  with  great  c^» 
pedition. 

It  was  then  that  Peregrine,  pretending  to  recol- 
lect himself  a  little,  ran  with  all  the  niarlis  of  dis- 
turbance and  affright,  and  called  up  the  servants 
to  the  assistance  of  their  master,  whom  thej 
found  in  a  cold  sweat  upon  the  floor,  his  features 
betpkejfting  horror  and  confusion.  Hatchway 
raised  him  up.  and,  having  comforted  him  with  a 
cup  of  Nantz,  began  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of 
liis  disorder ;  but  he  could  not  extract  one  word 
of  answer  from  his  friend,  who,  after  a  considerable 
pause,  duruig  which  he  seemed  to  be  wrapped  up 
in  profound  contemplation,  pronounced  aloud. — 
^  By  the  Lord !  Jack,  you  may  say  what  you 
wool ;  but  I'll  be  damn'd  if  it  was  not  Davy  Jones 
himself.  I  know  him  by  his  saucer-eyes,  his  three 
rows  of  teeth,  his  horns  and  tail,  and  the  blue 
smoke  that  came  out  of  his  nostrils.  What  does 
fhe  blackguard  hell's  baby  want  with  me  !  I  am 
sure  I  never  committed  murder,  except  in  the  way 
of  my  profession,  nor  wronged  any  man  w  hatsom- 
ever  suice  I  first  went  to  sea.'  This  same  Davy 
Jones,  according  to  the  mythology  of  sailors,  is 
the  fiend  that  presides  over  all  the  evil  spirits  of 
the  deep,  and  is  often  seen  in  various  shapes, 
perching  among  the  rigging  'on  the  eve  of  hurri- 
canes, shipwrecks,  and  other  disasters,  to  which  a 
seafaring  life  is  exposed  ;  warning  the  devoted 
wretch  of  death  and  woe.  No  wonder  that  Trun- 
nion was  disturbed  by  a  supposed  visit  of  this  de- 
mon, which  in  his  opinion  ibreboded  some  dreadful 
calamity. 
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th  is  also  ly  their  advice  engaged  in  an  adventure  with 
the  exciseman,  who  does  notjind  his  account  in  his  own 
drollery. 

Howsoever  preposterous  and  unaccoiinfablc 
tliat  passion  may  be,  which  prompts  persons,  other- 
Avise  generous  and  sympathising,  to  afllict  and  per- 
plex Uicir  fellow-creatures,  certain  it  is,  our  confe- 
derates entertained  such  a  large  proportion  of  it, 
that,  not  satisfied  witli  the  pranks  tlicy  had  already 
played,  they  still  persecuted  the  commodore  with- 
out ceasing.  In  the  course  of  his  own  history, 
the  particulars  of  which  he  delighted  to  recount, 
he  had  often  rehearsed  an  adventure  of  deer-steal- 
ing, in  which  (during  the  unthinking  impetuosity 
of  his  youth)  lie  had  been  unfortunately  concerned. 
Far  from  succeeding  in  that  achievement,  he  and 
his  associates  had  (it  seems)  been  made  prisoners, 
after  an  obstinate  engagement  Mith  the  keepers, 
and  carried  before  a  neighbouring  justice  of  the 
]xnice,  who  used  Trunnion  with  great  indignity, 
and  with  his  companions  committed  him  to  jail. 

His  own  relations,  and  in  particular  an  uncle, 
on  whom  he  chiefly  depended,  treated  him  during 
his  confinement  with  great  rigour  and  inhumanity, 
and  absolutely  refused  to  interpose  their  influence  in 
his  behalf,  unless  he  would  sign  a  writing  oblig- 
ing himself  to  go  to  sea  within  thirty  days  after 
his  release,  under  the  penalty  of  being  proceeded 
against  as  a  felon.  The  alternative  was,  either  to 
undergo  this  voluntary  exile,  or  remain  in  prison, 
disowned  and  dcsertal  by  every  body,  and  after 
ail,  suft'er  an  ignominous  trial,  that  might  end  in 
a  sentence  of  transportation  for  life.  He  therefore, 
without  much  hesitation,  embraced  the  proposal 
of  his  kinsman,  and  (a«  he  observed)  was,  in  less 
Vol.  I.  E 
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than  a  month  after  his  discharge,  turned  adrift  lo 
the  mere  J  of  the  wind  and  waves. 

Since  that  period  he  had  never  maijilained  any 
correspondence  with  his  relations,  all  of  whom  had 
concurred  in  sending  him  oft';  nor  v/ould  he  ever 
pay  the  least  regard  to  the  humiliations  and  sup- 
plications of  some  among  them,  who  had  prostrat- 
ed themselves  before  him,  on  the  a^dvancement  of  ^ 
Lis  fortune  ;  but  he  retained  a  mostiiiveterate  re- 
sentment against  his  uncle,  who  Avas  still  in  being, 
though  extremely  old  and  infirm,  and  frequently 
mentioned  his  name  with  all  the  bitterness  of  re- 
venge. 

Perry  being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
particulars  of  this  story,  which  he  had  heard  so  of- 
ten rejDeated,  proposed  to  Hatchway,  that  a  person 
should  be  hired  to  introduce  himself  to  the  commo- 
dore, with  a  suppositious  letter  of  reconnnendation 
from  this  detested  kinsman ;  an  imposition  that,  in 
all  likelihood,  would  afford  abundance  of  diversion. 
The  lieutenant  relished  the  scheme,  and  young 
Pickle  having  composed  an  epistle  for  the  occa- 
sion, the  exciseman  of  the  parish,  a  fellow  of  great 
impudence  and  some  humour,  in  whom  Hatch- 
way could  confide,  undertook  to  transcribe  and  de- 
liver it  Avith  his  own  hand,   and  also  personate 
the  man  in  whose  favour  it  was  feigned  to  be  writ. 
He  accordingly  one  morning  arrived  on  horse- 
back at  the  garrison,  two  hours  at  least  before 
Trunnion  used  to  get  up,  and  gave  I'ipes,  Avho 
jidmitted  him,  to  understand,  that  he  had  a  letter 
for  his  master,  which  he  was  ordered  to  deliver  to 
none  but  the  commodore  himself.     This  message 
was  no  sooner  communicated,  than  the  indignant 
chief  (who  had  been  waked  for  the  purpose)  began 
lo  curse  the  messenger  for  breaking  his  rest,  and 
€Wore  he  Avould  not  budge  till  his  usual  time  of 
tumiDg  out.     This  resolution  being  conveyed  to 
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the  stranger,  he  desired  the  carrier  to  go  back  and 
toll  him,  he  had  such  joyful  tidings  to  impart 
that  he  was  sure  the  commodore  would  think  him- 
self amply  rewarded  for  his  trouble,  even  if  he  had 
been  raised  from  the  grave  to  receive  them. 

This  assurance,  flattering  as  it  was,  would  not 
Iiave  been  powerful  enough  to  persuade  him,  had 
it  not  been  assisted  with  the  exhortations  of  his 
spouse,  which  never  failed  to  influence  his  con- 
duct. He  therefore  crept  out  of  bed,  though  not 
without  great  repugnance,  and,  wrapping  himself 
in  his  morning  gown,  was  supported  down  stairs, 
rubbing  his  eye,  yawning  fearfully,  and  grumbling 
all  the  way.  As  soon  as  he  popped  his  head  into 
the  parlour,  the  supposed  stranger  made  divers  aAvk- 
ward  bows,  and  with  a  grinning  aspect  accosted 
him  in  these  words  :  '  your  most  humble  servant, 
most  noble  commodore  !  I  hope  you  are  in  good 
health ;  you  look  pure  and  hearty,  and,  if  it  was 
not  for  that  misfortune  of  your  eye,  one  would  not 
desire  to  see  a  more  pleasant  countenance  in  a 
sumrtier's  day.  Sure  as  I  am  a  living  soul,  one 
would  take  you  to  be  on  this  side  of  threescore. 
Laud  help  us  !  I  should  have  known  you  to  be  a 
Trunnion,  if  I  had  met  w  ith  you  in  the  midst  of 
Salisbury  plain,  as  the  sa}  ing  is.'  The  commo- 
dore, who  was  not  at  all  in  the  humour  of  relish- 
ing such  an  impertinent  preamble,  interrupted  him 
in  this  place,  saying,  with  a  peevish  accent, 
'  pshaw  !  pshaw  !  brother,  there's  no  occasion  to 
bowss  out  so  much  unnecessary  gum ;  if  you  can't 
bring  your  discourse  to  bear  on  the  right  subject, 
you  had  much  better  clap  a  stopper  on  your  tongue, 
and  bring  yourself  up,  d'ye  see  :  I  was  told  you 
had  something  to  deliver.'  'Deliver!'  (cried  the 
waggish  imposture)  '  odds  heart !  I  have  got  some- 
thing for  you  that  will  make  your  very  entrails 
rejoice  within  your  body.     Here's  a  letter  from  a 
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dear  and  worth j  friend  of  yours.  Take,  read  if, 
and  be  happy.  Blessings  on.  his  old  heart  !  one 
•would  think  he  had  renewed  his  age,  like  the 
eagles.'  Trunnion's  exjiectation  being  thus  rais- 
ed, he  called  for  his  spectacles,  adjusted  them  to 
his  eye,  took  the  letter,  and,  being  curious  to  know 
the  subscription,  no  sooner  perceived  his  uncle's 
name,  than  he  started  back,  his  lip  quivered,  and 
he  began  to  shake  in  every  limb  with  resentment 
and  surprise ;  nevertheless,  eager  to  know  the  sub- 
ject of  an  epistle  from  a  person  Avho  had  never  be- 
fore troubled  him  with -any  sort  of  address,  he  en- 
deavoured to  recollect  himself,  and  perused  the 
contents,  which  were  these. — 

*  LOVING  NEPHEW, 

'  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  rejoiced  to  hear  of  my 
■welfare ;  and  well  you  may,  considering  what  a  kind 
Uncle  I  have  been  to  you  in  the  days  of  your  youth,  and 
how  little  you  deserved  any  such  thing  ;  for  you  was  al- 
ways a  graceless  young  man,  given  to  wicked  courses 
and  bad  company,  whereby  you  would  have  come  to  a 
shameful  end,  had  it  not  been  for  my  ciire  in  sending 
you  out  of  mischief's  way.  But  this  is  not  the  cause  of 
my  present  writing.  The  bearer,  Mr.  Timothy  Trickle, 
is  a  distant  relation  of  yours,  being  the  son  of  the  cousin 
of  your  aunt  Margery,  and  is  not  over  and  above  well  as 
to  worldly  matters.  He  thinks  of  going  to  London,  to 
see  for  some  post  in  the  excise  or  customs,  if  so  be  that 
you  will  recommend  him  to  some  great  man  of  your  ac- ' 
quaintance,  and  give  him  a  small  matter  to  keep  him  till 
he  is  provided.  I  doubt  not,  nephew,  but  you  will  be 
glad  to  serse  him,  if  it  was  no  more  but  for  the  respect 
you  bear  to  me,  who  am,  loving  nephew,  your  affec- 
tionate uncle,  and  servant  to  command, 

*  TOBIAH  TRUNNIOir,' 

It  would  be  a  difficult  task  for  the  inimitable 
Hogarth  himself  to  exhibit  the  ludicrous  expres- 
sion of  the  commodore's  cpiintcnance,  while  He 
read  this  letter.     It  was  not  a  stare  of  astonish- 
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racnf,  a  cwmilsioii  of  rage,  or  a  ghastly  grin  of 
revenge,  but  an  association  of  all  three,  that  took 
possession  of  his  features.  At  length  he  hawked  ^, 
up,  ^vith  incredible  straining,  the  interjccfion  Stl"! 
Ifhat  seemed  to  have  stuck  some  time  in  his  wind- 
]>ipe,  and  thus  gave  vent  to  his  indignation  : 
'  have  I  come  along  side  of  you  at  last,  you  old 
stinking  cufmudgeon !  you  lie,  you  lousy  hulk, 
you  lie — you  did  all  in  your  po^ver  to  founder  me 
■when  I  was  a  stripling  ;  and,  as  for  being  grace- 
less, and  wicked,  and  keeping  bad  company,  you 
tell  a  damned  lie  again,  you  thief;  there  was  not  a 
more  peaceable  lad  in  the  county,  and  I  kept  no 
bad  company  but  your  own,  d'ye  see.  There- 
fore, you  Trickle,  or  what's  your  name,  tell  the  old 
rascal  that  sent  you  hither,  that  I  spit  in  his  face, 
and  call  liim  horse;  that  I  tear  his  letter  into  rags, 
so  ;  and  that  I  trample  upon  it  as  I  would  upoii 
his  own  villanous  carcase,  d'ye  see.'  So  saying, 
he  danced  hi  a  sort  of  frenzy  upon  the  fragments 
of  the  paper,  which  he  had  scattered  about  the 
room,  to  the  inexpressible  satisfoction  of  the  tri- 
mnvirate,  who  beheld  the  scene. 

The  exciseman  having  got  between  him  and 
the  door,  which  -^as  left  open  for  his  escape,  in 
case  of  necessity,  affected  great  confusion  and  sur- 
j)rise  at  his  behaviour,  saying  with  an  air  of  mor- 
tification,— '  lord  be  merciful  unto  me !  is  this  the 
way  you  treat  yoiu  own  relations,  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  your  best  friend!  Surely  all  grati- 
tude and  virtue  have  left  this  sinful  world  !  What 
will  cousin  Tim,  and  Dick,  and  Tom,  and  good 
mothejf  Pipkin,  and  her  daughters,  cousins  Sue, 
and  Prue,  and  Peg,  with  all  the  rest  of  our  kins- 
folk, say,  when  they  hear  of  this  unconscionable? 
reception  that  I  have  met  with?  Consider,  sir,  that 
ingratitude  is  worse  than  the  sin  of  Avitchcraft,  as 
the  apostle  wisely  observjs :  and  do  not  send  mo 
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away  with  such  unchristian  usage,  which  will  lay 
a  heavy  load  of  guilt  upon  your  poor  miserable 
soul.'  '  What,  you  are  on  a  cruise  for  a  post, 
brother  Trickle,  an't  ye  !'  (said  Trunnion,  inter- 
rupting him),  '  we  &hall  find  a  post  for  you  in  a 
trice,  ray  boy.  Here  Pipes,  take  this  saucy  son 
of  a  bitch,  liplay  him  to  the  whipping-post  in  the 
yard.  I'll  teach  you  to  rowse  me  in  the  morning 
"with  such  imjjertinent  messages.'  Pipes,  who 
wanted  to  carry  the  joke  farther  than  the  excise- 
man dreamed  of,  laid  hold  of  him  in  a  twinkling, 
and  executed  the  orders  of  his  commander,  not- 
withstanding all  his  nods,  winking,  and  signifi- 
cant gestures,  which  the  boatswain's  mate  would 
by  no  means  understand :  so  that  he  began  to 
repent  of  the  part  he  acted  in  this  performance, 
which  was  like  to  end  so  tragically, and  stood  fas- 
tened to  the  stake,  in  a  very  disagreeable  state  of 
suspense,  casting  many  a  rueful  look  over  his  left 
shoulder  (while  Pipes  was  absent  in  quest  of  a  cat- 
and-ninc-tails),  in  expectation  of  being  relieved  by 
the  interposition  of  the  lieutenant,  who  did  not, 
however,  appear.  Tflm,  rcianiiiig  with  the  in- 
strument of  correction,  xmdressed  the  delinquent  in 
a  trice,  and  whispering  in  his  ear,  that  he  was 
very  sorry  for  being  employed  in  such  an  office, 
but  durst  not  for  his  soul  disobey  the  orders  of  his 
commander,  flourished  the  scourge  about  his  head, 
and,  with  admirable  dexterity,  made  such  a  smart- 
ing application  to  the  offender's  back  and  shoul- 
ders, that  the  distracted  gauger  performed  sundry 
new  cuts  with  his  feet,  and  bellowed  hideously  with 
pain,  to  the  infinite  satisfactionof  the  spectators.  At 
length,  when  he  was  almost  flea'd  from  his  rump 
to  tlie  nape  of  his  neck,  Hatchway,  who  had  pur- 
posely absented  himself  hitherto,  appeared  in  the 
yard,  and,  interposing  in  his  behalf,  prevailed  up- 
on Trunnion  to  call  off  the  executioner,  and  or- 
dered the  malefactor  to  be  released. 
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The  exciseman,  mad  v/'iih  the  catastrophe  he 
had  undergone,  threatened  to  be  revenged  uponhia 
employers,  by  making  a  candid  confession  of  the 
whole  plot ;  but  the  lieutenant  giving  him  to  un- 
derstand, that,  in  so  doing,  he  would  bring  upon 
himself  a  prosecution  for  fraud,  forgery,  and  im- 
posture, he  was  fain  to  put  up  with  his  loss,  and 
sneaketl  out  of  tlte  garrison,  attended  with  a  volley 
of  curses  discharged  upon  him  by  the  commodore, 
who  was  exceedingly  irritated  by  the  disturbance 
and  disappointment  he  had  undergone. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

The  commodore  detects  the  machinations  of  the  conspira- 
tors, and  hires  a  tutor  for  Peregrine,  whom  he  settles 
at  Winchester  school. 

1  HIS  was  not  tlie  least  afHiction  ne  suffered  from 
imwearicd  endeavours  and  inexhaustcd  iaventioa 
of  his  tormentors,  who  harassed  him  with  such  a 
variety  of  mischievous  pranks,  that  he  began  to 
think  a'  the  devils  in  hell  had  conspired  against 
his  peaci  ;  and  accovdingly  became  very  serious 
and  con  tern  plat  iv<;oa  the  subject. 

[ii  (he  course  of  his  nicditatious,  v,  hen  he  recol- 
lecled  and  compared  the  circumst;jnces  of  every 
niortiiication  to  which  he  had  been  lately  exposed, 
he  could  not  help  suspecting  that  some  ot  thciu 
must  have  been  contrived  to  vex  him  ;  and  as  he 
was  not  ignorant  of  his  lieutenant's  disposition, 
nor  unacquainted  with  the  talents  of  Peregrine,  he 
resolved  to  observe  them  both  for  the  future  with 
the  utmost  care  and  circumspection.  This  reso- 
lution, aided  by  the  incautious  conduct  of  the  con- 
spirators, whom,  by  this  time,  success  had  ren- 
dered heedless  and  indiscreet,  was  attended  with 
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the  desired  effect.  lie  in  a  little  time  detected 
Perry  in  a  new  plot,  and  by  dint  of  a  little  clias- 
tiseineut,  and  a  great  many  threats,  extorted  from 
him  a  confession  of  all  the  contrivences  in  m  hich 
he  had  been  concerned.  The  commodore  was 
thundei'stnick  at  the  discovery,  and  so  much  in- 
censed against  Hatchway  for  the  part  he  had  act- 
ed in  the  whole,  that  he  deliberated  with  himself, 
whether  he  should  demand  satisfaction  with  sword 
and  pistol,  or  dismiss  him  from  the  garrison,  and 
renounce  all  friendship  with  him  at  once.  But 
lie  had  been  so  long  accustomed  to  Jack's  com- 
pany, that  he  could  not  live  without  him;  and, 
upon  more  cool  reflection,  perceivin^that  what 
he  had  done  was  rather  the  effect  of  wantonness 
ihan  malice,  which  he  himself  would  nare  laugh- 
ea?o"see  take  place  upon  any  other  person,  he de- 
tennined  to  devour  his  chagrin,  and  extend  his 
forgiveness  even  (o  Pipes,  whoin,  in  the  first  sally 
of  his  passion,  he  had  looked  upon  in  a  more  cri- 
minal light  than  that  of  a  simple  muthieer.  Iliis 
determination  was  seconded  by  another,  \\ hich  he 
thought  absolutely  necessary  for  his  own  repose, 
and  in  which  his  own  interest  and  that  of  his  ne- 
phew concurred. 

Peregrine  was  now  turned  of  t^velve,  had  made 
such  advances  under  the  instruction  of  Jennings 
that  he  often  disputed  upon  grammar,  and  was 
sometimes  thought  to  have  the  belter  in  his  con- 
tests with  the  parish  priest,  who,  notwithstanding 
this  acknowledged  superiority  of  his  antagonist, 
did  great  justice  to  his  genius,  which  he  assure<i 
IVIr.  Trimnion  would  be  lost  for  want  of  cultiva- 
tion, if  the  boy  w  as  not  immediately  sent  to  pro- 
secute his  studies  at  some  proper  seminary  of  learn- 
ing- 

This  maxim  had  been  more  than  once  inculcat- 
ed upon  the  commodore  by  Mrs.  Trunnion,  who, 
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over  autl  above  the  deference  she  paid  <o  the  par- 
son's  opinioM,  had  a  reason  of  her  own  for  wishing 
to  see  the  house  clear  of  Pere^rhie,  at  whose  pry- 
inf^  disposition  she  bei^an  to  be  very  uneasy.  In- 
duced by  these  motives,  which  were  joined  by  the 
solicitation  of  the  youtli  Jiimsclf,  who  ardently 
longed  to  see  a  little  more  of  the  world,  his  uncle 
determined  to  send  him  fortlnvith  to  \Vijichester, 
luuler  the  immediate  aire  and  inspection  of  a  go- 
vernor, to  whom  he  allowed  a  very  handsome 
Appointment  for  that  purpose.  This  gentleman, 
AThose  name  was  Mr.  Jacob  Jolter,  had  been  school- 
iellow  with  the  parson  of  the  parish,  who  recom- 
mended him  to  Mrs.  Trunnion  as  a  person  of  great 
worth  and  learning,  in  e^^ery  respect  qualiiied  for 
the  office  of  a  tutor,  lie  likewise  added,  by  way 
of  eulogium,  that  he  Avas  a  man  of  exemplary 
piety,  and  particularly  zealous  for  the  honour  of  the 
church  of  which  he  was  a  member,  having  been 
many  years  in  holy  orders,  though  he  did  not  then 
exercise  any  function  of  the  priesthood.  Indeed 
Mr.  Jolter 's  zeal  was  so  exceedingly  fervent,  as  on 
some  occasions  io  get  the  better  of  his- discretion  ; 
ibr,  being  an  high  churchman,  and  of  consequence 
a  malcontent,  his  resentment  was  habituated  into 
an  unsurmountable  prejudice  against  the  present 
disposition  of  aflairs,  >wliich,  by  confounding  tJic 
nation  with  the  ministry,  sometimes  led  him  into 
orojicous,  not  to  say  absurd,  calculations  ;  other- 
wise a  man  of  good  morals,  well  versed  in  mathe- 
matics and  school  divinity,  studies  which  had  not 
at  all  contributed  to  sweeten  and  unbend  the  na- 
tural sourness  and  severity  of  his  complexion. 

This  gentleman  being  destined  to  the  charge  of 
superintending  Perry's  education,  every  thing  Avas 
prepared  for  their  departure  ;  and  Tom  Pipes,  in 
consequence  of  his  own  petition,  put  into  livery, 
and  appointed  fyotmau  to  the  young  squire.  But, 
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before  they  set  out,  the  commodore  paid  the  com- 
pliment of  communicating  his  design  to  Mr. 
Pickle,  who  approved  of  the  plan,  though  he  durst 
not  venture  to  see  the  boy  ;  so  much  was  he  inti- 
midated by  the  remonstrances  of  his  wife,  wliose 
aversion  to  her  first-born  became  every  day  more 
inveterate  and  unaccountable.  This  unnatural 
caprice  seemed  te^be  supported  by  a  consideration 
which  (one  would  imagine)  might  have  rather 
vanquished  her  disgust.  Her  second  son  Gam, 
who  was  now  in  the  fourth  year  of  liis  age,  had 
been  rickety  from  the  cradle,  and  as  remarkably 
unpromising  in  appearance  as  Perry  w^s  agree- 
able in  his  person.  As  the  deformity  increased, 
the  mother's  fondness  was  augmented,  and  the 
virulence  of  her  hate  against  the  other  son  seemetl 
to  prevail  in  the  same  proportion. 

Far  from  allowing  Perry  to  enjoy  the  common 
privileges  of  a  child,  she  would  not  suffer  him  to 
approach  his  father's  house,  expressed  uneashiess 
Avhenever  his  name  happened  to  be  meiitionedj 
sickenal  at  his  praise,  and  in  all  respects  behaved 
like  anrost  rancorous  stepmother.  Though  she 
no  longer  rctaTned  that  ridiculous  notion  of  his  be- 
ing an  imposter,  she  still  continued  to  abhor  him, 
as  if  she  really  believed  him  to  be  such  ;  and  when 
any  person  desired  to  know  the  cause  of  her  sur- 
j^fisuig  dislike,  she  always  lost  her  temper,  and 
peevishly  replied,  that  she  had  reasons  of  her  own, 
which  she  was  not  obliged  to  declare ;  nay,  so 
much  was  she  aflected  by  this  vitious  partiality, 
that  she  broke  off  all  commerce  with  her  sister-in- 
law  and  the  commotlore,  because  they  favoured 
the  poor  child  with  their  countenance  and  protec- 
tion. 

Her  malice,  however,  was  frustrated  by  the  love 
and  generosity  of  Trunnion,  who,  having  adopted  - 
hiiii  as  his;  own  son,  equipped  him  accordingly, 
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and  carried  liini  and  his  governor  in  his  owti  coacli 
to  llic  place  of  destination,  wlierc  tliey  were  settled 
on  a  very  genteel  footing,  and  every  tiling  regu- 
lated according  to  their  desires. 

Mrs.  Trunnion  behaved  with  great  decency  at 
the  departure  of  her  nephew,  to  whom,  with  a 
great  many  pious  advices  and  injunctions  to  be- 
have with  submission  and  reverence  toAvards  his 
tutor,  she  presented  a  diamond  ring  of  small  va- 
lue, and  a  gold  medal,  as  tg^gisj  of  her  aftbction 
and  esteem.  As  for  the  lieutenant,  he  accompa- 
nied them  in  the  coach  ;  and  such  was  the  friend- 
ship he  had  contracted  for  Perry,  that,  when  the 
commodore  jjroposed  to  return,  after  having  ac- 
complished the  intent  of  his  journey.  Jack  abso- 
lutely refused  to  attend  him,  and  sigjijijcd  his  re- 
solution to  stay  where  he  was. 

Trunnion  was  the  more  startled  at  this  declara- 
tion, as  ffatchway  was  become  so  necessary  to  him 
in  almost  all  the  purposes  of  his  life,  that  he  fore- 
saw he  should  not  be  able  to  exist  without  his 
company.  Not  a  little  affected  with  this  consi- 
deration, he  turned  his  eye  ruefully  upon  the  lieu- 
tenant, saying,  in  a  piteous  tone, — '  what !  leave 
me  at  last,  Jack,  after  we  have  Aveathenxl  so  many 
hard  gales  togetlier?  damn  my  limbs!  I  thought 
you  had  been  more  of  an  honest  heart :  I  looked 
upon  you  as  my  foremast,  and  Tom  Pipes  as  my 
mizeu  ;  now  he  is  carried  away  ;  if  so  be  as  you 
go  too,  ray  htiuiding  rigging  being  decayed,  d'ye 
f-ee,  the  first  squal  will  bring  me  by  the  board. 
Damn  ye,  if  in  case  I  have  ffiven  oSenc-e,  can't; 
you  sperik  above  board,  and  I  shall  make  you 
amends.' 

Jack  being  ashamed  to  own  the  true  situation 
of  his  thoughts,  after  some  hesitation,  answered 
with  perplexity  and  incoherence, — '  no,  damme  ! 
that  an't  the  case  neither;  to  be  sure  you  always 
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used  me  in  an  officer-like  manner,  that  I  must  (Jwn- 
<o  give  the  devil  his  due,  as  the  saying  is  ;  but  for 
all  that,  this  here  is  the  case,  1  have  some  thoughts 
of  going  to  scliool  myself  toJLetWB- your  I^atin  Iin-~ 
gOj  for,  as  the  saying  is, (, 6c //er  lale  mend  ihau 
jiezer ;  and  1  am  informed  as  Tiow  one -^an-g^ 
more  for  the  money  here  than  anywhere  else.' 

In  vain  did  Trunnion  endeavour  to  convince 
him  of  the  folly  of  going  to  school  at  his  years,  by 
leprcsenting  that  the  bovs  would  make  game  of 
him,  and  that  he  would  become  a  laughing-stock 
to  all  the  world  ;  he  persisted  in  his  resolution  to 
stay,  and  the  commotlore  was  fain  to  have  recourse 
to  the  mediation  of  Pipes  and  Perry,  who  employ- 
ed their  influence  with  Jack,  and  at  last  prevail- 
ed upon  him  to  return  to  the  garrison,  after  Trun- 
nion had  promised  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  visit 
liiem  once  a  month.  This  stipulation  being  settl- 
ed, he  and  his  friend  took  leave  of  the  pupil,  go- 
vernor, and  attendant,  and  next  mornhig  set  out 
for  their  habitation^  which  they  reached  in  safety 
that  same  night. 

Such  was  Hatchway's  reluctance  to  leave  Pere- 
grine, that  he  is  said,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
to  have  looked  misty  at  parting :  certain  I  am, 
that,  on  the  road  homewards,  after  a  long  pause 
of  silence,  which  the  commodore  never  dreametl 
of  interrupting,  he  exclaimed  all  of  a  sudden, 
*  I'll  be  damn'd  if  the  dog  ha'n't  given  me  some 
•stuff  to  make  me  love  him.'  Indeetl  there  was 
something  congenial  in  the  disposition  of  these 
two  friends,  which  never  failed  to  manifest  itself 
in  the  sequel,  howsoever  diflerent  their  education, 
circumstances,  and  connections,  liappcned  to  bs. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Pei  co^rine  diuinguishes  himself  among  his  school'fellowst 
cx[)oscs  his  tutor,  and  attracts  the  particular  notice^  of 
the  master. 

i  Hiis  left  to  the  prosecution  of  liis  studies,  Perc- 
giiuewas  in  a  little  time  a  distinij:uishetl  character, 
not  only  for  his  acuteness  of  apprehension,  but  al- 
so for  that  mischievous  fertility  of  fancy,  of  which 
%\c  have  already  a^iven  such  pregnant  examples. 
JUit,  as  (here  was  a  great  number  of  such  lumi- 
naries in  this  new  sphere  to  which  he  belonged, 
his  talents  were  not  so  conspicuous,  while  they 
shone  in  his  single  capacity,  as  they  afterwards 
appeared,  when  they  concentered  and  reflected 
ihe  rays  of  the  whole  constdfcition. 

At  iirst  he  confined  himself  to  piddling  game,  ex- 
ercising his  genius  upon  his  own  tutor,  who  attract- 
ed Jiis  attcijtiQ;!,  by  endeavouring  to  seasoft'hiS 
mind  with  certain  political  maxims,  the  fallacy  of 
which  he  had  discernment  enough  to  perceive. 
Scarce  a  day  passed  in' which  he  did  not  find 
means  to  render  Mr.  Jolter  the  object  of  ridicule  ; 
his  violent  prejudices,  ludicrous  vanity,  awkward 
solemnit>^,  and  ignorance  of  mankind,  afforded 
continual  food  for  the  raillery,  petulance,  and  sa- 
tire, of  his  pupil,  who  never  neglected  an  oppor- 
timity  of  laughing,  and  making  others  laugh  at 
his  expence. 

Sometimes,  in  their  parties,  by  mixing  brandy  in 
his  wine,  he  decoyed  this  pedagogue  into  a  de- 
bauch, during  which  his  caution  forsook  him, 
and  he  exposed  himself  to  the  censure  of  the  com- 
pany. Sometimes,  when  the  conversation  turned 
upon  intricate  subjects,  he  practised  upon  him  the 
Socratic  method  of  confutation,  and,  under  pr«- 
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fence  of  being  informed,  by  an  artful  train  of 
puzzling  questions,  insensibly  betrayed  bim  into 
self-contradiction.        '--^ -- 

All  the  remains  of  authority  which  he  had  hither- 
to preserved  over  Peregrine  soon  vanished  ;  so  that, 
for  the  future,  no  sort  of  ceremony  subsisted  be- 
twixt them,  and  all  Mr.  Jolter's  precepts  were  con- 
veyed in  hints  of  friendly  advice,  which  the  otlier 
might  either  follow  or  neglect  at  his  own  pleasure. 
No  wonder  then  that  Peregrine  gave  a  loose  to  his 
inclinations,  and  by  dint  of  genius,  and  an  enter- 
prising temper,  made  a  figure  among  the  younger 
class  of  heroes  in  the  school. 

Before  he  had  been  a  full  year  at  Winchester, 
he  had  signalized  himself  in  so  many  achievements 
in  defiance  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  place, 
that  he  was  looked  upon  with  admiration,  and 
actually  chosen  duj;  or  leader,  by  a  large  body  of 
bis  contemporaries.  It  Mas  not  long  before  his 
fame  reached  the  ears  of  his  master,  who  sent  for 
Mr.  Jolter,  communicated  to  him  the  informations 
he  had  received,  and  desired  him  to  check  the 
vivacity  of  his  charge,  and  redouble  his  vigilance 
in  time  to  come,  else  he  should  be  obliged  to  make 
a  public  example  of  his  pupil  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school. 

The  governor,  conscious  of  his  own  unimport- 
ance, Mas  not  a  little  disconcerted  at  this  injunc- 
tion, Mhich  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  fulfil  by 
any  compulsive  means.  He  therefore  Mcnt  home 
in  a  very  pensive  mood,  and,  after  mature  deli- 
l^eration,  resolved  to  expostulate  Mith  Peregrine  in 
the  most  familiar  terms,  and  endeavour  to  dissuade 
him  from  practices  which  might  affect  his  charac- 
ter as  Mell  as  interest.  He  accordingly  frankly 
told  him  the  subject  of  the  master's  discourse,  re- 
presented the  disgrace  he  might  incur  by  neglect- 
ing this  M'arning.  and,  putting  hira  in  mind  of  his 
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own  situation,  hinted  the  consequences  of  the  com- 
modore's displeasure,  in  case  he  should  be  brought 
to  disapprove  of  his  conduct.  These  insinuations 
made  the  greater  impression,  as  they  were  deliver- 
ed with  many  expressions  of  friendship  and  con- 
cern. The  young  gentleman  was  not  so  raw  but 
that  he  could  perceive  the  solidity  of  Mr.  Jolter's 
advice,  to  which  he  promised  to  conform,  l^ecause 
his  pride  was  interested  in  the  affair ;  and  he  con- 
sidered his  own  reformation  as  the  only  means  of 
avoiding  that  infamy  which  (even  in  idea)  he  could 
not  bear. 

His  governor,  finding  hi;Ti  so  reasonable,  profit- 
ed by  these  moments  of  rejection,  and,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  rela]ise,  proposed  that  he  should  engage 
in  some  delightful  study,  that  wouUl  agreeably 
amuse  his  imagination,  and  gradually  detach  him 
from  tJiose  connections  which  had  involved  him  in 
so  many  troublesome  adventures,  for  this  pur- 
pose, he,  with  many  rapturous  encomiums,  recom- 
mendetl  the  mathematics,  as  yielding  more  ration- 
al and  sensible  pleasures  to  a  youthful  fancy  than 
any  other  subject  of  contemplation,  and  actually 
l3egan  to  read  Euclid  with  him  that  same  after- 
noon. 

Peregrine  entered  upon  this  branch  of  learning 
with  all  that  warmth  of  application  which  boys 
commonly  yield  on  the  first  change  of  study  ;  but 
he  had  scarce  advanced  beyond  the  pons  asino- 
rum  when  his  ardour  abated  ;  the  test  of  truth  by 
demonstration  did  not  elevate  him  to  those  tran- 
sports of  joy  with  which  his  preceptor  had  regal- 
ed his  expectation  ;  and  before  he  arrived  at  the 
fortieth-and-seventh  proposition,  he  began  to  yawn 
drearily,  make  abundance  of  wry  faces,  and 
J^^LOJ^J^-Jj-^S^S^--^^^  '"^'^ '  <i<^rfintly.paid-fei:iiis.4tt? 
tentiopj^when  he  shared  the  vast  discovery  of  Py- 
tliagoras,  and  understood  that  the  square  of  the 


112  THE  ADVENTURES  OT 

hypothenuse  was  equal  to  the  squares  of  the  other 
two  sides  of  a  ris^ht-angled  triangle.  He  was 
ashamed,  however,  to  fail  iji  his  undertaking,  and 
persevered  with  great  industry,  until  he  had  finish-, 
cd  the  first  four  books,  acquired  plain  trigonome- 
try,  with  the  method  of  algebraical  calculation,  and 
made  himself  well  acquainted  with  the  principles 
of  surveying.  But  no  consideration  could  prevail 
upon  him  to  extend  his  inquiries  fartheV  in  this 
science,  and  he  returned  with  double  relish  to  his 
former  avocations,  like  a  stream,  which,  being 
dammed,  accumulates  more  force,  and  bursting 
over  its  mounds,  rushes  down  Mitli  double  impe- 
tuosity. 

Mr.  Jolter  saw  with  astonishment  and  chagrin, 
but  could  not  resist  the  torrent.  His  behaviour 
was  now  no  other  than  a  series  of  license  and  ef- 
frontery ;  prank  succeeded  prank,  and  outrage 
followed  outrage,  with  surprising  velocity.  Com- 
plaints were  every  da j'vpreferred  against  him  ;  in 
vain  were  admonitions  bestowed  by  the  governor 
in  private,  and  menaces  discharged  by  the  mas- 
ters in  public  ;  he  disregardtnl  the  first,  despised 
the  latter,  divested  himself  of  all  manner  of  re- 
straint, and  proceeded  in  his  career  to  such  a  pitch 
of  audacity,  that  a  consultation  was  held  upon  the 
subject,  in  which  it  was  determined  that  this  unto- 
ward spirit  should  be  humbled  by  a  severe  and  ig- 
nominious flogguig  for  the  very  next  offence  he 
should  commit.  In  the  meantime,  JMr.  Jolter 
was  desired  to  writ  in  the  master's  name  to  the 
commodore,  requesting  hun  to  remove  Tom  Pijies 
from  the  person  of  his  nephew,  the  said  Pipes  be- 
ing a  principal  actor  and  abetter  in  all  his  malver- 
sations ;  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  monthly  visit- 
ations of  the  mutilated  lieutenant,  Mho  had  never 
once  failed  to  use  his  permission,  but  came  pmic- 
tualto  a  dav,  always  fraught  witksome  new  in- 
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volition.  Imlceil,  by  this  time,  Mr.  Hatchway 
was  as  well  known,  and  nmcli  better  iK'Iovetl  by 
every  boy  in  the  scIkx)!,  than  the  master  wFio  iu- 
strnctetl  him,  and  always  receivetl  by  a  number  of 
seholars,  who  used  to  attend  Peregrine  when  he 
went  forth  to  meet  his  friend,  and  conduct  him  to 
his  lodging  with  public  testimonies  of  joy  and  ap- 
plause. 

As  for  Tom  Pipes,  he  was  not  so  properly  the 
attendant  of  Peregrine  as  master  of  the  revels  to 
the  whole  school.    He  mingled  in  all  their  parties, 
and  superintended  their  diversions,  deciding  be- 
tween boy  and  boy,  as  if  he  acted  by  commis- 
jiion  under  the  great  seal.    Tie  regulated  their  mo- 
tions by  his  whistle,  instructed  the  young  boys 
in  the  games  of  hustle-cap,  leap-frog,  and  clmck- 
I'arthing  ;  imparted  to  those  of  a  more  advanced 
age,  the  sciences  of  cribbage  and  all-fours,  together 
with  the  method  of  storming  the  cattle,  acting  the 
comedy  of  Prince  Arthur,  and  other  pantomimes, 
as  they  are  commonly  exhibited  at  sea ;  and  in- 
structed the  seniors,  who  were  distinguished  by 
the  appellation  of  bloods,  in  cudgel-playing,  danc- 
ing the  S'.  Giles's  hornpipe,  drinking  ilip,  and 
smoking  tobacco.     These  qualifications  had  ren- 
derc\l  him  so  necessary  and  acceptable  to  the  schol- 
ars, (hat,  exclusive  of  Perry's  concern  in  the  af- 
fair, his  dismis-sion,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
produced  some  dangerous  convulsion  in  the  com- 
munity.    Joltcr,  therefore,  knowing,  his  import- 
ance, informed  his  pupil  of  the  directions  he  had 
received,  and  verj-  candidly  asked  how  he  should 
dt'mcan  himself  in  the  execution  :  for  he  durst  not 
\vrite  to  the   conmiodore  without  this  previous 
notice,    fearing  that   the  young    gentleman,   as 
soon  as  he  sliould  get  an  inkling  of  the  affair, 
v.ould  follow  the  example,  and  make  his  uncle 
acquainted  with  certain  anecdotes,  which  it  was 
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the  governor's  interest  to  keep  concealed.  Pere- 
grine was  of  opinion,  that  he  should  spare  himself 
the  trouble  of  conveying  any  complaints  to  the 
commodore  ;  and  if  questioned  by  the  master,  as- 
sure him  he  had  complied  with  his  desire  ;  at  tlie 
same  time  he  promised  faithfully  to  conduct  him- 
self with  such  circumspection  for  the  future,  that 
the  masters  sliould  have  no  temptation  to  revive 
the  inquiry.  But  the  resolution  attending  this  ex- 
torted promise  was  too  frail  to  last,  and,  in  less  than 
a  fortnight,  our  young  hero  found  himself  entangl- 
ed in  an  adventure,  from  which  he  was  not  extri- 
cated with  his  usual  good  fortune. 


CHAPTER  XVli: 

He  is  concerned  in  a  dangerous  adventure  with  a  certain 
gardener. .' . ,  sullimes  his  ideas,  commences  gallant^ 
and  becomes  acquainted  with  Aliss  Emily  Gauntlets 

JtIe  and  some  of  his  companions  one  day  entered 
a  garden  in  the  suburbs,  and  having  indulged  their 
appetites,  desired  to  know  Avhat  satisfaction  they 
must  make  for  the  fruit  they  had "  puUed.  The 
gardener  demanded  what  (in  tbcir  opinion)  wos 
an  exorbitant  price,  and  they,  with  many  appro- 
brious  terms,  refused  to  pay  it.  The  petisant  be- 
ing surly  and  untractable,  insisted  upon  his  right ; 
neither  was  he  deficient  nor  sparlrig  in  the  elo- 
quence of  vulgar  abuse.  His  guests  attempted  to 
retreat ;  a  scuffle  ensued,  in  which  Peregrine  lost 
his  cap  ;  and  the  gardener,  being  in  danger,  from 
the  number  of  his  foes,  called  to  his  wife  to  let  lose 
the  dog,  who  instantly  flew  to  his  master's  assist- 
ance, and,  after  having  tore  the  leg  of  one,  and  the 
shoulder  of  another,  put  the  whole  botly  of  thn 
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scholars  to  flight.  Eiirai^xl  at  the  indie^nity  which 
had  been  oiFered  them,  they  solicited  a  reinforce- 
ment of  their  friends,  and,  with  Tom  Pipes  at  their 
head,  marched  back  to  the  field  of  battle.  Their 
adversary  seeina^  them  approach,  called  his  ap- 
prentice, who  worked  at  the  other  end  of  the 
ground,  to  his  assistance,  armed  him  with  a  mat- 
tock, while  he  himself  wielded  an  hoe,  bolted  his 
door  on  the  inside,  and,  flanked  with  his  man  and 
mastifl",  waited  the  attack  without  flinching.  He 
had  not  remained  three  minutes  in  this  posture  of 
defence,  when  Pipes,  who  acted  as  the  enemy's 
forlorn  hope,  advanced  to  the  gate  with  great  in- 
trepidity, and  clapping  his  foot  to  the  door,  which 
was  none  of  the  stoutest,  with  the  execution  and 
dispatch  of  a  petard,  split  it  into  a  thousand  pieces. 
This  sudden  execution  had  an  immediate  effect 
upon  the  'prentice,  who  retreated  with  great  pre- 
cipitation, and  escaped  at  a  postern.  But  the 
master  placed  himself  like  another  Hercules  in  the 
breach  ;  and  when  Pipes,  brandishing  his  cudgel, 
stepped  forward  to  engage  him,  levelled  his  wea- 
pon with  such  force  and  dexterity  at  his  head, 
that,  had  the  scull  been  made  of  penetrable  stuff, 
the  iron  edge  must  have  cleft  his  pate  in  twain. 
Casemated  as  he  was,  the  instrument  cut  sheer  even 
to  the  bone,  on  which  it  struck  with  such  amazing 
violence,  that  sparks  of  real  fire  were  produced  by 
the  collision.  And  let  not  the  incredulous  reader 
pretend  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  phenomenon, 
until  he  shall  have  first  perused  the  ingenious  Peter 
Kolben's  Natural  history  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Avhcre  the  inhabitants  commonly  use  to 
strike  fire  with  the  shin-bones  of  lions,  which  have 
been  killed  in  that  part  of  Africa. 

Pipes,  though  a  little  disconcerted,  far  from 
being  disabled  by  the  blow,  in  a  trice  retorted 
the  compliment  with  his  truncheon;  which,  had 
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not  his  antagonist  expeditiously  slipped  his  licatl 
aside,  "vvould  have  laid  him  breathless  across  his 
own  threshhold  ;  but,  happily  for  him,  he  receiv- 
ed the  salutation  upon  his  right  shoulder,  which 
crashed  beneath  the  stroke,  and  the  hoe  dropi)ed 
instantly  from  his  tingling  hand.  Tom  perceiving, 
and  being  unwilling  to  forego,  the  advantage  he 
had  gained,  darted  his  head  into  tlie  bosom  of  this 
son  of  earth,  and  overturned  him  on  the  plain,  be- 
ing himself  that  instant  assaulted  by  the  mastift", 
who  fastened  upon  the  outside  of  his  thigh.  Feel- 
ing himself  incommoded  by  this  assailant  in  his 
rear,  he  quitted  the  prostrate  gardener  to  the  re- 
sentment of  his  associates,  who  poured  upon  him 
in  sholes,  and,  turning  about,  laid  hold  with  both 
liis  hands  of  this  ferocious  animal's  throat,  which 
he  squeezed  with  such  incredible  force  and  per- 
severance, that  the  creature  C|uit{ed  his  hold,  his 
tongue  lolled  out  of  his  jaws,  the  blood  started 
from  his  eyes,  and  he  swung  a  lifeless  trunk  be- 
tween the  hands  of  his  vanquisher. 

It  was  well  for  his  master  that  he  did  not  longer 
exist !  for  by  this  time  he  was  overwhelmed  by 
such  a  multitude  of  foes,  that  his  w  hole  body  scarce 
afforded  points  of  contact  to  all  the  fists  that  dram- 
med upon  it,  consequently,  to  use  a  vulgar  phrase, 
his  w  ind  was  almost  knocked  out.  before  Pipes  had 
IcLsur(^to  mterpose  in  his  behalf,  and  persuade  hLs 
offenders  to  desist,  by  representing  that  the  wife 
had  gone  to  alami  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  in 
all  probability  they  would  be  intercepted  in  their 
return.  They  accordingly  listened  to  his  remon- 
strances, and  marched  homewards  in  triumph, 
leaving  the  gardener  in  the  embraces  of  his  mother 
earth,  from  which  he  had  not  power  to  move av hen 
he  was  found  by  his  disconsolate  helpmate  and 
some  friends,  whom  she  had  assembled  for  his  as- 
sistance.    Among  these  was  a  blacksmith  and  far* 
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rler,  ^vlio  took  co^^nizance  of  his  carcass,  every 
limb  of  which  hg^viug examined,  he  declared  there 
^3ta&  iio  bone  broke,  and,  taking  out  his  fleam > 
blooded  liim  "plentifully  as  he  lay.  fie  was  then 
conveyed  to  his  bed,  iVom  which  he  was  not  able 
to  stir  during  a  whole  month.  His  family  coming 
upon  the  parish,  a  formal  complaint  was  made  to 
^^TT'mastcr  of  the  school,  and  Peregrine  represent- 
ed as  the  rmgleader  of  those  who  committed  this 
barbarous  assault.  An  inquiry  was  immediately 
set  on  f(X)t,  anrl  the  articles  of  impeachment  being 
fully  proved,  our  hero  was  sentenced  to  be  severely 
chastised  in  the  face  of  the  whole  school.  This 
was  a  disgrace,  the  thoughts  of  which  his  proud 
heart  could  not  brook.  He  resolved  to  make  his 
elopement  rather  than  undergo  the  punishment  to 
which  he  was  doomed ;  and  having  signified  his 
s<>]itiments  to  his  confederates,  they  promised,  one 
and  all,  to  stand  by  him,  and  either  screen  him 
from  the  chastisement,  or  share  his  fate. 

Confiding  in  this  friendly  protesttition,  he  ap- 
peared unconcerned  on  the  day  that  was  ap- 
pointed for  his  punishment;  and,  when  he  was 
trailed  to  his  destiny,  advanced  towards  the  scene, 
attended  by  the  greatest  part  of  the  scholars,  who 
intimated  their  determination  to  the  master,  and 
proposed  that  Perigrine  should  be  forgiv^en.  The 
superior  behaved  with  that  dignity  of  demeanour 
^\  hich  became  his  place,  represented  tlie  tolly  and 
presumption  of  their  demand,  reprehended  them 
for  their  audacious  proceeding,  ami  ordered  every 
boy  to  his  respective  station.  They  obeyed  his 
command,  and  our  unfortunate  hero  was  public- 
Ty  harsed,  in  tarorem  of  all  whom  it  might  con- 
cern. -•  — ' 

This  disgrace  had  a  very  sensible  c^^ci  upon 
the  mind  of  Peregrine,  who  having  by  this  time 
parsed   the   fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  began  to 
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adopt  the  pride  and  sentiments  of  a  man.  Thus 
dishonourably  stigmatized,  he  was  ashamed  to  ap- 
pear in  public  as  usual ;  he  was  incensed  against 
his  companions  for  their  infidelity  and  irresolution, 
and  plunged  into  a  profound  reverie  that  lasted  se- 
veral weeks,  during  which  he  shook  ofi"  his  boyish 
connections,  and  fixed  his  view  upon  objects  which 
ho  thought  more  worthy  of  his  attention. 

In  the  course  of  his  gymnastic  exercises,  at  which 
he  was  very  expert,  he  contracted  intimacies  with 
several  youths  wlio  were  greatly  his  superiors  in 
point  of  age,  and  who,  pleased  with  his  aspiring 
genius  and  address,  introduced  him  into  parties  of 
gallantry  which  strongly  captivated  his  inclina- 
tion. He  was  by  nature  particularly  adapted  for 
succeeding  in  adventures  of  this  kind  ;  over  and 
above  a  most  engaging  person,  that  improved  with 
Lis  years,  he  possessed  a  dignified  assurance,  an 
agreeable  ferocity,  which  enhanced  the  conquest  of 
the  fair  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  enslave  him, 
unlimited  generosity,  and  a  fund  of  humour  which 
never  failed  to  please.  Nor  was  he  deficient  in  the 
more  solid  accomplishments  of  youth  :  he  had  pro- 
fited in  his  studies  beyond  expectation,  and  besides 
that  sensibility  of  discernment  which  is  the  found- 
ation of  taste,  and  in  consequence  of  which,  he 
distinguished  and  enjoyed  the  beauties  of  the  clas- 
sics, he  had  already  given  several  specimens  of  a 
very  promising  poetic  talent. 

With  this  complexion  and  these  qualifications, 
no  wonder  that  our  hero  attracted  the  notice  and 
afl^ections  of  the  young  Delias  in  town,  whose  hearts 
had  just  begun  to  flutter  for  they  knew  not  what. 
Inquiries  w  ere  made  concerning  his  condition ;  and 
no  sooner  were  his  expectations  known,  than  he 
was  invited  and  caressed  by  all  tlie  parents,  while 
their  daughters  vied  with  each  other  in  treating 
him  with  particular  complacency.    He  inspired 
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love  and  emulation  wherever  lie  appeared ;  envj 
and  jealous  rage  followed  of  course  ;  so  that  he  be- 
came a  very  desirable,  though  a  very  dangerous, 
acquaintance.  His  moderation  was  not  equal  to 
his  success  :  his  v.anUy  took  the  lead  of  his  pas- 
sions, t|issipatiiig-  his  attention,  which  might  other- 
wise have  ti;i:al  him  to  one  object ;  and  he  was  pos- 
sessed with  the  rage  of  increasing  the  number  of 
his  conquests.  With  this  view  he  frequented  pub- 
lic walks,  concerts,  and  assemblies,  became  remark- 
ably rich  and  fashionable  in  his  clothes,  gave  en- 
tertainments to  the  ladies,  and  was  in  the  utmost 
hazard  of  turning  out  a  most  egregious  coxcomb. 

While  his  character  thus  wavered  between  the 
ridicule  of  some  and  the  regard  of  others,  an  ac- 
cident happened,  which,  by  contracting  his  view 
to  one  object,  detached  him  from  those  vain  pur- 
suits that  would  in  time  have  plunged  him  into  an 
abyss  of  folly  and  contempt.  Being  one  evening 
at  the  ball  which  is  always  given  to  theladies  at  the 
time  of  the  races,  the  person  who  acted  as  master  of 
the  ceremonies,  knowing  how  fond  Mr.  Pickle  was 
of  every  opportunity  to  display  himself,  came  up 
and  told  hiin  (hat  there  was  a  fine  young  creature 
at  the  other  end  of  the  room,  who  seemed  to  have 
a  great  inclination  to  dance  a  minuet,  but  wanted 
a  partner,  the  gentleman  w  ho  attended  her  ^being 
in  boots. 

Peregrine's  vanity  being  aroused  at  this  intima- 
tion, he  went  up  to  reconnoitre  the  young  lady, 
and  was  struck  with  admiration  at  her  beauty. 
She  seemed  to  be  of  his  own  age,  was  tall,  and, 
though  slender,  exquisitely  shaped  ;  her  hair  was 
auburn,  and  in  such  plenty,  that  the  barbarity  of 
dress  had  not  been  able  to  prevent  it  from  shading 
both  sides  of  her  forehead,  which  was  high  and 
polished ;  the  contour  of  her  face  was  oval,  her 
iiose  yery  little  raised  in  the  aquiline  form,  that 
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contribirtcd  to  tlic  spirit  and  dignity  of  hpr  aspect ; 
lier  mouth  was  small,  her  lijos  plump,  juicy,  and 
delicious,  her  teeth  regular  and  Avhitc  as  driven 
snow,  her  complexion  incredibly  delicate  and  glob- 
ing with  health,  and  lier  full  blue  eyes  beamed 
forth  vivacity  and  love.  Her  mein  was  at  the 
same  time  commanding  and  engaging,  her  address 
perfectly  genteel,  and  herwhole  appearance  so  cap- 
tivating, that  our  young  Adonis  looked,  and  was 
overcome. 

lie  no  sooner  recollected  himself  from  his  aston- 
ishment, than  he  advanced  to  her  with  a  graceful 
air  of  respect,  and  begged  she  would  do  him  the 
honour  to  walk  a  minuet  with  him.  She  seemed 
particularly  pleased  with  his  application,  <and  very 
frankly  complied  wiih  his  request.  The  pair  was 
t<x)  remarkable  to  escape  the  particular  notice  of 
the  company ;  Mr.  Pickle  was  well  known  by  al- 
most every  body  in  the  room ;  but  his  partner 
was  altogether  a  new  face,  and  of  consequence 
underwent  the  critici-^m  of  all  the  ladies  in  tlie  as- 
sembly; one  whispered,  '  she  has  a  good  com- 
plexion, but  don't  you  think  she  is  a  little  aw  ry  ?* 
a  second  pitied  her  for  her  mascnliiie  nose ;  a  third 
observed,  that  she  vas  awkward  for  want  of  seeing 
company;  a  fourth  distinguished  something  very 
bold  in  her  countenance ;  and,  in  short,  there  v/as 
not  a  beauty  in  her  whole  composition  which  the 
glass  of  envy  did  not  pervert  into  a  blemish. 

The  men,  however,  looked  upon  her  with  dif- 
ferent eyes:  among  them  her  appearance  produced 
an  universal  mumiur  of  applause;  they  encircled 
the  space  on  which  she  danced,  and  were  enchant- 
ctLby;  her  graceful  motion.  While  they  launched 
out  inltUe  praise  of  her,  they  expressed  flicir  dis- 
pleasure at  the  good  fortune  of  h(.'r  partner,  whom 
the}-  damned  for  a  little  finical  coxcomb,  that  was 
too  much  engrosscxl  by  the  contemplation  of  hi 
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own  person,  to discem  or  deserve  the  fcivoiir,of  his 
ilite.  lie  (lid  nofTicar,  therefore  could  notrcpiiw 
at  tliesc  invectives;  hut  while  they  imagined  he 
indnliixnl  liis  vanity,  a  mucli  more  generous  passion 
had  taken  possession  of  his  heart. 

Instead  of  that  petulance  of  gaiety  for  wliich  lie 
had  been  distingnisliedjn  his  public  appearance, 
he  now  gave  niani6^t.slgOS  of  confusion  and  con- 
cern ;  he  danccdvv  ith  an  anxiety  Avhich  impeded 
his  performance,  and  blushed  to  the  eyes  at  every 
false  slep  he  made.  Tliough  this  extraordinary 
agitation  Avas  overlooked  by  the  men,  it  could  not 
escape  tlie  observation  of  the  ladies,  who  perceived 
it  with  equal  surprise  and  resentment ;  and  when 
Peregrine  led  this  fair  unknown  to  her  seat,  ex- 
pressed their  pique  in  an  adected  titter,  which 
broke  from  every  mouth  at  the  same  instant,  as  if 
all  of  them  had  been  informed  by  the  same  spirit. 

Peregrine  was  nettled  at  this  unmannerly  mark 
of  disapprobation,  and,  in  order  to  increaso»tlieir 
chagrin,  endeavoured  to  enter  into  particular  con- 
versation with  their  fair  rival.  The  young  lady 
K'rsolf,  wlio  neither  wanted  pcii£tj;;aU2,n,  nor  the 
I'onscioiisness  of  her  own  accomplishments,  re- 
sented their  behaviour,  though  she  triumphed  at 
the  cause  of  it ;  and  gave  her  partner  all  the  en- 
couragement he  could  desire.  Her  mother,  who 
was  present,  thanked  him  for  his  civility,  in  taking 
such  iiutiqe  of  a  stranger,  and  he  received  a  com- 
pliment oi  the  same  nature  from  the  young  gentle- 
man in  boots,  who  was  her  own  brother. 

If  he  was  charmed  with  her  appearance,  he  was 
quite  ravished  with  her  discourse,  which  was  sens- 
ible, spirited,  and  guy.  Ilerfrank  and  sprightly 
demeanour  excited  his  own  confidence  and  good 
humour ;  and  he  described  to  her  the  characters 
of  those  females  who  had  honoured  them  with  such 
a  spiteful  mark  of  distinction,  in  terms  so  replete 

Vol.  /.-'"^  F 
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^vith  humorous  satire,  thjtt  she  seciuwl  fo  listen 
^uth  particular  coniplarcucj'  of  attentiDn,  anddis- 
liuguished  cverj"i)',  iii])ii  ilius  ridiculed  Avith  such 
a  siguificant^lancc,  as  ovorvvholmed  her  Avith 
chagrin  a ncTmortiucat ion.  In  short,  they  secmwl 
to  rdishp^^ach  otlier's  conversation,  during  whicli 
our  youi;j^  Damoir-^cquitted  himself  with  great 
skill  in  alrtheHuties  of  gallantry ;  liclaid  hold  o£. 
proj^icr  opportunities  to  express  his  adriiiratuin  of 
her  channs,  had  recourse  to  the  silent  rhetoric^f 
tender  looks,  breathed  divers  insicTious  sigTis,  and 
laffacticcl  liimself  wholly  to  her  during  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  entertainment. 

\V  hen  the  company  broke  up,  he  attended  her 
to  li^r  lodgings,  and  took  leave  of  her  with  a 
squeeze  of  the  hand,  after  having  obtained  permis- 
sion to  visit  her  next  morning,  and  been  informed 
by  the  mother  that  her  name  was  Miss  Emilia 
Gauntlet. 

AUiiight  long  he  closed  not  an  oyo,  but  amused 
himself  with  j)lans  of  pleasure,  which  his  imagina- 
tion suggested,  in  consequence  of  this  new  ac- 
quaintai>ce.  ^4le-jrose  Avith  the  lark,  adjusted  his 
hair  into  an  agreeable  negligence  of  curl,  and, 
dressing  himself  in  a  genteel  grey  frock,  trimmed 
■with  silver  binding,  waited  with  the  utmost  im- 
jiatienceforthe  hour  of  ten,  which  no  sooner  struck 
than  he  hied  him  to  the  place  of  appointment, 
and,  inquiring  for  Miss  Gauntlet,  Avas  slicwn  into 
a  parlour.  Ilere  lie  had  not  waited  above  ten 
minutes,  when  Emilia  entered  in  a  most  enchant- 
ing undress,  with  all  the  graces  of  nature  phiying 
about  her  person,  and  in  a  moment  rivetted  the 
chains  of  his  slavery  beyond  the  power  of  accident 
io  unbind. 

Her  motliQr  l)eing  still  a-bed,  and  her  brother 
gone  to  give  orders  about  the  chaise,  in  which 
they  projjoa^d  to  return  th:it  same  day  to  their  own 
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liiibilaliun,  he  enjoyed  her  company  tele  a  Ide  a 
■\>  hole  hour,  during  which  he  declared  his  love  in 
the  most  passionate  terms,  and  begged  that  he 
miglit  be  admitted  into  the  number  of  tliose  ad- 
mirers ^vhom  she  permitted  to  visit  and  adore 
her. 

She  affected  to  look  upon  his  vows  and  protest- 
ations as  the  ordinary  eflects  of  gallantry,  and 
very  obligingly  assured  liim,  that,  were  she  to  live 
in  that  place,  she  should  be  glad  to  see  liini  often; 
but,  as  the  spot  on  Avhich  she  resided  was  at  a 
considerable  distance,  she  could  not  expect  he 
would  go  so  far  upon  such  a  trifling  occasion,  as 
to  take  the  trouble  of  providing  himself  with  her 
mamma's  permission. 

To  this  favourable  liijit  he  answered  with  all  the 
eagerness  of  the  most  fervid  passion,  that  he  had 
uttered  nothing  but  the  genuine  dictates  of  his 
heart ;  that  he  desired  nothing  so  much  as  an  op- 
portunity of  evincijip  the  sincerity  of  his  profes- 
sions ;  and  thaT,  mough  she  lived  at  the  extremity 
of  the  kingdom,  he  would  find  means  to  lay  hhn- 
sclf  at  her  feet,  provided  he  could  visit  her  with 
her  mother's  consent,  which  he  assured  her  he 
would  not  fail  to  solicit. 

She  then  gave  him  to  understand,  that  her  ha- 
bitation was  about  sixteen  miles  from  Winchester, 
in  a  village  which  she  named,  and  where  (as  he 
could  easily  collect  from  her  discourse)  he  would 
be  no  unwelcome  guest. 

In  the  midst  of  this  communication  they  were 
joined  by  Mrs.  Gauntlet,  who  received  him  with 
great  courtesy,  thanking  him  again  for  his  po- 
liteness to  Emy  at  the  ball,  and  anticipated  his 
intentions,  by  saying  that  she  should  be  very  glad 
to  see  him  at  her  house,  if  ever  his  occasions  should 
call  him  that  wav. 

F2 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

He  inquires  into  the  situation  of  this  young  lady,  with 
whom,  he  is  enamoured. . . .  Elopes  from  school. . . . 
Is  found  by  the  lieutenant,  conveyed  to  Winchester, 
and  sends  a  letter  with  a  copy  of  verses  to  his  mistress. 

JriE  was  transported  with  pleasure  at  this  invita- 
tion, w  hich  he  assured  her  he  should  not  neglect ; 
and,  after  a  little  more  conversation  on  general 
topics,  took  his  leave  of  the  channing  Emilia, 
and  her  prudent  mamma,  who  had  perceived  the 
iirst  emotions  of  INIr.  Pickle's  passion  for  her 
daughter,  and  been  at  some  pains  to  inquire  about 
his  family  and  fortune. 

Neither  was  Peregrine  less  inquisitive  about  the 
situation  and  pedigree  of  his  new  mistress,  who, 
he  learned,  w  as  the  only  daughter  of  a  field  officer, 
Avho  died  before  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  makc~ 
suitable  provision  for  his  children  ;  that  the  widow 
lived  in  a  frugal,  though  decent  manner,  on  her 
pension,  assisted  by  the  bounty  of  her  relations; 
ihat  the  son  carried  arras  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
company  which  his  father  had  cmumanded ;  and 
that  Emilia  had  been  educatetl  in  London  at  the 
expence  (rf  a  rich  uncle,  who  was  sei7.ed  Avith  the 
w  him  of  marrying  at  tlie  age  of  fifty-five ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  his  niece  had  returned  to  Iier 
mother,  without  any  visible  dependence,  except 
on  her  own  conduct  and  qualifications. 

This  account,  thougli  it  coidd  not  diminisli  his 
a'flcction,  nevertheless  alarmed  his  pride ;  for  his 
warm  iraagmation  had  exaggerated  all  his  own 
prospects  ;  and  he  began  to  fear  tliat  his  passion 
tor  Emilia  might  be  thought  to  derogate  from  the 
dignity  of  his  situation :  the  struggle  between  his 
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interest  ami  love  produced  a  perplexity  which  had 
iiii  evident  effect  upon  his  behaviour,  lie  became 
]>ensive,  sotifafy,  and  peevish,  avoided  all  public 
diversions,  and  ii^rew  so  remarkably  negligent  iii 
Ills  dress,  that  he  was  scarce  distinguishable  ^by 
his  own  acquaintance.  This  coivtention  of  thoughts 
continued  several  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  the 
charms  of  Emilia  triumphed  over  every  other  con- 
sideration. Having  received  a  supply  of  money 
from  the  commodore,  who  acted  towards  him  with 
great  generosity,  he  ordered  Pipes  to  put  up  some 
linen,  and  other  necessaries,  in  a  sort  of  knapsack, 
which  he  could  conveniently  carry,  and,  thus  at- 
tended, set  out  early  one  morning  on  foot  for  thvj 
village  where  his  charmer  lived,  at  which  he  ar- 
rived belbre  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  haviiii^ 
chosen  this  method  of  travelling,  that  his  route 
might  not  be  so  easily  discovered,  as  it  must  have 
been  J  had  he  hired  horses,  or  taken  a  place  in  the 
stage  coach. 

The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  secure  a  convenient 
lodging  at  the  inn  where  he  dined  ;  then  he  shift- 
ed himself,  and,  according  to  the  direction  he  had 
received,  went  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  Gauntlet  in  a 
transport  of  joyous  expectation.  As  he  approach- 
ed the  gate,  his  agitation  increased,  he  knocked 
with  impatience  and  concern,  the  door  opened, 
and  he  had  actually  asked  if  Mrs.  Gauntlet  was  at 
home,  before  he  perceived  that  the  portress  was 
no  other  than  his  dear  Emilia.  She  was  not  with- 
out emotioii  at  the  unexpected  sight  of  her  lover, 
who  instantly  recognizin"*  his  charmer,  obeyed 
the  irresistible  impulse  of  his  love,  and  caught  the 
fair  creature  in  his  arms.  Nor  did  she  seem  of- 
lended  at  this  forwardness  of  behaviour,  which 
might  have  displeased  another  of  a  less  open  dis- 
position, or  less  used  to  the  freedom  of  a  sensible 
eilucation;    but  her  natural  frankness  had  beeui 
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encouraged  and  improved  by  tliecasj  and  familiar 
intercourse  in  which  she  had  been  bral ;  and  there- 
fore, instead  of  reprimanding  him  with  a  severity 
of  look,  she  with  great  good  humour  rallied  him 
upon  his  assurance,  which  she  observed,  was  un- 
doubtedly the  effect  of  his  own  conscious  merit, 
and  conducted  him  into  a  parlour,  where  he  found 
her  mother,  who  in  very  polite  terms  cj^pic^^ed 
her  satisfaction  at  seemg  him  within  her  house. 

After  tea,  IMiss  Emy  proposed  an  evening  walk, 
T^hich  they  enjoyed  through  a  variety  of  little 
copses  and  laAvns,  watered  by  a  most  romantic 
stream,  that  quite  enchanted  the  imagination  of 
Peregrine. 

It  was  late  before  they  returned  from  this  agree- 
able excursion  ;  and  when  our  lover  wished  the 
ladies  good  night,  Mrs.  Gauntlet  insisted  upon  his 
staying  to  supper,  and  treated  him  with  particular 
demonstrations  of  regard  and  affection.  As.  her 
economy  was  not  encumbered  with  an  unnecessary 
number  of  domestics,  her  own  presciicc  was  often 
required  in  different  parts  of  the  house  ;  so  that  the 
young  gentleman  was  supplied  with  frequent  op- 
portunities of  promoting  his  suit,  by  all  the  tender 
oaths  and  Insinuations  that  his  passion  could  sug- 
gest. He  protested  her  idea  had  taken  such  entire 
.possession  of  his  heart,  that,  finding  himself  lui- 
able  to  support  her  absence  one  day  longer,  he  had 
quitted  his  studies,  and  leil  his  governor  by  stealth, 
that  he  might  visit  the  object  of  his  adoration,  and 
be  blessed  in  her  company  for  a  few  days  without 
interruption. 

She  listened  to  his  addresses  with  such  affability 
as  denoted  approbation  and  delight,  and  gently 
thid  lum  as  a  thoughtless  truant,  but  carefully 
avoided  the  confession  of  a  mutual  ilame ;  because 
she  disceiyicd,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  tenderness,  a 
levity  of  pride  T>hich  she  durst  not  venture  io 
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trust  wUh  such  a  declaration.  Pciliaps  she  was 
confirmed  in  this  caul  ion  by  her  nu)lher,  wlio  very 
wisely,  in  lier  civilities  to  him,  maintained  a  sort 
of  cc-^remonious  distance,  which  she  thoui^lit  not 
only  requisite  for  the  lumour  and  interest  of  her 
family,  but  likewise  for  her  own  exculpation, 
should  fche  ever  he  taxed  with  havin<^  encourage.l 
or  abetted  him  in  the  imprudent  sallies  of  his  youth : 
yd^  notwilhstandinj;  this  a  fleeted  reserve,  lie  was 
^treated  Avith  such  distinction  by  both,  that  he  was 
I, ravished  Avith  his  situation,  and  became  more  and 
iilofe  enamoured  every  day. 

While  lie  remained  under  the  influence  of  tliis 
sweet  intoxication,  his  absence  produced  great  dis- 
tnrbajicc  at  Winchester.  JMr.  tfolter  was  grievous- 
ly afflicted  at  his  abrupt  departure,  which  alarm- 
ed him  the  more,  as  it  happened  after  a  long  tit 
of  melancholy  which  he  had  perceived  in  his  pu- 
pil, lie  communicated  his  apprehensions  to  the 
master  of  the  school,  who  advised  him  to  apprise 
(he  commodore  of  his  nephew's  disappearance, 
and  in  the  meantime  inquire  at  all  the  inns  in 
town,  whether  he  had  hired  horses,  or  any  sort  of 
carriage,  for  his  conveyance,  or  was  met  with  on 
tlie  road  by  any  person  who  could  give  an  account 
of  the  direction  in  Avhich  he  travelled. 

This  scrutiny,  though  performed  Avith  great  di- 
ligence and  min\iteneis,  Avas  altogether  ineifectual ; 
*hey  could  obtain  no  intelligence  of  the  runaAvay. 
jVIr.  Trunnion  Avas  well  nigh  distracted  at  the  news 
of  his  flight ;  he  raved  Avith  great  fury  at  the  im- 
prudence of  Peregrine,  ANhom,  in  his  first  tran- 
sports, he  damnal  as  an  ungrateful  deserter  ;  tlien 
he  cursed  Hatchway  and  Pipes,  who  he  swore  had 
foundered  the  lad  by  their  pernicious  counsels ; 
^  anJ,  lastly,  transferred  his  execrations  upon  Jol- 
t(;r,  because  he  had  not  kept  a  better  look-ont : 
tmallv.  he  made  an  apostrophe  to  that  son  of  a 
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bitcb  (he  gout,  which  for  the  present  disabled  him 
IVom  searching  for  his  nephcAv  in  person.  That  he 
anight  not,  lio'vvever,  neglect  any  means  in  liis 
povver,  he  immediately  dispatchecl  expresses  to  all 
the  sea-port  towns  on  that  coast,  that  he  might  be 
prevented  from  leaving  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  lieu- 
tenant, at  his  own  desire,  was  sent  across  the  coun- 
try, in  quest  of  this  3'oung  fugitive. 

Four  days  had  he  unsuccessfully  carried  on  his 
inquiries  with  great  accuracy,  when,  resolving  to 
return  by  AYinchester,  where  he  Ijojied  to  meet 
with  some  hints  of  intelligence,  by  w  hich  he  might 
profit  in  bis  future  search,  he  struck  off  the  com- 
mon road  to  take,  tile-benefit  of  a  nearer  cut,  and 
finding  himself^nightcd  n(5ar  a  village,  took  up 
his  lodgings  at  the  "first  inii  to  which  his  horse  di- 
rected him.  Helving  bespoke  somethmg  for  sup- 
per, and  retired  to  his  chamber,  w  here  he  amused 
himself  with  a  pipe,  he  heard  a  confused  noise  of 
rustic  jollity,  which  being  all  of  a  sudden  inter- 
rupted, after  a  short  pause  his  ear  yvas  saluted  with 
the  voice  of  Pipes,  who,  at  the  solicitation  of  the 
company,  began  to  entertain  them  with  a  song. 

Hatchway  instantly  recognized  the  well  known 
sound,  in  which  indeed  he  could  not  possibly  be 
mistaken,  as  nothing  in  nature  bore  the  least  re- 
semblance to  it  ;  he  threw  his  pipe  into  the  chim- 
ney, and,  snatching  up  one  of  his  pistols,  ran 
immediately  to  the  apartment  from  whence  the 
voice  issued ;  he  no  sooner  enteretl,  than  distin- 
guishing his  old  ship-mate  in  a  crowd  of  country 
peasants,  he  in  a  moment  sprung  upon  him,  and 
clapping  his  pl-tol  to  his  breast,  exclaimed,  'damn 
you.  Pipes,  you  are  a  dead  mjjn,  if  you  don't 
immediately  produce  young  master.' 

This  menacing  application  had  a  much  greater 
efiect  upon  the  company  than  upon  Tom,  who 
looking  at  the  lieutenant  with  great  tranquillity, 
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replied,  '  why,  so  I  can,  Mr.  Hatchway.'  '  WJmt ! 
sate  and  sound  r'  cried  the  other.  '  As  a  roach,* 
answered  Pipes,  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
friend  Jack,  that  he  shook  him  by  the  hand,  and 
desired  him  to  proceed  with  his  song.  Tliis  be- 
ing {performed,  and  tlic  reckoning  discharged,  the 
two  friends  adjourned  to  the  other  room,  where  the 
lieutenant  was  informed  of  the  manner  in  which 
tlie  young  gentleman  had  made  his  elopement 
from  college,  as  well  as  of  the  other  particulars  of 
his  present  situation,  as  far  as  they  had  fallen  with-- 
in  the  sphere  of  the  relater's  comprehension. 

While  they  sat  thus  conferrhig  together,  Pere- 
grine having  taken  leave  of  his  mistress  lor  the 
night,  came  home,  and  was  not  a  little  surprised 
Avhen  Hatchway,  eirtering  Jiis  chamber  in  his  sea 
attitude, -thrust  out  his  hand  by  way  of  salutation. 
His  old  pupil  reccivetl  him,  as  usual,  with  great 
cordiality,  and  expressed  his  astonishment  at  meet- 
ing him  in  that  place ;  but  when  he  understootl 
the  cause  and  intention  of  his  arrival,  he  started 
with  concern,  and,  his  visage  glowing  with  indig- 
nation, told  him  he  was  old  enough  to  be  judge  of 
jhis  own  conduct,  and,  when  he  should  see  it  con- 
venient, Avould  return  of  himself;  but  those  who 
thought  he  was  to  be  compelled  io  hb  duty  would 
find  themselves  egregiously  mistaken. 

The  lieutenant  assured  him,  that,  for  hismvn 
part,  he  had  no  intention  to  ofler  him  the  least  vio- 
lence ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  represented  to  him  the 
danger  of  incensing  the  commodore,  Avho  was  al- 
ready almost  distracted  on  account  of  his  absence ; 
and,  in  short,  conveyed  his  arguments,  which 
were  equally  obvious  and  valid,  in  such  expres- 
sions of  frientlship  and  respect,  that  Peregrine 
yielded  to  his  remonstrances,  and  promised  to  ac- 
company him  next  day  to  Winchester. 
.  Hatchway,  overjoyed  at  the  success  of  his  ne- 
3  i^  0 
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gociation,  -went  immediately  to  the  hostler,  and 
bespoke  a  post-chaise  for  Mr.  Pickle  and  his  man, 
■with  whom  he  afterwards  indulged  himself  in  a 
double  can  of  rumbo,  and,  when  the  night  was 
pretty  far  advanced,  left  the  lover  to  his  repose, 
or  rather  to  the  thonis  of  his  own  meditation ;  for 
lie  slept  not  one  moment,  being  incessantly  tor- 
tured with  the  prospect  of  partuig  from  his  divine 
Emilia,  •who  had  now  acquired  the  most  absolute 
empire  over  his  soul.  One  minute  he  proposed 
to  depart  early  in  the  morning,  without  seeing 
this  enchantress,  in  whose  bewitching  presence  he 
durst  not  trust  his  own  resolution.  Then  the 
thoughts  of  leaving  her  in  such  an  abrupt  and 
disrespectful  manner  interposed  in  favour  of  his 
Jove  and  honour.  This  >var  of  sentiments  kept 
him  all  night  upon  the  rack,  and  it  was  time  to 
rise  before  he  had  determined  to  visit  his  charmer, 
and  candidly  impart  the  motives  that  induced 
him  to  leave  her. 

He  accorduigly  repaired  to  her  mother's  house 
•with  a  heavy  heart,  being  attended  to  the  gate  by 
Hatchway,  who  did  not  choose  to  leave  him  alone ; 
'Mid,  being  admitted,  found  Emilia  just  risen,  and, 
in  his  opinion,  more  beautiful  than  ever. 

Alarraetl  at  his  early  visit,  and  the  gloom  that 
overspread  his  countenance,  she  stood  in  silent  ex- 
pectation of  hearing  some  melancholy  tidings ; 
and  it  was  not  till  after  a  considerable  pause  that 
he  collected  resolutioji  enough  to  tell  her  he  was 
come  to  take  his  leave.  Though  she  strove  to 
conceal  her  sorrow,  nature  was  not  to  be  suppress- 
ed; every  feature  of  her  countenance, saddened  in 
a  nioment,  ah?l  it  \vas  not  without  the  utmost  dif- 
liculty  that  she  kept  hoc  lovely  eyes  from  over- 
flowing. He  saw  the  situation  of  her  thoughts, 
and,  in  order  to  alleviate  her  concern,  assured  her 
he  should  find  means  to  tec  her  again  in  a  very 
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few  weeks  ;  meanwhile  be  communicaled  his  rea- 
sons for  departing,  in  %vhich  she  readily  acqui- 
cseed  ;  and  having  mutually  consoled  each  other, 
their  transports  of  grief  subsided,  and  before  INIrs. 
Gauntlet  came  down  stairs,  they  were  in  a  condi- 
tion to  behave  with  great  decency  and  resignation. 

This  good  lady  expressed  her  concern  when  she 
learned  his  resohition,  saying,  she  hoped  his  oc- 
clusions and  inclination  would  permit  him  to  fa- 
vour them  with  his  agreeable  company  another 
thne. 

The  lieutenant,  who  began  to  be  uneasy  at  Pe- 
regrine's stay,  knocked  at  the  door,  and  being  in- 
troduced by  his  friend,  had  the  honour  of  break- 
fasting with  the  ladies;  on  which  occasion  his 
heart  received  such  a  rude  shock  from  the  charms 
of  Emilia,  that  he  afterwards  made  a  merit  with 
his  friend  of  having  constrained  himself  so  far  as 
to  forbear  commencing  his  professed  rival. 

At  length  they  bade  adieu  to  their  kind  enter- 
tainers, and  in  less  than  an  hour  setting  out  from 
the  inn,  arrived  about  two  o'clock  in  \V  inchester, 
where  J\lr.  Jolter  was  overwhehned  with  joy  at 
their  appearance. 

The  nature  of  this  adventure  being  unknown 
to  all  except  those  who  could  be  depended  upon, 
every  body  who  inquired  about  the  cause  of  Pe- 
regrine's absence,  was  told  that  he  had  been  with 
a  relation  in  the  country,  and  the  master  condes- 
cended to  overlook  his  indiscretion ;  so  that  Hatch- 
way, seeing  every  thing  settled  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  friend,  returned  to  the  garrison,  and  gave 
the  commodore  an  account  of  his  expedition. 

The  old  gcntlemui  was  very  much  startled 
when  he  heard  there  was  a  lady  in  the  case,  and 
Tory  emphatically  observed,  that  a  man  had  bet- 
ter be  sucked  into  the  gulf  of  Florida,  than  once 
^et  into  the  indraught  of  a  woman;  because,  in 
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one  case  he  may  with  good  pilotage  bring  out  his 
vessel  safe  between  the  Bahamas  and  the  Indian 
shore ;  but  in  the  other  there  is  no  outlet  at  all, 
and  it  is  in  vain  to  strive  against  the  current ;  so 
that  of  course  lie  must  ^e  embajed,  and  run  chuck 
upon  a  lee-shore.  He^Tcsolved  therefore  to  lay 
the  state  of  the  case  before  Mr.  Gamaliel  Pickle, 
and  concert  such  measures  with  him  as  should  be 
thought  likeliest  to  detach  his  son  from  the  pur- 
suit of  an  idle  amour,  which  could  not.fail  of  in- 
terfering in  a  dangerous  manner  with  the  plan  of 
his  education. 

In  the  meantime,  Perry's  ideas  were  totally  en- 
grossed by  his  amiable  mistress,  who,  whether  he 
slept  or  waked,  was  still  present  in  his  imagination, 
which  produced  the  following  stanzas  in  her  praise. 

I. 

Adieu,  yc  streams  that  smoothly  flow, 
Ye  vernal  airs  that  softly  blow. 
Ye  plains  by  blooming  spring  array'd. 
Ye  birds  that  warble  through  the  shade. 

II. 

Unliurt  from  you  my  soul  could  fly. 
Nor  drop  one  tear,  nor  heave  one  sigh  ; 
But  forc'd  from  Celia's  charms  to  part, 
All  joy  deserts  my  drooping  heart. 

III. 
O  !  fairer  than  the  rosy  morn, 
When  flowers  the  dewy  fields  adorn  ; 
Unsullied  as  the  genial  ray. 
That  warms  the  balmy  breeze  of  May.   ^, 

IV. 

Thy  charm*  divinely  bright  appear, 
And  add  new  splendour  to  the  year  ; 
Improve  the  day  with  fresh  delight. 
And  gild  with  joy  the  dreary  night ! 

This  juvenile  production  was  inclosed  in  a  very 
tender  billet  to  Emilia,  and  committed  to  the 
charge  of  Pipes,  a\  ho  was  ordered  to  set  out  tor 
Mrs.  G'auntkt's  habitution  with  a  present  of  veuir 
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son,  nnd  a  compliment  to  the  ladies;  and  directed 
to  take  some  opportunity  of  delivering  the  letter  to 
miss,  Avithout  the  knowledge  of  her  mamma. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

His  messenger  meets  with  a  misfortune,  to  which  he  ap- 
plies a  very  extraordinary  expedient,  that  is  attended 
with  strange  consequences. 

As  a  stage-coach  passed  within  two  miles  of  the 
village  where  she  lived,  Tom  bargained  with  the 
driver  for  a  seat  on  the  box,  and  accordingly  de- 
parted on  this  message,  though  he  was  indiilerent- 
ly  qualified  for   comnussions   of  such  a  nature. 
Having  received  particular  injunctions  about  the 
letter,  he  resolved  to  make  that  the  chief  object 
of  his  care,  and  very  sagaciously  conveyed  it  be- 
tween his  stocking  and'fIie~sbIe~of  his  foot,  where 
he  thought  it  would  be  perfectly  secure  from  all 
injury  aud  accident.  Here  it  remained  until  he  ar- 
rived at  the  inn  where  he   had  formerly  lodg- 
ed, when,  after  having  refreshed  himself  with  a 
draught  of  beer,  he  pulled  off  his  stocking,   and 
found  the  poor  billet  sullied  with  dust,  and  torn 
in  a  thousand  tatters  by  the  motion  of  his  foot  in 
walking  the  last  two  miles  of  his  journey.    Thun- 
derstruck at  this  phenomenon,  he  uttered  a  long 
and  loud  zchezo!  which  Avas  succeeded  by  an  ex- 
clamation of  *  damn  my  old  shoes !  a  bite  by  God !' 
then  he  rested  his  elbows  on  the  table,  and  his  fore- 
head upon  his  two  fists,  and  in  that  attitude  de- 
liberated with  himself  upon  the  means  of  remedy- 
ing this  misfortune. 

As  he  was  not  distracted  by  a  vast  number  of 
ideas,  he  soon  concluded,  that  his  best  expedient 
TTOuld  be  to  employ  the  clerk  of  the  parish,  who 
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he  knew  was  a  great  scholar,  to  write  another 
epistle  according  to  the  directions  he  should  give 
him  ;  and  never  dreaming  that  the  mangled  ori- 
ginal would  in  the  least  facilitate  the  scheme,  he 
very'  wisely  committed  it  to  the  ilames,  th^t  it 
might  never  rise  up  in  judgment  against  him. 

Having  taken  this  wise  step,  he  went  in  quest 
of  the  scribe,  to  whom  he  communicated  his  bu- 
siness, and  promised  a  full  pot  by  way  of  gratifi- 
cation. The  clerk,  who  was  also  schoolmaster, 
proud  of  an  opportunity  to  distinguish  his  talents, 
readily  undertook  the  task :  and  repairing  with 
liis  employer  to  the  inn,  in  less  than  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  produced  a  morsel  of  eloquence  so  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Pipes,  that  he  squeezed  his 
hand  by  way  of  acknowledgnient,  and  doubled 
his  allowance  of  beer.  This  being  discussed,  our 
courier  belook  himself  to  thehouseof  Mrs.  Gaunt-"-^ 
let,  with  the  haunch  of  venison  and  this  succeda-^ 
iieous  letter,  and  delivered  his  message  to  therno^ 
Ihcr,  who  received  it  with  great  respect,  and 
many  kind  inquiries  about  the  health  and  welfare  of 
his  master,  attempting  to  tip  the  messenger  a 
crown,  which  he  absolutely  refused  to  accept,  in 
consequence  of  Mr.  Pickle's  repeated  caution. 
AVhile  the  old  gentlewoman  turned  to  a  servant, 
in  order  to  give  directions  about  the  disjwsal  of 
the  present.  Pipes  looked  upon  this  as  a  favour- 
able occasion  to  transact  his  business  with  Emilia, 
and  therefore  shutting  one  eye,  with  a  jirk  of  his 
thumb  towards  hLs  left  shoulder,  and  a  most  sig- 
nificant twist  of  his  countenance,  he  Ix'ckoiiwl 
tTie  young  lady  into  another  room,  as  if  he  had 
been  fraught  with  something  of  consequence, 
which  he  wanted  to  impart.  She  understood  the 
hint,  howsoever  istrangely  communicated,  and,  by 
stepping  to  one  side  of  the  room,  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity of  slippuig  the  epistle  ijito  her  hand, 
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^\\nch  he  gently  squeezed  at  tlie  same  time  in 
tfllijjji  of  reg-ard  ;  then  throwing  a  side  glance  at 
the  mother,  whose  back  was  turned,  clai)ped  his 
linger  on  the  side  of  his  nose,  tliercby  recommend- 
ing secrecy  and  discretion. 

Emilia  conveying  the  letter  into  her  bosom, 
could  not  help  smiling  at  Tom's  politeness  and 
dexterity ;  but  lest  her  mamma  should  detect  him 
in  tlic  execution  of  his  pantomime,  she  broke  oft' 
this  intcn^CQurscof  signs,  by  asking  aloud  when 
he  i)roposeut(r&cf*oiiton  his  return  to  Winches- 
ter? When  he  answered,  '  to-morrow  mornhig,' 
Mrs.  Gauntlet  recommended  liim  to  the  hospi- 
tality of  her  own  footman,  desiring  him  to 
make  much  of  JMr.  Pipes  below,  where  he  was 
kept  to  supper,  and  very  cordially  entertained. 
Our  young  heroine  impatient  to  read  her  lover's 
billet,  which  made  her  heart  throb  with  raptur- 
ous expectation,  retired  to  her  chamber  as  soon  as 
possible,  with  a  view  of  perusing  the  contents, 
which  were  these : — 

'  DIVINE   EMPRESS   OF   MY  SOUl! 

'  If  die  refulgent  flames  of  your  beauty  had  not  eva- 
porated the  particles  of  my  transported  brain,  and 
scorched  my  intellects  into  a  cinder  of  stolidity,  perhaps 
the  resplendency  of  my  passion  might  shine  illustrious 
through  the  sable  curtain  of  ray  ink,  and  in  sublimity 
transcend  tlie  galaxy  itself,  though  wafted  on  the  pi- 
nions of  a  grey  goose  quill !  But  ah  !  celestial  inchant- 
ress !  the  necromancy  of  tliy  tyrannical  charms  hath 
fettered  my  faculties  with  adamantine  chains,  which 
unless  thy  compassion  shall  melt,  I  must  eternally  re- 
main in  the  Tartarean  gulf  of  dismal  despair.  Vouch- 
safe, tlierefore,  O  thou  brightest  luminary  of  this  ter- 
restrial sphere!  to  warm  as  well  as  shine;  and  let  the 
genial  rays  of  thy  benevolence  melt  the  icy  emanations 
of  thy  disdain,  which  hath  frozen  up  the  spirits  of  an- 
gelic pre-eminence!  thy  most  egregious  admirer  and 
.  fcuperbtive  slave.  peregrine  pickle.' 

3 
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Never  was  astonishment  more  perplexing  thaft 
that  of  Emilia,  when  she  read  this  curious  cora^ 
position,  which  she  repeated  verbatim  three  times, 
before  she  would  credit  the  evidence  of  her  own 
senses.  She  began  to  fear  in  good  earnest  that  love 
had  produced  a  disorder  in  her  lover's  understand- 
ing ;  but  after  a  thousand  conjectures,  by  which 
she  attempted  to  account  for  t^Gls^extraordinary 
fustian  of  style,  she  concluded  that  it  was  the  effect 
of  mere  levity,  calculated  to  ridicule  the  passion 
he  had  formerly  professed.  Irritated  by  this  sup- 
position, she  resolved  to  baulk  his  triumph  with 
affected  indifference,  and  in  the  meantime  endea- 
vour to  expel  him  from  that  place  which  he  pos- 
sessed within  her  heart :  and,  indeed,  such  a  vic- 
tory over  her  inclinations  might  have  been  ob- 
tained without  great  difficulty ;  for  she  enjoyed  an 
easiness  of  temper  that  could  accommodate  itself 
to  the  emergencies  of  her  fate  ;  and  her  vivacity, 
by  amusing  her  imagination,  preserved  her  from 
the  keener  sensations  of  sorrow.  Thus  determined 
and  disposed,  she  did  not  send  any  sort  of  answer, 
or  the  least  token  of  remembrance  by  Pipes,  who 
was  suffered  to  depart  with  a  general  compliment 
from  the  mother,  and  arrived  at  Wijichester  the 
next  day. 

Peregrine's  eyes  sparkled  when  he  saw  his  mes- 
senger come  in,  and  he  stretched  out  his  hand  in 
full  confidence  of  receiving  some  particular  mark 
of  his  Emilia's  affection ;  but  how  was  he  confound- 
ed, when  he  found  his  hope  so  cruelly  disappoint- 
ed !  Ill  an  instant  his  countenance  fell.  He  stood 
for  some  time  silent  and  abashed,  then  thrice  re- 
peated the  interrogation  of  '  Avliat !  not  one  word 
from  Emilia  ?'  and  dubious  of  his  courier's  discre- 
,tion,  inquired  minutely  into  all  the  particulars  of 
his  reception.  He  asked,  if  he  had  seen  the  young 
lady ;  h'  she  was  in  good  hci'dth ;  if  he  had  found 
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an  opportunity  of  ddiverin<]^  his  letter,  and  how 
she  lookeil,  when  he  put  it  into  her  hand  ?  Pipes 
.•uiswered,  that  he  had  never  se<'n  her  in  better 
liealtli  or  higher  spirits ;  that  lie  had  nianajred 
matters  so  as  not  only  to  present  the  billet  unper- 
ceived,  bnt  also  to  ask  her  commands  in  private 
l>efore  he  took  his  leave,  Avhen  she  told  him  that 
the  letter  required  no  reply.  This  last  circum- 
stance he  considered  as  a  numifest  nuiifjf  ot"  disre- 
spect, and  gnawed  his  lips  with  resentment.  Up- 
on further  reflection,  however,  he  supposed  that 
she  could  not  conveniently  write  by  the  messenger, 
and  would  undoubtally  favour  him  by  the  post. 
This  consideration  consoled  him  for  the  present, 
anil  he  waited  inipaticjitly  for  the  fruits  of  his  hope; 
but  alter  he  had  seen  eight  days  elapsed  without 
reaping  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  had  flatter- 
ed himself,  his  temper  forsook  him,  he  raved  agaiust 
the  whole  sex,  and  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  sullen 
chagrin ;  but  his  pride  in  a  little  time  came  to  his 
assistance,  and  rescued  him  from  the  horrors  of 
the  melancholy  fiend.  He  resolved  to  retort  her 
own  neglect  upon  his  ungrateful  mistress ;  his 
countenance  gradually  resumed  its  former  serenity ; 
and  though  by  this  time  he  was  pretty  well  cured 
of  his  foppery,  he  appeared  again  at  public  di- 
versions Avith  an  air  of  gaiety  and  unconcern,  that 
Emilia  might  have  a  chance  of  hearing  how  much, 
in  all  likelihood,  he  disregarded  her  disdain. 

There  are  never  wanting  certain  oflicious  persons, 
who  take  pleasure  in  promoting  intelligence  of  this 
sort  His  behaviour  soon  reached  the  ears  of  Miss 
Gauntlet,  and  confirmed  her  in  the  opinion  she 
had  conceived  from  his  letter;  so  that  she  forti- 
fied herself  in  her  former  sentiments,  and  bore  his 
inditlerence  with  great  philosophy.  Thus  a  cor- 
respondence which  had  commenced  with  all  the 
tenderness  and  sincerity  of  love,  and  every  pro- 
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mise  of  duration,  was  intemipled  in  its  infancy  by 
a  misunderstanding;  occasioned  by  the  simplicity 
of  Pipes,  who  never  once  reflected  upon  the  conse- 
quences of  his  deceit. 

Though  their  mutual  passion  was  by  these 
means  suppressed  for  the  present,  it  was  not  alto- 
gether extinguished,  but  glowed  in  secret,  though 
even  to  themselves  unknown,  until  an  occasion, 
which  afterwards  offered,  blew  up  the  latent  flame, 
and  love  resumed  his  empire  in  their  breasts. 

\\  hile  they  moved,  as  it  were,  ^^  ithout  the  sphere 
of  each  other's  attraction,  the  commodore  fearing 
that  Perry  was  in  danger  of  involving  himself  in 
some  pernicious  engagement,  resolved,  by  advice 
of  Mr.  Jolter  and  his  friend  the  parish  priest,  to 
recal  him  from  the  place  where  he  had  contracted 
such  imprudent  connections,  and  send  him  to  th* 
university,  where  his  education  might  be  complet- 
ed, and  his  fancy  weaned  from  all  puerile  amuse- 
ments. 

This  plan  had  been  proposed  to  his  own  father, 
•who,  as  hath  been  already  observed,  stood  always 
neuter  in  every  thing  that  concerned  his  eldest  son ; 
and  as  for  Mrs.  Pickle,  she  had  never  heard  his 
name  mentioned  since  his  departure  with  any  de- 
gree of  temper  or  tranquillity,  except  when  her 
husband  informed  her  that  he  was  in  a  fair  way 
of  being  ruined  by  this  indiscreet  amour.  It  Avas 
then  she  began  to  applaud  her  own  forej»i^t, 
which  had  djaccrned  thejiiark  of  reprobation  ia 
that  vitious  boyT^mriauncHed  out  in  comparison 
between  him  and  Gammy,  who,  she  observed,, 
was  a  child  of  uncommon  parts  and  solidity,  and, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  would  be  a  comfort  to 
his  parents,  and  an  ornament  to  the  family. 

Should  I  alhrm  that  this  favourite,  whom  she 
commended  so  much,  was  in  every  respect  the  re- 
verse of  what  she  dcscriljcd ;  that  he  was  a  boy  of 
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mean  capacity,  and,  though  remarkably  dihiortcd 
in  liis  body,  much  more  crooked  in  his  disposition; 
aiid  that  she  had  persuaded  her  husband  to  es- 
jMHisoher  opinion,  tlmugh  it  was  contrary  to  com- 
mon sense,  as  well  as  to  his  own  perception ; — I  am 
jitVaid  the  reader  will  think  I  represent  a  monster 
that  never  existed  iji  nature,  and  be  apt  to  con- 
demn the  economy  of  my  invention;  nevertheless, 
tliere  is  nothing  more  true  than  every  circumstance 
of  what  1  have  advanced  ;  and  I  wish  the  picture, 
singular  as  it  is,  may  not  be  thought  to  resemble 
more  than  one  original. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Peregrine  is  summoned  to  attend  his  uncle. .  .  .is  mors 
and  more  hated  by  his  own  mother, .  . .  appeals  to  his 
Jather,  whose  condescemion  is  defeated  ly  the  domini- 
on of  his  wife. 

r- 

15 UT,  waving  these  reflections,  let  us  return  to  Pe» 
regrine,  who  received  a  summons  to  attend  his 
uncle,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived  with  Mr.  Jolter 
and  Pi})es  at  the  garrison,  which  he  filled  with  joy 
and  satisfaction.  The  alteration  which,  during 
his  absence,  bad  hapj)ened  in  his  person,  w  as  very 
favourable  in  his  appearance,  which,  from  that  of 
a  comely  boy,  was  converted  into  that  of  a  moat 
eugaging  youth.  lie  was  already  taller  than  a 
middle  sized  man,  his  shape  ascertained,  his  si- 
news well  knit,  his  mein  greatly  improved,  and 
his  whole  figure  as  elegant  and  graceful  as  if  it 
liad  been  cast  in  the  same  mould  with  the  Apollo 
of  Belvidere. 

Such  an  outside  could  not  fail  of  prepossessing 
peeple  in  his  flivour.     The  commodore,  cotwith- 
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standing  the  advantageous  reports  Le  had  heard, 
found  his  expectation  exceeded  in  the  person  ot' 
Peregrine,  and  signified  his  approbation  in  the 
most  sanguhie  terms.  Mrs.  Trunnion  was  struck 
Avith  his  genteel  address,  and  received  him  with 
uncommon  mai;]^  of  complacency  and  affection  ; 
he  was  caressed  by  all  the  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who,  Avhiie  they  admired  his  accomplish- 
ments, could  not  help  pitying  his  infatuated  mo- 
ther, for  being  deprived  of  that  unutterable  de- 
light which  any  other  parent  would  have  enjoyed 
in  the  contemplation  of  such  an  amiable  son. 

Divers  efforts  were  made  by  some  weU-disposed 
people  to  conquer,  if  possible,  this  monstrous  pre- 
judice ;  but  their  endeavours,  instead  of  curing, 
served  only  to  inflame  the  distemper,  and  she  never 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  indulge  him  with  the 
least  mark  of  maternal  regard.  On  the  contrary, 
her  original  disgust  degenerated  into  such  invete- 
racy of  hatred,  that  she  left  no  stone  unturned  to 
alienate  the  commodore's  affection  for  this  her  in- 
nocent child,  and  even  practised  the  most  mali- 
cious defiijuation  to  accomplish  her  purpose.  Every 
day  did  she  abuse  her  husband's  ear  with  some 
forged  instance  of  Peregrine's  ingratitude  to  his 
uncle,  well  knowing  that  it  would  reach  the  com- 
modore's knowledge  at  night. 

Accordingly  IVlr.  Pickle  used  to  tell  him  at  the 
club,  that  his  hopeful  favourite  had  ridiculed  him 
in  such  a  company,  and  aspersed  his  spouse  upon 
another  occasion ;  and  thus~retair the  little  scan- 
dalous issue  of  his  own  wife's  invention.  Luckily 
for  Peregrine,  the  commodore  paid  no  great  regard 
to  the  authority  of  his  informer,  because  he  kiiew 
from  Av hat  channel  his  intelligence  flowed ;  besides, 
the  youth  had  a  staunch  friend  in  Mr.  Hatchway, 
who  never  failed  to  vindicate  hhn  when  he  was 
thus  unjustly  accused,  and  always  found  argument 
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enoiigli  to  confute  the  assertions  of  his  enemies. 
i}ut,  though  Trunnion  had  been  dubious  of  the 
young  gentleman's  prhiciples,  and  deaf  to  the  re- 
nionstranres  of  the  lieutenant,  Perry  Avas  ]5rovided 
■with  a  buhvark  strong  enougli  to  defend  liim  from 
all  such  assaults.  This  was  no  other  than  liis  aunt, 
whose  regard  for  him  was  perceived  to  increase  in 
the  same  proportion  as  his  own  mother's  diminish- 
ed :  and  indeed  the  augmentation  of  the  one  was, 
in  all  probability,  owing  to  the  decrease  of  the 
other ;  for  the  two  ladies,  w  ith  great  civility,  per- 
formed all  the  duties  of  good  neighbourhoo<l,  and 
hated  each  other  most  piously  in  tlieir  hearts. 

JNIrs.  Pickle  having  becjj  disobliged  at  the  splen- 
dour of  her  sister's  new  equipage,  had,  ever  since 
that  time,  in  the  course  of  her  visiting,  endeavour- 
'd  to  make  jxiople  merry  with  satirical  jokes  on 
Ihe  ]:>oor  lady's  infirmities;  and  INIrs.  Trunnion 
seized  the  very  first  opportunity  of  making  reprisals, 
l)y  inveighing  against  her  unnatural  behaviour  to 
her  own  child ;  so  that  Peregrine,  as  on  the  one. 
Iiand  he  Avas  abhorred,  so  on  the  other  was  he  ca- 
ressed, in  consequence  of  this  contention :  and  I 
firmly  believe  that  the  most  etlectual  method  of  de- 
stroying liis  interest  at  the  garrison,  would  have 
been  the  shew  of  countenancing  him  at  his  father's 
liuusc  *;  but,  whether  this  conjectuTQ  be  reasonable 
ir  chimerical,  certain  it  is  the  experiment  was  never 
iried,  and  therefore  Mr.  Peregrine  ran  no  risk  of 
being  disgraced.  The  commodore,  who  assumed, 
:ind  justly  too,  the  whole  merit  of  his  education, 
was  now  as  proud  of  tlie  youth's  improvements  as. 
if  he  had  actually  been  his  own  oirsj)ring;  and 
sometimes  his  aflection  rose  to  such  a  pitch  of  en- 
husiasm,  that  he  verily  believ(Kl  him  to  be  the 
issue  of  his  own  loins.  Notwithstanding  this  fa- 
vourable predicament  in  w  hich  our  hero  stood  with 
liis  aunt  and  her  husband,  he  could  not  help  fecU 
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ing  the  injury  he  suffered  from  the  caprice  of  his 
mother  f  "and  though  the  gaiety  of  his  disposition 
liindered  him  from  afDicting  hnnself  ^vilh  reflec- 
tions of  any  gloomy  cast,  he  did  not  fail  to  fgr^gge 
that,  if  any  sudden  accident  slionld  deprive  liim 
of  the  commodore,  he  would  in  all  liki^^jhood  find 
himself  in  a  Very  disagreeable  sitsiation.  Prompted 
bj^  this  consideration,  he  one  evening  accompanied 
his  uncle  to  the  club,  and  was  introduced  to  his 
father,  before  that  worthy  gentleman  had  the  least 
inkling  of  his  arrival. 

Mr.  Gamaliel  was  never  so  disconcerted  as  at 
ihis  rencounter.  His  own  disposition  would  not 
suffer  him  to  do  any  thing  that  raiglit  create  the 
least  disturbance,  or  interrupt  his  evening's  en- 
joyment ;  so  strongly  v,as  he  impressed  with  the 
terror  of  his  Avife,  that  he  durst  not  yield  to  the 
tranquillity  of  his  temper;  and,  as  I  have  already 
observed,  his  incliuation  was  |ierfrctly  neutral. 
Thus  distracted  bet^^Ten  difFereiit  motives,  when 
Perry  was  presented  to  liim,  he  sat  silent  and  ab- 
sorbed, as  if  he  did  not,  or  would  not,  ]XMceive 
the  application :  and  when  he  was  urged  to  declare 
himself  by  the  youth,  who  pathetically  begged  to 
know  how  he  had  incurred  his  displeasure,  he 
answered,  in  a  peevish  strain,  '  why,  good  now, 
child,  what  would  you  have  me  to  do?  your  mo- 
ther can't  abide  you.'  '  Jf  my  mother  is  so  unkind, 
1  will  not  call  it  unnatural,'  (said  Peregrine,  the 
tears  of  irulignation  starting  from  liis  eyes,)  'as  to 
banish  me  from  her  presence  and  aflection,  without 
the  least  cause  assigned,  I  hope  you  will  not  be  so 
imjust  as  to  espouse  her  barbarous  prejudice.'  Be- 
fore I\Ir.  Pickle  had  time  to  reply  to  this  expostu- 
lation, for  which  he  was  not  at  all  prepared,  the 
commodore  interposed,  and  enforced  his  favourite's 
remonstrance,  by  telling  Mr.  Gamaliel,  that  he 
was  ashamed  to  sec  any  man  drive  in  such  a  miser- 
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able  manner  nnder  his  wife's  petticoat.     '  As  for 
my  own  part,'  (said  he,  raising  his  voice,  and  as- 
snniing  a  look  of  importance  and  command,)  '  be- 
fore I  Mould  suffer  myself  to  be  steered  all  weathers 
by  any  woman  in  Christendom,  d'ye  see,  I'd  raise 
such  a  hurricane  about  her  ears,  that' — here  he 
was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Hatchway,  w ho,  thrusting 
his  head  towards  the  door,  in  the  attitude  of  one 
that  listens,   cried,    '  ahcy !    there's  3'our  sponse 
come  to  pay  ns  a  visit.'     Trunnion's  features  that 
instant  adopted  a  new  disposition:    fear  and  con- 
fusion took  possession  of  his  countenance ;  hisvoice, 
from  a  tone  of  vociferation,  sunOnfb  a  whisper  of 
*  sure  you  must  be  mistaken,  Jack  ;'  and  in  great 
perplexity  he  wiped  off  the  sweat  which  had  start- 
ed on  his  ibrehead  at  this  false  alarm.     The  lieu- 
tenant having  thus  punished  him  for  the  rodomon- 
tade he  had  uttered,  told  hin',  with  an  arch  sneer, 
that  he  was  deceived  with  the  sound  of  the  out- 
ward door  creaking  upon  its  hinges,  which  he  mis- 
took for  ]\Irs.  Trunnion's  voice,  and  desired  him  to 
proceed  Avith  his  admonitions  to  Mr.  Pickle.     It  is 
not  to  be  denied  that  this  arrogance  was  a  little  un- 
seasonable in  the  commodore,  who  was  in  all  re- 
spects as  eilectually  subdued  to  the  dominion  of 
liis  wife  as  the  person  whose  submission  he  then 
ventured  to  condemn,  with  this  difierence  of  dis- 
position— Trunnion's  subjection  was  like  that  of  a. 
bear,  chequered  with  tits  of  surliness  and  rage ; 
w hcieas  Pickle  bore  the  yoke  lilce  an  ox,  without 
repining.     No  Moncier  ihen  that  this  indolence, 
this  sluggishness,  tills  stagnation  of  temper,  ren- 
dered Gamaliel  incapable  of  withstanding  the  ar- 
guments and  importunity  of  his  friends,  to  which 
he  at  length  surrendered,     lie  acquiesced  in  the 
justice  of  their  observations,  ajvd,  taking  his  son 
by  the  hand,  promised  to  favour  him  tor  the  fu- 
ture with  his  love  and  fatherly  protection-. 


in  THE  ADVEN'TURES  OP. 

But  ll)is  laudable  resolution  did  not  last:  AFrs. 
Pickle,  still  dubious  of  his  constancy,  and  jealous 
of  his  communication  with  the  commodore,  never 
failed  to  interrogate  liim  every  night  about  the  con- 
versation that  happenetl  at  tlie  club,  and  regulate 
her  exhortations  according  to  the  intelligence  she 
received.  He  was  no  sooner,  therefore,  sately  con- 
veyed to  bed  (that  academy  in  which  all  notable 
wives  coijimunicate  their  lectures),  tlian  lier  cate- 
chism l>egan ;  and  she  in  a  moment  perceived 
something  reluctant  and  equivocal  in  her  husband's 
answers.  Aroused  at  this  discovery,  she  employed 
her  influence  and  skill  with  such  success,  that  he 
disclosed  every  circumstance  of  what  had  happen- 
ed ;  and,  afler  having  sustained  a  most  severe  re- 
buke for  his  simpliciJy  and  indiscretion,  humbled 
himself  so  far  as  to  promise  that  he  would  next  day 
annul  the  condescensions  he  had  made,  and  for 
over  renounce  the  ungracious  object  of  her  disgust. 
This  undertaking  was  punctuaily  performed  in  a 
letter  to  the  commodore,  which  she  herself  dictated, 
in  these  words. — 

'Sir,  whereas  my  good-nature  being  last  night  im- 
posed upon,  I  was  persuaded  to  countenance  and  pro- 
mise, I  know  not  what,  to  that  vitious  youth,  whose 
parent  I  have  the  misfortune  to  be  ;  I  desire  you  will 
take  notice,  that  I  revoke  all  such  countenance  and  pro- 
.mises,  and  shall  never  look  upon  that  man  as  my  friend 
who  will  henceforth  in  such  a  cause  solicit, 

'  Sir,  yours,  &c.  gam.  pickle.' 
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CHAFIER  XXr. 

Trunnion  is  enraged  at  the  conduct  of  Pickle. .  . .  Perc' 
grine  resents  the  injustice  of  his  mother,  to  whom  he 
explains  his  sentiments  in  a  letter. .  . .  Is  entered  at  the 
university  of  Oxford,  where  he  signalizes  himself  as  a 
youth  of  an  enterprising  genius. 

Unspeakable  were  the  transports  of  rage  to 
ivhich  Trunnion  was  incensed  by  this  absurd  re- 
nunciation :  he  tore  tlie  letter  with  his  gums  (teelh 
he  had  none),  spit  with  furious  grimaces,  in  tok^n 
of  the  con<empt  he  entertained  for  the  author, 
•whom  he  not  only  dam  ned  as  a  lousy,  scabby,  nasty, 
scurvy,  skulking,  lubberly  noodle,  but  resolved  td 
challenge  to  single  combat  with  lire  and  sword  ; 
but  he  was  dissuaded  from  this  riolent  measure,  and 
appeased  by  the  intervention  and  advice  of  the  lieu- 
tenant and  Mr.  JoUer,  who  represented  the  message 
as  the  eiTt'ct  of  the  poor  man's  infirmity,  for  which 
fie  M  as  ratjier  an  object  of  pity  than  of  resentment ; 
and  turned  the  stream  of  his  indignation  against 
the  wife,  wliom  he  reviled  accordingly.  Nor  did 
Peregrine  himself  bear  with  patience  this  injurious 
declaration,  the  nature  of  \vhich  he  no  sooner  un- 
derstood from  Hatchway,  than  equally  shocked 
and  exasperated,  he  retired  to  his  apartment,  and, 
in  the  first  emotions  of  his  ire,  produced  the  fol- 
lowing ejiistle,  which  was  immediately  conveyed 
to  his  mother. — 

*  Madam,  had  nature  formed  me  a  bugbear  to  the 
isght,  and  inspired  me  with  a  soul  as  vitious  as  my  body- 
was  detestable,  perhaps  I  might  have  enjoyed  particu- 
lar marks  of  your  affection  and  applause  ;  seeing  you 
have  persecuted  me  with  such  unnatural  aversion,  for 
no  other  visible  reason  than  that  of  my  differing  so 
widely  in  shape,  as  well  as  disposition,  from  that  de- 
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formed  urcliiii  who  is  the  object  of  your  tenderness 
and  care.  If  those  be  the  te.ms  on  which  alone  I  can 
obtain  your  favour,  I  pray  God  you  may  never  cease 
10  hate,  madam,  y.  ur  m.  ch  injured  son, 

PEREGRINE   PICKLE.' 

This  letter,  which  nothing  but  his  passion  mucI 
inexperience  could  excuse,  had  such  an  effect  up- 
on his  mother,  as  may  be  easily  conceived.  She 
was  enraged  to  a  degree  of  frenzy  against  the  writer ; 
though  at  the  same  time  she  considered  Uie  whole 
as  the  production  of  Mrs.  Trunnion's  particular 
pique,  and  represented  it  to  her  husband  as  an  in- 
sult that  he  was  bound  in  honour  to  resent,  by 
breaking  off  ail  correspondence  with  the  commo- 
dore and  his  familj*.  Tliis  was  a  bitter  pill  to 
(jamalicl,  who,  thrimgh  a  long  course  of  years, 
was  so  habituated  to  Trunnion's  company,  that  he 
could  as  easily  have  parted  with  a  linib,  as  have 
relinquished  the  club  all  at  once.  He  therefore 
ventured  to  represent  his  own  incapacity  to  follow 
her  advice,  and  begged  that  he  might  at  least  be 
allowed  to  drop  the  connection  gradually,  protest- 
ing that  he  would  do  l^is  endeavour  to  give  her  all 
manner  of  satisfaction. 

Meanwhile  preparations  were  made  for  Pere- 
grine's departure  to  the  university,  and  in  a  tew 
v.ceks,  he  set  out  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  age, 
accompanied  by  the  same  attendants  who  live».l 
with  him  at  Winchester.  His  uncle  laid  strong 
injunctions  upon  him  to  avoid  the  company  of 
immodest  women,  to  mind  his  learning,  to  let  him 
hear  of  his  welfare  as  often  as  he  could  spare  time 
to  wTite,  and  settled  his  appointment  at  the  rate 
of  five  hundred  a-year,  including  his  governor's 
salary,  which  was  one  fifth  part  of  the  sum.  The 
heart  of  our  young  gentleman  dilated  at  the  pro- 
sjject  of  (he  figure  he  shouldmake  ^^  ith  such  an  hand- 
Sonic  annuit}-,  the  management  of  'n  hich  was  Iclt 
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<o  liis  own  discretion  ;  ami  lie  amused  his  imagina- 
liuii  Avitl)  the  nioht  a<j:ioeablc  reveries  during  his 
joiitiTV  (()  OAlbrd,  Mhiih  he  jx'rforined  in  two 
(h>ys.  Ife'.c  being  introduced  lo  tlie  liead  of  the 
C()llei.':e,  to  wliom  he  liad  been  recomniended,  ac- 
coniiiUKiated  ^vith  genteel  apartments,  entered  as 
gejitleman  conmioner  in  the  books,  and  provided 
with  a  judicious  tutor,  instead  of  returning  to  the 
^,tudy  of  Greek  and  Jiatin,  in  whicli  he  thought 
liiniself  ylready  sudiciently  instructed,  he  renewed 
Jiis  acquaintance  with  some  of  his  old  school-fel- 
lows, whom  he  found  in  the  same  situation,  and 
was  by  them  initiated  in  all  the  fashionable  diver- 
sions of  tiie  place. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  made  himself  remark- 
uble  for  his  spirit  and*  humour,  which  were  so  ac- 
ceptable to  the  bucks  of  the  university,  that  he 
was  admitted  as  a  member  of  their  corporation, 
and,  in  a  very  little  time,  became  the  most  conspi- 
cuous personage  of  the  whole  fraternity;  not  that 
he  valued  himself  upon  his  ability  in  smoking  the 
greatest  niunber  of  pipes,  and  drinking  the  largest 
quantity  of  ate  ;  these  were  qualifications  of  too 
gross  a  nature  to  cajitivate  his  refined  ambition. 
He  piqued  himself  on  hisjalent  for  raillery,  his 
genius  and  taste,  his  pei^somd  accomplishments, 
and  his  success  at  intrigue  :  nor  were  his  excursions 
f  ondncd  to  the  small  villages  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, which  are  conmionly  visited  once  a  week 
by  the  students  for  tlie  sake  of  carnal  recreation, 
lie  kept  his  own  horses,  traversed  the  whole  county 
in  pjirties  of  pleasure,  attended  all  the  races  with- 
in i\iiy  miles  of  Oxford,  and  made  frequent  jaunts 
to  London,  where  he  used  to  lie  incognito  during 
(he  best  part  of  many  a  term.      ~ 

The  rules  of  the  university  Averc  too  severe  io  be 
observed  by  a  youth  of  his  vivacity  ;  and  there- 
fore he  became  acquainted  with  the  proctor  by 
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limes.  But  all  the  checks  he  received  were  iiisur- 
iicient  to  moderate  his  career  ;  he  frequented  ta- 
verns and  cofleehouses,  committed  midnight  tVolics 
in  the  streets,  insuUed  all  the  sober  and  paciHc 
class  of  his  fellow-.students ;  the  tutors  themselves 
were  not  sacred  from  his  ridicide  ;  he  laughed  at 
the  magistrate,  and  neglected  every  particular  of 
college  discipline. 

In  vain  did  they  attempt  to  restrain  his  irregu- 
larities by  the  imposition  of  fines  ;  he  was  liberal 
to  profusion,  and  therefore  paid  without  refuctance. 
Thrice  did  he  scale  the  windows  of  a  tradesman, 
with  whose  daughter  he  had  an  affair  of  gallantry, 
as  often  was  he  obliged  to  seek  his  safety  by  a  pre- 
cipitate leap.,  and  one  night  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, have  fallen  a  sacrifice»to  an  ambuscade  that 
was  laid  by  the  father,  had  not  his  trusty  squire 
Pipes  interposed  in  liis  behalf,  and  manfully  rescu- 
ed him  from  the  clubs  of  his  enemies. 

In  the  midst  of  these  excesses,  INIr.  Jolter,  find- 
ing his  admonitions  neglected,  and  his  influence 
utterly  destroyed,  attempted  to  wean  liis  pupil 
from  his  extravagant  courses,  by  engaginffUis- at- 
tention in  some  more  laudable  pursuit.  vVith  this 
view  he  introduced  him  into  a  club  of  politicians, 
who  received  him  with  great  demonstrations  of  re- 
gard, accommodated  themselves  more  than  he 
could  have  expected  to  his  jovial  disposition,  and 
while  they  revolved  schemes  for  the  reibrmation 
of  the  state,  drank  with  such  devotion  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  their  plans,  that,  before  part- 
ing, the  cares  of  their  patriotism  were  quite  over- 
whelmed. 

Peregrine,  though  he  could  not  approve  of  their 
doctrine,  rt^solved  to  attach  himself  for  some  time 
to  their  company  ;  Ix^cause  he  perceived  ample 
subject  for  his  ridicule,  in  the  characters  of  these 
"lyrong-hcaded  enthusiasts.    It  was  a  constant  prac- 
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lice  with  iliem,  in  their  midnight  consistories,  to 
swallow  sueh  pUmtiful  dninsrhls  of  inspiration, 
that  theiimivsterics  con^uouly  ended  like  those  of 
the  JJiurhnnalian  or<^ia  T  and  thev  were  seldom 
capable  of  maintaining  that  soleniniiv  of  decorum 
\\hich,  by  the  nature  of  their  functions,  most  of 
thorn  were  obliged  to  profess.    Now,  as  Peregrine's 
satiric'd  disposition  was  never  more  gratified  than 
"when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  exposing  grave 
characters  in  ridiculous  attitudes,  he  laid  a  mis- 
ciiievous  snare  for  his  new  confederates,  which 
took  eflect  in  this  manner.     In  one  of  their  noc- 
turnal deliberations,  he  promoted  such  a  spirit  of 
good  fellowship,  by  the  agreeable  sallies  of  his  wit, 
which  were  purposely  levelled  against  their  poli- 
tical adversaries,  that  by  ten  o'clock  they  were  all 
ready  to  join  in  the  most  extravagant  proposal 
that  could  be  nuule.     They  broke  their  glasses  in 
consequence  of  his  suggestion,  drardc  healths  out 
of  their  shoes,  caps,  and  the  bottoms  of  the  candle- 
sticks that  stood  tefore  them,  sometimes  standing 
with  one  foot  on  a  chair,  and  the  knee  bent  on  the 
edge  of  the  table ;  and,  when  theycould  no  longer 
stand  hi  that  posture,  setting  their  bare  posteriors 
on  the  cold  floor.     They  liuz/a'd,  liallooed,  danc- 
ed, and  sung,  and,  in  sliort,  were  elevated  to  such 
a  pitch  of  intoxication,  that  when  Peregrhie  pro- 
posed that  they  should  burn  their  periwigs,  the 
hint  was  immediately  approved,  and  they  execut- 
ed tlie  frolic  as  one  man.     Their  shoes  and  caps 
underwent  the  same  fate  by  the  same  instigation  ; 
and  in  this  trim  he  led  them  forth   into  the  street, 
Avhere  they  resolved  to  compel  every  body  they 
should   tind  to  subscribe  to  their  political  creed, 
and  pronounce  the  shibboleth  of  their  party.     In 
the  achievement  of  this  enterprise,  they  met  with 
more  opposition  than  tliey  exjx^cted  ;  they  were 
encountered  with  arguments  which  they  could  not 
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^vcll  Millii^fancl;  tlie  nascs  of  somo,  and  eyes  of 
others,  in  a  very  little  time,  bore  the  njgj^s  of  ob- 
stinate disputation.  Their  conductor  having  at 
length  engaged  the  whole  body  m  a  fray  with  an^ 
other  squadron,  Avhich  was  Jjretty  much  in  the 
Kime  condition,  he  very  fairly  gave  thesn  the  slip, 
and  slily  reheated  to  his  apartment,  fc^rcsccingtliat 
liis  com])anions  would  soon  be  favoured  with  the 
Tipfice  of  their  superiors  ;  nor  was  he  deceived  in 
his  £ro^jiost]c  :  the  proctor,  going  his  round, 
chancecrito  fall  in  with  this  tumultuous  uproar, 
and,  interposing  his  authority,  found  means  to 
quiet  the  disturbance.  I  le  took  cognizance  of  their 
names,  and  dismissed  the  rioters  to  their  respective 
chambers,  not  a  little  scandalized  at  the  behaviour 
of  some  among  them,  wliosc  business  and  duty  it 
was  lo  set  far  other  examples  to  the  youth  under 
their  care  and  direction. 

Alx)ut  midnight,  Pijjes,  who  had  mders  to  at-^ 
tend  at  a  distance,  and  keep  an  eye  upon  Jolter> 
brought  home  that  unfortunate  governor  upon  his 
back  (Peregrin?  having  before  h:nid  secured  his 
admittance  into  the  college),  and  among  other 
bruises  he  was  found  to  have  received  a  couple 
of  contusions  on  his  face,  which  next  mornijig 
appeared  in  a  black  circle  that  surrounded  each 
eye. 

This  was  a  mortifying  circumstance  to  a  man 
of  his  character  and  deportment,  esix*cially  as  he 
had  received  a  message  from  the  j^roctor,  mUo  de- 
sired to  sec  him  forthwith.  \V  ith  great  humility 
and  contrition  he  begged  the  advice  of  his  pupil, 
who,  being  used  to  amuse  himself  with  painting, 
assured  Mr.  Jolter,  that  he  would  cover  those  si^s 
of  disgrace  wiCu  a  flight  coat  of  ilosh-colour  so 
dexterously  tliat  it  would  l)e  almost  impossible  to 
distinguish  the  artificial  from  the  natural  skin. 
The  rueful  governor;  rather  tlian  cxjx)se  such  op'* 
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proljrious  lokons  to  tlir  ohsorvation  and  censure  of 
Hu"  maici^trutt^  s'il)aiiU(;d  to  the  cx])edient.  Al- 
f  liou^li  \vs  co'.ins(>lior  had  ovor-ralx'd  his  own  skill, 
he  was  ]>ersuaded  to  confide  in  the  disg-nisc,  and 
actiKiliy  attended,  the  proeto*-,  with  sucli  a  staring" 
.'uldition  to  the  natural  ghiistliness  of  his  features, 
tliat  his  visage  bore  a  verj-  apt  resemblance  to 
some  of  those  ferocions  countenances  that  hang 
over  tlie  doors  of  certain  taverns  and  ale-houses, 
unrli-r  tlie  denomination  of  the  Saracen's  head. 

Such  a  rcmarkabl(!  alteration  of  p^'yg''^iVin^Y 
could  n')t  escape  the  nqi\ro  of  the  most  un^kcern- 
ing  Ijehalder,  much  less  the  peniliraUg^eje  of  his 
severe  judge,  ahe.idy  Avhrtted  with  -what  he  liad 
s;^en  ovc^r-night.  Jle  was  therefjre  upbraided  with 
tliis  ridiculous  ;md  shallow  artifice,  and,  togctlier 
v/ith  the  companions  of  his  debauch,  im  lerwcnt 
sucli  a  cutting  reprimand  f,)r  tlie  scandalous  irre- 
gularity of  his  conduct,  that  all  of  them  remained 
crest-fallen,  and  were  ashamed,  for  many  weeks,  to 
a]-pear  in  the  public  execution  of  tlieir  duty. 
•  ]'(>regrine  was  too  vain  of  liis  fiucsse  to  conceal 
the  part  lie  ^cici\  in  this  comedy,  with  (he  particu- 
lars of  which  l;e  regided  his  companions,  and  there- 
by entailed  upon  himself  the  hate  and  resentment 
of  the  community  wliose  maxims  and  practices  he 
had  discU)sed  :  tor  he  was  considered  as  a  sjj}', 
who  had  iiiti  uded  himself  into  their  society  witli 
a  view  of  betraying  it:  or,  at  best,  as  an  apostate 
and  n  negado  from  the  fiith  and  principles  which 
he  iiad  professed. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 

He  is  insulted  ly  his  tutor,  uhom  he  lampoons. .  , . 
makes  a  considerable  progress  in  polite  literature.  .  . . 
and,  in  an  excursion  to  IVindsor,  meets  u.th  Emilip, 
by  accident,  and  is  very  coldly  received. 

Among  iho?e  who  suffered  by  his  craft  and  infi- 
delity was  Mr.  Jumble,  his  own  tutor,  who  could 
not  at  all  digest  the  mortifying  affront  lie  had  re- 
ceived, and  was  resolved  to  be  revenged  on  the  in- 
sulting author.  Witli  this  view  he  watched  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Pickle  with  tlic  utmost  rancour  of 
vigilance,  and  let  slip  no  opportunity  of  treating 
liim  wi(h  disrespect,  which  he  knew  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  pupil  could  less  brook  than  any  other 
severity  it  was  in  his  power  to  exercise. 

Peregrijie  had  been  several  mornings  absent 
from  chapel ;  and  as  Mr.  Jumble  never  failed  to 
question  him  in  a  very  [icrrmptory  style  about  his 
non-attendance,  he  iiiventcd  some  very  plausible 
excuses  ;.  but  at  lerjgth  Ms  ijigcnuity  Mas  exhaust- 
ed ;  he  received  a  very  galling  rebuke  for  his  pro- 
fligacy of  morals,  and  that  he  might  feel  it  the 
more  sensibly,  was  ordered,  byway  of  exercise,  to 
compose  a  paraphrase,  in  jGnglish  verse,  upon, 
these  two  lints  in  Virgil : 

•  Vsnc  ligur,  frustraque  animis  elate  supcrbis, 
'  Nequicquam  patrias  tentasti  lubricus  artes.' 

The  imj)osition  of  this  invidious  theme  had  all 
the  desired  eillct  upon  Peregrine,  who  not  only 
considered  it  as  a  piece  of  unmannerly  al-use  level- 
led against  Lis  own  conduct,  but  itisu  as  a  retro- 
spective insult  on  the  memory  of  his  grandfather, 
who  (as  he  had  Ijcen  infonncd  was  in  his  lifetime) 
more  noted  for  his  cuiming^thau  candour  u\  trade. 
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lAaspcraicil  at  tliis  instance  of  the  jx?dant's 
audacKy,  l\v.  had  well  nigh  (in  his  /irst  transports) 
taken  corporal  satisfkclion  on  the  spot ;  but  fore- 
st^eini:^  the  troublesome  consequence  that  would  at- 
tend such  a  flagrant  outrage  against  the  laws  of 
tlie  university,  he  checked  his  indignation,  and  re- 
solved to  revenge  the  injury  in  a  more  cool  and 
contemptuous  manner.  Thus  determined,  he  set 
on  foot  an  inquiry  into  the  particulars  of  Jum- 
ble's parentage  and  education.  He  learnt  that  the 
father  of  this  insolent  tutor  was  a  bricklayer,  that 
his  mother  sold  pyes,  and  that  the  son,  at  ditlerent 
periods  of  his  youth^  had  amused  himself  iu  both 
occupations  before  he  converted  his  vie\^s  to  the 
study  of  learnhig.  Fraught  with  t  his  intelligence^ 
he  composed  the  following  ballad  in  doggerel 
rhymes,  and  next  day  presented  it  as  a  gloss  upon 
the  text  which  the  tutor  had  chosen. 


Come,  listen  yc  students  of  ev'ry  degree, 
1  sing  of  a  wit  and  a  tutor  ferJie ; 
A  state^nian  profound,  a  critic  immense, 
in  short,  a  mere  jumble  of  learning  and  sense; 
And  yet  of  his  talents,  though  laudably  vain. 
His  own  family  arts  he  could  never  attain. 


His  father  intending  his  fortune  to  build, 

\n  his  youth  would  have  taught  him  the.trowel  to  wieldj 

But  the  mortar  of  discipline  never  would  stick. 

For  his  skull  was  secur  d  by  a  facing  of  brick ; 

And  with  all  his  endeavours  of  patience  and  pain, 

The  skill  of  his  sire  he  could  never  attain. 


His  mother,  an  housewife,  neat,  artful,  and  wise, 
Renown'd  for  her  delicate  biscuit  and  pyes, 
Soon  alter'd  his  studies,  by  flatt'ring  his  ta=te, 
From  the  raising  of  walls  to  the  rearing  of  ^aste  \ 
But  all  her  instructions  were  fruitless  a.r,d  vain. 
The  pyemaking  myst'ry  he  ne'er  could  attain. 
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Yet  true  to  his  race,  in  his  labours  were  seen 
A  jumble  of  both  their  professions,  I  ween  ; 
For,  when  his  own  genius  he  vcntur'd  to  trust. 
His  pycs  seem  d  of  brick,  and  his  houses  of  crust. 
Then,  good  Mr.  'Jutor,  pray  be  not  so  vain, 
Since  your  family  arts  you  couIJ  never  attain. 

This  impuJcnt  prodadioa  was  the  most  effec- 
tual vcni^eance  he  could  have  taken  on  his  tutor, 
who  had  all  the  sujx^rcilious  arrogance  and  ridi- 
culous pride  of  a  low-born  pedant.  Instead  of 
overlooking  this  j^etulant  piece  of  satire  with  that 
temper  and  decency  of  disdain  that  became  a  per- 
son of  his  gravity  and  station,  he  no  sooner  cast 
his  eye  over  the  })crfonnance,  than  the  blood  rush- 
ed into  his  countenance,  uliich  immediately  after 
exhibitetl  a  iihastly  pale  colour.  With  a  quiver- 
ins^  lip  he  told  his  I'upil,  that  he  was  an  iuijierti- 
ncnt  jackanapes,  ajid  he  would  take  care  that  he 
should  be  expelled  from  the  university,  for  having 
presumed  to  write  and  deliver  such  a  licentious 
and  scurrilous  libel.  Peregrine  answered  with 
great  resolution,  that  when  the  provocation  lie  had 
received  should  be  known,  he  was  persuaded  that 
lie  should  be  acquitted  in  the  opinion  of  all  im- 
paitial  people ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to  submit 
the  whole  to  the  decision  of  the  master. 

This  arbitration  he  proposed,  because  he  knew 
the  master  and  Jumble  were  at  variance  :  and  for 
that  reason  the  tutor  durst  not  venture  to  put  the 
cause  on  such  an  issue.  Nay,  w  hen  this  reference 
•was  mentioiK'd,  Jumble,  who  was  naturally  jealous, 
suspectwl  tliat  Pc^grine  had  a  promise  of  protec- 
tion Ix'fore  he  uniR'rtook  to  commit  such  an  out- 
rageous insult ;  and  this  notion  had  such  an  effect 
upon  him,  that  he  resolved  to  devour  his  vexation>- 
and  wait  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity  of 
gratifying  his  hate.  Meanwhile  copies  of  the 
ballaa  were  distributed  among  the  studcntSj  who 
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sung  li  under  (lie  very  nose  of  Mr.  Jumble,  to  tlie 
<inie  of  .7  collier  there  uos,  Sec.  aiul  the  tritinipli 
of  our  hero  Avas  complete.  JSeitlier  was  his  whole 
<iine(lrvo(eci  to  (he  riotous  extravafjanciesof  you(h. 
He  eiijoved  many  lucitl  intervals  :  durini;  which 
he  contracted  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  classics,  ajiplied  himselt"  to  the  readinii^  of  his- 
tory, improved  Ills  taste  for  pain(ing  and  music, 
in  which  he  made  some  proi^ress ;  and  above  all 
(liino^s,  cuUivated  the  study  of  i^t 1 1 ra  1  phi lpsoj>h y . 
It  was  irenerally  after  a  course  of  close  a((en(  ion  to 
••ome  of  these  arts  and  sciences,  that  ETs^TTsposTtiou 
broke  out  into  those  irrepilarities  and  wild  sallies 
of  a  luxuriant  imagination,  for  which  he  became 
so  remarkable;  ancl  liewas  perhaps  the  only  young 
man  in  Oxford,  who,  at  the  s-une  time,  maintain- 
ed an  intimate  and  friendly  inlerconrse  with  the 
most  unthinking,  as  well  as  with  (ho  mo>t  scda(e 
students  at  the  uuiversity. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  young  man  of 
Peregrine's  vanity,  inevperience,  and  profusion, 
c^julJ  suit  h:s  cx^(  ikc  to  his  alio.  'Kur,  liberal  as 
it  was  ;  for  he  was  not  one  of  those  fortuiMite  people 
who  are  born  economists,  and  knew  not  (lie  art  of 
w  ith-holdiiig  iiis  purse  when  he  sasv  his  companion 
in  diiiiculty.  Tnus  nalurally  generous  and  ex- 
pensive, he  squandered  away  his  mon<\y,  and  made 
a  most  splendid  apjwarance  upon  the  recinpt  of 
l)is  quarterly  appointment  :  but  long  belbre  the 
third  month  was  elaj)sed,  his  ti nances  were  con- 
sumed ;  and,  as  he  could  not  stiK)p  to  ask  an  ex- 
traordinary supply,  was  loo  jnoud  to  boiiow,  and 
too  haug  ity  to  run  m  debt  with  tradesnx^n,  he  de- 
voted those  perimls  of  |H)verty  to  the  ptosecntioii 
ot'  his  siudies,  and  shone  forth  again  at  the  revo- 
lution of  quarter-day. 

In  one  of  these  irruptions,  he  and  some  of  his 
forapaiiions  \{cnt  to  \\  inilsor,  in  order  to  &x  the 
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Toyal  apartments  in  the  castle,  ^^hither  they  re- 
paired in  the  afternoon ;  and,  as  Peregrine  stood  con- 
templatine;  the  picture  of  Hercules  and  Omphale, 
one  of  his  fellow -students  whispered  in  his  ear, 
'  zounds!  Pickle,  there  are  two  tine  a^irls.'  He  turn- 
ed instantly  about,  and,  in  one  of  them,  recogniz- 
ed his  almost  forgotten  Emilia  :  her  appearance 
acted  upon  his  imagination  like  a  spark  of  tire 
that  falls  among  gunpowder;  that  passion  which 
had  lain  dormant  for  the  space  of  two  years  flash- 
ed up  in  a  moment,  and  he  was  seized  with  an 
universal  trepidation.  She  perceived  and  paf-^ 
took  of  his  emotion  ;  for  their  souls,  like  unisons,  / 
vibrated  with  the  same  impulse.  However,  she 
called  her  pride  and  res<mtment  to  her  aid,  and 
found  resolution  enough  to  retire  from  such  a  dan- 
gerous scene.  Alarmed  at  her  retreat,  he  recol- 
lected all  his  assurance,  and,  impelled  by  love, 
"which  he  could  no  longer  resist,  followed  her  into 
the  next  room,  where,  in  the  most  disconcerted 
manner,  he  accosted  her  with  '  your  humble  ser- 
vant, Miss  Gauntlet ;'  to  which  Jftlutation  she  re- 
plied, with  an  affectation  of  indifierence,  that  did 
not,  however,  conceal  her  agitation,  *  your  servant, 
sir ;'  and  immediately  cxtenduig  her  finger  towards 
the  picture  of  Duns  Scotus,  which  is  fixed  over 
one  of  the  doors,  asked  her  companion,  in  a  gigling 
tone,  if  she  didnot  think  he  looked  like  a  conjurer.^ 
Peregrine,  nettled  into  spirits  by  this  reception, 
answered  tor  the  other  lady,-^'  that  it  was  an  easy 
matter  to  be  a  conjurer  in  those  times,  when  the 
simplicity  of  the  age  assisted  his  divination ;  but 
were  he,  or  Merlin  himself,  to  rise  from  the  dead 
now,  when  such  deceit  and  dissimulation  prevail, 
they  would  not  lie  able  to  earn  their  bread  by  the 
profession.'  '  O  sir,'  (said  she,  turning  full  upon 
nim),  '  without  doubt  they  Avould  adopt  new 
maxims;  'tis  no  disparagement  in  this  enlighten- 
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cd  a^e  for  one  to  alter  oi)(;'s  opinion.'  '  No,  sure, 
madam'  (replied  llie  youth,  witli  some  precipita- 
tion), '  provided  the  chani^elje  for  tlie  better.'  'And,, 
slionld  it  happen  olherwise'  (retorted  the  nymph, 
■with  a  nil t  of  heKiar>)»  '  inconstancy  will  never 
Avant  coun^nance  from  the  practice  of  mankind.' 
'  True,  madam,'  (resumed  our  hero,  tixing  his  eyes 
i!pon  iier),  '  examples  of  levity  are  everywhere  to 
be  met  with.'  '  O  lord,  sir,'  (cried  Emilia,  tossinty 
her  Jiead),  '  you'll  scarce  ever  find  a  fop  Mithout 
it.'  JJv  tliis  time  his  companion,  seeing  him  en- 
gaged with  one  of  the  ladies,  entered  into  conver- 
sation with  the  other;  and,  in  order  to  favour  his 
friend's  gallantry,  conducted  her  into  the  next 
apartment,  on  pretence  of  entertaining  her  with 
tiic  sight  of  a  remarkable  piece  of  painting. 

Peregrine,  laying  Ijokl  on  this  oj)portunity  of 
being  alone  with  the  object  of  his  love,  assumed  a, 
most  seducing  tenderness  of  look,  and,  heaving  a 
profound  sigh,  asked  if  she  had  utterly  discanled 
him  from  her  remembrance,  lleddening  at  this 
pathetic  question,  which  recalled  the  memory  of 
the  imagined  slight  he  had  put  u])on  her,  she 
ansv,ered,  in  great  confusion, — '  sir,  1  believe  I. once 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  a  ball  in  Win- 
chester.' '  Miss  Emilia,'  (said  he,  very  gravely), 
'  will  you  be  so  candid  as  to  tell  me  what  misbe- 
haviour of  mine  you  are  pleased  to  punish,  by  re- 
stricting your  remembrance  to  that  single  occa- 
sion ?'  '  Mr.  Pickle,'  (she  replied,  in  the  same  tone), 
'  it  is  neither  my  province  nor  inclination  to  judge 
your  conduct ;  and  therefore  you  misapply  your 
question,  when  you  ask  such  an  explanation  of 
me.'  '  At  least,'  resumed  our  lover,  '  give  me  the 
melancholy  satisfaction  t»  know  for  what  offence 
of  mine  you  refused  to  take  the  least  notice  of  that 
letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  write  from  Win-- 
Chester,  by  your  own  express  permission,'    *  Yo\ii 
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letter,'  (^aid  miss,  \\  ith  great  vivacity),  *  neither  re- 
quired, nor,  in  my  opinion,  deserved  an  answer  ; 
aiid.  to  be  free  with  yon,  Mr.  Pickle,  it  was  but  a 
sliallow  artifice  to  rid  yourself  of  a  correspondence 
you  had  deigned  to  solicit.'  Peregrine,  confound- 
ed at  this  repartee,  replied,  that  howsoever  lie 
might  have  failed  in  point  of  elegance  or  discretion, 
he  was  sure  he  had  not  been  deficient  in  expres- 
sions of  respect  and  devotion  for  those  charms 
which  it  was  his  pride  to  adore :  '  as  for  the  verses, '^ 
.'aid  he,  '  fo^n  they  were  unworthy  of  the  theme, 
but  I  flattered  mj'self  that  they  would  have  merit- 
ed your  acceptance,  though  not  your  approbation, . 
and  been  considered  not  so  much  as  the  proof  of 
my  genius,  as  the  geimine  efl'usion  of  my  love.'^ 
*  Verses  !'  (cried  Emilia,  with  an  air  of  astonish- 
ment), '  what  verses  ?  I  really  don't  understand 
you.'  The  joung  gentleman  was  thunderstruck 
r.t  this  exclamation,  to  which,  after  a  long  pause, 
he  answered,  '  I  l)egin  to  suspect,  and  heartily 
wish  it  may  appear,  that  we  have  misunderstood 
each  other  from  the  beginning.  Pray,  Miss  Gaunt- 
let, did  you  not  find  a  copy  of  verses  inclosed  in 
that  unfortunate  letter?'-  'Truly,  sir,'  said  the 
lady,  '  I  am  not  so  much  of  a  connoisseur  as  to  dis- 
tinguish whether  that  facetious  protluction,  which 
you  merrily  style  an  unfortunate  letter,  was  com- 
jx).sed  in  verse  or  prose ;  but,  mcthinks,  the  jest  is 
a  little  too  stale  to  be  brought  upon  the  carpet  \ 
again.'  So  saying,  she  tripped  away  to  her  com-  •' 
panion,  and  left  her  lover  in  a  most  tumultuous 
huspence.  He  naw  perceived  that  her  neglect  of 
his  addresses,  when  he  was  at  Winchester,  m.ust 
have  been  owing  to  some  mystery  whicli  he  could 
not  comprehend  :  and  slie  Ix^sran  to  suspect,  and 
to  hope,  that  the  letter  which  she  received  was 
spurious,  though  she  could  not  conceive  how  thai 
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<x)ukl  j^()ssll)ly  liajipcn,  as  it  liad  been  delivered  (o 
Jier  by  the  hands  of  his  own  servant. 

However,  she  resolvetl  to  leave  tlie  task  of  un- 
ravelling; the  affair  to  him,  who,  she  knew,  would 
infallibly  exert  hiniM'lf  for  liis  own  as  veil  as  her 
satisfaction.  She  was  not  deceived  in  her  opinion; 
lie  wcjit  ti|)  to  lier  a<j;ain  at  the  s^air-case,  and,  as 
they  Avere  unprovided  with  a  mnle  attendant,  in- 
sist;';! iij)on  squirin:^  tlie  ladies  to  their  lodccings. 
Kmiliasaw  his  driit,  which  was  no  other  tlian  to 
know  wiiore  she  lived  ;  and,  though  slie  approved 
of  his  contrivance,  thought  it  was  incumbent  upon 
her,  tor  the  support  of  her  own  dignity,  to  decline 
ihc  civility  :  she  therefore  thanked  hun  for  his  po- 
lite olier,  but  Mould  by  no  means  consent  to  his 
giving  himself  such  unnecessary  trouble,  especial- 
ly as  they  had  but  a  very  little  way  io  walk,  ife 
Mas  not  repulsed  by  this  refusal,  tlie  nature  of 
vhich  lie  perfectly  understood  ;  nor  Mas  she  sorry 
io  see  him  ])ersevere  in  his  determination :  he  there- 
fore accompanied  them  in  their  return,  and  made 
divers  eflbrts  to  speak  with  Ji^milia  in  particular. 
Bat  she  had  a  spice  of  the  coquette  in  her  disposi- 
tion, and,  being  determined  to  whet  his  impatience, 
artfully  baffled  all  his  endeavotirs,  by  keeping  her 
co:ni)anion  continually  engaged  in  the  conversa- 
tion, M  liich  turned  upon  tlie  venerable  appearance 
and  im.perial  situation  of  the  place.  Thus  tanta- 
lized, he  lounged  with  them  to  the  door  of  the 
house  in  Mhich  they  lodged,  Mhen  his  mistress,  per- 
ceiving, by  the  countenance  of  her  comrade,  that 
she  was  on  the  point  of  desiring  him  to  walk  in, 
chcclvcd  her  intoiition  with  a  frown ;  then  turning 
to  ^Ir.  Pickle,  dropped  him  a  very  formal  curt'sey, 
seized  the  other  young  lady  by  the  arm,  and  say- 
iiig,  '  comcj  cousin  Sophy,'  vanished  in  a  mo-- 
ment. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

^fler  sundry  unsuccessful  efforts,  he  Jinds  means  to  come 
to  an  explanation  with  his  mistress. . . .  and  a  recon-^ 
ciliation  ensues. 

Peregrine,  disconcerlecl  at  their  sudden  disap- 
pearance, stfKxl  for  some  minutes  gaping  in  the 
street,  before  lie  could  get  the  better  of  his  surprise : 
and  tlien  deliberated  with  himself  whether  he 
sliould  demand  immediate  admittance  to  his  mis- 
tress, or  choose  some  other  method  of  application. 
Piqued  at  her  abnipt  behaviour,  though  pleased 
with  her  spirit,  he  set  Uis  invention  to  work,  in  or- 
der to  contrive  some  means  of  seeing  her ;  and,  in 
a  tit  of  mushig,  arrived  at  the  inn,  where  he  found 
his  companions,  whom  he  had  left  at  the  castle 
gate.  They  had  already  made  inquiry  about  the 
ladies,  in  consequence  of  which  he  learnt,  that 
Miss  Sophy  was  daughter  of  a  gentleman  in  town, 
to  whom  his  mistress  Avas  related  ;  that  an  intimate 
friendship  subsisted  lietween  the  two  young  ladies; 
that  Emilia  had  lived  about  a  month  with  her 
cousin,  and  appeared  at  tlie  last  assembly,  where 
she  was  universally  admired  ;  and  tliat  several 
young  gentlemen  of  fortune  had,  since  that  time, 
teased  her  with  addresses. 

Our  heroes  ambition  was  flattered,  and  his  pas- 
sion inflamed  with  this  intelligence  ;  and  he  swore 
within  himself,  that  he  would  not  qiiit  the  spot 
until  he  should  have  obtamed  an  undisputed  vic- 
tory over  all  his  rivals. 

That  same  evening  he  composed  a  most  eloquent 
epistle,  in  which  he  earnestly  entreated  tliat  she 
would  favour  him  with  an  opportunity  of  vindi-_ 
eating  his  conduct ;  but  she  would  neither  receu^e 
his  billet  nor  see  his  messenger.  Baulked  in  this 
effort,  he  inclosed  it  in  a  new  cover,  directed  by 
another  hand,  and  ordered  Pipes  to  ride  next  morni- 
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Ing  to  Jiondon,  on  purpose  to  deliver  it  at  the  post- 
ollice,  that,  coniin<f  by  such  conveyance,  she 
ini<>ht  have  no  suspicion  of  the  author,  and  opeiv 
it  l)efore  she  should  be  aware  of  the  deceit. 

Three  days  he  waited  patiently  for  the  e/Tect  of 
tliis  stratagem,  and,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth, 
ventured  to  hazard  a  formal  visit,  in  quality  of  an 
old  acquaintance.  Eut  here  too  he  failed  in  his 
attempt ;  she  was  indisposed,  and  could  not  see 
company.  These  obstacles  served  only  to  increase 
his  eng-erness  :  he  still  adhered  to  his  former  reso- 
lution ;  and  his  companions,  understanding  his  de- 
termination, left  him  next  day  to  his  own  inventions. 
Thus  relinquished  to  his  own  ideas,  he  doubled 
his  assiduity,  and  practised  every  methixl  his  im- 
agination could  suggest,  in  order  to  promote  his 
plan. 

Pipes  was  stationed  all  day  long  within  sight  of 
her  door,  that  he  might  be  able  to  give  his  master 
an  account  of  her  motions :  but  she  never  went 
abroad,  except  to  visit  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
was  always  housed  before  Peregrine  could  be  ap- 
prised of  her  appearance.  He  went  to  church 
vtithit  view  of  atii;iji;iil^fiujEaiotLce,  and  humbled 
his  depoitment  before  her  :  but  she  was  so  mis- 
chievously devout  as  to  look  at  nothing  but  her 
book,  so  that  he  wis  not  favoured  with  one  gjajjfio 
of  n^gartl.  He  frequented  the  coffeehouse,  and  at- 
tempted to  contract  an  acquaintance  with  Miss 
Sophy's  father,  who,  he  hoped,  wouhl  invite  him 
to  his  house:  but  this  expectation  was  also  de- 
featc<l.  That  prudent  genHeman  looked  upon  him 
as  one  of  those  forward  fortune-hunters  who  go 
about  the  country  seekuig  m  horn  they  may  devour, 
and  warily  discouraged  all  his  advances.  (Jhagrin- 
eci  by  so  many  unsuccessful  endeavours,  he  began 
t^;  despair  of  accomplishing  his  aim  :  and,  as  the 
V'isu^'o-rstion  of  l^is  art,  paid  off  his  lodginij^,  took 
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Iior&c  at  noon,  anil  departed,  in  all  appearance; 
for  the  place  from  Avhcnce  be  had  come.  He  rode, 
liowevcr,  but  a  few  mih.s,  and,  in  the  dusk  of  the 
cvenino^,  retunied  unseen,  ali<rhted  at  anotl\er  inn^ 
ordered  Pipes  to  stay  witliin  doors,  and,  keepinic 
Jiimself  incognito,  employed  another  person  as  i* 
centinel  upon  Emilia." 

It  was  not  long  before  he  reaped  the  fruits  of 
Ills  ingenuity.  Next  day  in  the  afternoon  lie  was 
informed  by  his  spy,  that  the  two  young  ladies 
were  gone  to  walk  in  the  park,  whither  he  follow- 
ed them  on  tlie  instant,  fully  determined  to  come 
to  an  explanation  Avilh  his  mistress,  even  in  pre- 
sence of  her  friend,  v.  ho  might  possii>ly  be  prevail- 
ed upon  to  interest  herself  in  bis  behalf. 

When  he  saw  them  at  such  a  distance  that  they 
could  not  return  to  to.vn  before  he  should  have  aa 
opportunity  of  putting  his  resolution  in  practice, 
he  mended  his  pace,  and  found  means  to  appear 
l^efore  them  so  suddenly,  that  EniiHa  could  not 
help  expressing  her  surprise  in  a  scream.  Our 
lover,  putting  on  a  mien  of  humility  and  movtifi- 
caf ion,  begged  to, know  if  her  resentment  was  im- 
placable ;  and  asked,  wliy  she  had  so  cruelly  re- 
fused to  grant  him  the  common  privilege  tlial  every 
rruninai  enjoyed  ?  '  Dear  Miss  Sophy,'  (siiid  he, 
addressing  himself  to  her  companion),  '  give  mc 
leave  to  implore  your  intercession  with  your  cousin  r 
I  am  sure  you  have  humanity  enough  to  espouse 
my  cause,  did  you  but  know  the  justice  of  it ;  and 
J  flatter  myself,  that,  by  your  kind  interposition^ 
I  may  be  able  to  rectify  that  fatal  misunderstand- 
ing which  hath  made  iaie  wretched.'  '  Sir,'  sai  1 
^P''3'j  '  you  appi'ar  like  a  gentleman,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  your  behaviour  has  lx«n  always  suitable 
to  your  appearance  ;  but  you  must  excuse  me  from 
undertaking  any  such  oflice  in  lx:half  of  a  person 
Mhom  I  have  not  the  honour  to  know.'  '  Madamj* 
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jinswciTil  Porigrinr,  '  I  hope  MissEiny  wHl  jusHfy 
my  pre  tensions  (o  (!i;i(  characlor,  notwillistiuKlin^ 
lilt  m  wstcry  of  her  (lisp!easuic,  Avhicli,  upon  my 
liorioiir,  1  cannot  for  my  soul  explain.'  ••  l^ord  I 
JMr.  Pickle,'  (said  Jjnilia,  uho  ha;l  l)y  this  lime 
recollecfed  licrself).  1  never  quest  ioaed  your  gallant- 
ry antl  taste,  but  I  am  resolved  that  you  never 
shall  have  cause  to  exercise  your  talents  at  my  ex- 
pence;  so  that  yo\i  tease  yourself  and  me  to  no 
j)urpose  :  come,  Sophy,  let  us  walk  home  again.' 
'  Good  God!  madam,' (cried  the  lover,  witJi  great 
emotion),  '  why  will  you  distract  me  with  smdi 
indiflbrence?  Stay,  dear  Emilia!  I  conjure  you 
on  my  knees  to  stay  and  hear  me:  by  all  that  is 
sacred  I  was  not  io  blanic!  you  must  have  beeu 
imposed  upon  by  soiue  villain  who  euvial  my 
good  foitune,  an  I  took  some  treacherous  method 
to  ruin  my  love.' 

J\'i^s  Sophy,  wiio  possessed  a  Lirge  stock  of 
good  nature,  and  to  m  horn  her  cousin  had  eom- 
jnunicaled  the  cause  of  her  reserve,  seeing  tlie 
young  gentleman  so  much  afii^cted  with  t'lat  dis- 
(!ain,  which  she  knew  to  be  feigned,  laid  hold  on 
Kniilia's  sleeve,  saying,  with  a  smile,— 'Not  quite 
so  fast,  Emily,  J  l>egin  to  ])erceive  that  tliis  is  a 
love-quarrel,  and  diereibre  there  maj'  be  hopes  of 
a  reconciliation ;  fn'  I  suppose  both  parties  are 
open  to  conviction.'  '  For  my  own  part,'  (cried 
]\^regrine,  with  great  eagerness),  'I  apjM?alto  Miss 
Sojiliy 's  decision ;  bnt  why  do  I  say  appeal  ?  though 
1  am  conscious  of  having  committed  no  oifence,  i 
am  ready  to  submit  to  any  penance,  let  it  be  ever  so 
rigorous  that  rny  fair  enslaver  herself  shall  impose, 
provided  it  wiil  entitle  me  to  her  lavour  and  for- 
giveness at  last.'  Eoiily,  ^\c\\  nigh  overcome  by 
this  declaration,  told  hnn,  that,  as  she  taxed  him 
with  no  guilt,  she  expected  no  atonement ;  and 
pressed  her  companion  to  return  into  town.     Bu,t 
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Sophy,  "who  was  too  indulgent  to  her  fripnd*s  real 
inclination  to  comply  with  her  request,  obser\'ecl, 
that  the  gentleman  seeme<l  so  reasonable  in  his 
concessions,  she  began  to  think  her  cousin  was  in 
the  wrong,  and  felt  herself  disposed  to  act  as  um- 
pire in  the  dispute. 

Overjoyed  at  this  condescension,  Mr.  Pickle 
thanked  her  in  the  most  rapturous  terms,  and,  in 
the  transport  of  his  expectation,  kissed  the  hand 
of  his  kind  mediatrix ;  a  circumstance  which  had 
a  remarkable  efkct  on  the  countenance  of  Emilia, 
who  did  not  seem  to  relish  the  warmth  of  his  ac- 
knowledgment. 

After  many  supplications  on  one  hand,  and 
pressing  remonstrances  on  the  other,  she  yielded 
at  length,  and,  turning  to  her  lover,  while  her 
face  was  overspread  with  blushes, — '  well,  sir,' 
said  shcj  '  supposing  I  were  to  put  the  diilerence 
on  that  issue,  how  could  you  excuse  the  ridiculous 
letter  which  you  sent  to  me  from  Winchester  ?' 
This  expostulation  introduced  a  discussion  of  the 
whole  affair,  in  which  all  the  circumstances  were 
canvassed;  and  Emilia  still  alfirmed,  with  great 
heat,  that  the  letter  must  have  been  calculated  to 
affront  her;  for  she  could  not  suppose  the  author 
was  so  weak  as  to  design  it  for  any  other  purpose. 
Peregrine,  who  still  retained  in  his  memory  the 
substance  of  this  unlucky  epistle,  as  well  as  the 
verses  which  were  inclosed,  could  recollect  no  par- 
ticular expression  which  could  have  justly  given 
the  least  umbrage :  and  therefore,  in  the  agonies  of 
perplexity,  begged  that  the  whole  might  \)e  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  Miss  Sophy,  and  faith- 
fully promised  to  stand  to  her  award. 

In  short,  tliis  proposal  was,  with  s<^ming  re- 
luctance, embraced  by  "Emilia,  and  an  appoint- 
ment made  to  meet  next  day,  in  the  same  place, 
whither  both  parties  were  desired  to  come,  pro- 
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Tided  with  Uicir  crcilentials,  according  to  which 
definitive  sentence  would  be  pronounced. 

Our  lover  having  succeeded  thus  far,  over- 
wliclined  Sophy  with  acknowlctlgmcnts on  account 
ot  her  generous  mediation,  and,  in  the  course  of 
tlicir  walk,  which  Emily  was  now  in  no  hurry  to 
conclude,  whispered  a  great  many  tender  protest- 
ations in  the  car  of  his  mistress,  who  nevertheless 
continued  to  act  upon  the  reserve  until  her  doubts 
should  l)e  more  fully  resolved. 

Mr.  Pickle  having  found  means  to  amuse  them 
in  the  fields  till  the  twilight,  was  obliged  to  wish 
them  good  even,  after  having  obtauied  a  so- 
lenui  repetition  of  their  promise  to  meet  him  at 
the  appointed  time  and  place ;  and  then  retreated 
to  his  apartment,  where  he  spent  the  whole  night 
in  various  coiyfifttJllSS  on  the  subject  of  this  letter, 
the  gordiun  Knot  of  which  he  could  by  no  means 
untie. 

One  Avhile  lie  imagined  that  some  wag  had 
played  a  trick  upon  his  messenger,  in  consequence 
of  w  hich  Emilia  received  a  supposititious  letter ; 
but,  upon  further  reflection,  he  could  not  conceive 
tlie  practicability  of  any  such  deceit.  Then  lie 
began  to  doubt  the  smcerity  of  his  mistress,  who, 
perhaps,  had  only  made  that  itu  handle  ior  dis- 
carding him,  at  tiie  request  of  some  favoured  ri- 
val ;  but  his  own  integrity  forbade  him  to  har- 
bour this  mean  suspicion ;  and  therefore  he  was 
again  involved  in  the  labyrinth  of  perplexity. 

Next  day  he  waited  on  the  rack  of  impatience 
for  the  hour  of  five  in  the  afternoon,  which  no 
sooner  struck,  than  he  ordered  Pipes  to  attend  him, 
in  case  there  should  be  occasion  for  his  evidence, 
autl  repaired  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  where  he 
liad  not  tarried  five  minutes  before  the  ladies  ap- 
peared. Mutual  corapUraents  being  past,  and  the 
attendant  stationed  at  a  convenient  distance,  Pe- 


366  THE  ADVENTURES  OF 

regrinc  persuaded  tliera  to  sit  down  uponthegrai', 
under  the  shade  of  a  spreading  oa!  ,  tliat  tliey 
might  be  more  at  their  ease;  while  he  stretched 
himself  at  their  feet,  and  desiretl  that  the  paper 
on  Avhich  his  doom  depended  might  Jx? examined. 
Jt  was  accordingly  put  into  tl}e  hands  of  his  fair 
arbitress,  who  read  it  immediately,  with  an  audible 
voice.  The  first  two  words  of  it  were  no  soonei^ 
pronounce<l,  than  he  started  with  great  emotion, 
and  raised  himself  on  his  hand  and  knee,  in  which 
posture  he  listened  to  tlie  rest  of  the  sentence ;  then 
5j>rung  upon  his  feet  in  the  utmost  astonishment, 
aud,  glowing  with  resentment  at  the  same  time, 
exclaimed,  ^  Hell  and  the  devil!  what's  all  that? 
Sure  }ou  make  a  jest  of  me,  madam.'  '  Pray, 
sir,'  said  Sophy,  '  give  me  the  hearing  for  a  few 
mojTients,  and  then  urge  what  you  shall  think  pro- 
per in  your  own  defence.'  Having  thus  cautioned 
him,  she  proceeded  :  but  before  she  liad  finished 
one  half  of  the  performance,  her  gravitj  forsook 
her,  and  she  was  seized  w ith  a  violent  fit  of  laugh- 
ter, in  which  neither  of  the  lovers  could  help 
joining,  notwithstanding  the  resentment  Avhich  at 
that  instant  prevailed  in  tJie  breasts  of  bot'i.  The 
judge,  however,  in  a  little  time  res.nr.ed  her  so- 
lemnitv,  and  having  read  the  remaining  part  of 
til  is  curious  epistle,  all  three  continued  staring  at 
each  other  alternatv  ly  for  the  space  of  half  a  mi- 
nute, and  then  brol  e  forth  at  the  same  instant  into 
another  paroxVsm  of  mirth.  Fvoin  this  unani- 
mous convulsion,  one  would  have  thought  that 
both  partita  were  extremely  well  pleased  with  the 
joke  ;  yet  this  was  by  no  means  the  case. 

Emilia  imagined,  that,  notwithstanding  his  af- 
fected surprise,  her  lover,  in  spite  of  iiimself,  had 
lenewed  the  laugh  at  her  expence,  and,  in  so  do- 
ing, applauded  his  own  mnnainierly  ridicule. 
This  supposition  could  not  fail  of  raising  and  re- 
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\lviii<>-  lior  indii>;na(ion,  wliilo  Peregrine  liiglily 
rescnicd  the  iiulignHy  with   which  he  supposed 
Ji^iinsc If  treated,  in  her  ailenipliiiif  to~^make  hiin 
1  he  (III pe  of  such  a  c^ross  and  hid icrous  artifice. 
'J  his  beiui^  the  situations  of  their  thoughts,  their 
mirth  was  succeeded  by  a  mutual  gloominess  of 
aspect  ;  and  the  judije,  addressing  herself  to  Mr. 
Pickle,  asked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  ofler  "vvhy 
sentence  should  not  be  pronounced  !     '  Madam,' 
answered  the  culprit,  '  1  am  sorry  to  find  myself 
so  low   in  the  opinion  of  3'our  cousin,  as  to  be 
thought   capabkr  of  being  deceived  by  such   a 
shallow  contrivance.'     '  ^aj',  sir,'  said  Emilia, 
"*~T!)e  contrivance  is  your  own ;  and  I  cannot  help 
admiring  your  confidence  in  imputing  it  to  me.' 
'   Upon  my  honour,    Mis^  Emily,'  resumed  our 
hero,  '  you  wrong  my  understanding  as  well  as 
my  h)ve,  in  accusing  me  of  having  written  such  a 
.>,illy  impertinent  performance,  the  very  f^ppear- 
ancc  and  address  of  it  is  so  uidike  the  letter  which 
I  did  niyself  the  honour  to  write,  that  I  dare  say 
my  man,  even  at   this  distance  of  time,  will  re- 
jiiember  tlie  difFcrence.'     So  saying  he  extended 
his  voice,  and  beckoned  to  Pipes,  who  immediate- 
ly drew  near.     His  mistress  seemed  to  object  to 
the  eviuciice,  by  observing  that,  to  be  sure,  Mr. 
Pijx^s  had  Lis  cue  ;  when  Peregrine  begging  she 
would  sj;are  him  ihc.  mortification  of  considering 
liinr  in   such  a  dishonourable  light,    desired  his 
>  alet  to  examine  the  outside  of  the  letter,  and  re- 
collect if  it  was  the  same  which  he  delivered  to 
Miss  Gauntlet  about  two  years  ago.     Pipes  hav- 
ing taken  a  superficial   view  of  it^  pulled  up  his 
breeches,  saying,  '  Mayhap  it  is,   but  we  have 
made  so  many  trips,  and  been  in  so  many  creeks 
and  comers,  since  that  time,  that  I  can't  pretend 
to  be  certain  ;  for  I  neither  keep  journal  nor  log- 
)x>ok  of  our  proceedings.'     Emilia  commejided 
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Jiim  for  his  candour,  at  (he  same  time  darting  a 
sarcastic  look  at  his  master,  as  if  she  thought  lie 
had  tampered  with  his  servant's  integrity  in  vain; 
and  Pero^rhie  began  to  rave  and  to  curse  his  fate 
for  having  subjectetl  him  to  such  mean  suspicion, 
attesting  heaven  antl  earth  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  that,  far  from  having  composed  and  con- 
'  veyed  that  stupid  production,  he  had  never  seen 
it  before,  nor  been  privy  to  the  least  circumstance 
of  the  plan. 

Pipes,  now  for  the  first  time,  perceived  the  mis- 
chief which  he  had  occasioned,  and,  moved  with 
the  transports  of  his  master,  for  whom  he  had  a 
most  inviolable  attachment,  frankly  declared  he 
was  ready  to  make  oath  that  INIr.  Pickle  had  no 
hand  in  the  letter  which  he  delivered.  All  three 
were  amazed  at  this  confession,  the  meaning  of 
which  they  could  not  comprehend.  Peregrine, 
after  some  pause,  leaped  upon  Pipes,  and  seizing 
him  by  the  throat,  exclaimed  in  an  ecstasy  of  rage, 
'  rascal !  tell  me  this  instant  what  became  of  the 
letter  I  intrusted  to  your  care.'  The  patient  valet, 
half  strangled  as  he  was,  squirted  a  collection  of 
tobacco  juice  out  of  one  corner  of  his  mouth,  and 
with  great  deliberation  replilKl,  '  why, — ^burnt  it ; 
you  wouldn't  have  me  give  the  young  woman  a 
thing  that  shook  all  in  the  wind  in  tatters,  would 
you  ?'  The  ladies  interposed  in  behalf  of  tlie  dis- 
tressed squire,  from  whom,  by  dint  of  questions, 
w  hich  he  had  neither  art  nor  inclination  to  evade, 
they  extorted  an  explanation  of  the  whole  affair. 

Such  ridiculous  simplicity  and  innocence  of  in- 
tention appeared  in  the  composition  of  his  expe- 
dient, that  even  the  remembrance  ofall  the  chagrin 
which  it  had  j)roduced  could  not  rouse  their  in- 
dignation, or  enable  them  to  resist  a  third  eruption 
of  laughter,  which  they  tbrtJiwith  underwent. 

Pipes  \t  as  dismissed  w  ilh  many  menacing  in- 
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junctions  to  beware  of  such  conduct  for  the  future ; 
J'^njilia  .stood  witli  a  confusion  of  joy  and  tender- 
ness in  her  countenance ;  Peregrine's  eyes  kindled 
into  rapture,  and  when  Miss  Sophy  pronounced 
the  sentence  of  reconciliation,  advanced  to  his 
mistress,  saying,  '  truth  is  mighty  and  will  pre- 
vail;' then  clasping  her  in  his  arms,  very  impu- 
dently ravished  a  kiss,  which  she  had  not  power 
to  refuse.  Nay,  such  was  the  impulse  of  his  joy, 
that  he  took  the  same  freedom  with  the  lips  of 
Sophy,  calling  her  his  kind  mediatrix  and  guar- 
dian angel,  and  behaved  with  such  extravagance 
of  transport  as  plainly  ey^iced  the  fervour  and 
sincerity  of  his  love. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  repeat  the  tender  protest- 
ations that  were  uttered  on  one  side,  or  describe 
the  bewitching  glances  of  approbation  w  ith  which, 
they  were  received  on  the  other  ;  suffice  it  to  say, 
that  the  endearing  intimacy  of  their  former  con- 
nection was  instantly  renewed,  and  Sophy,  who 
congratulat<"d  them  upon  the  happy  termination 
of  their  quarrel,  favoured  with  their  mutual  con- 
fidence. In  consequence  of  this  happy  pacifica- 
tion, they  deliberated  upon  the  means  of  seeing 
each  other  often  ;  and  as  he  could  not,  without 
some  previous  introduction,  visit  her  openly  at  the 
house  of  her  relation,  they  agreed  to  meet  every 
afternoon  in  the  park,  till  the  next  assembly,  at 
which  he  would  solicit  her  as  a  partner,  and  she 
be  unengaged,  in  expectation  of  his  request.  By 
this  connection  he  would  be  entitled  to  visit  her 
next  day,  and  thus  an  avowed  correspondence 
would  of  course  commence.  This  plan  was  ac- 
tually put  in  execution,  and  attended  Avitli  a  cir- 
cumstance which  had  well  nigh  produced  some 
mischievous  consequence,  had  not  Peregrine's  good 
fortune  been  superior  to  his  discretion. 
Vol.  I.  H 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

He  achieves  an  adventure  at  the  assemlly,  and  quarreli 
uith  his  governor. 

At  the  assembly  were  no  fewer  than  three  gt?ntle- 
men  of  fortune,  who  rivalled  our  lover  in  his  pas- 
sion for  Emilia,  and  who  had  severally  begged 
the  honour  of  dancing  with  her  upon  that  occa- 
sion. She  had  excused  herself  to  each,  on  pre- 
tence of  a  slight  indisposition  that  she  foresaw  would 
detain  her  from  the  ball,  and  desired  they  would 
provide  themselves  with  other  partners.  Obliged 
to  admit  her  excuse,  they  accordingly  followetl  her 
advice;  and  after  they  had  engaged  themselves 
beyond  the  power  of  retracting,  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  see  her  there  unclaimed. 

They  in  their  turn  made  up  to  her,  and  ex- 
pressed their  surprise  and  concern  at  finding  her 
in  the  assembly  unprovided,  ai^er  she  had  declined 
their  invitation ;  but  she  fold  them  that  her  cold 
had  forsaken  her  since  she  had  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing them,  and  that  she  would  rely  upon  accident 
for  a  partner.  Just  as  she  pronounced  these  words 
to  the  last  of  the  three,  Peregrine  advanced  as  an 
utter  stranger,  bowed  with  great  respect,  told  her 
he  understood  she  was  unengaged,  and  would  think 
himself  highly  honoured  in  being  accepted  as  her 
partner  for  the  night ;  and  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  succeed  in  his  application. 

As  they  were  by  far  the  handsomest  and  best 
accomplished  couple  in  the  room,  they  could  not 
fail  of  attracting  the  notice  and  admiration  of  the 
spectator's,  which  inflamed  the  jealousy  of  his  three 
competitors,  who  immediately  entered  into  a  con-f 
spiracy  against  this  gaudy  stranger,  whom,  as 
theix  rivalj  they  resolved  to  affront  in  public.    Pur- 
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srtaiit  to  the  plan  which  they  projected  for  this 
purpose,  the  first  country  dance  was  no  sooner  con- 
cluded, than  one  of  them,  with  his  partner,  took 
place  of  Peregrine  and  Ids  unstress,  contrary  to 
•the  reij^ulation  of  the  ball.  Oar  lover,  imputini^ 
his  behaviour  to  inadvertency,  informed  the  gentle- 
man of  his  mistake,  and  civilly  desired  he  would 
rectify  his  error.  The  other  told  him,  in  an  im- 
perious tone,  that  lie  wanted  none  of  his  advice, 
and  bade  him  mind  his  own  affairs.  Peregrine 
answered  with  some  warmth,  and  insisted  upon 
his  right ;  a  dispute  commenced  ;  high  words  en- 
sued, in  the  course  of  which  our  impetuous  youth, 
hearing  himself  reviled  with  the  appellation  of 
scoundrel,  pulled  off  his  antagonist's  periwig,  and 
flung  it  in  his  face.  The  ladies  immediately  shriek- 
ed, the  gentlemen  interposed,  Emilia  was  seized 
with  a  fit  of  trembling,  and  conducted  to  her  seat 
by  her  youthful  admirer,  who  begged  pardon  for 
having  discomposed  her,  and  vindicated  what  he 
had  done,  by  representing  the  necessity  he  was 
under  to  resent  the  provocation  he  had  received. 

Though  she  could  not  help  owning  the  justice 
of  his  plea,  she  was  not  the  less  concerned  at  the 
dangerous  situation  in  which  he  had  involved  him- 
self, and,  in  the  utmost  consternation  and  anxiety, 
insisted  upon  going  directly  home.  He  could  not 
resist  her  importunities  ;  and  her  cousin  being  de- 
termined to  accompany  her,  he  escorted  them  to 
their  lodgings,  where  he  wished  them  good  night, 
after  having,  in  order  to  quiet  their  apprehensions, 
protested,  that,  if  his  opponent  was  satisfied,  he 
should  never  take  any  step  towards  the  prosecution 
of  the  quarrel.  Meanwhile  the  assembly-room  be- 
came a  scene  of  tumult  and  uproar.  The  person 
who  conceived  himself  injured,  seeing  Peregrine 
retire,  struggled  with  his  companions,  in  order  to 
pursue  and  take  satisfaction  of  our  hero,  whom  he 
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loaded  with  terras  of  abuse,  and  challenged  to 
sini^Ie  combat. 

V  The  director  of  the  ball  held  a  consultation  with 
all  the  subscribers  who  were  present ;  and  it  was 
determined,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  that  the  two 
gentlemen  who  had  occasioned  the  disturbance 
should  be  desired  to  withdraw.  This  resolution 
being  signilied  to  one  of  the  parties  then  present, 
he  made  some  difficulty  of  complying,  but  was 
persuaded  to  submit  by  his  two  confederates,  who 
accompanied  him  to  the  street-door,  where  he  was 
met  by  Peregrine  on  his  return  to  the  assembly. 

This  choleric  gentleman,  who  was  a  country 
squire,  no  sooner  saw  his  rival,  than  he  began  to 
brandish  his  cudgel  in  a  menacing  posture,  when 
our  adventurous  youth,  stepping  back  with  one 
foot,  laid  his  hand  upon  the  hilt  of  his  sword, 
which  he  drew  halfway  out  of  the  scabbard.  This 
attitude,  and  the  sight  of  the  blade,  which  glisten- 
ed by  moonlight  in  his  face,  checked,  in  some 
sort,  the  ardour  of  his  assailant,  who  desired  he 
would  lay  aside  bis  toaster,  and  take  a  bout  with 
him  at  equal  arms.  Peregrine,  who  was  an  ex- 
pert cudgel-player,  accepted  the  invitation ;  then 
exchanging  weapons  with  Pipes,  who  stood  be- 
hind him,  put  himself  in  a  posture  of  defence,  and 
received  the  attack  of  his  adversary,  who  struck 
at  random,  without  either  skill  or  economy.  Pickle 
could  have  beaten  the  cudgel  out  of  his  hand  at  the 
first  blow ;  but  as,  in  that  case,  he  would  have 
been  obliged  in  honour  to  give  immediate  quarter, 
lie  resolved  to  discijiline  his  antagonist  without  en- 
deavouring to  disable  him,  until  he  should  be 
heartily  satisfied  with  the  vengeance  he  had  taken. 
With  this  view  he  returned  the  salute,  and  raised 
such  a  clatter  about  the  squire's  pate,  that  one  who 
had  heard,  without  seeing  the  application,  would 
have  mistaken  the  sound  for  that  of  a  salt-box,  in 
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the  hands  of  a  dexterous  Merry  Andrew,  Ijelong- 
ins;  to  one  of  the  booths  at  Bartholomew  fair. 
Neither  was  this  sahitation  confined  to  Jiis  head; 
his  shoulders,  arms,  thighs,  ancles,  and  ribs,  were 
visitetl  with  amazing  rapidity,  while  Tom  Pipes 
sounded  the  charge  through  his  fist.  Peregrine, 
tired  with  this  exercise,  which  had  almost  bereft 
his  enemy  of  sensation,  at  last  struck  the  decisive 
blow,  in  consequence  of  which  the  squire's  Aveapon 
iiew  out  of  his  grasp,  and  he  allowed  our  hero  to 
J>e  the.  better  man.  Satisfied  with  this  acknow- 
ledgment, the  victor  walked  up  stairs,  with  such 
elevation  of  spirits,  and  insolence  of  mien,  that  no- 
body chose  to  intimate  the  resoluiion  Mhich  had 
been  taken  in  his  absence:  there  having  amused 
himself  for  some  time  in  beholding  the  country 
dances,  he  retreated  to  his  lodging,  where  he  in- 
dulged himself  all  night  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  own  success. 

Next  day,  in  the  forenoon,  he  went  to  visit  his 
partner;  and  the  gentleman  at  whose  house  she 
lived,  having  been  informed  of  his  family  and  con- 
dition, received  him  with  great  courtesy,  as  the 
acquaintance  of  his  cousin  Gauntlet,  and  invited 
him  to  dinner  that  same  day. 

Emilia  was  remarkably  well  pleased,  Avhen  she 
understood  the  issue  of  his  adventure,  which  began 
to  make  some  noise  in  town,  even  though  it  de- 
prived her  of  a  wealthy  admirer.  The  squire  hav- 
ing consulted  an  attorney  about  the  nature  of  the 
dispute,  in  liopes  of  being  able  to  ])rosecute  Pere- 
grine for  an  assault,  found  little  e*»cmiragement  to 
go  to  law  :  he  therefore  resolved'to  pocket  the  in- 
sult and  injury  he  had  undergone,  Imtl  to  discon- 
tinue his  addresses  to  her  who  was  the  cause  of 
both. 

Our  lover  being  told  by  his  mistress,  that  she 
proposed  to  stay  a  fortnight  longer  at  Windsor,  he 
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determined  to  enjoy  her  company  all  that  timr^ 
and  then  to  give  her  a  convoy  to  the  house  of  her 
motlicr,  whom  he  longed  to  see.  In  conscqnence 
of  this  plan,  he  every  day  contrived  some  fresh 
party  of  pleasure  for  the  ladies,  to  whom  he  had 
by  this  time  free  access ;  and  entangled  himself  so 
much  in  the  snares  of  love,  that  he  seemed  quite  en- 
chanted by  Emilia's  charms,  which  were  nou  indeed 
almost  irresistible.  Wliile  he  thus  heedlessly  roved 
in  the  flowery  paths  of  pleasure,  his  governor  at 
Oxford,  alanned  at  the  unusual  duration  of  his 
absence,  went  to  the  young  gentlemen  who  had  ac- 
companied hinv  in  his  excursion,  and  very  earnest- 
ly entreated  them  to  tell  him  what  they  knew  con- 
cerning his.  pujnl.  They  accordingly  gave  him 
an  account  of  the  rencounter  that  hapjjened  be- 
tween Peregrine  and  Miss  Emily  Gauntlet  in  the 
castle,  and  mentioned  circumstances  sufficient  to 
conWnce  him  that  his  charge  was  very  dangerously, 
engaged. 

Far  from  having  an  authority  over  Peregrine, 
IVIr.  Joltcr  durst  not  even  disoblige  him ;  there- 
fore, instead  of  writing  to  the  commodore,  hetf)ok 
horse  immediately,  and  that  same  night  reached- 
AV  indsor,  where  he  found  his  stray  sheep  very, 
much  suqirised  at  his  unexpected  arrival. 

'j'he  governor  tlcsiring  to  liave  some  serious  con- 
versation with  him,  they  shut  themselves  up  in  an 
apartment,  when  JoKer,  with  great  solemnity,  com- 
municated the  cause  of  his  journey,  which  was  no 
other  than  his  concern  for  his  pupil's  welfare ;  and 
very  gravely  undertook  to  prove,  by  mathematical 
(demonstration,  that  this  intrigue,  if  farther  pur- 
sued, would  tend  to  the  young  gentleman's  ruin 
and  disgrace.  This  fiyi^^ular  proj)oshion  raised 
tlie  c\^itjsiij^  of  PeregrincTwTio  })romi.sed  to  yield 
ail  manner  of  attention,  and  desired  him  to  bcffin 
wlfpoiit  further  preamWe. 
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The  jyovcrnor,  eiicouragrd  by  this  appearance 
«r  candour,  expressed  his  satisfaction  in  finding 
hijn  so  open  to  conviction,  and  told  him  he  would 
proceed  upon  iijeometrical  principles.  Then,  hem- 
ming- thrice,  he  observjHl,  that  no  mathematical 
inquiries  could  be  carried  on,  except  upon  certain 
dafa,  or  concession  to  truths,  that  -were  self-evi- 
dent ;  and  therefore  he  must  crave  his  assent  to  a 
few  axioms,  ^vhich  he  was  sure  Mr.  Pickle  would 
sec  no  reason  to  dispute.  *  In  the  first  place  ^lien,' 
said  he,  '  you  will  grant,  I  hope,  that  joutli  and 
discretion  are,  with  respect  to  each  other,  as  two 
parallel  lines,  which,  though  infinitely  produced, 
remain  still  equidistant,  and  will  never  coincide; 
and  then  you  must  allow,  that  passion  acts  upon 
the  human  utiud  in  a  ratio  compounded  of  the' 
acutcncss  of  sense  and  constitutional  heat;  and, 
thirdly,  you  will  not  deny  that  the  angle  of  re- 
morse is  equal  to  that  of  precipitation.  The  poslu- 
liita  being  admitted,'  (added  he,  taking  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  and  draAving  a  parallelogram),  '  let 
youth  be  represented  by  the  right  line  A  B,  and 
discietion  by  another  right  line  C  D,  parallel  to 
the  former.  Complete  the  parallelogram  A  B  C  D, 
and  let  the  point  of  intersection,  B,  represent  per- 
dition. Let  passion,  represented  under  the  letter  C, 
have  a  motion  in  the  direction  C  A.  At  the  same 
time,  let  another  motion  be  communicated  to  it, 
ii\  the  direction  C  D,  it  will  proceed  in  the  diar 
gonal  C  B,  and  describe  it  in  the  same  time  that 
it  would  have  descriljed  the  side  C  A  by  the  first 
:notioa,  or  the  side  C  D  by  the  second.  To  un- 
derstand the  demonstration  of  this  corollar\',  vfxi 
must  premise  this  obvious  principle,  that,  when  a 
body  is  acted  upon  by  a  motion  of  power  parallel 
to  a  right  line  given  in  poshion,  this  power,  or  mo- 
tion, iias  no  effect  to  cau-x  the  body  to  approach- 
towards  that  luic,  or  recede  from  it,  but  to  mo  ve- 
il 4 
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in  a  line  parallel  to  a -right  line  only,  as  appears 
from  tJie  second  law  of  motion  ;  therefore  C  A  be- 
ing parallel  to  D  B,' 

His  pupil  having  listened  to  him  thus  far,  could 
contain  himself  no  longer,  but  interrupted  the  in- 
vestigation Avith  a  loud  laugh,  and  told  him,  that 
his  postulata  put  him  in  mind  of  a  certain  learned 
and  ingenious  gentleman,  who  .undertook  to  dis- 
prove the  existence  of  natural  evil,  and  asked  no 
other  datum  on  which  to  found  his  demonstration, 
but  an  acknowledgment  that  even/  thing  that  is  is 
right.  *  You  may  therefore,'  (said  he,  in  a  peremp- 
tory tone)  '  spare  yourself  the  trouble  of  torturing 
your  invention  ;  for  after  all,  I  am  pretty  certain 
that  I  shall  want  capacity  to  comprehend  the  dis- 
cussion of  your  lemma,  and  consequently  be  obliged 
to  refuse  my  assent  to  your  deduction.' 

Mr.  Jolter  was  disconcerted  at  this  declaration, 
and  so  much  offended  at  Peregrine's  disrespect, 
that  he  could  not  help  expressing  his  displeasure, 
by  telling  him  fiafly,  that  he  was  too  violent  and 
headstrong  to  be  reclaimed  by  reason  and  gentle 
means;  that  he  (the  tutor)  must  be  obliged,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  and  conscience,  to  inform 
th*  commodore  of  his  pupil's  imprudence  ;  that  if 
the  laws  of  this  realm  were  eilectual,  they  would 
take  cognizance  of  the  gipsy  who  had  led  him 
astray  ;  and  observed,  by  way  of  contrast,  that,  if 
such  a  preposterous  intrigue  had  happened  in 
France,  she  would  have  been  clapped  up  in  a  con- 
vent two  years  ago. 

Our  lover's  eyes  kindled  with  indig^nation,  when 
lie  heard  his  mistress  treated  with  such  irreverence. 
He  could  scarce  refrain  from  inliicting  manual 
chastisement  on  the  blasphemer,  whom  he  re- 
proached in  his  wrath  as  an  arrogant  pedant,  with- 
out either  delicacy  or  sense  ;  and  cautioned  him 
against  usin^  any  such  impertinent  freedoms  with- 
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bis  affairs  for  the  future,  on  pain  of  incurring  more 
severe  effects  of  his  resentment. 

i\Ir.  Jolter,  who  entertained  very  high  notions  • 
of  that  veneration  to  which  lie  tiiocight  himself  en- 
tilled  by  his  character  and  qualifications,  had  not 
bore,  without  repining,  his  want  of  intiuence  and 
authority  over  his  pupil,  agauist  whom  he  cherish- 
ed a  particular  grudge  ever  since  the  adventure  of 
the  painted  eye  ;  and  therelbre,  on  this  occasion, 
his  politic  tbrbearance  liad  been  overcome  by  the 
accumulated  luotives  of  his  disgust.  Indeed,  he 
"would  h'lve  resigned  his  charge  with  disdaui,  had 
he  not  been  encouraged  to  persevere,  by  the  hopes 
of  a  good  living  which  Trunnion  had  in  his  gift, 
or  known  liow  to  dispose  of  himself  for  the  pi'^bent 
to  better  advanta^re. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

He  receives  a  letler  from  his  aunt,  breaks  with  the  com* 
modore,  and  dlsubti.ges  the  lieutenant,  who  nevertheless, 
undertakes  his  cauic, 

jVIeanwhile  he  quitted  the  youth  in  high  dud* 
geou,  and  that  same  evening  dispatched  a  letter 
for  Mrs.  Trunnion,  which  was  dictated  by  the 
fir^t  transports  of  his  passion,  and  of  course  replete 
with  severe  anunadveisions  on  the  misconduct  of 
his  pupil. 

lu  consequence  of  this  complaint,  it  was  not 
long  before  Pciegrine  received  an  epistle  from  his 
aunt,  wheicin  she  cominemorated  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  coiiimodore's  benevolence  towards 
him,  w  hen  he  was  helpless  and  forlorn,  deserted 
and  abau  toaed  oy  his  own  parents,  upbraided 
him  fbr  his  misDeh  ivtoui ,  and  neglect  of  his  tutor's 
advice,  aiid  insisted  upon  iiis  breaKing  olf  all  in- 

H  5 
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tercoursc  with  that  girl  who  had  seduced  his  yoiitli, 
as  lie  valued  the  continuance  of  her  affection  and 
her  husband's  regard. 

As  our  lover's  own  ideas  of  generosity  were  ex- 
iremely  refined,  he  was  shocked  at  the  indelicate 
insinuation  of  Mrs.  Trunnion,  and  felt  alLthe  pangs_ 
of  an  ingenuous  miud  that  labours  under  obliga- 
tions to  a  person  whom  il  contemns.  Far  from 
obeying  her  injunction,  or  humbling  himself  by  a, 
submissive  answer  to  her  reprehension,  his  resent- 
uient  buoyed  him  up  above  every  selfish  consi- 
deration ;  he  resolved  to  attach  himself  to  Emilia, 
if  possible,  more  than  ever  ;  and  although  he  was 
tempted  to  punish  the  oiiiciousness  of  J  oiler,  by 
^criminating  upon  his  life  and  conversation,  he 
generously  \vitbstood  tlie  impulse  of  his  passion, 
because  he  knew  that  his  governor  had  no  otlier 
dependence  than  t4ie  good  opinion  of  the  commo- 
dore. He  could  not,  however,  digest  in  silence 
.the  severe  expostulations  of  his  aunt ;  to  which 
he  replied  by  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  her 
Imsband. — 

Sir,  though  my  temper  could  never  stoop  to  offer, 
norj  I  believe,  your  disposition  deign  to  receive,  that 
gross  incense  which  the  illiberal  only  expect,  and  none 
but  tho  base-minded  condescend  to  pay,  my  sentiments 
have  always  done  justice  to  your  generosity,  and  my 
intention  scrupulously  adhered  to  the  dictates  of  my 
duty.  Conscious  of  this  integrity  of  heart,  I  cannot  but 
ssverely  feel  your  lady's  unkind  (I  will  not  call  it  un- 
generous) recapitulation  of  the  favours  I  have  received  ; 
and,  as  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  you  knew  and  apj  rov- 
ed of  her  letter,  I  must  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that,  far 
from  being  swayed  by  menaces  and  reproach,  I  am  de- 
termined to  embrace  the  most  abject  extremity  of  for- 
tuiie,  rather  than  submit  to  such  a  dishonourable  com- 
pulsion. When  I  am  treated  in  a  more  delicate  and  re- 
spectable mamiCT;  I  hope  1  shall  behave  as  becomes, 
Sir^  your  obliged,  p.  pjckle.' 
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Tlio  conimo'.lorc,  who  did  not  understand  those 
nice  (Uslinclions  of  behaviour,  and  dreaded  tlic 
consequence  of  Perea;rine's  amour,  against  vvliicU 
he  was  stranj^dy  prepossessed,  seemed  exasjierated 
at  the  insolence  and  obstinacy  of  his  adopted  son  ; 
to  whose  epistle  he  wrote  the  followin;;^  answer, 
which  was  transmitted  by  the  hands  of  Hatchway, 
who  had  orders  to  bring  the  delinquent  along  with 
lam  to  the  garrison. — 

'  Hark  ye  child,  you  need  not  bring  your  fine  speeches 
to  bear  upon  me.  You  only  expend  your  ammunition 
to  no  purpose.  Your  aunt  told  you  nothing  but  truth  ; 
for  is  is  always  fair  and  honest  to  be  above  board  d'ye 
see.  I  am  informed  as  how  you  are  in  chase  of  a  paint- 
ed galley,  which  will  decoy  you  upon  the  flats  of  de- 
struction, unless  you  keep  a  better  look-out  and  a  surer 
reckoning  than  you  have  hitiierto  d;me  ;  and  I  have  sent 
Jack  Hatchway  to  see  how  the  land  lies,  and  warn  you 
of  your  danger  :  if  so  be  as  you  will  put  about  ship, 
and  let  him  steer  you  into  this  harbour,  you  shall  meet 
with  a  safe  birth  and  friendly  reception  ;  but  if  you  re- 
fuse to  alter  your  course,  you  cr.nnot  expect  any  further 
assistance  from  yours,  as  you  behave, 

HAWSER   TRUNNION.*" 

Peregrine  was  equally  ])ique(i  and  disconcerted 
at  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  which  was  quite  dif- 
fcreat  from  what  he  had  excepted,  and  declared 
in  a  resolute  tone  to  the  lieiitenint,  who  brought 
it,  that  he  might  return  as  soon  as  be  pleased,  for 
he  was  dct(  rmined  to  cansuU  his  own_,iri£liniition, 
an!  remain  for  some  time  longfj'i  where  he  was. 

Hatchway  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  by  all 
tile  arguments  which  his  saji:acity  and  friendship 
coidd  supply,  to  shew  a  lifric  more  deference  for 
the  old  man,  svho  was  by  this  time  rendered  fret- 
f;d  and  peevish  by  the  gout,  which  now  hindered 
ban  from  enjoying  himself  as  usual,  and  who 
raight,  in  his  passion,  take  some  step  very  mucli  ' 
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to  (he  detriment  of  the  young  gentleman,  whom 
he  had  hitherto  considered  as  his  own  son.  Among 
other  remonstrances,  Jack  observed  that  mayhaps 
Peregrine  had  got  under  Emilia's  hatches,  and  did 
not  choose  to  set  her  adrift;  and  if  that  was  the 
case,  he  himself  would  take  charge  of  the  vessel, 
and  see  her  cargo  safely  delivered  ;  for  he  had 
a  respect  for  the  young  woman,  and  his  needle 
pointed  towards  matrimony  ;  and  as,  in  all  pro- 
bability, she  could  not  be  much  the  worse  for  the 
wear,  he  would  make  shift  to  scud  through  life 
with  her  under  an  easy  sail. 

Our  lover  was  deaf  to  all  his  admonitions,  and, 
having  thanked  him  for  this  last  instance  of  his 
complaisance,  repeated  his  resolution  of  adhering 
to  his  tirst  purpose.  Hatchway  having  profited 
so  little  by  mild  exhortations,  assumed  a  more 
peremptory  aspect,  and  plainly  told  him  he  nei- 
ther could  nor  would  go  home  without  him  ;  so 
he  had  best  make  immediate  preparation  for  the 
Toyage. 

Peregrine  made  no  other  reply  to  this  declara- 
tion than  by  a  contemptuous  smile,  and  rose  from 
his  seat  in  order  to  retire ;  upon  which  the  lieuten- 
ant started  up,  and  posting  himself  by  the  door, 
protested,  with  some  menacing  gestures,  that  he 
would  not  sutler  him  to  run  ahead  neither.  The 
other  incensed  at  his  presumption,  m  attempting 
to  detain  him  by  force,  tripped  up  his  wooden 
leg,  and  laid  him  on  his  back  in  a  moment ;  then 
walked  deliberately  towards  the  park,  in  order  to 
indulge  his  reflection,  which  at  that  time  teemed 
with  disagreeable  thoughts.  He  had  not  pro- 
ceeded two  hundred  steps,  when  he  heard  some- 
thing blowing  and  stamping  behind  him  ;  and, 
looking  back,  perceived  the  lieutenant  at  his  heels, 
with  rage  and  indignation  in  his  countenance. 
This  exasperated  seaman,  impatient  of  the  affront 
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he  had  received,  and  forgetting  all  the  circum- 
stances of  their  former  intimacy,  advanced  with 
great  eagerness  to  his  old  friend,  saying, — *  look 
ye,  brother,  you're  a  saucy  boy,  and  if  you  was 
at  sea,  I  would  have  your  backside  brought  to  the 
davit  for  your  disol)edience;  but  as  we  are  on 
shore,  you  and  I  must  crack  a  pistol  at  one  an- 
other ;  here  is  a  brace,  you  shall  take  which  you 
please.' 

Peregrine,  upon  recollection,  was  sorry  for  hav- 
ing been  laid  under  the  necessity  of  disobliging 
honest  Jack,  and  very  frankly  asked  his  pardon 
for  what  he  had  done.  But  this  condescension 
was  misinterpreted  by  the  other,  who  refused  any 
other  satisfaction  but  that  which  an  officer  ought 
to  claim  ;  and,  with  some  irreverent  expressions, . 
asked  if  Perry  was  afraid  of  his  bacon.  The 
youth,  inflamed  at  this  unjust  insinuation,  darted 
a  ferocious  look  at  the  challenger,  told  him  he  had 
paid  but  too  much  regard  to  his  infirmities,  and 
bid  him  walk  forward  to  the  park,  where  he  would 
soon  convince  him  of  his  error,  if  he  thought  his 
concession  proceeded  from  fear. 

About  this  time,  they  were  overtaken  by  Pipes, 
who  having  heard  the  lieutenant's  fall,  and  seen 
him  pocket  his  pistols,  susj^ected  that  there  was  a 
quarrel  in  the  case,  and  followed  him  with  a  view 
of  protecting  his  master.  Peregrine  seeing  him 
arrive,  and  guessing  bis  intention,  assumed  an  air 
of  serenity,  and  pretending  that  he  had  left  his 
handkerchief  at  the  inn,  ordered  his  man  to  ga 
thither  and  fetch  it  to  him  in  the  park,  where  he 
would  find  them  at  his  return.  This  command 
was  twice  repeated  before  Tom  would  take  any 
other  notice  of  the  message,  except  by  shaking  his 
head;  but  being  urged  with  many  threats  and 
curses  to  obedience,  he  gave  them'  to  understand 
that  he  knew  their  drift  too  well  to  trust  them  by 
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themselves.  *  As  for  you,  Lieutenant  Hatchway,'^ 
said  he,  '  I  have  been  vour  ship-mate,  and  know 
you  to  be  a  sailor,  that's  enough;  and  as  for  master, 
I  know  him  to  be  as  good  a  man  as  ever  stepped 
Ix'twixt  stem  and  stern,  whereby,  if  you  have  any 
thing  to  say  to  him,  I  am  your  man  as  the  say  mg 
is.  Here's  my  sappling,  and  I  don't  vahie  your 
crackers  of  a  rope's  end.'  This  oration,  the  long- 
est that  ever  Pipes  Mas  known  to  make,  he  con- 
cluded with  a  flourish  of  his  cudgel,  and  enforced 
with  such  determined  refusals  to  leave  them,  that 
they  found  it  imjjossibie  to  bring  the  cause  to 
mortal  arbitrement  at  that  time,  and  stroUetl  about 
the  park  in  profound  silence;  during  which, 
ihvtchway's  indignation  subsiding,  he  all  of  a  sud- 
den thrust  out  his  hand  as  an  advance  to  recoji- 
ciliation,  which  being  cordially  shaken  by  Pere- 
grine, a  general  pacitication  ensued  ;  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  consultation  about  the  means  of  Extri- 
cating the  youth  from  his  present  perplexity.  Had 
his  disposition  been  like  that  of  nioht  other  young 
men,  it  would  have  Ixx^^n  no  difhcult  task  to  ove - 
coaie  his  difficulties  ;  but  such  was  the  obstinacy 
of  his  pride,  that  he  deemed  himself  bound  in 
honour  to  resent  the  letters  he  had  received  ;  and, 
instead  of  submitting  to  the  pleasure  of  the  com- 
modore, exi)ected  an  acknowledgment  from  him, 
without  which  he  would  listen  to  no  terms  of  ac- 
tiunmoddtion.  '  Had  I  been  his  own  son'  said 
lie,  '  I  should  have  bore  his  reproof,  and  sued  for 
forgiveness ;  but  knowing  myself  to  be  on  the  foot- 
ing of  an  orphan,  who  de])ends  entirely  Uj)oii  his 
benevolence,  I  am  jealous  of  every  thing  that  can 
be  construed  into  disres[Mxt,  and  insist  r.poij  be- 
ing treated  A\;th  the  most  punctual  regard.  I 
shall  now  make  application  to  my  father,  who  is 
obliged  to  provide  for  me  by  the  tio  of  nature, 
as  well  as  the  laws  of  the  land  j  and  it'  he  shall  re- 
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fuse  lo  do  me  justice,  I  can  never  want  employ- 
ment while  men  are  required  for  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice. 

Tile  lieutenant,  alarmed  at  this  intimation,  begg- 
ed he  would  take  no  new  step  until  he  should 
hear  from  him  ;  and  that  very  evening  set  out 
for  the  garrison,  Avliere  he  gave  Trunnion  an 
account  of  the  miscarriage  of  his  negociation,  told 
him  how  highly  Peregrine  was  oflended  at  the  let- 
ter, communicated  tlie  young  gentleman's  senti- 
n\ents  and  resolution,  and,  finally,  assured  him, 
that,  unless  he  should  think  proper  to  ask  paixlon 
for  the  oft'ence  he  had  connnitted,  he  would,  in  all 
ap})earance,  never  more  behold  the  face  of  his 
gotlson. 

The  old  commodore  was  utterly  confounded  at 
this  piece  of  intelligence;  he  had  expected  all  the 
liumility  of  obedience  and  contrition  from  the 
young  man;  andj  instead  of  that,  received  nothing 
but  the  most  indignant  opposition,  and  even  found 
himself  in  the  circumstances  of  an  oflender,  oblig- 
ed to  make  atonement,  or  forfeit  all  correspond- 
ence with  his  lavourite.  These  insolent  condi- 
tions at,  first  tlnew  lihn  into  an  agony  of  wrath, 
and  he  vented  execrations  with  such  rapidity, 
that  he  left  himself  no  time  to  breathe,  and  had 
almost  been  sufibcated  with  his  choler.  He  in- 
veighed bitterly  against  the  ingratitude  of  Pere- 
grine, whom  he  mentioned  with  many  opprobri- 
ous epithets,  and  swore  that  he  ought  to  be  keel- 
hawled  for  his  presumption  ;  but  when  he  began, 
to  reflect  more  coolly  upon  the  spirit  of  the  young 
gentleman,  which  had  already  manifested  itself 
on  many  occasions,  and  listened  to  t!ic  sugges- 
tions of  Hatchway,  whom  he  had  always  consi- 
dered as  an  oracle  in  his  way,  his  resentment  abat- 
ed, and  he  determined  to  take  Perry  into  fav- 
our again ;  this  placability  being  not  a  little  faci* 
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litated  by  Jack's  narrative  of  our  hero's  intrepid 
behaviour  at  the  assembly,  as  well  as  in  the  con- 
test with  him  in  the  park..  But  still  this  plaguy 
amour  occurred  like  a  bugbear  to  his  imagination; 
for  he  held  it  as  an  infallible  maxim,  that  woman 
was  an  eternal  source  of  misery  to  man.  Indeed 
this  apothegm  he  seldom  repeated  since  his  mar- 
riage, except  in  the  company  of  a  very  few  inti- 
mates, to  whose  secrecy  and  discretion  he  could\  / 
trust.  Findmg  Jack  himself  at  a  nonplus  in  the/^f- 
afl'air  of  Emilia,  he  consulted  Mrs.  Trunnion, 
who  was  equally  surprised  and  offended,  when 
she  understood  that  lR;r  letter  did  not  produce  the 
desired  eflect;  and,  after  having  imputed  the 
youth's  obstinacy  to  his  uncle's  unseasonable  in- 
dulgence, had  recourse  to  the  advice  of  the  parson, 
who,  still  with  an  eye  to  his  friend's  advantage, 
counselled  them  to  send  the  young  gentleman  on 
his  travels,  in  the  course  of  which  he  would,  in  all 
probability,  forget  the  amusements  of  his  greener 
years.  The  proposal  was  judicious,  and  imme- 
diately approved,  when  Trunnion,  going  into  his 
closet,  after  divers  efforts,  produced  the  following 
billet,  with  which  Jack  departed  for  Windsor 
that  same  afternoon. — 

*  MY  GOOD  LAD, 

*  If  I  gave  offence  in  my  last  letter,  I'm  sorry  for't, 
d'ye  see;  I  thought  it  was  the  likeliest  way  to  bring 
you  up;  but,  in  time  to  come,  you  shall  have  a  larger 
swing  of  cable.  When  you  can  spare  time>  I  shall  be 
glad  if  you  will  make  a  short  trip,  and  see  your  aunt, 
and  him  who  is  ^ 

Your  loving  godfather  and  humble  servant, 

HAWSER   IRUNNION.' 

p.  S.  If  you  want  money  you  may  draw  upon  me 
payable  at  sight. 
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CHAPTER  xxvr. 


He  become;  melancholy  and  despondent ;  is  favoured  with  et 
condescending  letter  from  his  uncle ;  reconciles  himself  to 
his  governor y  and  sets  out  <with  Emilia  and  her  friend 

far  Mrs,  Gauntlet's  house. 

1  EREGRiNE,  fortificd  as  he  was  Avhli  pride  and 
indignation,  did  not  fail  to  feel  the  smarting  sug- 
gestions of  his  present  situation  ;  after  having 
lived  so  long  in  an  affluent  and  imperious  manner,, 
he  could  ill  brook  the  thoughts  of  submitting  to 
the  mortifying  exigencies  of  life.  All  the  gaudy 
schemes  of  pomp  and  pleasure,  which  his  luxu- 
riant imagination  had  formed,  began  to  dissolve, 
a  train  of  melancholy  ideas  took  possession  of  his 
thoughts,  and  the  prospect  of  losing  Emilia  was 
not  the  least  part  of  his  affliction.  Though  he 
endeavoured  to  suppress  the  chagrin  that  preyed 
upon  his  heart,  he  could  not  conceal  the  disturb- 
ance of  his  mind  fiom  the  penetration  of  that  ami- 
able young  lady,  who  syrnp<ithi7.ed  with  him  in 
her  heart,  though  she  could  not  give  her  tongue^ 
the  liberty  of  asking  the  cause  of  his  disorder; 
for,  notwithstanding  all  the  ardour  of  his  ad- 
dresses, he  never  could  obtain  from  her  thcdeclar- 
ation  of  a  mutual  tiame;  because,  though  he  had- 
hitherto  treated  her  with  the  utmost  reverence  of 
respect,  he  had  never  once  mentiom^d  the  final 
aim  of  his  passion.  However  honourable  she 
stipposed  it  to  be,  she  had  discernment  (^fiouffh  to 
foresee,  that  vanity  or  interest,  co-operaring  with 
(Tie  levity  of  youth,  might  one  day  deprive  her  of 
her  lover,  and  she  was  too  proud  to  give  him  any 
iiandle  of  exulting  at  her  expence.  Ahhough  he 
W'as  received  by  her  with  the  most  distinguished 
civility,  and  even  an  intimacy  of  friendship,  all 
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his  solicitations  could  never  extort  from  her  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  love;  on  the  contrary,  being  of 
a  gay  disposition,  she  sometimes  coquetted  with 
other  admirers,  that  Ins  nfjentinn  thus  whetted 
might  never  abate,  and  that  he  might  see  she  had 
oIBer  resources,  in  cas-c  he  should  flag  in  his  af- 
fection. 

This  being  the  prudential  plan  on  which  she 
acted,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  she  would  con- 
descend to  inquire  into  the  state  of  his  thoughts, 
■when  she  saw  him  thus  affected ;  but  she,  never- 
theless imposed  that  task  on  her  cousin  and  con- 
fident, who,  as  they  walked  together  in  the  park, 
observed  that  he  seemed  to  be  out  of  humour. 
When  this  is  the  case,  such  a  question  generally 
increases  the  disease;  at  least  it  had  that  eflbct 
upon  Peregrine,  who  replied  somewhat  peevishly, 
'I  assure  you,  madam,  you  never  was  more  mistaken 
in  your  observations.' — '  I  think  so  too,'  said  Emi- 
lia, for  I  never  saw  INIr.  Pickle  in  higher  spirits.' 
This  ironical  encomium  completed  his  confusion  ; 
he  aflccted  to  smile,  but  it  was  a  smile  of  anguish, 
and  in  his  heart  he  cursed  the  vivacity  of  both. 
He  could  not  for  his  soul  recollect  himself  so  as  to 
utter  one  connected  sentence;  and  the  suspicion 
that  they  observed  every  circumstance  of  his  be- 
Imviour,  threw  such  a  damp  on  his  spirits,  t'aat 
lie  was  quite  overwhehned  with  shame  and  resent- 
ment, when  Sophy,  casting  her  eyes  towards  the 
gate,  said,  '  j'onder  is  your  servant,  Mr.  Pickle, 
with  another  man  who  seems  to  have  a  wooden 
leg.'  Peregrine  started  at  this  intelligence,  and 
immediately  under\vcnt  sundry  changes  of  com- 
plexion, knowing  that  his  fate  in  a  great  measure 
depended  uj)on  the  information  he  would  receive 
from  his  friend. 
'  Hatchway  advancing  to  the  company,  after  a 
brace  of  sea  bows  to  the  ladies,. took  the  youilii 
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aside,  and  put  (he  commodore's  letter  into  liis 
hand,  Avhich  threw  hun  into  such  an  agitiition, 
that  he  coulil  scarce  pronounce  '  ladies,  will  you 
give  nic  leave  ?'  When,  in  consequence  of  their 
j)ermission,  he  attempted  to  open  the  billet,  he 
fumbled  with  such  manifest  disorder,  that  his  mis- 
tress, who  watched  his  motions,  began  to  think 
there  Mas  somechin<^'  very  interesting  in  the  mes- 
sage; and  so  much  was  she  atlected  with  his  con- 
cern, that  she  was  fain  to  turn  her  head  another 
way,  and  wipe  the  tears  from  her  lovely  eyes. 

Meanwhile  Peregrine  no  sooner  read  the  first 
sentence,  than  his  countenance,  which  before  was 
overcast  with  a  deep  gloom,  began  to  be  liglited 
up,  and  every  feature  unbending  by  degrees,  he 
recovered  his  serenity.  Having  penised  the  letter, 
his  eyes  sparkling  with  joy  and  gratitude,  he  Img- 
ged  the  lieutenant  in  his  arms,  and  presented  liira 
to  the  ladies  as  one  of  his  best  friends.  Jack  met 
with  a  most  gracious  reception,  and  sluxjk  Emilia 
by  the  hand,  telling  her,  with  the  familiar  appel- 
lation of  old  acquaiilance,  that  he  did  not  care 
how  soon  he  was  master  of  such  another  clcan-go- 
i;ig  frigate  as  herself. 

Tiie  whole  company  partook  of  this  favourable 
cliange  that  evidently  appeared  in  our  h)ver's  re- 
collection, and  enlivened  his  conversation  with 
such  an  uncommon  How  of  sj)rightliness  anil  good 
hnmour,  as  even  made  an  impression  on  the  iron 
couutenance  of  Pipes  himself,  who  actually  smiled 
with  satisfaction  a^^  he  walked  behind  thetn. 

The  evening  Ixnng  pretty  far  advanced,  they 
directed  their  coursii  homeward  ;  and  while  the 
valet  attemled  Hatchway  to  the  inn,  Peregrine 
escorted  the  ladies  to  their  lodgings,  where  he  own- 
ed the  justness  of  Sojjliy's  reiuurk,  in  saying  he  was 
out  of  humour,  and  told  them  he  had  been  ex- 
tr/imely  chagrined  at  a  diflerciicc  which  had  liap- 
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pened  between  liira  and  his  uncle,  to  \>liom  (by 
the  letter  which  they  had  seen  him  receive)  he  now 
found  himself  happily  reconciled. 

Having  received  their  congratulations,  and  de- 
clined staying  to  sup  with  them,  on  account  of 
the  longing  desire  he  had  to  converse  with  his 
friend  Jack,  he  took  his  leave,  and  rejjaired  to  the 
inn,  where  Hatchway  informed  him  of  every  thing 
that  had  happened  in  the  garrison  upon  his  re- 
presentations. Far  from  being  disgusted,  he  was 
perfectly  well  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  going 
abroad,  which  flattered  his  vanity  and  ambition, 
gratified  his  thirst  after  knowledge,  and  indulged 
f^^that  turn  for  observation^  Jor  wJiirh  he  l^a^l  been 
L^femarkable  from Jn^^m^tst^en^deryefirs.  i^elfher 
did  he  believe  a  short~absence  would  tend  to  the 
prejudice  of  his  love,  but,  on  the  contrary,  enhance 
the  value  of  his  heart,  becauMj  he  should  return 
better  accomplished,  and  consequently  a  more  wel- 
come offering  to  his  mistress,  i^levated  with  these 
sentiments,  his  heart  dilated  with  joy,  and  the 
sluices  of  his  natural  benevolence  being  opened  by 
this  happy  turn  of  his  allkirs,  he  sent  his  compli- 
ments to  Ml.  Joiter,  to  whom  he  had  not  spoken 
during  a  \\  hole  week,  anil  desired  he  would  favour 
Mr.  Halchway  andhi.n  wuh  his  company  at  s;ipi>cr. 
The  governor  whs  not  weak  enough  to  decline 
this  invitation ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  forth- 
witli  appeared,  and  was  cordially  welcomed  by 
the  relenting  pupil,  who  expressed  his  sorrow  for 
the  misunderstanding  which  had  prevailed  be- 
tween them,  and  assured  him,  that,  for  thefiiture,' 
he  would  avoid  giving  him  any  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint. Joiter,  who  did  not  want  affection,  was 
melted  by  this  acknowledgment,  which  he  could 
not  have  expected,  and  earnestly  protested,  that 
his  chier  study  had  always  been,  and  ever  should 
be,  to  promote  Mr.  Pickle's  intcij^t  and  happiness. 
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The  best  part  of  the  night  being  spent  in  the  cir- 
culation of  a  cheerful  glass,  the  company  broke 
up  ;  and  next  morning  Peregrine  went  out  with  a 
view  of  making  his  mistress  acquainted  with  his 
uncle's  intention  of  sending  him  out  of  the  king- 
dom for  his  improvement,  and  of  saying  every 
filing  which  lie  thought  necessary  for  the  interest 
of  his  love.  He  found  her  at  breakfast  with  her 
cousin  ;  and,  as  he  was  very  full  of  the  subject  of 
Lis  visit,  had  scarce  fixed  himself  in  his  seat, 
when  he  brought  it  upon  the  carpet,  by  asking, 
w  ith  a  smile,  il'  the  ladies  had  any  commands  for 
Paris  ?  Emilia,  at  this  question  began  to  stare,  and 
her  confident  desired  to  know  who  was  going  thi- 
ther ?  He  no  sooner  gave  them  to  understand  that 
he  himself  intended  in  a  short  time  to  visit  that 
capital,  than  his  mistress,  with  great  precipitation, 
wished  him  a  good  journey,  and  aflected  to  talk 
with  indifterence  about  the  pleasures  he  would  en- 
joy in  France  :  but  when  he  seriously  assured 
Sophy,  who  asked  if  he  was  in  earnest,  that  his 
uncle  actually  insisted  upon  his  making  a  short 
tour,  the  tears  gushed  in  poor  Emilia's  eyes,  and 
she  was  at  great  pains  to  conceal  her  concern,  by 
observing  that  the  tea  was  so  scalding  hot,  as  to 
make  her  eyes  water.  This  pretext  was  too  thin 
to  impose  upon  her  lover,  or  even  deceive  the  ob- 
servation of  her  friend  Sophy,  who,  after  break- 
fast, took  an  opportunity  of  quitting  the  room. 

Thus  left  by  themselves.  Peregrine  imparted  to 
her  what  he  had  learned  of  the  commodore's  in- 
tention, without,  liowever,  mentioning  a  syllable 
of  his  being  offended  at  their  correspondence,  and 
accompanied  his  information  with  such  fervent 
vows  of  eternal  constancy  and  solemn  promises  of 
a  speedy  return,  that  Emilia's  heart,  which  had 
l3een  invaded  by  a  suspicion  that  this  scheme  of 
travelling  was  the  effect  of  her  lover's  inconstancy. 
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tx^^an  to  be  more  at  ease ;  and  she  could  not  help 
sKtrnifvipy  her  approbation  of  his  design. 

This  affair  being  amicably  compromised,  he 
asked  how  soon  she  proposed  to  set  out  for  het 
mother's  house ;  and  understanding  that  her  de- 
parture was  fixed  for  next  day  but  one,  and  that 
her  cousin  Sophy  intended  to  accompany  her  in 
her  father's  chariot,  he  repeated  his  intention  of 
attending  her.  In  the  meantime  he  dismissed 
his  governor  and  the  lieutenant  to  the  garrison, 
with  his  compliments  to  his  aunt  and  the  commo- 
dore, and  a  faithful  promise  of  his  being  with 
them  in  six  days  at  farthest. 

These  previous  measures  being  taken,  he,  at- 
tended by  Pipes,  set  out  with  the  ladies ;  and  they 
had  also  a  convoy  for  twelve  miles  from  Sophy's 
father,  who  at  parting  recommended  them  piously 
to  the  care  of  Peregrine,  with  whom,  by  this  time, 
he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

They  meet  with  a  dreadful  alarm  on  the  road. . . .  arrives 
at  their  journey's  end.  .  . .  Peregrine  is  introduced  to 
Emily's  brother. . . .  these  two  young  gentlemen  mis» 
understand  each  other. .  . .  Pickle  departs  for  the  gar- 
rison. 

As  they  travelled  at  an  easy  rate,  they  had  per- 
formed something  more.than  one  half  of  their  jour- 
ney, when  they  were  Nbciiighted  near  an  inn,  at 
which  they  resolved  to  lodge:  the  accommodation 
was  very  good  ;  they  supped  together  with  great 
mirth  and  enjoyment,  and  it  was  not  till  after  he 
had  been  warned  by  the  yawns  of  the  ladies,  that 
be  conducted  them  to  their  apartment ;  where  wish- 
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mg  tlicm  good  night,  he  retired  to  his  own,  and 
"vvcnt  to  rest. 

The  house  was  crowded  with  country  people 
who  had  been  at  a  neighbouring  fair,  and  now  re- 
galed themselves  with  ale  and  tobacco  in  the  yard ; 
so  tliat  their  consideration,  wliich  at  any  time  was 
but  slender,  being  now  overwhelmed  by  this  de- 
bauch, they  staggered  into  their  respective  ken- 
nels, and  left  a  lighted  candle  sticking  to  one  of 
the  wooden  pillars  that  supportal  the  gallery. 
The  flame  in  a  little  time  laid  hold  on  the  wood, 
which  was  as  dry  as  tinder,  and  the  whole  gallery 
was  on  tire,  when  Peregrine  suddenly  awaked, 
and  found  himself  almost  suffocated.  He  sprung 
up  iu  an  instant,  slipped  on  his  breeches,  and 
throwing  open  the  door  of  his  chamber,  saw  the 
whole  entry  in  a  blaze. 

Heavens  !  what  were  the  emotions  of  his  soul, 
when  he  beheld  the  volumes  of  flame  and  smoke 
rolling  towards  the  room  where  his  dear  Emilia 
lay !  Regardless  of  his  own  danger,  he  darted  him- 
self through  the  thickest  of  the  gloom,  when  knock- 
ing hard,  and  calling  at  the  same  time  to  the  la- 
dies, with  the  most  anxious  entreaty  to  be  admit- 
ted, the  door  was  opened  by  Emilia  in  her  shift, 
who  asked,  with  the  utmost  trepidation,  what  was 
the  matter  ?  He  made  no  reply,  but  snatching  her 
up  in  his  arms,  like  another  iEneas,  bore  her 
through  the  flames  to  a  place  of  safety  ;  where, 
leaving  her  before  she  could  recollect  herself,  or 
pronounce  one  word,  but '  alas !  my  cousin  Sophy !' 
he  flew  back  to  the  rescue  of  that  young  lady,  and 
found  her  already  delivered  by  Pipes,  who,  hav- 
ing been  alarmed  by  the  smell  of  fire,  had  got  up, 
rushed  immediately  to  the  chamber  where  he  knew 
these  companions  lodged,  and  (Emily  being  saved 
by  her  lover)  brought  oft"  Miss  Sophy  with  the 
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loss  of  his  ovm  shock  head  of  hair,  which  was 
singed  off  in  his  retreat. 

By  this  time  the  whole  inn  was  alarmed  ;  every 
lodger,  as  well  as  servant,  exerted  himself,  in  or- 
der to  stop  the  progress  of  this  calamity  ;  and  there 
being  a  well  replenished  horse-pond  in  the  yard, 
in  lest  than  an  hour  the  fire  was  totally  extinguish- 
ed, without  having  done  any  other  damage  than 
that  of  consuming  about  two  yards  of  the  wooden 
gallery. 

All  this  time  our  young  gentleman  closely  at- 
tended his  fair  charge,  each  of  whom  had  swoon- 
ed with  apprehension  ;  but  as  their  constitutions 
were  good,  and  their  spirits  not  easily  dissipated, 
when  upon  reflection  they  found  themselves  and 
their  company  safe,  and  tiikt  the  flames  were  hap- 
pily quenched,  the  tumult  of  their  fears  subsided, 
they  put  on  their  clothes,  recovered  their  good 
humour,  and  began  to  rally  each  other  on  the  trim 
in  which  they  had  been  secured.  Sophy  observ- 
ed, that  now  Mr.  Pickle  had  an  indisputable  claim 
to  her  cousin's  affection  ;  and  therefore  she  ought 
to  lay  aside  all  affected  reserve  for  the  future,  and 
frankly  avow  the  sentiments  of  her  heart.  Emily 
retorted  the  argument,  putting  her  in  mind,  that, 
by  the  same  claim,  Mr.  Pipes  was  entitled  to  the 
like  return  from  her.  Her  friend  admitted  the 
force  of  the  conclusion,  provided  she  could  not 
find  means  of  satisfying  her  deliverer  in  another 
shape ;  and  turning  to  the  valet,  who  happened 
to  be  present,  asked,  if  his  heart  was  not  otherwise 
engaged  ?  Tom,  who  did  not  conceive  the  mean- 
ing of  the  question,  stood  silent  according  to  cus- 
tom ;  and  the  interrogation  being  repeated,  answer- 
ed, with  a  grin,  *  heart  whole  as  a  biscuit,  I'll 
assure  you,  mistress.'  *  What  !'  said  Emilia, 
*  have  you  never  been  in  love,  Thomas  ?'  '  yes,  for- 
sooth,'   (replied   the  valet,  without   hesitation), 
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*  sometimes  of  a  morning.'  Peregrine  could  not 
lielp  laughing,  and  his  mistress  looked  a  li(tl(;dis- 
conceitwl  at  this  blunt  repartee  ;  while  Sopliy 
slipping  a  purse  into  his  haud,  told  him  there  was 
something  to  purchase  a  periwig.  Tom,  Jiavuig 
consuKal  his  master's  eyes,  refused  the  present, 
.saying,  '  no,  thank  ye  as  mucli  as  if  I  did.'  And 
though  she  insisted  upon  his  putting  it  in  his 
po<:kct,  as  a  small  testimony  of  her  gratitude,  he 
could  not  be  prevaiUxl  upon  to  avail  himself  of 
her  generosity  ;  but,  following  her  to  the  other  end 
of  tlie  ro(mi,  thrust  it  ijito  her  sleeve  without  cere- 
mony, exclaiming, — '  I'll  be  damn'd  to  hell  if  I 
do.'  Peregrine  having  checked  him  for  his  boorish 
behaviour,  sent  hun  out  of  the  room,  and  begged 
that  Miss  Sophy  would  not  endeavour  to  debauch 
tlie  morals  of  his  servant,  who,  rough  and  uncul- 
tivated as  he  was,  had  sense  enough  to  perceive 
that  he  liad  no  pretension  to  any  such  acknow- 
ledgment. But  she  argued  with  great  vehemence 
that  she  should  never  be  able  to  make  an  acknow- 
ledgment adequate  to  the  service  he  had  done  her, 
and  that  she  should  never  be  perfectly  easy  in  her 
own  mind,  imtil  she  found  some  opportunity  of 
manifesting  (lie  sense  she  had  of  the  obligation  : 
*  I  do  not  pretend,'  said  she, '  to  reward  Mr.  Pipes ; 
but  I  shall  be  absolutely  unhappy,  unless  I  am  al- 
lowed to  give  him  some  token  of  my  regard.' 

Peregiiiie,  thus  earnestly  solicited ,  desired  that, 
since  she  was  bent  upon  displajung  her  generosity, 
she  would  not  bestow  upon  him  any  pecuniary 
gratihcation,  but  honour  him  with  so:ne  trinket, 
as  a  maxk  of  consideration  ;  because  he  hmiself 
liad  such  a  particular  value  for  the  fellow,  on  ac- 
count of  his  attachment  and  fidelity,  that  he  should 
be  sorry  to  see  him  treated  on  the  footing  of  a  com- 
mon mercenary  domestic. 

There  w  as  not  one  jewerin  the  possession  of  this 
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grateful  young  lady,  lliat  she  would  not  have  glad- 
ly given  as  a  recom pence,  or  badge  of  distinction, 
to  her  rescuer  ;  but  his  master  pitched  upon  a  seal 
ring  of  no  great  value,  that  hung  at  her  watch, 
and  Pipes  bemg  called  in,  had  permission  to  ac- 
cept that  testimony  of  Miss  Sophy's  favour.  Tom 
received  it  accordingly  with  sundry  scrapes,  and, 
having  kissed  it  with  great  devotion,  put  it  on  his 
little  finger,  and  strutted  off,  extremely  proud  of 
his  acquisition. 

Emilia,  with  a  most  enchanting  sweetness  of  as- 

Eect,  told  her  lover,  that  he  had  instructed  her 
ow  to  behave  towards  him ;  and  taking  a  dia- 
mond ring  from  her  finger,  desired  he  would  wear 
it  for  her  sake.  He  received  the  pledge  as  became 
him,  and  presented  another  in  exchange,  which 
she  at  first  refused,  alleging,  that  it  would  destroy 
the  intent  of  her  acknowledgment ;  but  Peregrine 
assured  her,  he  had  accepted  her  jewel,  not  as  a 
proof  of  her  gratitude,  but  as  the  mark  of  her  love ; 
and  that,  if  she  refused  a  mutual  tol^en.  he  should 
look  upon  himself  as  the  object  of  her  disdain. 
Her  eyes  kuulled,  and  her  cheeks  glowed,  with 
resentment,  at  this  impudent  intimation,  which 
she  considered  as  an  unseasonable  ijisult ;  and  the 
young  gentleman,  perceiving  her  emotion,  stood 
corrected  for  his  temerity,  and  asked  pardon  for 
the  liberty  of  his  remonstrance,  which  he  hoped 
she  would  ascribe  to  the  prevalence  of  that  prin- 
ciple alone  which  he  had  always  taken  pride  in 
avowing. 

Sophy,  seeing  him  disconcerted,  interposed  in 
his  behalf,  and  chid  her  cousin  for  having  prac- 
tised such  unnecessary  atfectation  ;  upon  which 
Emilia,  softened  into  compliance,  held  out  her 
finger  as  a  signal  of  her  condescension.  Peregrine 
put  on  the  rmg  with  great  eagerness,  mumbled  her 
soft  white  hand  in  an  ecstacy  which  would  not  al- 
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low  Jiim  to  confine  his  embraces  to  that  linil),  but 
urj^ed  hira  to  seize  licr  by  the  waist,  and  snatch  a 
delicious  kiss  from  her  love-pout in<j^  lips  ;  nor 
would  he  leave  her  a  butt  to  the  ridicule  of  Sophy, 
on  whose  mouth  he  instantly  committed  a  rape  of 
the  same  nature ;  so  that  the  two  friends,  coun- 
tenanced by  each  other,  reprehended  hira  with 
such  gentleness  of  rebuke  that  he  was  almost 
tempted  to  repeat  the  ofience. 

The  mornuig  being  now  lighted  up,  and  the 
servants  of  the  inn  on  foot,  he  ordered  some  cho- 
colate for  breakfast,  and,  at  the  desire  of  the  ladies, 
sent  Pipes  to  see  the  horses  fed,  and  the  chariot 
prepared,  while  he  went  to  the  bar,  and  discharg- 
ed the  bill. 

These  measures  being  taken,  they  set  out  about 
five  o'clock,  and  having  refreshed  themselves  and 
their  cattle  at  another  inn  on  the  road,  proceeded 
In  the  afternoon.  Without  meeting  with  any  other 
accident,  they  safely  arrived  at  the  place  of  their 
destination,  where  Mrs.  Gauntlet  expressed  her 
joy  at  seeing  her  old  friend  JNIr.  Pickle,  whom, 
iioM  ever,  she  kindly  reproachetl  for  the  long  dis- 
contiiuiance  of  his  regard.  Without  explaining 
the  cause  of  that  interruption,  he  protested,  that 
his  love  and  esteem  had  never  been  discontinued, 
and  that,  for  the  future,  he  should  omit  no  occa- 
sion of  tr§^f^4"g'  how  much  he  had  her  friendship 
at  heart.  She  then  made  him  acquainted  with  her 
son,  who  at  that  time  was  in  the  house,  being  ex- 
cused from  his  duty  by  furlough. 

This  young  man,  whose  name  was  Godfrey,  was 
about  the  age  of  twenty,  of  a  middling  size,  vigor- 
ous make,  remarkably  well  shaped,  and  the  scars 
of  the  small  pox,  of  which  he  bore  a  good  number, 
added  a  peculiar  manliness  to  the  air  of  his  coun- 
tenance. His  capacity  was  good,  and  his  disposi- 
tion naturally  frank  and  easy ;  but  he  had  been 
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a  soldier  from  his  infancy,  and  his  education  was 
altogether  in  the  military  style.  He  looked  upon 
taste  and  letters  as  mere  pedantry,  beneath  the  con- 
sideration of  a  gentleman  ;  and  every  civil  station 
of  life  as  mean,  when  compared  witJi  the  profes- 
sion of  arms.  He  had  made  great  progress  in  the 
gymnastic  sciences  of  glancing,  fencing,  and  rid- 
ing, played  perfectly  well  on  the  German  flute,  and, 
above  all  things,  valued  himself  upon  a  scrupulous 
observance  of  all  the  points  of  honour. 

Had  Peregrijie  and  he  considered  themselves  up- 
on equal  footing,  in  all  probability  they  would 
have  immediately  entered  into  a  league  of  inti- 
macy and  friendship  :  but  this  sulEcient  soldier 
looked  upon  his  sister's  admirer  as  a  young  stud- 
ent, raw  from  tl»c  university,  and  utterly  ignor- 
ant of  mankind  ;  while  Squire  Pickle  beheld  God- 
frey in  the  light  of  a  needy  volunteer,  greatly  in- 
terior to  himself  in  fortune,  as  well  as  every  other 
accomplishment.  This  mutual  misunderstanding 
could  not  fail  of  producing  animosities.  The  very 
next  day  after  Peregrijie's  arrival,  some  sharp  re- 
partees passed  between  tliem  in  presence  of  the 
latlics,  before  whom  each  endeavoured  to  assert  his 
own  superiority.  In  these  contests  our  hero  never 
failed  of  obtaining  the  victory,  because  his  genius 
was  more  acute,  and  his  talents  better  cultivated 
than  those  of  his  antagonist,  who  tiierefore  t<x)k 
umbrage  at  his  success,  became  jealous  of  his  re- 
putation, and  began  to  treat  him  with  m^^s  of 
scorn  and  disrespect. 

His  sister  saw,  and  dreading  the  consequence  of 
his  ferocity,  not  only  took  him  to  task  in  private 
for  his  impolite  behaviour,  but  also  entreated  her 
lover  to  make  allowances  tor  the  roughness  of  her 
brother's  education.  He  kindly  assured  her,  that, 
whatever  pains  it  might  cost  him  to  vanquish  his 
own  impetuous  temper,  he  would  for  her  sake  en- 
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tliire  all  the  mortifications  to  which  her  brother's 
arrogance  might  expose  him  ;  and,  after  having 
staved  Avith  lier  two  days,  and  enjoyed  several  pri- 
vate interviews,  during  which  he  acted  the  part 
of  a  most  passionate  lover,  he  took  his  leave  of 
Mrs.  Gauntlet  over  night,  and  told  the  young  ladies 
he  would  call  early  next  morning  to  bid  them  fare- 
Avel.  lie  did  not  neglect  this  piece  of  duty,  and 
found  Ihe  two  friends  and  breakfast  already  pre- 
pared in  the  ]>arlour.  All  three  being  extremely 
aflected  with  the  thoughts  of  parting,  a  most  pa- 
thetic silence  for  some  time  prevailed,  till  Pere- 
grine put  an  end  to  it,  by  lamenting  his  fate,  in 
being  obliged  to  exile  himself  so  long  from  the  dear 
object  of  his  most  interesting  wish.  He  begged, 
with  the  most  earnest  supplications,  that  she  would 
now,  in  consideration  of  tlie  cruel  absence  he  must 
sufier,  give  him  the  consolation  which  she  had 
hitherto  refused,  namely,  that  of  knowing  he  pos- 
sessed a  place  within  her  heart.  The  confident 
seconded  his  request,  representing,  that  it  was  now 
no  time  to  disguise  her  sentiments,  when  her  lover 
was  about  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  might  be  in 
danger  of  contracting  other  connections,  unless  he 
"was  confirmed  in  his  constancy,  by  knowing  how 
far  he  could  depend  npon  her  love ;  and,  in  short, 
bhe  Avas  plied  with  such  irresistible  importuni- 
ties, that  she  answered,  in  the  utmost  confusion, — 
'  though  I  have  avoided  literal  acknowledgments, 
methinks  the  circumstances  of  my  behaviour  might 
have  convinced  i\lr.  Pickle  that  I  do  not  regard 
him  as  a  common  acquaintance.'  '  INIy  charming 
Emily  !'  (cried  the  impatient  lover,  throwing  him- 
self at  her  feet),  '  Avhy  Avill  you  deal  out  my  hap- 
piness in  such  scanty  portions  ?  why  will  you  thus 
mince  the  declaration  Avhich  would  overwiielm  ine 
•with  ])leasure,  and  cheer  my  lonely  reflection, 
vhile  I  siffh  amid  the  solitude  of  separation  ?'  His 
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fair  mistress,  melted  by  this  image,  replied  with 
the  tears,  gushing  from  her  eyes, — '  I'm  afraid  I 
shall  fell  that  separation  more  severely  than  you 
imagine.'  Transported  at  this  flattering  confes- 
sion, he  pressed  her  to  his  breast,  and,  while,  her 
head  reclined  upon  his  neck,  mingled  his  tears 
with  hers  in  great  abundance,  breathing  tlie  most 
tender  vows  of  eternal  fidelity.  The  gentle  heart 
of  Sophy  could  not  bear  this  scene  unmoved  ;  she 
■wept  with  sympathy,  and  encouraged  the  Ipvers 
to  resign  themselves  to  the  will  of  fate,  and  support 
their  spirits  with  the  hope  of  meeting  agaui  on 
happier  terms.  Finally,  after  mutual  promises, 
exhortations,  and  endearments,  Peregrine  took  his 
leave,  his  heart  being  so  full,  that  he  could  scarce 
pronounce  the  word  adieu  !  and,  mounting  his 
horse  ait  the  door,  set  out  with  Pipes  for  the  gar- 
rison. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Peregrine  is  overtake?!  ly  Mr.  Gmaitlet,  with  whom  he 
Jights  a  duel,  and  contracts  an  intimate  friendship. 
....  He  arrives  at  the  garrison,  znd  finds  his  mother 
as  implacable  as  ever. .  . .  He  is  insulted  ly  his  brother 
Gam,  whose  preceptor  he  disciplines  with  a  horse-whip. 

In  order  to  expel  the  melancholy  images  that  took 
possession  of  his  fancy,  at  parting  from  his  mis- 
tress, he  called  in  the  llattering  ideas  of  those  plea- 
sures he  expected  to  enjoy  in  France ;  and,  before 
lie  had  rode  ten  miles,  his  imagination  was  cflec- 
tually  amused. 

While  he  thus  prosecuted  his  travels  by  antici- 
pation, and  indulged  himself  in  all  the  insolence 
of  hope,  at  the  turning  of  a  lane  he  was  all  of  a 
sudden  overtaken  by  Emilia's  brother  on  horse- 
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back,  ulio  toltl  liim  he  was  ridinj^  the  same  way, 
and  shouUl  be  glad  of  his  company. 

This  young  gentleman,  whethc^r  prompted  by 
])ersonal   pique,  or  nclnated  Avilh  zeal  lor  the  lio- 
iiour  of  his  tamih',  had  followed  our  hero,  with  it 
view  of  obliging  him  to  ex})lain  the  nature  of  his 
altachinent  to  his  sister.     Peregrine  returned  his 
compliment  with  such  disdauiful  civility,  as  gave 
him  room  to  believe  that  he  suspected  his  errand  ; 
and,  therefore,  without  further  preamble,  he  de- 
clared his  business,  in  these  words  : — '  Mf;  Pickle, 
you  have  carried  on  a  correspondence  with  my 
sister  for  some  time,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
the  nature  of  it.'     To  this  question  our  lover  re- 
plied,— '  sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  Avhat  title 
you  have  to  demand  that  satisfaction.'     '  Sir,' 
answered  the  other,  '  I  demand  it  in  the  capacity 
of  a  brother,  jealous  of  his  own  honour,  as  well  as 
of  his  sister's  reputation  ;  and,  if  your  intentions 
are  honourable,  you  will  not  refuse  it.'    *  8ir,'  said 
Peregrine,  *  I  am  not  at  present  disposed  to  appeal 
to  your  opinion  for  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions; 
and  I  think  you  assume  a  little  too  much  import- 
ance, in  pretending  to  judge  my  conduct.'     '  Sir,' 
replied  the  soldier,  '  I  pretend  to  judge  the  con- 
duct of  every  man  who  interferes  with  my  concerns, 
and  even  to  chastise  him,  if  1  think  he  acts  amiss.' 
'  Chastise!'  (cried  the  youth,  with  indignation  in 
his  looks),  '  sure  you  dare  not  apply  that  term  to 
me!'  '  You  are  mistaken,'  said  Godfrey  ;   '  I  dare 
do  any  thing  that  becomes  the  character  of  a  gen- 
tleman.'    '  Gentleman!   God  wot  !'    (replied  the 
other,  looking  contemptuously  at  his  equipage, 
which  was  none  of  the  most  superb),  '  a  very  pretty 
gentleman  truly  !'  The  soldier's  wrath  was  inflamed 
by  this  ironical  repetition,  the  contempt  of  which 
his  conscious  poverty  made  him  feel ;  and  he  call- 
ed his  antagonist  presumptuous  boy !  insolent  up- 
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start !  -with  otlier  epithets,  \vhicli  Perry  retorted 
•vvitli  great  bitterness.  A  formal  challenge  having 
passed  between  them,  they  alighted  at  the  first 
inn,  and  walked  inio  the  next  field,  in  order  to 
decide  their  quarrel  by  the  sword.  Having  pitch- 
ed upon  the  spot,  helped  to  pull  off  each  other's 
l>oots,  and  laid  aside  their  coats  and  waistcoats, 
Mr.  Gauntlet  told  his  opponent,  that  he  himself 
was  looked  upon  in  the  army  as  an  expert  swords- 
man ;  and  that,  if  Mr.  Pickle  had  not  made  that 
science  his  particular  study,  they  should  be  upon 
a  more  equal  footing  in  using  pistols.  Peregrine 
was  too  much  incensed  to  thank  him  for  his  plain 
dealing,  and  too  confident  of  his  own  skill,  to-nS 
"Tish-the  other's  projiosal,  which  he  accordingly 
rejected:  then,  drawing  his  sword,  he  observed, 
that,  were  he  to  treat  ISIr.  Gauntlet  according  to 
liis  deserts,  he  would*  order  his  man  to  punish 
his  audacity  with  a  horse-Mhip.  Exasperated  at 
this  expression,  which  he  considered  as  an  indel- 
ible affront,  lie  made  no  reply,  but  attacked  his 
adversary  with  equal  ferocity  and  address.  The 
youth  parried  his  first  and  second  thrust,  but  re- 
ceived the  third  in  the  outside  of  his  sword  arm. 
Though  the  wound  was  superficial,  he  was 
transported  with  rage  at  sight  of  his  own  blood, 
and  returned  the  assault  with  such  fury  and  pre- 
cipitation, that  Gauntlet,  loth  to  take  advantage 
of  his  unguarded  heat,  stood  upon  the  defensive. 
In  the  second  lounge.  Peregrine's  weapon  entering 
a  kind  of  net  work  in  the  shell  of  Godfrey's  sword, 
the  blade  snapjx'd  in  two,  and  left  liim  at  the 
mercy  of  the  soldier,  avIio,  far  from  making  an  in- 
solent use  of  the  victory  he  had  gained,  put  up  his 
foledo  with  great  deliberation,  like  a  man  who 
had  been  used  to  that  kind  of  rencounters,  and  ob- 
servetl,  that  such  a  blade  as  Peregruie's  was  not  to 
be  trusted  with  a  man's  hfe  :  then  advising  the 
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owner  lo  treat  a  gentleraau  in  distress  with  more 
respect  for  the  future,  he  slipped  on  his  boots,  and, 
wilh  sullen  dignity  of  demeanour,  stalked  back  to 
the  iiui. 

Though  Pickle  was  extremely  mortified  at  hi&^ 
miscarriage  in  this  adventure,  he  was  also  struck 
with  the  behaviour  of  his  antagonist,  which  af- 
fected him  the  more,  as  he  understood  that  God- 
frey's jierte  had  proceeded  from  the  jealous  sensi- 
bility of  a  gentleman  declined  into  the  vale  of 
mistbrtuue.  Gauntlet's  valour  and  moderation  in* 
<iuced  liim  to  put  a  favourable  construction  on  all 
those  circumstances  of  that  young  soldier's  coji- 
duct,  whicli  had  before  given  him  disgust ;  though, 
in  any  otiicr  case,  he  would  have  industriously 
avoided  the  least  appearance  of  submission,  he 
tbllo^ved  his  conqueror  to  the  inn,  with  a  view  of 
thanking  liim  for  his  generous  forbearance,  and  of 
soliciting  his  friendship  and  correspondence. 

Godfrey  had  his  foot  in  the  stirrup,  to  mount, 
when  Peregrine  coming  up  id  Jiim,  desired  he 
would  defer  his  departure  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  favour  him  with  a  little  private  conversation. 
The  soldier,  who  mistook  the  meaning  of  the  re- 
quest, immediately  quitted  his  horse,  and  followed 
Pickle  into  a  chamber,  where  he  exjx^cted  to  iind 
a  brace  of  pistols  loaded  on  the  table ;  but  he  was 
very  agreeably  deceived,  when  our  hero,  in  the 
inost  respectful  terms,  acknowledged  his  noble  de- 
portment in  the  field,  owned,  that  till  then  he  had 
misimderstood  his  character,  and  begged  that  he 
would  honour  him  with  his  intimacy  and  corres- 
pondence. 

Gauntlet,  who  had  seen  undoubted  proofs  of 
Peregrine's  courage,  which  had  considerably  rais- 
ed  him  in  his  esteem,  and  had  sense  enough  to 
perceive  that  this  concession  was  not  ow  ing  to  any 
sordid  or  sinister  motive,  embraced  his  offer  witb 
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demon^tratia^s  of  infinite  satisfaction.  When  he 
unaerstoo^tlie  terms  on  which  Mr.  Pickle  was 
with  his  sister,  he  proffered  his  service  in  his  turn, 
either  as  agent,  mediator,  or  confident :  naj,  to 
give  his  new  friend  a  convincing  T^roof  of  his  sin- 
cerity, he  disclosed  to  him  a  passion  which  he 
had  for  some  time  entertained  for  his  cousin  Miss 
Sophy,  though  he  durst  not  reveal  his  sentiments 
to  her  father,  lest  he  should  be  offended  at  his  pre- 
sumption, and  withdraw  his  protection  from  the 
family. 

Peregrine's  generous  heart  was  wrung  with  an- 
guish, when  he  understood  that  this  young  gen- 
tleman, who  was  the  only  son  of  a  distinguished 
officer,  had  carried  arms  tor  the  space  of  five  years, 
without  being  able  to  obtain  a  subahern's  commis- 
sion, though  he  had  always  behaved  with  remark- 
ble  regularity  and  spirit,  and  acquired  the  friend- 
ship and  esteem  of  all  the  olficers  under  whom  he 
had  served. 

He  would,  at  that  time,  with  the  utmost  plea- 
sure, have  shared  his  finances  with  him  ;  but,  as 
he  would  not  run  the  risk  of  offending  the  young 
soldier's  delicacy  of  honour,  by  a  premature  exer- 
tion of  his  liberalit}',  he  resolved  to  insinuate  him- 
self into  an  intimacy  with  him,  before  he  would 
venture  to  take  such  freedoms;  and,  with  that 
view,  pressed  Mr.  Gauntlet  to  accompany  him  to 
the  garrison,  where  he  did  not  doubt  of  having  in- 
fluence enough  to  make  him  a  welcome  guest. 
Godfrey  thanked  him  very  courteously  for  his  in- 
vitation, which  he  said  he  could  not  immediately 
accept;  but  promised,  if  he  would  favour  him 
with  a  letter,  and  fix  the  time  at  which  he  pro- 
posed to  set  out  for  France,  he  would  endeavour 
to  visit  hira  at  the  commodore's  habitation,  and 
from  thence  give  him  a  convoy  to  Dover.  This 
iKW  treaty  b«ing  settled,  and  a  dossil  of  lint,  with 
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a  snip  of  plaster,  .applied  to  our  adventurer's 
wound,  he  parted  from  the  brother  of  his  dear 
l']iuilia,  to  whom,  and  his  friend  Sophy,  he  sent 
Ji is  kindest  wishes;  and  having  loda^ed  one  nijs^ht 
upon  the  road,  arrived  next  day  in  the  afternoon 
at  the  |!^arrison,  where  lie  found  all  his  friends  in 
good  healtli,  and  overjoyed  at  his  return. 

TIic  commodore,  who  was  by  this  time  turned 
of  seventy,  and  altogether  crippled  by  the  go)it, 
seldom  Avent  abroad  ;  and,  as  his  conversation  was 
not  very  entertaining,  iiad  but  little  company 
withindoors;  so  that  his  spirits  must  have  quite 
stagnated,  had  they  not  l)een  kept  in  motion  by 
t he  conversation  of  Hatchway,  and  received,  at 
diflerent  times,  a  wholesome  tillip  from  the  discip- 
line of  his  spouse,  who,  by  the  force  of  pride, 
religion,  and  couiac,  had  erected  a  most  terrible 
tyranny  in  the  house.  There  was  such  a  quick 
circulation  of  domestics  in  the  family,  that  every 
suit  of  livery  had  been  worn  by  figures  of  all  di- 
mensions. Truniiioji  himself  had,  long  before  this 
time,  yielded  to  the  torrent  of  her  arbitrary  sway, 
tjiougli  not  Avitiiout  divers  obstinate  eftbrts  to 
maintain  his  liberty ;  and  now,  that  he  was  dis- 
abled by  his  infirmities,  when  he  used  to  hear  his 
empress  singing  the  loud  OrthyaniBong  among  the 
servants  below,  he  would  often,  in  whispers,  com- 
municate to  the  lieutenant  hints  of  what  he  would 
do,  if  so  be  as  how  he  was  not  deprived  of  the  use  of 
Iiis  precious  limbs.  Hatchway  was  the  only  per- 
son whom  the  temper  of  Mrs.  Trunnion  respected, 
either  because  she  dreaded  his  ridicule,  or  looked 
upon  his  person  with  eyes  of  affection.  This  be- 
ing the  situation  of  things  iii  the  garrison,  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  that  the  old  gentleman  highly  en- 
joyed the  presence  of  Peregmic,  who  found  means 
to  ingratiate  himself  so  effectually  with  his  amit, 
thatj  while  he  remained  at  home,  she  seemed  to 
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liave  exchanged  the  disposition  of  a  tigress,  for 
that  of  a  gentle  kid  :  but  he  found  his  o\vn  mo- 
ther as  imphicable,  and  his  father  as  much  hen- 
pecked as  ever. 

Gamaliel,  who  now  very  seldom  enjoyed  tlie 
conversation  of  his  old  friend  the  commodore,  had 
some  time  ago  entered  into  an  amicable  society, 
consisting  of  the  barber,  apothecary,  attorney,  and 
exciseman,  of  the  parish,  among  whom  he  used  to 
spend  the  evening  at  Tunley's,  and  listen  to  their 
disputes  upon  philosophy  and  jiolitics  with  great 
comfort  and  edification,  while  his  sovereign  lady 
domineered  at  home  as  usual,  vished  with  great 
pomp  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  employed  her 
chief  care  in  the  education  of  her  darling  son  Gam, 
who  was  now  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age,  and 
so  remarkable  for  his  perverse  disposition,  that,  in 
spite  of  his  mother's  influence  and  authority,  he 
was  not  only  hated,  but  also  despised  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  She  had  put  him  under  the  tuition 
of  the  curate,  who  lived  in  the  family,  and  was 
obliged  to  attejid.him  in  all  his  exercises  and  ex- 
cursions. This  governor  was  a  Ioav  bred  fellow, 
who  had  neither  experience  nor  ingenuity,  but 
possessed  a  large  fund  of  adulation  and  servile 
complaisance,  by  which  he  had  gained  the  good 
graces  of  JNlrs.  Pickle,  and  presided  over  all  her 
deliberations,  in  the  same  manner  as  his  superior 
managcxl  those  of  Mrs.  Trunnion. 

lie  had  one  da}'  rode  out  to  take  the  air  with 
his  pupil,  who,  as  I  have  already  obs<'rved,  was 
odious  to  the  poor  }x?ople,  for  hanng  killed  their 
dogs,  and  broken  their  inclosures,  and,  on  account 
of  his  hump,  was  distinguished  by  the  title  o^  Mi/ 
Lord,  when,  in  a  narrow  lane  they  chanced  to 
meet  Peregrine  on  liorseback. 

The  3'oung  squire  no  sooner  perceived  his  elder 
brother,  against  whom  he  had  been  instructed  to 
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lienY  the  most  inveterate  grudge,  than  he  resolved 
to  insuh  him  en  passant^  and  actually  rodeaga'uist 
him  full  gallop.  Our  hero,  guessing  his  aim,  fix- 
ed himself  in  his  slirnips,  and  by  a  dexterous  ma- 
nagement of  tlie  reins,  avoided  the  shock  in  such 
a  manner,  as  that  their  legs  only  should  encoun- 
ter, by  which  means  ]\Ty  Lord  was  tilted  out  of 
his  saddle,  and,  in  a  twinkling,  laid  sprawling  in 
the  dirt.  The  governor,  enraged  at  the  disgrace  of 
his  charge,  advanced  with  great  insolence  and  fury, 
and  struck  at  Peregrine  with  his  whip.  Nothing 
could  he  more  agreeable  to  our  young  gentleman 
than  this  assault,  which  furnished  him  Avith  an 
opportunity  of  chastising  aji  otlicious  Avretch, 
whose  petulance  and  malice  he  had  longed  to  pu- 
nish, lie,  therefore,  spurring  up  his  horse  towards 
his  antagonist,  overthrew  him  in  the  middle  of  a 
hedge.  Bctbre  he  had  time  to  recollect  himself 
from  the  confusion  of  the  fall.  Pickle  alighted  in  a 
trice,  and  exercised  his  horse-whip  with  such  agi- 
lity about  the  curate's  face  and  ears,  that  he  was 
fain  to  prostrate  himself  before  his  enraged  con- 
queror, and  inrj)lore  his  forbearance  in  the  most 
abject  terms.  While  Peregrine  was  thus  employ- 
ed, his  brother  Gam  had  made  shift  to  rise  and  at- 
tack him  in  the  rear;  for  which  reason,  when  the 
Tutor  was  quelled,  the  victor  faced  about,  snatched 
the  weapon  out  of  his  hand,  and  having  broken  it 
in  pieces,  remounted  his  horse,  and rotle  off,  with- 
out deigning  to  honour  him  Avith  any  other  notice. 
The  condition  in  which  they  returned  produced 
infinite  clamour  against  the  conqueror,  who  was 
represented  as  a  ruffian  who  had  lain  in  ambush 
to  make  away  with  his  brother,  in  whose  defence 
the  curate  was  said  to  have  received  those  cruel 
stripes,  that  hindered  him  from  appearing  for  three 
whole  weeks  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  at 
church. 
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Complaints  were  made  to  the  commodore,  who, 
having  inquired  into  the  circumstances  of  the  af- 
fair, approved  of  what  his  nephew  had  done; 
adding,  with  many  oaths,  that,  provided  Peregrine 
had  l^een  out  of  the  scrape,  lie  wished  Crook-back 
had  broke  his  neck  in  the  full. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

He  projects  a  plan  of  revenge,  which  is  executed  against 
the  curate. 

Our  hero,  exasperated  at  the  villainy  of  the  cu- 
rate ui  the  treacherous  misrepresentation  he  had 
made  of  this  rencounter,  determined  to  ppctice 
upon  him  a  method  of  revenge,  which  should  be 
not  only  effectual,  but  also  unattended  with  any 
bad  consequence  to  hunself.  For  tliis  purpose  he 
and  Hatchway,  to  whom  he  imparted  his  plan, 
went  to  the  ale-house  one  evening,  and  called  for 
an  empty  room,  knowing  there  was  no  other  but 
that  which  they  had  chosen  for  the  scence  of  ac- 
tion. This  apartment  was  a  sort  of  a  parlour  that 
fronted  the  kitchen,  with  a  window  towards  the 
yard ;  where,  after  they  had  sat  some  time,  the 
lieutenant  found  means  to  amuse  the  landlord  in 
discourse,  while  Peregrine,  stepping  out  into  the 
yard,  by  the  talent  of  mimicry,  which  he  possessed* 
in  a  surprisfing  degree,  counterfeited  a  dialogue 
between  the  curate  and  Tunley's  Avife.  This  re<u:h- 
ing  the  ears  of  the  publican,  for  whose  hearing  it 
was  calculated,  inflamed  his  naturally  jealous  dis- 
position to  such  a  degree,  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceal hLs  emotion,  but  matle  an  hundred  eflbrts  to 
quit  the  room ;  while  the  lieutenant,  smoking  his 
pipe  with  great  gravity,  as  if  he  neither  heard 
what  passed,  nor  took  notice  of  the  landlord's  dis- 
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order,  dctamctl  liira  on  llic  spot  by  a  succession  of 
questions  which  he  could  not  refuse  to  answer, 
lhou<»;h  lie  stootl  sweating  Avith  agony  all  the  time, 
stretching  his  neck  every  instant  towards  the  win- 
dow through  which  the  voices  were  conveyed, 
scratching  his  head,  and  exhibiting  sundry  other 
sy  niptiffl^s  of  impatience  and  agitation.  At  length, 
tlie  supposed  conversation  came  to  such  a  pitch 
of  amorous  complaisance,  that  the  husband,  quite 
frantic  with  his  imaginary  disgrace,  rushed  out 
at  the  door  crying,  '  coming,  sir.'  But,  as  he 
was  obliged  to  make  a  circuit  round  one  half  of 
the  house,  Peregrine  had  got  in  by  the  window 
before  Tiuiloy  arrived  in  the  yard. 

According  to  the  feigned  intelligence  he  had 
received,  he  ran  directly  to  the  barn,  in  expecta- 
tion of  tnaking  some  very  extraordinary  discovery ; 
and  having  employed  some  minutes  in  rummag- 
ing the  straw  to  no  purpose,  returned  in  a  state  of 
distraction  to  the  kitchen,  just  as  his  wife  chanced 
to  enter  at  the  other  door.  The  circumstance  of 
her  appearance  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  that 
the  deed  was  done.  As  the  disease  of  being  hen- 
pecked was  epidemic  in  the  parish,  he  durst  not 
express  the  least  hint  of  his  uneasiness  to  her,  but 
resolved  to  take  vengeance  on  the  libidinous  priest, 
who,  he  imagined,  had  corrupted  the  chastity  of 
his  spouse. 

The  two  confederates  in  order  to  be  certified 
that  their  scheme  had  taken  effect,  as  well  as  to 
blow  up  the  flame  which  they  had  kindled,  called 
for  Tunley,  in  whose  countenance  they  could  easi- 
ly discern  his  confusion.'  Peregrine,  desiring  him 
to  sTTdown  and  drink  a  glass  whhthem,  began  to 
interrogate  him  about  his  family,  and,  among 
other  things  asked  him  how  long  he  had  been 
married  to  that  handsome  wife !  This  question, 
which  was  put  with  an  arch  significance  of  look. 
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alarraed  the  publican,  who  began  to  fear  that 
Pickle  had  overheard  his  dishonour;  and  this 
suspicion  was  not  at  all  removed,  when  the  lieu- 
tenant, with  a  sly  regard,  pronounced,  '  Tunley, 
wan't  you  noosed  by  the  curate  ?'  *  Yes,  I  was,' 
replied  the  landlord,  with  an  eagerness  and  per- 
plexity of  tone,  as  if  he  thought  the  lieutenant 
knew  that  thereby  hung  a  tale;  and  Hatch- 
%vay  supported  this  suspicion,  by  answering, 
— '  nay,  as  for  that  matter,  the  curate  may  be 
a  very  sufficient  man  in  his  way.'  This  tran- 
sition from  his  wife  io  the  curate,  convinced  him 
that  his  shame  was  known  to  his  guests;  and,  in 
the  transport  of  his  indignation,  he  pronounced 
w  ith  great  emphasis,  '  a  sufficient  man !  odds 
lieart!  I  believe  i\\Qy  are  wolves  in  sheep's  cloth- 
ing. 1  wish  to  God  I  could  see  the  day,  master, 
when  there  shall  not  Ije  a  priest,  an  exciseman,  or 
a  customhouse  officer  in  this  kingdom.  As  for  that 
fellow  of  a  curate,  if  I  do  catch  him — it  don't  sig- 
nify talking — but,  by  the  Lord  ! — ^gentlemen,  my 
service  to  you.' 

The  associates  l^eing  satisfied,  by  these  abrupt 
insinuations,  that  they  had  so  far  succeeded  in  their 
aim,  waited  with  impatience  two  or  three  days,  in' 
expectation  of  hearing  that  Tunley  had  fallen  up- 
on some  method  of  being  revengal  for  this  ima- 
ginary w  rong :  but  finding  that  either  his  inven- 
tion Avas  too  shallow,  or  his  inclination  too  lan- 
guid, to  gratify  their  desire  of  his  own  accord, 
they  determined  io  bring  the  affiiir  to  such  a  crisis, 
that  he  should  not  be  able  to  withstand  the  oppor- 
tunity of  executing  his  vengeance.  With  this 
view  they  one  evening  hired  a  boy  to  run  to  Mr. 
Pickle's  house,  and  tell  the  curate,  that  Mrs.  Tun- 
ley being  taken  suddenly  ill,  her  husband  desired 
he  would  come  inmiediatcly,  and  pray  Avith  her. 
Meanwhile,  they  had  taken  possession  of  a  rooia  in 
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flic  house  ;  and  Jlatchway  en£^a^ing  the  landlord 
in  ronvorsatJon,  Pcrcirrinc,  in  liis  rdurn  from  the 
yard,  observed,  as  iC  by  accident,  that  the  parson 
Avas  o-one  into  the  kitchen,  in  order,  as  he  suppos- 
ed, to  cate(;hise  Tiniley's  wife. 

The  publican  startetl  at  this  intelliii^cnce,  and, 
under  pretence  of  servini]^  another  company  in  the 
next  room,  ^vcnt  out  to  the  barn,  where  arming 
iiimself  uith  a  flail,  he  repaired  to  a  lane  through 
"which  the  curate  was  under  a  necessity  of  pass- 
ing in  his  way  home,  'riierc  he  lay  in  ambush, 
Avith  fell  intent ;  and,  when  the  supposed  author  of 
Jiis  shame  arrived,  greeted  him  in  the  dark  with 
such  a  salutation  as  forced  him  to  stagger  back- 
ward three  paces  at  least.  If  the  second  applica- 
tion had  taken  eflbct,  in  all  probability  that  spot 
would  have  been  the  boundary  of  the  parson's 
mortal  peregrination  ;  but,  luckily  for  him,  his  an- 
tagonist was  not  expert  in  the  management  of  his 
weapon,  which,  by  a  tw\bt  of  the  thong  that  con- 
nected the  legs,  instead  of  pitching  upou  the  head 
of  the  astonished  curate,  descended  in  an  oblique 
direction  on  his  own  i)ate,  with  such  a  swing, 
that  the  skull  actually  rung  like  an  apothecary's 
mortar,  and  ten  thousand  lights  seemed  to  dance 
before  his  eyes.  The  curate  recollecting  himself 
during  the  respite  he  obtained  from  this  accident, 
and  believing  his  aggressor  to  be  some  thief  who 
lurked  in  that  place  tor  prey,  resolved  to  make  a 
running  tight,  until  he  should  arrive  within  cry 
of  his  habitation.  With  this  design  lie  raised  up 
his  cudgel  for  the  defence  of  his  head,  and,  be- 
taking himself  to  his  heels,  began  to  roar  for  help 
"with  the  lungs  of  a  Stentor.  Tunley,  throwing 
away  the  flail,  which  he  durst  no  longer  trust  with 
the  execution  of  his  revenge,  pursued  the  fugitive 
with  all  the  speed  he  could  exert;  and  the  other, 
cither  unnerved  by  fear,  or  stumbling  over  a  stone, 
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was  overtaken  before  he  had  run  an  hundred  pace^. 
He  no  sooner  felt  the  wind  of  the  publicau'is  list 
that  whistled  round  his  ears,  than  he  fell  flat  upon 
the  earth  at  full  length,  and  the  cudgel  flew  from 
his  unclasping  hand  ;  when  Tunley,  springing 
like  a  tiger  upon  his  back,  rained  such  a  shower 
of  blows  upon  his  carcase,  that  he  imagined  him- 
self under  the  discipline  of  ten  pair  of  fists  at  least ; 
yet  the  imaginary  cuckold,  not  satisfied  with  an- 
noying the  priest  in  this  manner,  laid  hold  on  one 
of  his  cars  with  his  teeth,  and  bit  so  unmercifully, 
that  the  curate  was  found  almost  entrancai  with 
pain  by  two  labourers,  at  whose  approach  the  as- 
sailant retreated  unperccivcd. 

The  lieutenant  had  posted  himself  at  the  win- 
dow, in  order  to  see  the  landlord  at  his  first  re- 
turn ;  and  no  sooner  perceived  him  enter  the  yard, 
than  he  called  him  into  the  apartment,  impatient 
to  leaiTi  the  efiects  of  their  stratagem.  Tunley 
obeyed  tlie  summons,  and  appeared  before  his 
guests  in  all  the  violence  of  rage,  disorder,  and  fa- 
tigue ;  his  nostrils  were  dilated  more  than  one  half 
beyond  their  natural  capacity,  his  eyes  rolled,  his 
teeth  chattered,  he  snored  in  breathing  as  if  he  had 
been  oppressed  by  the  night-marc,  and  streams  of 
sweat  flowed  down  each  side  of  his  forehead. 

Peregrine,  affecting  io  start  at  the  approtich  of 
such  an  uncouth  figure,  asked  if  he  had  been 
wrestling  with  a  spirit?  upon  which  he  answered, 
with  great  vehemence, — '  spirit !  no,  no,  master, 
I  have  had  a  roll  and  tumble  with  the  flesh.  A 
dog!  I'll  teach  him  to  come a-caterwauling about 
my  doors.'  Guessing  from  this  reply  that  his 
aim  was  accomplished,  and  curious  to  know  the 
particulars  of  the  rencounter,—^'  well  then,'  said 
the  youth,  '  I  hope  you  have  prevaikxl  against  the 
flesh,  Tunley.'  *  Yes,  yes,'  answered  the  publican, 
'  I  hate  cooled  his  capissens,  as  the  sayuig  is :  I 


PLttEGRINE  PICKLE.  211 

have  played  such  a  tune  about  his  cars,  that  I'll 
be  bound  he  shan't  lon^  for  music  this  month.  A 
goatish  ram-faced  rascal!  Why,  he's  a  perfect 
parish  bull,  as  I  hoi^e  to  live.' 

Hatchway,  observing  that  he  seemed  to  have 
made  a  stout  battle,  desired  that  he  would  sit  down 
and  recover  wind  ;  and,  after  he  had  swallowed  a 
brace  of  bumpers,  his  vanity  prompted  him  to 
rvpatiatc  upon  his  OAvn  exploit  in  such  a  manner, 
I  hat  the  confederates,  without  seeming  to  know 
the  curate  was  his  antagonist,  became  acquainted 
witli  every  circumstance  of  the  ambuscade. 

Tunley  had  scarce  got  the  better  of  his  agitation, 
when  his  wife,  entering  the  room,  told  tliera  bj 
way  of  news,  that  some  waggish  body  had  sent 
Mr.  Sackbut  the  curate  to  pray  with  her.  This 
name  inflamed  the  husband  s  choler  anew ;  and, 
Ibrgetting  all  his  complaisance  for  his  spouse,  he 
replied,  with  a  rancorous  grin,  '  add  rabbit  him ! 
1  doubt  not  but  you  found  his  admonitions  deadly 
comfortable!'  The  landlady  looking  at  her  vassal 
with  a  sovereign  aspect,  '  what  crotchets,'  said 
she,  '  have  you  got  in  your  fool's  head,  1  trow  ? 
I  know  no  business  you  have  to  sit  here  like  a  gen- 
th^maii  with  your  arms  akimbo,  when  there's  an- 
other company  in  the  house  to  be  served.'  The 
submissive  husband  took  the  hint,  and,  without 
further  expostulation,  sneaked  out  of  the  room. 

Next  day  it  was  reported,  that  JMr.  Sackbut 
had  been  way-laid,  and  almost  murdered  by  rob- 
bers, and  an  advertisement  was  pasted  upon  the 
church-door,  oflering  a  reward  to  any  person  that 
should  discover  the  assassin  ;  but  lie  reiiped  no  sa- 
tisfaction from  this  expedient,  and  was  confined  to 
his  chamber  a  whole  fortnight  by  the  bruises  he 
had  received. 
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CHAPTER  XXX, 

Mr.  Sacklut  and  his  pupil  conspire  against  Peregrine, 
who  leing  apprised  of  tlteir  dtsign  by  his  sister^  takes 
measures Jo7-  counterworking  their  stheme,zvhich  is  exe- 
cuted by  mistake-  upon  Air.  Gauntlet.  .  .  .  1  his  young 
soldie'  meets  with  a  cordial  reception  from  the  commo- 
dore,  who  generously  decoys  him  i«o  his  own  interest. 

When  lie  considered  the  circumstances  of  the  am- 
buscade, he  conld  not  persuade  himself  that  he 
Jiad  been  assaulted  by  a  common  thief,  because  it 
>vas  not  to  be  supposed  tliat  a  robIx*r  would  have 
amused  himself  in  jjommeling  rather  than  in  rifl- 
ing his  prey:  he  therefore  ascribed  his  misfortune 
to  the  secret  enmity  of  some  person  who  had  a  de- 
sign upon  his  hfe ;  and,  upon  mature  deliberation, 
fixed  his  suspicion  upon  Peregrine,  who  was  the 
only  man  on  earth  from  whom  he  thought  he  deserv- 
ed such  tre^ment.  He  communicated  his  conjecture 
to  his  pupil,  who  readily  adopted  his  opunon,  and 
advised  liim  strenuously  to  revenge  the  wrong  by 
a  like  contrivance,  without  seeking  to  make  a  nar- 
rower inquiry,  lest  his  enemy  should  be  thereby 

^*put  upon  his  g»iard. 
_     Tiiis  pro]x)sal  being  relished,  they  in  concert  re- 

_.  volved  the  means  of  retorting  the  ambush  with  in- 
terest, and  actually  laid  such  a  villanous  plan  for 
attacking  our  hero  in  the  dark,  that,  had  it  been 
executed  according  to  their  intention,  tlie  young 
gentleman's  scheme  of  travelling  would  have  been 
eiFectually  marred.  But  their  machinations  were 
overheard  by  Miss  Pickle,  who  was  now  in  (he 
seventeenth  year  of  her  age,  and,  in  spite  of  the 
jirejudice  of  education,  entertained  in  secret  a  most 
gisterly  afiection  for  her  brother  Perry,  Ihough  she 
had  never  spoke  to  him,  and  was  deterred  by  the 
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j)reccpts,  vigilance,  and  menaces,  of  her  mother, 
Irom  attempting  any  means  of  meeting  him  in  pri- 
vate. She  Mas  not,  however,  insensible  to  his 
praise,  which  was  loudly  sounded  forth  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  never  failed  of  going  to 
church,  and  every  other  place,  where  she  thought 
she  might  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  ami- 
able brother.  With  these  sentiments  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  she  would  hear  tlie  conspiracy  with- 
out emotion.  She  was  shocked  at  the  treacherous 
barbarity  of  Gam,  and  shuddered  at  the  prospect 
of  the  danger  to  which  Peregrine  would  be  expos- 
ed fiom  their  malice.  She  durst  not  communicate 
this  plot  to  her  mother,  because  she  was  afraid 
that  lady's  unaccountable  aversion  for  her  first- 
born would  hinder  her  from  interposing  in  his  bc- 
lialf,  and  consequently  render  her  a  sort  of  accom- 
plice iir  the  guilt  of  his  assassins.  She  therefore 
resolved  to  warn  Peregrine  of  the  conspiracy,  an 
account  of  which  she  transmitted  to  him  in  an  af- 
fectionate letter,  by  means  of  a  young  gentleman 
in  that  neighbourhood,  who  made  his  addresses 
to  her  at  that  time,  and  who,  at  her  request,  offer- 
ed his  service  to  our  hero,  in  defeating  the  pro- 
jects of  his  adversaries. 

Peregrine  was  startled  when  he  read  the  parti- 
culars of  their  scheme,  which  was  no  other  than 
an  intention  to  sally  upon  him  when  he  should  be 
altogether  unprovided  against  such  an  attack,  cut 
off  his  ears,  and  otherwise  mutilate  him  in  such  a 
manner,  that  he  should  have  no  cause  to  be  vain 
of  his  person  for  the  future. 

Incensed  as  he  was  against  the  brutal  disposition 
of  his  own  father's  son,  he  could  not  help  being 
moved  at  the  integrily  and  tenderness  of  his  sister, 
of  whose  inclinations  towards  him  he  had  been 
hitherto  kept  in  ignorance.  He  thanked  ihe  gen- 
tleman for  his  honourable  dealing,  and  expn  sscd 
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a  desire  of  being  better  acquainted  with  his  vir- 
tues ;  told  him,  that,  now  he  was  cautioned,  he 
hoped  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  giving  him 
any  further  trouble  ;  and  wrote  by  him  a  letter  of 
acknowledgment  to  his  sister,  for  whom  he  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  love  and  regard,  beseeching  her 
to  favour  him  with  an  interview  before  his  depart- 
ure, that  he  might  indulge  his  fraternal  fondness, 
and  be  blessed  with  the  company  and  countenance 
of  one  at  least  belonging  to  his  own  family. 

Having  imparted  this  discovery  to  his  friend 
Hatchway,  they  came  to  a  resolution  of  coimter- 
ming  the  plan  of  their  enemies.  As  they  did  not 
choose  to  expose  themselves  to  the  insinuations  of 
slander,  which  would  have  exerted  itself  at  their 
expence,  had  they,  even  in  defending  themselves, 
employed  any  harsh  means  of  retaliation,  they  in- 
vented a  method  of  disappointing  and  disgracing 
their  foes,  and  immediately  set  Pipes  at  work  to 
forward  the  preparations. 

Miss  Pickle  having  described  the  spot  which  the 
assassins  had  pitched  upon  for  the  scene  of  their 
vengeance,  our  triumvirate  intended  to  have  plac- 
ed a  centinel  among  the  corn,  who  should  come 
and  give  them  intelligence  when  the  ambuscade 
was  laid  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  tliat  information, 
they  would  steal  softly  towards  the  place,  attended 
by  three  or  four  of  the  domestics,  and  draw  a 
large  net  over  the  conspirators,  who,  being  en- 
*■  tangled  in  the  toil,  should  be  disarmed,  fettered, 
lieartily  scourged,  and  suspended  between  two  trees 
in  the  snare,  as  a  spectacle  to  all  passengers  that 
should  chance  to  travel  that  waj-. 

The  plan  being  thus  digested,  and  the  commo- 
dore made  acquainted  with  the  whole  affair,  the 
spy  was  sent  upon  duty,  and  every  body  within 
doors  ])repared  to  go  forth  upon  the  first  notice. 
One  whole  evening  did  they  spend  in  the  most  im- 
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patient  expectation  ;  but,  on  the  second,  the  scout 
crept  into  the  i^arrison,  and  assured  them,  that  he 
had  perceived  three  men  skulking  behind  the  hedge, 
on  the  road  that  led  to  the  public  house,  from  which 
Peregrine  and  the  lieutenant  used  every  night  to 
return  about  that  hour.  Upon  this  intelligence, 
the  confederates  set  out  immediately,  with  all  their 
implements.  Approaching  the  scene  with  as  little 
noise  as  possible,  they  heard  the  sound  of  blows  : 
and,  though  the  night  was  dark,  jjerceivcd  a  sort 
of  tumultuous  contiict  on  the  very  spot  which  the 
conspirators  had  possessed.  Surprised  at  this  oc- 
currence, the  meaning  of  which  he  could  not  com- 
prehend, Peregrine  ordered  his  myrmidons  to  halt 
and  reconnoitre ;  and  immediately  his  ears  were 
saluted  with  an  exclamation  of  '  you  shan't  'scape 
me,  rascal.'  The  voice  being  quite  familiar  to 
to  him,  he  all  at  once  divined  the  cause  of  that 
confusion  which  they  had  observed ;  and  running 
up  to  the  assistance  of  the  exclaimer,  found  a  fel- 
low on  his  knees  begging  his  life  of  Mr.  Gauntlet, 
who  stood  over  him  with  a  naked  hanger  in  his 
hand. 

Pickle  instantly  made  himself  known  to  his 
friend,  Avho  told  him,  that,  having  left  his  horse  at 
Tunley's,  he  was,  in  his  way  to  the  garrison,  set 
upon  by  three  ruffians,  one  of  whom  beiug  the  very 
individual  person  now  in  his  power,  had  come  be- 
hind him,  and  struck  with  a  bludgeon  at  his  head, 
which,  however,  he  missed,  and  the  instrument 
descended  on  his  left  shoulder  ;  that,  upon  draw- 
ing his  hanger,  and  laying  about  him  in  the  dark, 
the  other  two  fled,  leaving  their  companion,  whom 
he  had  disabled,  in  the  lurch. 

Peregrine  congratulated  him  upon  his  safety, 
and  having  ordered  Pipes  to  secure  the  prisoner, 
conducted  Mr.  Gauntlet  to  the  garrison,  where  he 
jnet  with  a  very  hearty  reception  from  the  com- 
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modore,  to  whom  be  was  introduced  as  his  ne- 
phcAv's  intimate  friend  ;  not  but  that,  in  all  likeli- 
hood, he  would  have  abated  somewhat  of  his  hos- 
pitality, had  he  known  that  he  was  the  brother  of 
Perry's  mistress ;  but  her  name  the  old  gentleman 
had  never  thought  of  asking,  when  he  inquired  in- 
to the  particulars  of  his  godson's  amour. 

The  captive  Ijeing  examined,  in  presence  of 
Trunnion  and  all  his  adlierents,  touching  the  am- 
buscade, owned,  that,  being  in  the  service  of  Gam 
Pickle,  he  had  been  prevailed  upon,  by  the  soli- 
citations of  his  master  and  the  curate,  to  accom- 
pany them  in  their  expedition,  and  undertake  the 
part  which  he  liad  acted  against  the  stranger, 
whom  he  and  his  employers  mistook  for  Peregrine. 
In  consideration  of  this  frank  acknowletlgment, 
and  a  severe  wound  he  had  received  in  his  right 
arm,  they  resolved  to  inflict  no  other  punishment 
on  this  malefactor,  than  to  detain  liim  all  night 
in  the  garrison,  and  next  morning  carry  him  be- 
fore a  justice  of  the  peace,  to  whom  he  repeated 
all  that  he  had  said  over  night,  and,  with  his  own 
hand,  subscribed  his  confession,  copies  of  v.hich 
were  handed  about  the  neighbourhood,  to  the  un- 
speakable confusion  and  disgrace  of  the  curate  ajid 
his  promising  pupil. 

Mean  wjiiie  Trunnion  treated  the  young  soldier 
with  uncommon  n^arks  of  respect,  b(  ing  i)repos- 
sessed  in  his  favour  f5f  this  adventure,  which  lie 
had  so  gallantly  achieved,  as  well  as  by  the  enco- 
miums that  Peregrine  bestowed  upon  his  valour 
and  generosity.  He  liked  his  countenance,  which 
was  bold  and  hardy,  admired  his  Iterculcan  limbs, 
and  delighted  in  asking  questions  concerning  the 
service  he  had  seen. 

The  day  after  his  arrival,  while  the  conversation 
turned  on  this  last  subject,  the  commodore,  taking 
the  pipe,  out  of -his  mouth, — *  I'll  tell  you  what. 
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brollier,'  said  lie,  '  fivc-and-forty  years  ago,  Avlieri 
I  was  third  lieutenant  of  the  Warwick  man  of  war, 
there  was  a  very  stout  young  lellow  on-board,  a 
sulialtern  olhcer  of  marines  ;  his  name  was  not  un- 
like your  own,  d'ye  see,  being  Gantlet,  with  a  G. 
1  remember  he  and  I  could  not  abide  one  another 
at  first,  because,  d'ye  see,  I  was  a  sailor  and  he  a 
landman,  till  we  fell  in  with  a  Frenchman,  whom 
we  engaged  for  eight  glasses,  and  at  length  board- 
ed and  took.  I  was  the  first  man  that  stood  on  the 
enemy's  deck,  and  should  have  come  scurvily  off, 
d'ye  see,  if  Guntlet  had  not  jumped  to  my  assist-, 
ance;  but  we  soon  cleared  ship,  and  drove  them 
to  close  quarters,  so  that  they  were  obliged  to 
strike;  and  from  that  day  Gauntlet  and  I  were 
s\\orn  brothers  as  long  as  he  remained  on-board. 
He  was  exchanged  into  a  marcliin^  regiment,  and 
what  became  of  him  afterwards.  Lord  in  heaven 
knows ;  but  this  I'll  say  of  him,  whether  he  be 
(lead  or  alive,  he  feared  no  man  that  ever  wore  a 
head,  and  was,  moreover,  a  very  hearty  messmate.' 

The  stranger's  breast  glowed  at  this  eulogium, 
which  Avas  no  sooner  profiounced,  than  he  eagerly 
asked  if  the  French  ship  was  not  the  Diligence? 
the  commodore  replied  whh  a  stare,  '  the  very 
same,  my  lad.'  *  Then,'  said  Gauntlet,  '  the  per- 
son of  whom  you  are  pleased  to  make  such  honour- 
able mention  was  my  own  father.'  ''  The  devil 
he  was !'  (cried  Trunnion,  shaking  him  by  tlie 
hand),  '  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  a  son  of  Ned  Gunt- 
let in  my  house.' 

This  discovery  introduced  a  thousand  questions, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  old  gentleman  learnt 
the  situation  of  his  friend's  family,  and  discharged 
iununierable  execrations  upon  the  ingratitude  and 
injustice  of  the  ministry,  which  had  failed  to  pro- 
vide for  the  son  of  such  a  brave  soldier.  Nor  was 
his  friendship  confined  to  such  ineffectual  cxpr^s- 

Vol.  L  K 


'^18  THE  ADVENTURES  OF 

sions  ;  be  that  same  evening  signifial  to  Peregrine 
a  desire  of  doing  something  for  his  friend.  This 
inclination  was  so  much  praised,  encouraged,  and 
promoted,  by  his  gwlsou,  and  even  supported  by 
his  counsellor  llatchwav,  that  our  hero  was  era- 
j^owcred  to  present  liim  with  a  sum  of  money  suf- 
licient  to  purchase  a  commission. 

Though  nothing  coukl  be  more  agreeable  to 
Pickle  than  this  permission,  he  was  afraid  that 
Godfrey's  scrupulous  disposition  would  hinder  him 
from  subjecting  himself  to  any  such  obligation  ; 
and  therefore  proposed  that  he  should  be  decoyed 
into  his  own  interest  by  a  feigned  story,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  would  be  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  of  the  money,  as  a  debt  which  the  commo- 
dore had  contracted  of  his  father  at  sea.  Trun- 
nion made  wry  faces  at  this  expedient,  the  neces- 
sity of  which  he  could  not  conceive,  w ithout  call- 
ing in  question  the  common  sense  of  Gauntlet,  as 
lie  took  it  for  granted,  that  such  offers  as  those  were 
not  to  be  rejected  on  any  consideration  Avhatever. 
Besides,  he  could  not  digest  an  artifice,  by  which 
he  himself  must  own  that  he  had  lived  so  many 
years,  ^vithout  manifesting  the  least  intention  of 
doing  justice  to  his  creditor.  All  these  objections, 
however, .were  removed  by  the  zeal  and  rhetoric  of 
Peregrine,  who  represented  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  befriend  him  on  any  other  terms  ;  that 
his  silence  hitherto  would  be  imputed  to  his  want 
of  information,  touching  the  circumstances  and 
condition  of  his  friend ;  and  that  his  remembering 
and  insisting  upon  discharging  the  obligation,  after 
such  an  interval  of  time,  when  the  whole  affair  was 
in  oblivion,  woufd  be  the  greatest  compliment  he 
could  pay  to  his  own  honour  and  integrity. 

Thus  jx'rsuaded,  he  took  an  opportunity  of 
Gauntlet's  bemg  alone  with  him  to  broach  the  af- 
iair,  telling  the  young  man,  that  his  father  had  ad- 
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vanccil  a  sum  of  monoy  for  him,  when  tliej  sailed 
toi^dhcr,  on  account  of  the  mess,  as  well  as  to  stop 
tite  mouth  of  a  clamorous  creditor  at  Portsmouth; 
and  (hat  the  said  sum,  with  interest,  amounted  to 
about  four  hundred  pounds,  which  he  would  now, 
with  great  lliankfulness,  repay. 

Godfrey  was  amazed  at  this  declaration,  and, 
after  a  considerable  pause,  replied,  tiiat  he  had 
never  heard  his  parents  mention  any  such  debt ; 
(hat  no  memorandum  or  voucher  of  it  was  found 
among  his  father's  papers ;  and,  that  in  all  pro- 
bability, it  must  have  been  discharged  long  ago, 
although  the  commodore,  in  such  a  long  course  of 
^ime,  and  hurry  of  occupation,  might  have  forgot 
the  repayment :  he  theretbre  desired  to  be  excused 
from  accepting,  what,  in  his  own  conscience,  he 
believed  was  not  his  due;  and  complimented  the 
old  gentleman  upon  his  being  so  scrupulously  just 
and  honourable. 

The  soldier's  refusal,  which  was  matter  of  as- 
tonishment to  Trunnion,  increased  his  inclination 
to  assist  him  ;  and,  on  pretence  of  acquitting  his 
own  character,  he  urged  his  beneficence  with  suck 
obstinacy,  that  Gauntlet,  afraid  of  disobliging  him, 
was  in  a  manner  compelled  to  receive  a  draught 
for  the  money,  for  which  he  subscribed  an  ample  > 
discharge,  and  immediately  transmitted  the  order 
to  his  mother,  whom,  at  the  same  time,  he  inform- 
ed of  the  circumstances  by  which  (hey  had  so  un- 
expectedly gained  this  accession  of  fortune. 

Such  a  piece  of  news  could  «ot  fail  of  being 
agreeable  to  Mrs.  Gauntlet,  who,  by  the  first  post, 
wrote  a  polite  letter  of  acknowledgment  to  the  com- 
modore, another  to  her  own  son,  importing,  that 
she  had  already  sent  the  draught  to  a  friend  in 
Jiondon,  with  directions  to  deposit  it  in  the  hands 
of  a  certain  banker,  for  the  purchase  of  the  first 
ensigncy  to  \)e  sold;  and  she  took  the  liberty  ©f 
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sending  a  third  to  Peregrine,  coucbed  in  very  af- 
fectionate terms,  with  a  kind  postscript,  signed  by 
Miss  Sophy  and  liis  charming  Emilia. 

This  aii'air  being  transacted  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned,  preparations  yycre  set  on  foot  for 
tlie  departure  of  our  hero,  on  whom  his  uncle 
settled  an  annuity  of  eight  hundreil  poimds,  being 
little  less  than  one  half  of  his  Avhole  income.  By 
this  time  indeed  the  old  gentleman  could  easily 
afford  to  alienate  such  a  part  of  his  fortune,  be- 
cause he  entertained  little  or  no  company,  kept 
few  servants,  and  was  remarkably  plain  and  fru- 
gal in  his  house-keeping ;  Mrs.  Trunnion  being 
now  some  jears  on  the  wrong  side  of  fifty,  her  in- 
firmities began  to  increase  ;  and  though  her  pride 
had  suffered  no  diminution,  her  vanity  was  alto- 
ther  subdued  by  her  avarice. 

A  Swiss  valet  de  chambre,  who  had  already 
made  the  tour  of  Eurojje,  was  hirect  for  the  care 
of  Peregrine's  own  person  ;  Pipes  being  ignorant 
of  the  French  language,  as  w  cU  as  otherwise  unfit 
for  the  office  of  a  fashionable  attendant,  it  was  re- 
solved that  he  should  remaui  in  garrison  ;  and  his 
place  was  immediately  supplied  by  a  Parisian  lac- 
quey engaged  at  Londcm  for  that  purjjose.  Pipes 
did  not  seem  to  relish  this  disposition  of  tilings  ; 
and  though  he  made  no  verbal  objections  to  it, 
looked  remarkably  sour  at  his  successor  upon  his 
first  arrival ;  but  this  sullen  fit  seemed  gradually 
to  wear  off;  and,  long  before  his  master's  depart- 
ure, he  had  recovered  his  natural  tranquillity  and 
imconccrn. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


The  two  young  gentlemen  display  their  talents  for  gal- 
lantry, in  the  course  of  which  they  are  involved  in  a 
ludicrous  circumstance  of  distress,  and  afterwards 
take  vengeance  on  the  author  of  their  mishap. 

JMiwVNWHiLE  our  hero  and  his  new  friend,  to" 
i!:ether  willi  honest  Jjick  Hatchway,  made  daily 
excursions  into  the  country,  visited  the  geullenieii 
in  the  neii^hbourhood,  and  frequently  accompani- 
ed them  to  the  chase  ;  all  three  being  exceeding- 
ly caressed  on  account  of  their  talents,  which  could 
accommodate  themselves  with  great  facility  to  the 
tempers  and  turns  of  their  entertainers.  The  lieu- 
tenant was  a  droll  in  his  way,  Peregrine  possessed 
a  great  fund  of  sprightlincss  and  good  humour, 
and  Godfrey,  among  his  other  qualitications,  al- 
ready recited,  sung  a  most  excellent  song ;  so  that 
the  company  of  this  triumvirate  was  courted  in  all 
parties,  whether  male  or  female;  and  if  the  hearts 
of  our  young  gentlemen  had  not  been  pre-engag- 
ed "they  would  have  met  with  opportunities  in 
abundance  of  displaying  their  address  in  the  art 
of  love  ;  not  but  that  they  gave  loose  to  their  gal- 
lantry without  much  interesting  their  afiectibns, 
and  amused  then)selves  with  little  intrigues,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  man  of  pleasure,  do  not  affect 
his  fuleliiy  to  the  acknowledged  sovereign  of  his 
soul. 

In  the  midst  of  these  amusements,  our  hero  re- 
ceived an  intimation  from  his  sister,  that  slie  should 
be  overjoyed  to  meet  him  next  day,  at  five  o'clock 
in  tlie  afternoon,  at  the  house  of  her  nurse,  who 
lived  in  a  cottage  hard  by  her  father's  habitation, 
she  being  debarred  from  all  opportimity  of  s(«ing 
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hira  in  any  other  place  by  the  severity  of  her  mo- 
ther, "who  suspectcil  her  inclination. 

He  accordingly  obeyed  the  summons,  and  went 
at  the  time  appointed  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
where  he  met  this  affectionate  long  lady,  who, 
when  he  entered  the  room,  ran  towards  him  with 
all  the  eagerness  of  transport,  flung  her  arms  about 
his  neck,  and  shed  a  flood  of  tears  in  his  bosom 
before  she  could  utter  one  word,  except  a  repetition 
of  my  dear  dear  brother  !  lie  embraced  her  with 
all  the  piety  of  fraternal  tenderness,  wept  over  her 
in  his  turn,  assured  her  that  this  was  one  of  the 
happiest  moments  of  his  life,  and  kindly  thanked 
her  for  having  resisted  the  example  and  disobeyed 
the  injunctions  of  his  mother's  unnatural  aversion. 

He  was  ravished  to  find  by  her  conversation, 
that  she  possessed  a  great  share  of  sensibility  and 
prudent  reflection  ;  for  slie  lamented  the  infatua- 
tion of  her  parents  with  the  most  filial  regret,  and 

-.;_y  •  ..:.^, -x..«^  M.«*  »>^. ,^^   ^^^ 

lanous  disposition  of  her  younger  brother,  as  a  hu- 
mane sister  may  be  supposed  io  have  entertained. 
He  made  her  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances 
of  his  own  fortuiic;  and,  as  he  supposed  she  spent 
her  time  very  disagreeably  at  home,  among  cha- 
racters which  must  be  shockingly  distressing,  pro- 
fes-sed  a  desire  of  removing  her  into  some  other 
sphere,  where  she  could  live  with  mare  tranquillity 
and  satisfaction. 

She  objected  to  trjis  proposal,  as  an  expedient 
that  would  infallibly  subject  her  to  the  implacable 
resentment  of  her  mother,  whose  favour  and  aifec- 
tlon  she  at  present  enjoyed  but  in  a  very  int  ousi- 
derable  degree ;  and  they  had  canvas>ed  divers 
schemes  of  corresj)onding  for  the  future,  when  the 
voice  of  Mrs.  Pickle  was  heard  at  the  door. 

Miss  Jidia  (that  was  the  young  lady's  name) 
finding  herself  betrayed,  was  seizcu  with  a  viulcu:t 
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njrilation  of  fear,  and  Peregrine  scarce  had  time  (o 
encourage  her  >vith  a  promise  of  protection,  before 
t  lie  door  of  the  apartment  being  flung  open,  this 
irreconcilable  parent  rnshetl  in,  and,  witli  a  fu- 
rious aspect,  Hew  directly  at  her  trembling  daugh- 
ter, wlien  the  son  interposing,  received  the  first 
discharge  of  her  fury. 

Her  eyes  gleamed  with  all  tlic  rage  of  indigna- 
tion, which  choaked  up  her  uUerance,  and  seeni* 
ed  to  convulse  her  M hole  frame:  slie  twisted  her 
loft  liand  in  his  liair,  and  with  the  other  bulletted 
him  about  the  face  till  the  blood  gushed  from  his 
nostrils  and  mouth  ;  while  he  defended  his  sister 
from  the  cruelty  of  Gam,  ^vho  assaulted  her  from 
anolher  quarlery  seeing  his  brother  engaged.  This 
attack  lasted  several  minutes  with  great  violence, 
till  at  length  Peregrine  finding  himself  in  danger 
of  being  overpowered,  if  he  should  remain  any 
longer  on  the  defensive,  laid  his  brother  on  his 
back;  then  he  disentangled  his  mother's  hand 
from  his  own  liair,  and^ having  pushed  her  gently 
out  of  the  room,  bolted  the  dour  on  the  inside  ; 
fmally,  turning  to  Gam,  he  threw  him  out  at  the 
Avimlow,  among  a  parcel  of  hogs  tliat  fed  under 
it.  By  this  time  JuJja,  was  almost  quite  distracted 
■with  terror  ;  she  knew  she  had  offended  beyonU 
all  hope  of  forgiveness,  and  from  that  moment  con- 
sidered herself  as  an  exile  from  her  father's  house. 
In  vain  did  her  brother  strive  to  console  her  Avitli 
fresh  protestations  of  love  and  protection  ;  she 
counted  herself  extremely  miserable  in  being  ob- 
liged to  endure  the  eternal  resentment  of  a  parent 
>vitii  whom  she  had  hitherio  lived,  and  dreaded  the 
censure  of  the  world,  which,  from  her  mother's 
misrepresentation,  she  was  sensible  would  condemn 
her  n{duard.  That  she  might  Hot,  however,  ne- 
glect any  means  in  her  power  of  averting  tliis  storm, 
she  resolved  to  xi])i)ease,  if  possible,  hec  mothej's 
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wrath  with  liumiliation,  antl  even  appeal  to  tiie 
ijiflnence  of  her  fatlier,  weak  as  it  was,  before  slie 
Avould  de?»pair  of  Ix'ing  forg-iven.  But  the  good 
lady  spared  Jier  this  unnecessary  application,  by 
felling  her,  through  the  key-hole,  that  slie  must 
never  expect  to  come  within  lier  father's  door 
again ;  tor  from  that  hour  she  renounced  her  as 
unworthy  of  her  aftection  and  regard.  .Julia, 
weeping  bitterly,  endeaAoured  to  soften  the  rigour 
of  this  sentence,  by  the  most  submissive  and  rea- 
sonable remonstrances  ;  but  as  in  her  vindication 
she  of  necessity  espoused  her  elder  brother's  cause, 
her  endeavours,  instead  of  soothing,  served  only 
to  exasperate  Jier  mother  to  an  higlier  pitch  of  iii- 
dignation,  Avhich  discharged  itself  in  invectives 
against  Peregrine,  Avhom  she  reviled  with  the  epi- 
thets of  a  worthless  abandoned  reprobate.  > 

The  youth,  hearing  these  unjust  aspersions, 
trembled  with  resentment  tlirough  every  limb,  as- 
suring the  upbraider  that  he  considered  her  as  an 
object  of  compassion  ;  '  for,  Avithout  all  doubt,' 
«aid  he,  '  your  diabolical  rancour  must  be  severe- 
ly punished  by  the  thorns  of  your  own  conscience, 
which  this  very  instant  taxes  you  Avith  the  malice 
and  falsehood  of  a  our  reproaclies.  As  for  my  sis- 
ter, I  bless  God  that  you  have  not  l)een  able  to  in- 
fect her  Avith  your  unnatural  prejudice,  which, 
becauscjjhe  is  too  just,  too  virtuous,  too  humane 
to  imbibe,  you  reject  her  as  an  alien  to  your  blood, 
and  turn  her  out  unprovided  into  a  barbarous 
Avorld.  But  even  there  your  A'itious  purpose  shall 
be  defeated  ;  that  same  providence  that  screened 
me  from  the  cruelty  of  your  hate  shall  extend  its 
protection  to  her,  until  I  shall  find  it  convenient 
to  assert  by  law  that  right  of  maintenance  which 
nature,  it  seems,  hath  bcstoAved  ujion  us  in  vain. 
In  the  meantime,  you  Avill  enjoy  the  satisfaction 
of  paying  an  uiidivi(|c(,]|  niimiuip  to  that  darling 
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son,  -Nvliosc  amiable  qualities  have  so  long  engaged 
and  engrossed  your  love  and  esteem.' 

Til  is  freedom  of  expostnlatiori  exalted  his  mo- 
ther's ire  to  mere  frenzy  ;  she  cursed  him  with  the 
bitterest  imprecations,  and  raved  like  a  bedlamite 
at  the  door,  wliich  she  attempted  to  burst  open* 
Ifer  elTorts  v.erc  seconded  by  her  favourite  son, 
who  denounced  vengeance  against  Peregrine,  made 
furious  assaults  against  the  lock,  which  resisted  all 
their  ai)plicati()ns,  until  our  hero  espying  his 
friends  Gauntlet  and  Pipes  stepping  over  a  stile 
that  stood  about  a  furlong  from  the  window,  call- 
ed them  to  his  assistance  ;  giving  them  to  under- 
stand how  he  Avas  besieged,  he  desired  they  would 
keep  off  his  motlier,  that  he  might  the  more  easily 
secure  his  sister  Julia's  retreat.  The  young  soldier 
entered  accordingly,  and,  posting  himself  between 
Mrs.  Pickle  and  the  door,  gaAC  the  signal  to  his 
friend,  who,  lifting  up  his  sister  in  his  arms,  car- 
ried her  safe  without  the  clutches  of  this  she-dragon, 
Avhile  Pipes,  with  his  cudgel,  kept  young  master 
at  bay. 

TJie  mother  being  thus  deprived  of  her  prey, 
sprung  upon  Gauntlet  like  a  lioness  robbed  of  her 
whelps,  and  he  must  have  suffered  sorely  in  the 
flesh,  had  he  not  prevented  her  mischievous  intent 
by  seizing  both  her  wrists,  and  so  keeping  her  at 
due  distance.  In  attempting  to  disengage  herself 
from  his  grasp,  she  struggled  with  such  exertion', 
;ind  suffered  such  agony  of  passion  at  the  same 
time,  that  she  actually  fell  into  a  severe  fit,  during 
which  she  was  put  to  bed,  and  the  confederates  re- 
tired without  further  molestation. 

In  the  meantime.  Peregrine  was  not  a  little  per- 
plexed about  the  disposal  of  his  sister,  whom  he  had 
rescued.  He  could  not  endure  the  thoughts  of 
saddling  the  commodore  w  ith  a  new  expence :  and 
he  was  afraid  of  undertaking  the  charge  of  Julia, 
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without  his  benefactor's  advice  aud  direction  ;■  for 
the  present,  however,  he  carried  her  to  the  house 
of  a  gciitlemau  in  the  neighbourhood,  whose  hidy 
TV  as  her  godrnotlier,  wliere  she  was  received  witli 
great  tenderness  and  condolence  ;  and  he  purpos- 
ed to  inquire  for  some  creditable  house,  where  slie 
might  be  genteelly  boarded  in  his  absence,  resolv- 
ing to  maintain  her  from  the  savings  of  his  own 
allowance,  which  he  thought  mighf  very  well  bear 
such  dediicdon.  But  this  intention  was  frustrat- 
ed by  the  publication  of  the  whole  aflair,  which 
was  divulged  next  day,  and  soon  reached  the  ears 
of  Trunnion,  who  chid  his  godson  for  having  con- 
cealed the  adventure;  and,,  with  the  apprdjation 
of  his  wife,  ordered  him  to  bring  Julia  forthwith 
to  the  garrison.  The  young  gentleman,  with  tears, 
of  gratitude  in  his  eyes,  explained  his  design  ol" 
maintaining  her  at  his  own  expence,  and  earnest- 
ly begged  that  he  might  not  be  deprived  of  that 
satisfaction.  But  his  uncle  was  deaf  to  all  his  eti- 
treaties,  and  insisted  upon  her  living  in  the  gar- 
rison, though  for  no  other  reason  than  that  of  be-- 
ing  company  to  her  aunt,  ^vho,  he  observed,  was., 
lost  for  want  of  conversation. 

Julia  was  accordingly  brought  home,  and  settl-- 
ed  under  i.i^  tuitiim  of  Mrs.  Tnuuiion,  wlio,  what- 
ever face  she  might  jiul  on  the  matter,  could  have 
dispensed  with  the  society  of  licr  niece  ;  though  ' 
she  was  not  without  hope  of  gratifying  her  piqut> 
to  Mrs.  Pickle,  by  the  intelligence  she  would  re- 
ceive from  the  daugfiter  of  that  lady's  economy 
and  domestic  behaviour.  The  mother  herself  seem- 
ed conscious  of  this  ad  vantage  which  her  sister-in- 
law  had  now  gained  over  her,  being  as  much  cha- 
grined at  the  news  of  Julia's  reception  in  thegar- 
jison,  as  if  she  had  heard  of  licr  own  husband's, 
death.  She  even  tortured  her  invention  to  propa- 
gate caluromes  against  the  reputation  of  her  own. 
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daugljter,  whom  she  slarulcrcd  in  all  companies  ; 
she  exclaimed  ai^ainst  the  commodore  as  an  old 
riiHian,  who  spirited  up  a  rebellion  among  her 
children,  and  imputed  the  hospitality  of  his  witi', 
in  countenanchig  them,  to  nothing  else  but  her  in- 
veterate enmity  to  their  mother,  whom  they  luid 
disobliged.  She  now  insisted,  in  the  most  jK^emp- 
tory  terms,  upon  her  husband's  renouncing  all  com- 
merce with  the  oUllad  of  the  castle  and  his  adher- 
ents ;  and  Mr.  Gamaliel,  having  by  this  time 
contracted  other  friendships,  readily  submitted  to 
Ijer  will,  nay,  even  refused  to  communicate  with 
the  commodore  one  night,  when  they  happened 
to  meet  by  accident  at  the  public  house. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

The  commodore  sends  a  challenge  to  Gamaliel,  and  is  im- 
posed upon  ly  a  waggish  invention  of4he  lieutenant. 
Peregrine,  and  Gauntlet. 

1  HIS  affront  Trunnion  could  by  no  means  digest : 
he  advised  with  the  lieutenant  upon  the  subject ; 
and  the  result  of  their  consultation  was  a  detianco 
which  the  old  commander  sent  to  Fickle,  demand- 
ing that  he  would  meet  him  at  such  a  place  on 
horscljack  with  a  brace  of  pistols,  and  give  satis- 
faction tor  the  slight  he  had  put  upon  him. 

Nothing  could  have  atfordcd  more  pleasure  to 
Jack  than  th.e  acceptance  of  this  challenge,  which 
he  delivered  verbally  to  Mr.  Gamaliel,  who  was 
called  out  from  the  club  at  Tunley's  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  nature  of  this  message  had  an  instanN 
aneous  effect  upon  the  constitution  of  the  ])aci/ic 
Pickle,  whosd  bowels  j^eanied  with  apprehension^  -  | 
and  un<^erwent  such  violent  agitation  on  the  spot^  • 
that  one  would  have  thought  the  operatioji  pro- 
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cpcflcd  from  some  severe  joke  of  the  apothecarj-j 
uliich  he  had  swallowed  in  his  beer. 

Tlie  messenger,  despairing  of  a  satisfactory 
answer,  left  him  in  this  woeful  condition  ;  and, 
being  loth  to  lose  any  opportunity  of  raising  the 
laugji  against  the  commodore,  went  immediately 
and  communicated  the  wliole  afl'air  to  the  young 
gentlemen,  entreating  them,  for  the  love  of  God, 
to  concert  some  means  of  bringing  old  Hannibal 
into  the  field.  The  two  friends  relished  the  pro- 
j)osal,  and,  after  some  deliberation,  it  was  resohed 
that  Hatchway  sliould  tell  Trunnion  his  invitation 
was  accepted  by  Gamaliel,  who  would  meet  him, 
at  the  place  appointed,  with  his  second,  to-morrow 
in  the  t^\i!ight,  because,  if  either  should  fall,  the 
other  would  have  the  better  chance  for  escaping 
in  the  dark  ;  that  Godfrey  should  personate  old 
J"*ickle's  friend,  and  Peregrine  represent  his  own 
fatiier,  while  the  lieutenant  should  take  care,  in 
loading  the  pistols,  to  keep  out  the  shot,  so  that 
no  damage  might  be  done  in  the  rencounter. 

These  circumstances  being  adjusted,  the  lieu- 
tenant returned  to  his  principal  with  a  most  thun- 
dering reply  front  his  antagonist,  wliose  courage- 
ous behaviour,  though  it  could  not  intimidate,  did 
not  fail  to  astonish  the  commodore,  who  ascribed 
it  to  the  spirit  of  his  wife,  which  had  inspired 
liira.  Trunnion  that  instant  desired  his  counsel- 
lor to  prepare  his  cartridge-box,  and  order  the 
quietest  horse  in  the  stable  to  be  kept  ready  saddled 
tor  the  occasion ;  his  eye  seemed  to  lighten  with 
alacrity  and  pleasure  at  the  prospect  of  smelling 

funpowder  once  more  before  his  death  ;  and  when 
ack  advised  him  to  make  his  will,  in  case  of  ac- 
cident, he  rejected  his  counsel  with  disdain,  say- 
ing,— '  what !  dost  think  that  Hawser  Trunnion, 
Aviio  has  stood  the  fire  of  so  many  floating  batteries, 
J  uiis  any  risk  from  the  lousy  pops  of  a  landman  2 


PEREGRINE  PICKLE.  229 

thou  slialt  see,  thou  shalt  see  how  I  shall  make 
hiiu  lower  his  topsails.'  Next  clay  Peregrine  and 
the  soldier  providetl  themselves  with  horses  at  the 
public  house,  from  whence,  at  the  destined  hour, 
they  roile  to  the  lield  of  battle,  each  of  Ihem  being 
nmllled  in  a  great  coat,  which,  with  tlie  dimness 
of  the  light,  efiectually  slucldcd  them  from  the 
knoNv  ledge  of  tlie  one-eyed  commander,  who  hav- 
ing taken  horse,  on  pretence  of  enjoying  the  fresh 
air,  soon  appeared  with  Hatchway  in  his  rear. 
Wiicn  they  came  within  sight  of  each  other,  the 
seconds  advanced,  in  order  to  divide  the  ground, 
and  regulate  the  measures  of  the  combat ;  when 
it  was  determined,  by  mutual  consent,  that  two 
pistols  should  be  dischargied  on  each  side,  ami 
that,  if  neither  should  prove  decisive,  recourse 
must  be  had  to  the  broad  swords,  in  order  to  as- 
certaiji  the  victory.  These  articles  being  settled, 
the  opponents  rode  forward  to  their  respective  sta- 
tions, when  Peregrine,  cocking  his  pistol,  and  pre- 
senting, counterfeited  his  father's  voice,  bidding' 
Trunnion  take  care  of  his  remaining  eye.  The 
commodore  took  Ids  advice,  being  unwilling  to 
hazard  his  day-light,  and  very  deliberately  oppos- 
ed the  patched  side  of  his  face  to  the  muzzle  of  his 
antagonist's  piece,  desiring  him  to  do  his  duty 
without  further  jaw  The  young  man  according- 
ly fired,  and  the  distance  being  small,  the  wad  of 
his  pistol  took  place  with  a  smart  stroke  on  the 
forehead  of  Trunnion,  who,  mistaking  it  for  a  ball, 
which  he  thought  was  lodged  in  his  brain,  spurred 
up  his  steed  in  a  state  of  desperation  towards  his 
antagonist,  and  holding  his  piece  within  two  yards 
of  his  body,  let  it  off,  without  any  regard  to  the 
laws  of  battle.  Surprised  and  enraged  to  see  it 
had  made  no  impression,  he  hallooed  in  a  terrible 
tone, — '  O  damn  ye,  you  have  got  your  netthig 
stuficd,  I  seei'  an^^j  advancing,  discharged  his 
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second  pistol  so  near  Ijls  godson's  head,  ihai,  Jiad" 
he  not  been  defended  by  liis  great  coat,  the  pow- 
der must  have  scorched  his  face.  Having  thus 
dirown  away  his  fire,  he  remained  at  the  raer('y 
of  Peregrine,  who,  clapping  the  ]>iecehe  had  in  re- 
serve to  liis  head,  commanded  him  to  beg  his  life, 
and  ask  pardon  for  liis  presumption.  The  com- 
modore made  no  reply  to  tlHs  imperious  injunc- 
tion, but  dropping  his  pistol,  and  unsheathing  his 
broad  sMord  in  aa  instant,  attacked  onr  hero  with 
such  incredible  agility,  that,  if  he  liad  not  made 
shift  to  ward  off  the  stroke  with  hi*  piece,  ihc  ad- 
Venture,  in  all  likelihofxl,  would  have  turne<l  out 
a  very  tragical  jokt>.  Peregrine  finding  it  would 
be  in  vain  for  him  to  think  of  drawing  his  wea- 
pon, or  of  standing  on  the  defensive  against  this 
xtirious  aggressor,  very  fairly  clap[3ed  spurs  to  his 
nag,  and  sought  his  safety  in  liight.  Trunnion 
pursued  him  with  infinite  eagerness,  and  ids  steed 
ixjing  the  better  of  tlie  two,  would  have  overtaken 
the  fugitive  to  his  peril,  had  he  not  been  unfortu- 
nately encountered  by  the  boughs  of  a  tree,  that 
fiappene<l  to  stand  on  his  blind  side,  and  incom- 
moded him  so  much,  tluit  hewas  fain  to  quit  his  - 
sword,  and  lay  hold  on  the  mane,  in  order  to  main- 
lain  his  seat.  Perry  perceiving  his  disaster,  wheel- 
ed about,  ami  now  finding  leisure  to  produce  his  - 
weapon,  returned  upon  his  disarmctl  foe,  brandish- 
ing his  ferrara,  threatening  to  make  him  shorter 
hy  the  hcinl,  if  he  wmdd  not  immediately  crave 
quarter  and  yield.  There  was  nothing  farther 
from  the  intention  of  the  old  gentleman  than  such 
Submission,  wjuch  be  flatly  refused  to  pay,  alleg- 
ing that  he  had  already  compelled  his  enemy  to  . 
clap  on  all  his  sails,  and  that  his  own  present  mis- 
fortune was  owing  to  accident,  all  one  as  if  a  ship 
should  be  attacketl,  after  she  had  been  obliged  to 
feeave  her  guns  overboard  iJi  a  storm. 
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Before  Peregrine  had  time  to  answer  this  rc- 
monj>trauce,  the  lieutenant  interposed,  and,  taking 
cognizance  of  the  case,  established  a  truce,  until 
lie  and  the  other  second  should  discuss  and  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  the  cause.  They  accordingly 
retired  to  a  small  distance,  and,  after  having  con- 
ferred a  few  minutes,  Hatcliway  returned,  and  pro- 
nounced the  commodore  vanquished  by  the  chance 
of  war. 

Never  was  rage  more  transported  than  that 
which  took  possession  of  old  Hannibal,  when  he 
heard  the  sentence :  it  was  some  time  before  he 
<ould  utter  aught,  except  the  reproachful  expres» 
sion,  j/ou  lie !  which  he  rei)eatetl  more  than  twenty 
times  in  a  sort  of  delirious  insensibility.  When  he 
recovered  the  further  use  of  speech,  he  abused  the 
arbitrators  Mith  such  bitter  invectives,  renouncing 
their  sentence,  and  appealing  to  another  trial,  that 
the  contederates  began  to  repent  of  having  carried 
the  joke  so  fir ;  and  Peregrine,  in  order  to  appease 
his  choler,  owned  himself  overcome. 

This  acknowlcdg-ment  calmed  the  tumult  of  his- 
wrath,  though  he  could  not  for  some  days  forgive 
the  lieutenant ;  and  t!ie  two  young  gentlemen  rode 
back  to  Tunley's,  while  Hatchway,  taking  the 
commodore's  horse  by  the  bridle,  reconducted  him 
to  his  mansion,  growling  all  the  way  to  Jack  for 
Jiis  unjust  and  unfri(iid!y  decree ;  though  he  could 
not  help  observing,  as  how  he  had  made  his  words 
goo(^,  iji  making  his  adversary  strike  his  topsails  : 
'  and  yet,*  said  he,  '  before  God  !  I  think  the 
fellow's  head  is  made  of  a  wool-pack ;  for  my  shot 
lebounded  from  his  face  like  a  wad  of  spun-yarn 
from  the  side  of  a  ship.  But  if  so  be  that  son  of 
a  bitch  of  a  tree  hadn't  come  athwart  my  weather- 
bow,  d'ye  see,  I'll  be  damn'd  if  I  hadn't  snapt  his 
main-yard  in  the  slings,  and  mayhap  let  out  his 
bulge-water  into  the  bargain.'  He  seemed  parti- 
cularly vaiii  of  this  exploit^  which  dwelt  upon  his 
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imagination,  and  Avas  cherished  as  the  child  of 
his  old  age;  for  though  he  could  not  witli  decency 
rehearse  it  to  the  young  men  and  his  wife  at  sup- 
per, lie  gave  shrewd  hints  of  his  own  mardiood, 
even  at  these  years,  and  attested  Hatchway  as  a 
voucher  for  his  mettle  ;  while  the  triumvirate,  di- 
verted by  his  vanity,  enjoyed  in  secret  the  success 
of  their  imposition. 


CHAPTER  XXX  III. 

Peregrine  takes  his  leave  of  Ms  aunt  and  sister. .  . .  sets 
out  from  the  garrison. .  .  .parts  with  his  uncle  and 
Hatchway  on  the  road,  and,  with  his  governor y  ar- 
rives in  safety  at  Dover. 

i.  iiis,  however,  was  the  last  effort  of  invention 
which  they  practised  upon  him  ;  and  every  thing 
being  now  prepared  for  the  departure  of  his  god- 
son, that  hopeful  youth  in  two  days  took  laive  of 
all  his  friends  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  was 
closeted  two  whole  hours  with  his  aunt,  who  en- 
riched him  with  many  pious  advices,  recapitulat- 
ed all  the  benefits  which  through  her  means  had 
been  conferred  upon  him  since  his  infancy,  cau- 
tioned him  against  the  temptations  of  lewd  women,, 
who  bring  many  a  man  to  a  morsel  of  bread  ;  laid 
strict  injunctions  upon  him  to  live  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  and  the  true  protestant  faith,  to  eschew 
quarrels  and  contentions,  to  treat  INIr.  Jolter  mth. 
reverence  and  regard,  and,  above  all  things,  to^ 
abstain  from  the  beastly  sin  of  drukenness,  which 
exposed  a  man  to  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  his 
fellow -creatures,  and,  by  divesting  him  of  reason 
and  reflection,  rendered  him  fit  for  all  manner  of 
vice  and  debauchery.  She  recommendetl  to  him 
economy  and  the  care  of  his  health,  bade  him  re- 
member the  honour  of  his  family  ;  and,  in  all  the 
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circiimsfanccs  of  his  In^liaviour,  assured  him,  that 
he  might  always  depend  upon  the  friendship  and 
ia:enerositv  of  tlie  commodore.  Finally,  present- 
Uv^  him  witli  her  own  picture  set  in  i^old,  and  a 
imndred  guineas  from  her  privy  purse,  she  em- 
braced him  affectionately,  and  wished  him  all 
manner  of  !ia})piness  and  prosperity. 

Beinu:  ^hns  kindly  dismissed  by  Airs.  Trunnion, 
he  locked  himself  up  with  his  sister  Julia,  whom 
he  admonished  to  cultivate  her  aunt  with  the  most 
complaisant  and  respectful  attention,  without 
stoopmi^  to  any  circumstance  ot  submission  that 
she  should  judge  unworthy  of  her  practice;  he 
piotestetl,  tliat  his  chief  study  should  be  to  make 
her  amends  for  the  privilege  she  had  forfeited  by 
her  affection  for  him  ;  entreated  her  to  enter  into 
no  engagement  witliout  his  knowledge  and  appro- 
bation ;  put  into  her  hand  the  }5urse  which  he  Irad 
received  from  his  aunt,  to  defray  her  pocket  ex- 
pences  in  his  absence,  and  parted  from  her,  not 
without  tears,  after  she  had  for  some  minutes  hun;* 
about  his  neck,  kisshig  him,  and  weeping  in  the 
most  pathetic  silence. 

Hiiving  ]3erf()rmed  these  duties  of  affection  and 
consanguinity  over  night,  he  went  to  bed,  and 
was,  by  his  own  direction,  called  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  he  found  the  post-chaise, 
coach,  and  riding  horses,  ready  at  the  gate,  his 
friends  (Gauntlet  and  Hatchway  on  foot,  tlie  com- 
modore himself  almost  dressed,  and  every  servant 
in  the  garrison  assembled  in  tlie  yard  to  wish  hiiu 
a  good  journey.  Our  hero  shook  each  of  these 
humble  !"» lends  by  the  hand,  tipping  them  at  the 
same  time  with  jjjgjks  of  his  bounty ;  and  was 
very  much  surprised  when  he  could  not  perceive 
his  old  attendant  Pipes  among  the  number.  When 
he  expressed  his  wonder  at  tliis  disrespectful  omis- 
sion of  Tom,  some  of  those  present  ran  to  his 
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cliamljer,  in  order  to  give  him  a  call,  but  his  ham- 
mock and  room  were  both  deserted,  and  they  soon 
returned  with  an  account  of  his  liaving:  eloped. 
Peregrine  Avas  disturbed  at  this  information,  be- 
lieving that  the  fellow  had  taken  some  desperate 
course  in  consequence  of  Iiis  being  dismissed 
from  his  service,  and  began  to  wish  that  he  had 
indulged  his  inclination,  by  retaining  him  still 
about  his  person.  However,  as  there  was  now  no 
other  remedy,  he  recommended  him  strenuously 
to  the  particular  favour  and  distinction  of  his 
uncle  and  Hatchway,  in  case  he  should  aj)pear 
again  ;  and,  as  he  went  out  of  the  gate,  A\as  sa- 
luted with  three  cheers  by  all  the  domestics  in  the 
family.  The  commodore,  Gauntkt,  lieutenant, 
Peregrine,  and  .Toiler,  went  into  the  coach  toge- 
ther, that  they  might  enjoy  each  other's  convers- 
ation as  much  as  possible,  resolving  to  brciikfast 
at  an  inn  upon  the  road,  wliere  Trunnion  and 
Hatchway  intended  to  bid  our  adventurer  fare- 
^el  I  iiie  valet  de  ciiambre  gui  imo  the  post  chaise, 
the  French  lacquey  rode  one  horse,  and  led  an- 
other, one  of  the  valets  of  the  garrison  mounted  at 
the  back  of  the  coacli,  and  thus  the  cavalcade  set 
out  on  the  road  to  Dover.  As  the  commodore 
could  not  bear  the  fatigue  of  joitiug,  they  travel- 
led at  any  easy  pace  during  the  first  stage,  so  tliat 
the  old  gentleman  had  an  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating his  exhortations  to  his  godson,  with  re- 
gard to  his  conduct  abroad  ;  he  advised  him,  now 
I  hat  lie  was  going  into  foreign  parts,  to  be  upon 
kis  guard  against  the  fair  weather  of  the.  French 
politesse,  which  was  no  more  to  be  trusted  than  a 
whirlpool  at  sf'a.  He  observed,  that  many  young 
men  had  gone  to  Paris  with  g<H»d  carg(X'S  of  sense, 
and  returned  with  a  great  deal  of  canvass,  and  no 
ballast  at  all,  m  hereby  they  became  crank  all  tiie 
days  of  (heir  lives,  and  sometimes  ciirricd  their 
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]iccls  above  water.  He  desired  Mr.  JoKer  to  keep 
Ms  pupil  out  of  the  clutches  of  those  sliarkiuff 
l)ricsts,  who  lie  ia  wait  to  make  converts  of  atl 
youii<^  strangers  ;  and,  in  a  particular  manner, 
cautioned  the  youth  against  carnal  conversation 
"with  the  Parisian  dames,  who,  he  understood, 
Avcre  no  better  than  gaudy  fireships,  ready  pruned 
with  death  and  destruction. 

Peregrine  listened  with  great  respect,  thanking 
liini  for  his  kind  admonitions,  which  he  faithfully 
proiciscd  to  observe.  They  halted  and  breakfasted 
at  the  i^nd  of  the  stage,  wliere  Jolter  provided 
himself  with  a  horse,  and  the  commodore  settled 
the  method  of  corresponding  with  his  nephew. 
The  minute  of  parting  being  arrived,  the  okl  com- 
mander VvTung  his  godson  by  the  hand,  saying, — 
'  I  wish  th^<;  q,  prosperous  voyage  and  good  cheer, 
my  lad  ;  my  timbers  are  now  a  little  crazy,  d'ye 
see ;  and  God  knows  if  I  siiallkee})  afloat  till  such 
f  i.^ip  as  I  see  thee  ao-aiu  :  but  liowsomever,  hap 

what  will,  thou  wilt  find  thyself  in  a  condition  u. 
keep  in  the  line  with  the  best  of  thy  fellows.'  He 
then  reminded  Gauntlet  of  his  j)romise  to  call  at 
the  garrison  in  his  return  from  Dover,  and  impart- 
ed something  in  a  whisper  to  the  governor,  while 
Jack  llatcluvay,  unable  to  speak,  pull'd  his  hat 
over  his  eyes,  and,  stineezing  Peregrine  by  the 
hand,  gave  him  an  iron  pislol  of  curious  work- 
manship, as  a  memorial  of  his  friendship.  Our 
3outii,  who  was  not  luimoved  on  this  occasion, 
received  the  pledge,  which  he  acknowledged  with 
the  present  of  a  silver  tobacco-box,  bought  for 
that  purpose;  and  the  two  lads  of  (he  castle  get- 
ting into  the  coach,  were  driven  honnewards  in  a 
state  of  silent  dejection. 

^(jodfrey  and  i'eregiine  seated  tliemselves  in  the 
post-chaise,  and  Jolter,  the  valet  dechambre,  and 
Uitqiiey,  bestridijig  their  beasts,  they  proceeded 
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for  the  place  of  tlieir  destination,  at  which  they  ar- 
rived in  safety  that  same  night,  and  bespoke  a  pas- 
sage in  the  packet-boat,  whicli  was  to  sail  next  day . 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

He  adjusts  the  method  of  his  correspondence  with  GaunUet 
....  meets  by  accident  with  an  Italian  charlatan,  and  a 
certain  apothecary ,tvho  proves  to  be  a  noted  character. 

1  HERE  the  two  friends  adjusted  the  articles  of 
(heir  future  correspondence;  and  Peiegrine  hav- 
ing written  a  letter  to  his  mistress,  wherein  he 
renewed  his  former  vows  of  eternal  fidelity,  it  was 
intrusted  to  the  care  of  her  brother ;  while  Mr. 
Jolter,  at  the  desire  of  his  pupil,  provided  an 
elegant  supper,  and  some  excellent  Burgundy,  that 
they  might  spend  this  eve  of  his  departure  with 
the  greater  ejijoyment. 

Tiilngs  being  thus  disposed,  and  a  servant  em- 
ployed in  laying  the  cloth,  their  ears  were  of  a 
sudden  invaded  by  a  strange  tumultuous  noise  in 
the  next  room,  occasioned  by  the  overthrow  of 
tables,  chairs,  and  glasses,  Avitli  odd  unuitelligible 
exclamations  in  broken  French,  and  a  jargon 
of  threats  in  the  Welsh  dialect.  Our  young 
gentlemen  ran  immediately  into  the  apartment 
from  whence  this  clamour  seemed  to  proceed,  and 
found  a  thin,  meagre,  swarthy  figure,  gasping  in 
all  the  agony  of  fear,  under  the  hands  of  a  squat, 
thick,  hard-featured  man,  who  col.'ared  him  with 
great  diai^itoiiiUU?  of  wrath,  saying,—'  if  you 
was  as  mighty  a  magician  as  Owen  (jiiendowcr, 
or  the  witcii  of  Entor,  look  you,  ay,  or  as  Paul 
Boor  himself,  I  will  make  pold,  by  the  assistance 
of  Got,  and  in  his  majesty 's  naam,  to  seize  and 
secure,  and  eonfine  and  confront  you,  until  such 
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time  as  you  suffer  and  endure  and  undergo  the 
pains  and  penalties  of  the  law,  for  your  diabolical 
practices.  Shcntlements,  (added  he,  turning  to  our 
adventurers),  I  take  you  to  witness  that  1  protest 
and^assert  and  avow,  that  this  person  is  as  pig  a 
necromancer  as  you  would  desire  to  behold :  and 
I  supplicate  and  beseech  and  entreat  of  you,  that 
he  may  be  prought  pefore  his  petters,  and  com- 
pelled to  give  an  account  of  his  compact  and  com- 
merce with  the  imps  of  darkness,  look  you  ;  for 
as  I  am  a  christian  soul,  and  hope  for  joyful  resur- 
rection, I  have  this  plessed  evening  seen  him  per- 
form such  things  as  conld  not  be  done  without  the 
aid  and  instruction  and  connivance  of  the  tevil.' 

Gauntlet  seemed  to  enter  into  the  sentiments  of 
this  Welsh  reformer,  and  actually  laid  hold  on 
the  delinquent's  shoulder,  crying,  '  damn  the  ras- 
cal !  I'll  lay  any  wager  that  he's  a  Jesuit,  for  none 
of  his  order  travel  without  a  familiar.'     But  Pe- 
regrine, who  looked  upon  the  affair  in  another 
point  of  view,  interposed  in  behalf  of  the  stranger, 
whom  he  freed  from  his  aggressors,  observing  that 
there  Avas  no  occasion  to  use  violence,  and  asked 
in  French  what  he  had  done  to  incur  the  censure 
of  the  informer.     The  poor  foreigner,  more  dead 
than  alive,  answered  that  he  was  an  Italian  char- 
latan, who  had  practised  with  some  reputation  in 
Padua,  until  he  had  the  misfortune  to  attract  the 
noting  of  the  inquisition,   by  exhibiting  certain 
wonderful  performances  by  his  skill   in  natural 
knowledge,  which  that  tribunal  considered  as  the 
I  effects  of  sorcery,  and  persecuted  him  accordingly ; 
I  so  that  he  had  been  fain  to  make  a  precipitate  re- 
treat into  France,  where  not  finding  his  accoimt 
iilTTiis  talents,  he  was  now  arrived  in  England, 
!  with  a  view  of  practising  his  art  in  Ijondon  ;  and 
j  that,  in  consequence  of  a  specimen  which  he  had 
given  to  a  company  below,  the  choleric  gentle- 
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man  had  followed  him  up  stairs  to  his  awn  apart- 
ment, and  assaulted  hira  in  th;»t  ijihospitable  man- 
ner. He  therefore  earnestly  begged  that  our  hero 
would  take  him  under  his  protection  ;  and  if  he 
entertained  the  least  suspicion  of  his  employing 
preternatural  means  in  the  operations  of  his  art, 
he  would  freely  communicate  all  the  secrets  in  his 
possession. 

The  youth  dispelled  his  apprehension,  by  as- 
suring him  that  he  was  in  no  danger  of  suilerin;^ 
for  his  art  in  England,  where,  if  ever  he  should 
be  questioned  by  the  zeal  of  superstitious  indivi- 
duals, he  had  nothing  to  do  but  apjjeal  to  the 
next  justice  of  the  peace,  who  would  immediately 
quit  him  of  the  charge,  and  punish  his  accusers 
for  their  impertinence  and  indiscretion. 

He  then  told  Gauntlet  and  the  Welshman  that 
the  stranger  had  a  good  action  against  them  for  an 
assault,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which 
makes  it  criminal  for  any  person  to  accuse  another 
of  sorcery  and  witchcralt,  these  idle  notions  being 
now  justly  exploded  by  all  sensible  men.  Mr. 
Jolter,  who  had  by  this  time  joined  the  company, 
could  not  help  signifying  his  dissent  from  this 
opinion  of  his  piipil,  wiich  he  endeavoured  to 
invalidate  by  the  authority  of  scripture,  quota- 
tions from  the  fathers,  and  the  confession  of  many 
"wretches  who  suffered  death  for  having  carried  on 
correspondence  with  evil  spirits,  together  with  the 
evidence  of  Satan's  invisible  world,  and  More- 
ton's  History  of  witchcraft. 

The  soldier  corroborated  these  testimonies  by 
facts  that  had  happened  within  the  sphere  of  his 
own  knowledge ;  and,  in  particular,  mentioned 
the  case  of  an  old  woman  in  the  parish  in  which 
he  was  born,  who  used  to  transform  iicrscif  into 
the  shapes  of  sundry  animals,  and  Mas  at  la^ 
killed  by  small  shot  in  tlie  character  of  a  hare. 
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TIic  Welshman  thus  sup])orto(l,  t«xprrssed  his 
surprise  at  hearinajthat  the  legislature  had  shewn 
such  Irnderness  tor  criminals  of  so  dark  a  hue  ; 
and  oflbred  to  prove,  by  undeniable  instances,  that 
there  was  not  a  mountain  in  Wales  which  had  not 
been  in  his  memory  the  scene  of  necromancy  and 
w  itchcraft :  '  wherefore,  said  he,  I  am  assured- 
ly more  than  apove  astonished  and  confounded 
and  cojiccrned,  that  the  parliament  of  Great 
Prltain  should  in  their  great  wisdoms,  and  their 
prudence,  and  their  pciiL'tration,  give  countenance 
and  encouragement,  look  you,  to  the  works  of 
darkness  and  the  empire  of  Pelzepup ;  ofer  and 
apove  the  evidence  of  holy  writ,  and  those  writers 
who  have  been  quoted  by  that  aggurate  and  learn- 
ed shcntleman,  we  are  informed  by  profane  history, 
of  the  pribbles  and  pranks  of  the  old  serpent,  iu 
the  bortents  and  oragles  of  antiquity ;  as  you  will 
find  in  that  most  excellent  historian  Bolypius,  and 
Titus  Lifius  ;  ay,  and  moreofer,  in  the  Commen- 
taries of  Julius  Cccsar  himself,  who,  as  the  olc 
■world  knows,  was  a  most  famous,  and  a  most 
iailant,  and  a  most  wise,  and  a  most  prudent,  and 
a  most  fortunate  chiftan,  and  a  most  renowned  ora- 
tor ;  ay,  and  a  most  elegant  writer  to  boot.' 

Peregrine  did  not  think  proper  to  enter  the  lists 
of  dispute  with  three  such  obstinate  antagonists  ; 
but  contented  himself  with  saying,  that  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  no  diHicult  matter  to  impugn 
the  arguments  they  had  advanced,  though  he  did 
not  find  himself  at  all  disposed  to  undertake  the 
task,  which  must  of  course  break  in  upon  the 
evening's  entertainment.  He  therefore  invited  the 
Italian  to  supper,  and  asked  the  same  favour  of 
his  accuser,  who  seemed  to  have  something  cu- 
rious and  chracteristic  in  his  manner  and  disposi- 
tion, resolving  to  make  himself  an  eye-witness  of 
those  surprising  feats,  which  had  given  oflencc  to 
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the  clioleric  Briton.  This  scrupulous  gentleman 
thanked  our  hero  for  his  courtsey,  but  declined 
communicating  with  the  stranger,  until  his  cha- 
racter should  be  further  explained  ;  upon  which 
his  inviter,  after  some  conversation  witli  the  char- 
latan, assuring  him  that  iie  would  himself  under- 
iake  for  the  innocence  of  his  art ;  and  theh^he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  favour  them  with  his  company- 
In  the  course  of  the  conversation.  Peregrine 
learnt  that  the  Welshman  was  a  surgeon  of  Canter- 
bury, who  had  been  called  into  a  consultation  at 
Dover,  and,  understanding  that  his  name  was 
Morgan,  took  the  liberty  of  asking  if  he  was  not 
the  person  so  respectfully  mentioned  in  the  Adven- 
tures of  Roderick  Random.  Mr.  INIorgan  assum- 
ed a  look  of  gravity  and  importance  at  this  inter- 
rogation, and,  screwing  up  his  mouth,  answered, 
'  Mr.  Rantum,  my  goot  sir,  I  believe  upon  my 
conscience  and  saltation,  is  my  ve?y  goot  frient 
and  wellwisher ;  and  he  and  I  have  been  com- 
panions, and  messmates,  and  fellow -sufferers,  look 
you  ;  but  nevertheless,  for  all  that,  peradventure 
he  hath  not  pchaved  with  so  much  complaisance 
and  affability,  and  respect,  as  I  might  have  ex- 
pected from  him  ;  pecause  he  hath  revealed,  and 
tivulged,  and  published,  our  private  aflairs,  with- 
out my  knowledge,  and  privity,  and  consent ;  but 
as  Got  is  my  saviour,  1  think  he  had  no  evil  in- 
tention in  his  pelly :  and  though  there  be  certain 
persons,  look  you,  who,  as  I  am  told,  take  upon 
them  to  laugh  at  liis  descriptions  of  my  person, 
deportment,  and  conversation,  I  do  alfirm  and 
maintain,  and  insist  with  my  heart,  and  my  ploot, 
and  my  soul,  that  tliose  persons  are  no  petter  than 
ignorant  asses,  and  that  they  kjiow  not  how  to 

true  ridicule. 


look  you,  than  a  herd  of  mountain  goats  :  for  1 
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v.ill  make  pold  to  observe,  nnd  I  liopc  (his  s^oot 
cotii|)any  Avill  be  of  (he  same  opinion,  (hat  there 
is  nothino-  said  of  me  in  that  performance  which 
is  unworthy  of  a  christian  and  a  shentlcman.' 

Our  young  gentleman  and  his  friends  acquiesc' 
ed  in  tlie  justness  of  his  observation.     Peregrine 
particularly  assured  him,  that,  from  reading  tlic 
book,  lie  had  conceived  the  utmost  regard  and 
veneration  for  his  character,  and  that  he  thought 
himself  extremely  fortujiate  in  having  this  opporr 
t unity  of  enjoyhig   his  conversation.     JMorgan, 
not  a  little  proud  of  such  advances  from  a  person 
of  Peregrine's  appearance,  returned  the  compli- 
ment AvitJi  a  profusion  of  civility,   and,    in  the 
warmdi  of  acknowledgment,  expressed  a  desire  of 
seeing  him  and  his  company  at  his  house  in  Can- 
(erbur3\  '  I  vvill  not  pretend  or  presume,  kind  sir,' 
said  he,  '  to  enteitainyou  according  to  your  merits 
and  desertsj  but  you  shall  be  as  welcome  to  my 
poor  cottage,  and   ray  wife  and  family,  as  the. 
prince  of  Wales  himself;  and  it  shall  go  hard,  if, 
one  Avay  or  other,  I  do  not  find  ways  and  means 
of  making  you  confess  that  there  is  some  goot  feU 
lowship  in  an  ancient  Priton :  for  though  I  am 
no  petter  than  a  simple  apothecary,  1  have  as 
goot  plood  circulating  in  my  veins  as  any  he  in 
the  country;  and  I  can  describe,  and  delineate,  and 
demonstrate,  my  pedigree  to  the  satisfaction  of  tljc 
'ole   'orld;  and  moreofer,   by  Got's  goot  provi- 
dence and  assistance,  I  can  afibrd  to  treat  my 
friend  with  a  joint  of  goot  mutton,  and  a  pottle  of 
excellent  Avine ;  and  no  tradesman  can  peard  me 
with  a  bill.'    lie  was  congratulated  on  his  happy 
situatioii,  and  assured  that  our  youth  would  visit 
Iiim  on  his  return  from  France,  provided  he  should 
take  Canterbury  on  his  route.     As  Peregrine  ijjri- 
nifested  an  inclination  of  being  acquainted  \^ith 
llSe  siate  of  his  affairs,  lie  very  complaisantly  sa- 
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tisfied  his  mirjositv.  hy  giving  him  to  know,  that 
bis  spouse  had  left  off  breed mg,  after  having  bless- 
ed hinv  with  two  hoys  and  a  girl,  who  were  still 
alive  and  well ;  that  he  lived  in  good  e&te<'m  with 
Lis  neighbours,  and  by  his  practice,  which  was 
considerably  extended  immediately  alter  the  pub- 
lication of  Roderick  Random,  had  saved  some 
thousand  pounds.  He  had  begun  to  think  of  re- 
tiring among  his  own  relations  in  Glamorgan-shire, 
though  his  wife  had  made  objections  to  this  pro- 
jx)sal,  and  opposed  the  execution  of  it  witli  such 
obstinacy,  that  he  had  been  at  infinite  pains  in  as- 
serting his  own  prerogative,  by  convincing  her, 
both  from  reason  and  example,  that  he  was  king 
and  priest  in  his  own  family,  and  that  she  owed 
tjie  most  imjilicit  submission  to  his  will.  He  like- 
wise iiiformcd  the  company,  that  he  had  lately 
seen  his  friend  Roderick,  who  had  come  from 
Ix)ndon  on  purpose  to  visit  him,  after  having 
gained  his  law-suit  with  Mr.  Tophall,  who  was 
obliged  to  pay  Narcissa's  fortune  ;  tliat  Mr.  Ran- 
dom, in  all  appearance,  led  a  very  happy  life  in 
the  conversation  of  his  father,  and  bed-ftUow,  by 
whom  he  enjoyed  a  son  and  daughter;  and  that 
Morgan  had  receive<l,  in  a  presejit  from  him,  a 
piece  of  very  fine  linen  of  his  wife's  own  making, 
several  kits  of  salmon,  and  two  casks  of  pickled 
pork,  the  most  delicate  he  had  ever  tasted,  toge- 
ther with  a  baiTcl  of  excellent  herrings  for  salma- 
gundy,  which  he  knew  to  Ix*  his  favourite  dish. 

This  topic  of  conversation  Ijcing  discussed,  the 
Italian  was  desired  to  exhibit  a  specimen  of  his 
art,  and  in  a  few  minutes  conducted  the  company 
into  the  next  room,  where,  to  their  great  astonish- 
ment and  afl'right,  they  beheld  a  thousan<l  ser- 
pents winding  aloiig  the  cieling.  Morgan,  struck 
with  this  phenomenon,  which  he  had  not  seen  be- 
fore, began  to  utter  exorcisms  ^>  ith  great  devotion. 
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Mr.  .ToUor  ran  terrified  out  of  the  room,  Gauntlet 
drew  his  hansfer,  and  Peregrine  himself  ^vas  dis- 
concertetL     The'  operator  ix'rcciving  their  confu- 
sion, desired  them  to  retire,  and  calUng  them  back 
in  an  instant,   there  was  not  a  viper  to  be  seen, 
lie  raised  their  admiration  by  sundry  other  per- 
formances, and  the  Welshman's  former  opinion 
and  abliorrence  of  his  character  l)ei^an  to  recur, 
■when,  in  cojisideration  of  the  civility  with  wliich 
he  h-ul  been  treated,  this  Italian  imparted  to  them 
all  the  methods  by  wliich  he  had  acted  such  won- 
ders, that  were  no  other  than  the  efl'ects  of  natural 
causes  curiously  combined  ;  so  that  Morgan  be- 
came a  convert  to  his  skill,  asked  pardon  for  the 
suspicion   he   had  entertained,   and   invited  the 
stranger  to  pass  a  few  tl;;ys  w  ith  him  at  Canter- 
bury.    The  scruples  of  Godfrey  and  Jolter  were 
removed  at  the  same  time,  and  Peregrine  testiiied 
his  approbation  by  a  handsome  gratuity  which 
he  liestowetl  upon  their  entertainer. 

The  evening  being  spent  in  this  social  manner, 
every  man  rctireti  to  his  resj)ective  chamber,  and 
next  morning  they  brealdiisted  together,  when 
Morgan  declared  he  would  stay  till  he  should  so; 
our  hero  fairlj'  embarked,  that  he  might  have  the 
})lcasurc  of  Mr.  Gauntlet's  company  to  his  own 
habitation  :  meanwhile,  by  the  skipper's  advice, 
the  servants  Avere  ordered  to  carry  a  store  of  wine 
and  provision  on-board,  in  case  of  accident ;  and 
as  the  packet-boat  could  riot  sail  before  one  o'clock, 
the  company  walked  up  hill  to  visit  the  castle, 
where  they  saw  the  sword  of  JlIius  Caesar,  and 
Queen  Elizabeth's  pocket  pistol,  repeated  Shakes- 
])eare's  description,  while  they  surveyed  the  chalky 
dills  on  each  side,  and  cast  their  eyes  towards  the 
city  of  Calais,  that  was  obscured  by  a  thick  cloud, 
which  did  not  much  regale  their  eye-sight,  be- 
cause it  seemed  to  portend  foul  weather. 
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Having  reviewed  every  thing  remarkable  in  this 
place,  tliej  returned  to  the  pier,  where,  after  the 
compliments  of  partijig,  and  an  aflectionate  em- 
brace between  the  two  joung gentlemen,  Peregrine 
and  his  governor  stepped  aboiird,  the  sails  were 
hoisted,  and  they  went  to  sea  with  a  fair  wind, 
while  Godfrey,  Morgan,  and  the  conjuror,  walked 
back  to  the  inn,  from  whence  they  set  out  for  Can- 
terbury, before  dinner. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

He  emlarks  for  France.  .  .  .  Is  overtaken  ly  a  storm 
. ...  Is  surprised  u-ith  the  appearance  of  Pipes. . . . 
Lands  at  Calais,  and  has  an  ajjray  with  the  officers 
of  the  customhouse^  \.       ,_ 

Scarce  had  the  vessel  proceeded  two  leagues  on 
the  passage,  when  the  wind  shifting,  blew  directly 
(in  their  teeth,;  so  that  they  were  obliged  to  haul 
upon  a  wind,  and  alter  their  course.  The  sea 
Tuuning  pretty  high  at  tlie  same  time,  our  hero, 
who  was  below  in  his  cabin,  began  to  be  squeani- 
sh,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  skipper's  advice, 
went  upon  the  deck  for  the  comfort  of  his  stomach ; 
while  the  governor,  experienced  in  these  disasters, 
•slipt  into  bed,  where  he  lay  at  his  ease,  amusing 
himself  with  a  treatise  on  the  cycloid,  with  alge- 
braical demonstrations,  which  never  failed  to  en- 
gage his  ioiaginaDon  in  the  most  agreeable  manner. 
In  the  meant  iaie  the  wind  increased  to  a  very 
hard  gale,  the  vessel  pitched  with  great  violence, 
the  sea  washed  over  the  decks,  the  master  was 
alarmed,  the  crew  were  confounded,  the  passen- 
gers were  overwhelmed  with  sickness  and  fear,  and 
universal  distraction  ensued.  In  the  midst  of  this 
uproar,  Peregrine  holding  fast  by  the  taffrill,  and 
looking  ruefully  ahead,  the  countenance  of  Pipes 
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picjciilcd  itself  lo  his  astonished  view,  rising  ay 
it  iverefiom  the  hold  of  the  ship.  At  first  hcima- 
irined  it  was  a  fear-formed  shadow  of  liis  own 
brain,  though  ho  did  not  remain  long  in  this  ter- 
ror, but  plainly  perceived  that  it  was  no  other  than 
the  real  person  of  Thomas,  who,  jumping  on  tlw. 
quarterdeck,  took  charge  of  the  helm,  and  dictat- 
«i  to  the  sailors  with  as  much  authority  as  if  lie 
had  been  commander  of  the  ship.  The  skipper 
looked  npon  him  <is  an  angel  sent  to  his  assist;uice, 
and  i  he  crew  soon  discovering  him  to  be  a  thorough- 
bred seaman,  notwithstanding  his  livery  frock, 
obeyed  his  orders  with  such  alacrity-,  that  in  a 
little  time  the  confu&ion  vanished,  and  every  ne- 
ce.'-sary  step  Mas  taken  lo  weathcn-  the  gale. 

(^ur  young  gentleman  immediately  conceived- 
the  meaning  of  Tom's  appearance  on-board,  and, 
wlnni  the  tumult  was  a  little  subsided,  went  up,, 
and  encouraged  him  to  exert  himself  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  ship,  promising  to  take  him  again 
into  his  service,  from  which  he  should  never  be- 
dismissed,  except  at  his  own  desire.  This  assur- 
ance had  a  surprising  eilcct  upoji  Pipes,  who,, 
though  he  made  no  manner  of  reply,  thrust  the 
helm  into  the  master's  hand,  sayirig,  here,  yon  old 
bum-boat  woman,  take  hold  of  the  tiller,  and  kcept 
her  thus,  boy,  thus:'  and  skipped  about  the  vessel,, 
trimming  the  sails,  and  managed  the  ropes  with 
such  agility  and  .skiii,  that  every  body  on  decL 
siood  amazed  at  his  dexterity. 

JMr.  Jolter  >vas  far  from  being  uncoiicerncd  at 
the  uncommon  motion  of  the  vessel,  the  singing 
of  the  wind,  and  the  uproar  which  he  heanl  above 
him  ;  he  looked  towards  the  cabin  door  with  the 
most  fearful  expectation,  in  hope  of  seeing  some  per- 
son who  could  give  some  account  of  the  weather, 
and  what  was  doing  upon  deck ;  but  not  a  soul 
appeared,  and  he  ^vas  too  well  acquainted  with  tYr^ 
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disposition  of  his  own  boMcis  to  make  llie  least  al- 
teration in  his  attitude.  A^'hen  he  had  lain  a  <>ood 
Avhile  m  all  the  ag^ony  of  suspense,  the  boy  tumbl- 
ed headloii£^  into  liis  apartment,  with  such  noise, 
tliat  he  believed  tJic  mainmast  had  j^onc  by  the 
board,  and  starting  iiprii-ht  in  his  bed,  asked  with 
?dl  the  sympt^iij^g  of  horror,  w  hat  was  the  cause  of 
that  disturbance  ?  The  boy,  half  stmmed  by  his 
tall,  answered,  in  a  dolorous  tone,  '  I'm  come  to 
put  up  the  dead-lights.'  At  the  mention  of  dead- 
lights, the  meaning  of  which  iie  did  not  under- 
stand, the  poor  governor's  licart  died  within  him, 
and  he  shivered  with  despair.  His  recollection 
forsaking  him,  he  fell  upon  his  knees  in  the  bed, 
and  fixhig  his  eyes  upon  the  book  which  was  in  his 
liand,  began  to  pronounce  aloud,  with  great  fer- 
vour, '  the  time  of  a  complete  oscillation  in  the 
cycloid,  is  to  the  time  in  which  a  body  would  fall 
through  the  axis  of  the  cycloid  DV,  as  the  cir- 
cumference of  a  circle  to  its  diameter.'  He  would 
in  all  likelihood  have  proceeded  with  the  demon- 
stration of  this  proposition,  had  he  not  been  seiz- 
ed with  such  a  qualm,  as  compelled  him  to  drop 
the  book,  and  accommodate  himself  to  the  emer- 
gency of  his  distemper;  he  therefore  stretched 
himself  at  full  length,  and,  putting  up  ejaculations 
to  Heaven,  began  to  prepare  himself  for  his  latter 
end,  when  all  of  a  sudden  the  noise  alx)ve  was  in- 
termitted ;  and,  as  he  could  not  conceive  the  cause 
of  this  tremendous  silence,  he  imagined  that  either 
the  men  were  washc^i  overboard,  or  that,  despair- 
ing of  safety,  they  had  ceased  to  oppose  the  tem- 
pest. "VN^liile  he  was  harrowed  by  tliis  miserable 
imcertaintj',  which,  hoAvever,  Mas  not  altogetlier 
unenlightened  by  some  scattortxl  rays  (jf  hope,  the 
master  entered  the  cabin;  then  he  asked,  with  a 
voice  half  extinguished  hy  itnir,  how  matters  went 
upon  deck  ?  and  the  skipper,  with  a  large  bottle 
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of  brandy  applied  to  his  montli,  answered  in  a 
hollow  lone,  '  all's  over  now,  master.'  Upon 
which,  Mr.  JoUer,  giving  himself  over  for  lost, 
exclaimed,  with.the  utmost  horror,  '  J.iortl  have 
mercy  npon  us !  Christ  have  mercy  upon  us !'  and 
repeated  this  supplication  as  it  were  mechanically, 
until  the  master  undeceived  him,  by  explainuio* 
ihe  meaning  of  what  he  had  said,  and  assuring 
liim  tliat  the  squall  was  over. 

Such  a  sudden  transition  from  fear  to  joy  occa- 
sional a  violent  agitation  both  in  his  mind  and 
body  ;  and  it  was  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
he  recovered  the  right  use  of  his  organs.  By  this 
time  the  weather  cleared  up,  the  wind  began  to 
blow  again  from  the  ri"'ht  corner,  and  tlic  spires 
of  Calais  appeared  at  tne  distance  of  five  leagues; 
so  that  the  countenances  of  all  on-board  were 
lighted  up  with  joyous  expectation ;  and  Pere- 
grine veuturiiig  to  go  down  into  the  cabin,  coin- 
tbrted  his  governor  with  an  account  of  the  happy 
turn  of  their  aftairs. 

Jolter,  transported  with  the  tli oughts  of  a  speedy 
landing,  began  to  launch  out  in  praise  of  that 
country  for  which  they  were  bound.  He  observ- 
ed, that  France  was  the  land  of  politeness  and  hos- 
pitality, which  were  conspicuous  in  the  behaviour 
of  all  ranlis  and  degrees,  from  the  peer  to  the  pea- 
sant ;  that  a  gentleman  and  a  foreigner,  far  from 
Jjeing  insulted  and  im})osed  upon  by  the  low- 
er class  of  people,  as  in  England,  was  treated 
with  the  utmost  reverence,  candour,  and  respect ; 
that  their  fields  were  fertile,  (heir  climate  pure  and 
healthy,  their  farmers  rich  and  industrious,  and 
the  subjects  in  general  the  happiest  of  men.  He 
would  have  prosecuted  this  favourite  theme  still 
farther,  had  not  his  pupil  been  obliged  to  run 
upon  deck,  in  consequence  of  certain  warnings  he 
received  from  his  stomach. 

L4 
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TI.c  skipper  seeing  his  condition,  very  lionesUy 
reminded  him  of  the  cold  ham  and  fowls,  with  a 
basket  of  ^Vine,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  sent 
on-hoard,  and  asked  if  he  would  have  the  cloth 
laid  below.  He  could  not  have  chosen  a  more 
seasonable  opporttinity  of  manifesting  his  own  dis- 
interestedness. I'eregrine  made  wry  faces  at  the 
mention  of  food,  bidding  him  (for  Christ's  sake) 
talk  no  more  on  that  subject.  He  then  descended 
into  the  cabin,  and  put  the  same  question  to  Afr. 
Joher,  who,  he  knew,  entertained  the  same  abhor- 
rence lor  his  proposal;  and,  meeting  with  the  like 
reception  from  him,  went  between  decks,  and  re- 
peated his  courteous  prowler  to  the  valet  dechambro 
and  kicquey,  who  lay  sprawling  in  all  the  pangs 
of  a  double  evacuation,  and  rejected  his  civility 
■wilh  the  most  horrible  loathing.  Thus  v^baffled 
in  all  his  kind  endeavours,  he  ordered  his  boy  to 
secure  the  provision  in  one  of  his  own  lockers,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  ship.  - 

It  being  low  water  when  they  arrived  on  the 
French  coast,  the  vessel  could  not  enter  the  har- 
bour, and  they  were  obliged  to  bring  to,  and  wait 
for  a  boat,  which  in  less  than  half  an  hour  came 
along-side  from  tiie  shore.  ,  Mr.  Jolter  now  cainc 
upon  deck,  and  snuiling  up  the  IVench  air  with 
symptoms  of  in/inife  satisfaction,  asked  of  the  boat- 
nien  (with  the  friendly  appellation  of  mes  enfuns) 
"what  they  demanded  for  transporting  hira  and  his 
pupil,  with  their  baggage,  to  the  pier?  But  how 
was  he  disconcerted,  when  those  polite,  candid, 
reasonable  watermenj  demanded  a  louis  d'or  for 
that  service !  Peregrine,  w  ith  a  sarcastic  sneer,  ob- 
served, that  he  already  began  to  perceive  the  jus- 
tice of  his  encomiums  on  the  Ircnch  ;  and  the  dis- 
appointed governor  could  say  nothing  in  his  own 
vindication,  but  that  they  were  debauched  by 
tlieir  intercourse  with  ihe  inhabitants  of  Dover. 
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His  pupil,  however,  was  so  much  ofFcndedat  their 
extortion,  that  lie  absolutely  refused  to  employ 
them,  even  when  thcj  abated  one  half  hi  their  de- 
mand, and  swore  he  would  stay  on-board  till*  the 
packet  should  be  able  to  enter  the  harbour,  rather 
than  enconnioro  such  imposition. 

The  master,  who,  in  all  probability,  had  some 
sort  of  tl'llow-fet'lin:^  \^h  the  boatmen,  in  vain  re- 
presented, that  he  coftnl  not  with  safety  lie  to,  or 
anchor  upon  a- lee-shore;  our  hero  havin<^  con- 
suKed  Pipes,  answered,  that  he  had  hired  his  vessel 
t*>  transport  them  to  Calais,  and  th.it  he  would, 
oljjiii^e  him  to  perform  what  he  had  undertaken. 

The  skipper,  very  much  mortified  at  this  per-  - 
emptory  reply,   Avhich  Avas  not  over  and  above  _, 
aji^reeable  to  Mr.  JoUer,  dismissed  the  boat,  not-! 
withstandini^  tlic  solicitations  and  condescension  of 
the  watermen.     Running  a  Utile  farther  in  shore, 
they  came  to  an  anchor,  and  Avaited  till  there  was 
Avatep  enough  to  tloat  them  over  the  bar.     Then 
they  stood  into  the  harbour,  arul  our  gentleman, 
Avitli  his  attendants  and  baggage,  Avere  landed  on 
the  i)ier  by  the  sailors,  Avhom  he  liberally  rcAvard- 
ed  for  their  trouble. 

lie  Avas  immediately  plied  by  a  great  number  of 
porters,  Avho,  like  so  many  hungry  Avolves,  laid 
hold  on  his  luggage,  and  began  to  carry  it  oiF 
piecemeal,  Avithout  his  order  or  direction.  In- 
censed at  this  oflicious  insolence,  he  commanded 
them  to  desist,  Avith  many  oaths  and  opprobrious 
terms  that  his  anger  suggested;  and,  perceiving 
that  one  of  them  did  not  seem  to  pay  any  regard 
to  Avhat  he  said,  but  marched  oft'  AV-ith  his  burthen, 
he  snatched  a  cudgel  out  of  his  lacquey's  hand, 
and,  overtaking  the  felloAv  in  a  twinkling,  brought 
him  to  the  ground  Avith  one  blow.  He  Avas  in- 
stantly surrounded  by  the  Avliole  congregation  of 
this  canaille,  Avho  resented  the  injury-  Avhich  their 
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brother  bad  sustained,  and  would  Jiavc  talven  im- 
mediate satisfaction  of  the  aggressor,  had  not  Pipes, 
seeing  his  master  involved,  brought  the  whole 
crew  to  his  assistance,  and  exerted  himself  so  man- 
fully, that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to  retreat  with 
many  marks  of  defeat,  antl  menaces  of  interesting 
the  commandant  in  their  quarrel.  Jolter,  who 
knew  and  dreaded  the  power  of  tlie  French  go- 
vernor, began  to  shake  with  apprehension,  when 
be  heard  their  repeated  threats ;  but  they  durst  not 
apply  to  this  magistrate,  who,  ujjon  a  fair  repre- 
sentation of  the  case,  would  have  punished  them 
severely  for  their  rapacious  and  insolent  beha\4our. 
Peregrine,  without  further  molestation,  availed 
himself  of  his  own  attendants,  who  shouldered  liis 
baggage,  and  followed  him  to  the  gate,  where  they 
were  stopped  by  the  centiuels,  until  their  names 
should  be  registered. 

Mr.  Jolter,  who  had  undergone  this  examin- 
ation before,  resolved  to  profit  by  his  experience, 
and  cunningly  represented  his  pupil  as  a  yofmg 
English  lord.  This  ijitimation,  supported  by  the 
apjiearance  of  his  equipage,  wiis  no  sooner  com- 
municated to  the  oificer,  than  he  turned  out  the 
guard,  and  ordered  his  soldiers  to  rest  upon  their 
_arms,  while  his  lordship  passed  in  great  state  to 
ihc  Lion  (Targent,  where  he  took  up  his  lodgings 
for  the  night,  resolving  io  set  out  for  Paris  next 
morning  in  a  post-chaise. 

The  go^'ernor  triumphed  greatly  in  this  piece 
of  complaisance  and  respect  with  which  i\\cy 
had  been  honoured,  and  resumed  his  beloved 
lopic  of  discourse,  in  applauding  the  method  and 
subordination  of  the  French  govcnuuent,  which 
was  better  calculated  for  maintaining  order,  and 
protecting  the  peojjle,  than  any  constitution  upon 
earth.  Of  their  courteous  attentjon  to  strangers, 
liiere  needed  no  other  proof  than  the  compliment 
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•which  had  hccn  paid  to  them,  tooethcr  Avith  llic 
governor  sconriivance  at  Peregrine's  employing  his 
o»vn  servants  in  carrying  the  baggage  to  the  iim, 
contrary  to  the  privilege  of  the  inliabitants. 

While  he  expatiated,  witli  a  remarkable  degree 
of  self-indulgence  on  tiiis  subject,  the  valet  de 
<;hambre  coming  into  llie  room,  interrupted  his 
harangue,  by  telling  his  master  that  their  trunks 
and  portmanteaus  must  be  carried  to  the  custom- 
house, in  order  to  be  searched,  and  sealed  with 
lead,  which  must  remain  untouched  until  their^ 
arrival  at  Paris. 

Peregrine  made  no  objection  to  this  practice, 
M  hich  was  in  itself  reasonable  enough ;  but  when 
he  understood  that  the  gate  was  besieged  by  an- 
other multitude  of  porters,  who  insisted  upon  their 
right  of  carrying  the  goods,  and  also  of  fixing 
their  own  price,  he  absolutely  refused  to  comply 
with  their  demand.  Nay,  he  chastised  some  of 
the  most  clamorous  among  them  with  his  foot, 
and  told  tlknn,  that  if  their  customhouse  officers 
had  a  mind  to  examine  his  baggage,  they  might 
come  to  the  inn  for  that  purpose.  The  valet  de 
cliambre  was  abashed  at  this  boldness  of- his  mas- 
ter's behaviour,  w  hich,  the  lacquey,  shrugging  up 
his  shoulders,  observetl,  was  bien  a  VAngloise; 
-while  th.-;  governor  represented  it  as  an  indignity 
to  tht;  wh.oie  nation,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade 
his  pupil  to  comply  with  the  custom  of  the  place. 
But  Peregrine's  natural  haughtinets  of  disposition 
hindered  him  from  givhig  ear  to  Jolter's  whole- 
some advice:  autl,  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  they 
observed  a  Hie  of  rausqueteers  marching  up  to  the 
gate.  At  sight  of  this  tletachrnent  the  tutor  ttem- 
bled,  the  valet  grew  pale,  and  the  lacquey  crossed 
himself;  but  our  hero,  without  exhibiting  any 
other  syrriptoms  than  those  of  indignation,  met 
them  ori  tlie  threshold,  and,  with  a  ferocious  air. 
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demanded  their  busine-^s.  The  corpcml  who  com- 
nianded  the  file,  answered,  with  great  deliberation, 
that  he  had  orders  to  convey  his  baggage  to  tlie 
customhouse;  and  seeing  trunks  standing  in  tlic 
entry,  placed  his  men  between  them  and  the 
owner,  while  the  porters  that  followed  took  them 
up,  and  proceeded  to  the  Douane  without  oppo- 
sition. 

Pickle  was  not  mad  enough  to  dispute  the  au- 
thority of  this  message;  but,  in  order  to  gall,  and 
specily  his  contempt  for  those  who  brouglit  it,  he 
called  aloud  to  his  valet,  desiring  him,  in  French, 
to  accompany  his  things,  and  see  that  none  of  his 
linens  antl  eflects  should  be  stolen  bv  the  searchers. 
The  corporal,  mortified  at  this  salirical  insinu- 
ation, darted  a  look  of  resentment  at  the  author, 
as  if  he  had  been  interested  for  the  glory  of  his 
nation,  and  told  him,  that  he  could  perceive  he 
was  a  stranger  in  France,  or  else  he  would  have 
saved  himself  the  trouble  of  such  a  needless  pre- 
caution. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

He  makes  a  fruitless  attempt  in  gallantry. . . .  Departs 
for  Boulogne,  where  he  spends  the  evening  ivith  certain 
English  exiles. 

iriAviNG  thus  yielded  to  the  hand  of  power,  he 
inquired  if  there  \^as  any  other  English  company 
in  the  house ;  when,  understanding  that  a  gentle- 
man and  lady  lodged  in  the  next  apartment,  and 
liad  Ix^spoke  a  post-chaise  for  Paris,  he  ordered 
Pipes  to  ingratiate  himself  with  their  footman,  and, 
if  possible,  learn  their  names  and  condition,  while 
he  and  Mr.  Jolter,  attended  by  the  lacquey,  took 
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a  turn  round  the  ramparts,  and  viewed  the  parti- 
culars of  the  fortification. 

Torn  Mas  so  very  successful  in  liis inquiry,  that, 
wlien  his  master  returned,  he  was  able  to  give  him 
a  satisfactoryaccount  of  his  fellow-lodgers,  iir  con- 
sequence of  iiaving  treated  his  brother  with  a  bot- 
tle of  wine.  The  people  in  question  were  a  gen- 
tleman and  his  lady  lately  arrived  from  England^ 
in  their  way  to  Paris.  The  husband  was  a  man 
of  good  fortune,  who  had  been  a  libertine  in  his 
youth,  and  a  professed  dcclaimer  against  matri- 
mony. 1  le  wanted  neither  sense  nor  experiencCj 
and  piqued  himself  in  particular  upon  his  art  of 
avoiding  the  snares  of  the  female  sex,  in  which  he 
pretended  to  be  deeply  versed.  But,  notwithstand» 
ing  all  his  caution  and  skill,  he  bad  lately  fallen  a 
sacrifice  to  the  attractions  of  an  oyjstcr  wench,  Avho 
had  found  means  to  decoy  him  into  tlie  bands  of  ^ 
wedlock  ;  and,  in  order  to  evade  the  compliments 
and  congratulations  of  his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, he  had  come  so  far  on  a  tour  to  Paris,  where 
he  intended  to  initiate  his  spouse  inthebeaumonde. 
In  the  meantime  he  chose  to  live  upon  the  reserve, 
because  her  natural  talents  had  as  yet  received  but 
little  cultivation ;  and  he  had  not  the  most  im- 
plicit confidence  in  her  virtue  and  discretion, 
which,  it  seems,  had  like  to  have  yielded  to  the 
addresses  of  an  officer  at  Canturbury,  who  had 
made  shift  to  insinuate  himself  into  her  acquaint- 
ance and  favour. 

Peregrhie's  curiosity  being  inflamed  by  this  in- 
formation, he  lounged  about  the  yard,  in  hopes 
of  seeing  the  dulcinea  who  had  captivated  the  old 
bachelor ;  and,  at  length,  observing  her  at  a  win- 
dow, took  the  liberty  of  bowing  to  her  with  great 
respect.  She  returned  the  compliment  with  a 
curtsey,  and  appeared  so  decent  in  her  dress  and 
manner,    that,   unless   he    had  been   previously 
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informetl  of  her  former  life  and  conversation,  he 
never  would  have  dreamed  that  her  education  was 
difterent  from  that  of  other  ladies  of  fashion ;  so  easy 
is  it  to  acquire  that  external  deportment  on  which 
people  of  condition  value  themselves  so  much. 
Not  but  that  Mr.  Pickle  pretended  to  distinguish 
a  certain  vulgar  audacity  in  her  countenance, 
which,  in  a  latly  of  birth  and  fortune.  Mould  have 
passexl  for  an  agreeable  vivacity  that  enlivens  the 
aspect,  and  gives  poignancy  to  every  feature  ;  but 
as  she  possessed  a  pair  of  fine  eyes,  and  a  clear 
complexion  overspread  with  the  glow  of  health, 
which  never  fails  of  recommending  the  owner, 
lie  could  not  help  gazing  at  her  with  desire,  ancl 
forming  the  design  of  making  a  conquest  of  her 
heart.  With  this  view,  he  sent  his  compliments 
to  her  husband,  whose  name  was  Hornbeck,  with 
an  intimation,  that  he  proposed  to  set  out  next 
day  for  Paris,  and  as  he  imderstootl  that  he  was 
resolved  upon  the  same  journey,  he  should  be  ex- 
tremely glad  of  his  company  on  the  road,  il"  he 
Wits  not  better  engaged.  Hornbeck,  who  in  all 
probability  did  not  choose  to  accommodate  his 
wife  with  a  squire  of  our  hero's  appearance,  sent 
a  civil  answer  to  his  message,  professing  intuiitc 
mortification  at  his  being  imable  to  embrace  the 
favour  of  this  kind  offer,  by  reason  of  the  indis- 
jjosition  of  his  wife,  who,  he  was  afraid,  would 
not  be  in  a  condition  lor  some  days  to  bear  the 
fatigue  of  travelling.  This  rebutt,  which  Pere- 
grine ascribed  to  the  husband's  jealousy^  stiiietl 
his  project  m  embjro ;  he  ordered  his  French  ser- 
vant to  take  a  place  for  himself  in  the  diligence, 
where  all  his  luggage  was  slowed,  except  a  small 
trujik  with  some  linen  and  other  necessaries,  that 
was  lixed  u|X)n  the  post-chaiv,  which  they  hired 
of  the  landlord ;  and  early  next  morning  he  and 
Mr.  Jolter  departed  from  Calais,  attended  by  his 
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valet  de  cliambrc  and  Pipes  on  borseback.  They 
jirocccdcxl  witliout  any  accident  as  far  as  Boulogne, 
Avhero  they  breakfasted,  and  visited  old  Father 
Graham,  a  Scottish  gentleman  of  the  governor's 
acquaintance,  who  hatl  lived  as  a  capuchin  in  that 
})lace  for  the  space  of  threescore  years,  and  dur- 
'w<i;  that  period  conformed  to  all  the  austerities  of 
the  order  with  the  most  riiiorous  exactness  ;  being 
equally  reniarkable  for  the  frankness  of  his  con- 
versation, the  humanity  of  his  disposition,  and  the 
simplicity  of  his  manners.  From  Boulo^cne  they 
took  their  departare  about  noon,  and,  as  they  pro- 
posed to  shep  that  night  at  AlSbeville,  command- 
<Ti  (lie  postillion  to  drive  with  extraordinary  speed. 
Perhaps  it  w  as  well  for  his  cattle  that  the  axletree 
gave  wa}',  and  the  chaise  of  course  overturned, 
l)efore  they  luul  travelled  one  third  part  of  the  stage. 
This  accident  compelled  them  to  return  to  the 
place  from  whence  they  had  set  out,  and  as  they 
could  not  procure  another  convenience,  they  found 
themselves  under  the  necessity  of  staying  till  their 
chaise  could  be  refitted.  Understanding  that  this 
operation  woultl  detain  them  a  whole  jlay,  our 
young  g(>ntleman  had  recourse  to  his  patience,  and 
demanded  to  know  what  they  would  have  for  din- 
ner :  the  gar9on,  or  waiter,  thus  questioned,  vanish- 
ed in  a  moment,  and  immediately  they  were  sur- 
prised with  the  appearance  of  a  strange  figure, 
which,  from  the  extravagance  of  its  dress  and  ges- 
ticulation, Peregrine  mistook  fw  a  madman  of  the 
growth  of  France.  This  phantom  (which,  by  the 
by,  happenctl  to  be  no  other  than  the  cook),  was  a 
tall,  long-legged,  meagre,  swarthy  fellow,  that 
stooped  very  much  ;  his  cheek  bones  were  remark- 
ably raised,  his  nose  J:ent  into  the  shape  and  size 
of  a  powder-horn,  and  the  sockets  of  his  eyes  as 
raw  round  the  edges  as  if  the  skhi  had  been  pair- 
ed ofl".   On  his  head  he  ^vore  a  handkerchietj  which 
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Jiad  once  been  white,  and  now  served  to  cover  ther 
upper  part  of  a  black  periwig-,  to  which  was  at- 
tached a  bao^,  at  least  a  loot  square,  Avitli  a  solitaire 
and  rose  that  stuck  up  on  each  side  to  his  ear  ;  so 
that  he  looked  like  a  criminal  on  the  pijlory.  His 
back  was  acconimodated  with  a  linen  waistcoat, 
his  hands  adorned  with  long^  ruffles  of  the  same 
piece,  his  middle  was  girded  by  an  apron  tucked 
np,  that  it  might  not  conceal  his  white  silk  stock- 
ings rolled  ;  and  at  his  entrance  he  brandished  a 
bloody  Aveapon  full  three  feet  in  length.  Pere- 
grine, when  he  first  saw  him  approach  in  this  me- 
nacing attitude,  put  himself  upon  his  guard  ;  but, 
being  informed  of  his^iality,  perused  his  bill  of 
fare,  and  having  bespoke  three  or  four  things  for 
dinner,  walked  out  with  ]Mr.  Jolter  to  view  both 
towns,  which  they  had  not  leisure  to  consider  mi- 
nutely before.  In  their  return  from  the  harbour, 
they  rriet  with  four  or  five  gentlemen,  all  of  whom 
seemed  to  look  with  an  air  of  dejection,  and,  per- 
ceiving our  hero  and  his  governor  to  be  English 
by  their  dress,  bowed  witli  great  respect  as  they, 
passed.  Pickle,  who  was  naturally  compassion- 
ate, felt  an  emotion  of  sympathy  ;  and  seeing  a 
person,  who  by  his  habit  he  judged  to  be  one  of 
their  servants,  accosted  him  in  English,  and  asked 
who  the  gentlemen  were.  The  lacquey  gave  him. 
to  understand  that  they  were  his  own  countrymen » 
exiled  from  their  native  homes,  in  consequence  of 
their  adherence  to  an  unfortunate  and  ruined  cause ; 
and  that  they  were  gone  to  the  sea  side,  accord- 
ing to  their  daily  practice,  in  order  to  indulge  their 
longing  eyes  with  a  prospect  of  the  white  clifTs  of 
Albion,  which  they  must  never  more  approach. 

Though  our  young  gentleman  diilcrcd  widely 
from  them  in  point  of  political  principles,  he  was: 
not  one  of  those  enthusiasts  who  look  upon  every 
schism  from  the  established  articles  of  faith  as 
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(Iamnal)U»,  and  exclude  the  sceptic  from  every  be- 
>ie<it  of  huiuanity  and  christian  forgiveness :  he 
coulil  (\asily  comprehend  how  a  man  of  the  most 
nnblcmisJicd  morals  might,  by  the  prejudice  of 
oduealion,  or  indispensable  attachments,  be  engjig- 
ed   in  such  a  l^lameworthy  and  pernicious  under- 
taking ;  and  thouglit  that  they  had  already  suf- 
lered  severely  ibr  their  imprudence,     lie  was  af- 
iec<ed  with  the  account  of  their  diurnal  pilgrimage 
to  the  sea  side,  whicli  he  considered  as  a  pathetic 
proof  of  their  afiiiction,  and  invested  Mr.  Jolter 
wifli  the  agreeable  otfice  of  going  to  them  with  a 
com])liment  in  his  name,  and  begging  the  honour 
of  drinking  a  glass  with  them  in  the  evening. 
The}'  accepted  (he  proposal  with  great  satisfaction 
and  respectful  acknowledgment,  and  in  the  after- 
noon waited  upon  the  kind  inviter,  who  treated 
them  with  coffee,  and  would  have  detained  them 
to  sapper ;   but  they  entreated  the  favour  of  his 
compa}iy  at  the  house  whicli  they  frequented,  so 
earnestly,  that  he  yielded  to  their  solicitations,  and 
with  his  governor  was  conducted  by  tiiem  to  the 
place,  where  they  had  provided  an  elegant  repast, 
and  regaled  them  with  some  of  the  best  claret  in 
France. 

It  was  easy  for  them  to  perceive  that  their  prin- 
cipal guest  M  as  no  favourer  of  their  state  maxims, 
and  therefore  they  industriously  avoided  every 
subject  of  conversation  which  could  give  the  least 
offence:  not  but  that  tiiey  lamented  their  own  si- 
tuation, which  cut  them  oft"  from  all  tiieir  dearest 
connections,  and  doomed  them  to  perpetual  banish- 
ment from  their  families  and  fri(;nds ;  but  tliey  did 
not,  even  by  the  most  distant  hint,  impeach  the 
justice  of  that  sentence  by  which  they  were  con- 
demned ;  although  one  of  them,  Avho  seemed  to 
be  about  the  age  of  tliirty,  wept  bitterly  over  his 
misibrtujie,  ^vliich  had  involved  a  beloved  wife 
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and  three  children  in  misery  and  distress^  and,  in 
the  impatience  of  his  gricl',  cursed  his  o^vn  fate 
^ni\l  frantic  imprecatiojis.  His  companions,  w  ith 
a  view  of  beguiling  his  sorrow,  and  manifestin£f 
their  own  hospitality  at  tlie  saine  time,  changetl 
tlie  topic  of  discourse,  and  circulated  the  bumpers 
with  great  assiduity ;  so  that  all  their  cares  Mere 
ovenv helmed  and  forgotten,  several  drinking 
Frcncli  catches  were  sung,  and  mirth  and  good 
fellowship  prevailed. 

In  the  mid^t  of  this  elevation,  which  commonly 
unlocks  the  most  hidden  sentiment,  and  dispels 
every  consideration  of  caution  and  constraint,  one 
of  the  entertainers,  being  more  intoxicated  than 
his  fellows,  proposed  a  toast,  to  which  Peregrine 
with  some  wannth  excepted,  as  an  unmannerly 
insult.  The  other  maintained  his  proposition  with 
indecent  heat ;  and  the  dispute  beginning  to  grow 
very  serious,  the  company  interposed,  and  gave 
judgment  against  their  friend,  who  was  so  keenly 
reproached  and  rebuked  for  his  impolite  behaviour, 
that  he  retired  in  high  dudgeon,  threatening  to  re- 
linquish their  society,  and  branding  them  with  the 
appellation  of  apostates  from  the  common  cause. 
Mortified  at  the  behaviour  of  their  companion, 
those  that  remained  were  earnest  in  their  apologies 
to  their  guests,  whom  they  sought  to  forgive  his 
intemperance,  assuring  them  wi^h  great  confidence, 
that  he  would,  upon  the  recovery  of  his  reflection, 
wait  upon  them  in  person,  and  ask  pardon  for  the 
umbrage  he  had  given.  Pickle  was  satisfied  with 
their  remonstrances,  resumed  his  goo<l  humour, 
and  the  night  being  pretty  far  advanced,  resisted 
all  their  importunities  whh  which  he  was  intrcated 
to  see  another  bottle  go  round,  antl  was  escorted 
to  his  own  lodgings  more  than  half  seas  over.  Next 
morning,  about  eigiit  o'clock,  he  was  waked  by 
his  valet  de  chambre  ;  w  ho  told  him  two  of  the 
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^ontlonion  Avilli  Mliom  lie  had  s])cnt  the  eveninj^ 
wvco  ill  the  house,  aiul  desired  the  favour  of  being 
ndmitted  into  his  chamber.  lie  couhl  not  conceive 
the  meaning  of  this  extraordinar^'^  visit,  and,  or- 
dering his  man  to  sliew  them  into  his  a])artment, 
l)e}iehl  the  person  who  had  affronted  him  enter, 
with  the  gentleman  who  had  reprehended  his  rude- 
ness. 

He  who  liad  given  the  ofience,  after  having 
made  an  apology  for  disturbing  Mr.  Pickle,  tohl 
him  that  his  friend  there  present  had  been  with 
Jiim  early  that  morning,  and  proposed  tlie  alter- 
native of  eitlier  fighting  withliim  immediately,  or 
coming  to  beg  pardon  for  his  unmannerly  deport- 
ment over  night ;  that,  though  he  had  courage 
enough  to  face  any  man  in  the  field  in  a  righteous 
cause,  he  was  not  so  brutal  as  to  disobey  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  duty  and  reflection,  in  consequence 
of  which,  and  not  out  of  any  regard  to  the  other's 
menaces,  which  he  despised,  he  had  now  taken  the 
liberty  of  interrupting  his  repose,  that  he  might, 
as  soon  as  possible,  atone  for  the  injury  he  had 
done  him,  which  he  protested  was  the  effect  of  in- 
toxication alone,  and  begged  his  forgiveness  ac- 
cordingly. Our  hero  accepted  of  this  acknow- 
ledgment very  graciously,  thanked  the  other  gen- 
tleman for  tlie  gallant  part  he  had  acted  in  his  be- 
]>ulf;  and,  perceiving  that  his  companion  was  a 
little  irritated  at  Ills  oflicious  interposition,  effected 
a  reconciliation,  by  convincing  him  tJiat  what  he 
had  done  was  for  the  honour  of  the  company.  He 
then  kept  tliem  to  breakfast,  expressed  a  desire  of 
{seeing  their  situation  allered  for  the  better  ;  and, 
the  chaise  being  repaired,  took  leave  of  his  enter- 
liiiners,  who  came  to  wish  him  a  good  journey, 
and  with  his  attendants  left  Boulogne  for  thesccoud 
nnie. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

Proceeds  for  the  capital. . . .  Takes  vp  his  lodgings  at 
Bernayy  where  he  is  overtaken  by  Mr.Hornheck,  whose 
head  he  longs  to  fortify, 

JDuRTxr,  this  clays  expedition,  Mr.  JoUertook  an. 
opportunity  of  imparting  \o  his  pupil  the  remarks 
lie  had  made  upon  the  industry  of  the  French,  as 
an  undeniable  proof  of  which  he  bade  him  cast  his 
eyes  around,  and  observe  with  what  care  every 
spot  of  ground  was  cultivated  ;  and  from  the  fer- 
tility of  that  province,  which  is  reckoned  the  poor- 
est in  France,  conceive  the  wealth  and  afRnence  of 
tlie  nation  in  general.  Peregrine,  amazed  as  well 
as  disgusted  at  this  infatuation,  answered,  that  what 
he  ascribed  to  industry  was  the  eflect  of  mere 
wretchedness ;  the  miserable  peasants  being  ob- 
liged io  plough  up  every  inch  of  ground  to  satis- 
fy their  oppressive  landlords,  while  they  them- 
selves and  their  cattle  looked  lilte  so  many  images 
of  famine  ;  that  their  extreme  poverty  was  evident 
from  the  face  of  the  couutry,  on  which  there  was 
not  one  inclosure  to  be  seen,  or  any  other  object, 
except  scanty  crops  of  barley  and  oats,  which 
could  never  rewarcl  the  toil  of  the  husbandman  ; 
that  their  habitations  were  no  better  thau  paultry 
huts  ;  that,  in  twentj' miles  of  extent,  not  one  gen- 
tleman's house  appeared  ;  that  nothing  was  more 
abject  and  forlorn  than  the  attire  of  their  country 
people ;  that  the  equipage  of  their  travelling  chaises 
was  infinitely  inferior  to  that  of  a  dung-cart  in 
England  ;  and  that  the  postillion,  who  then  drove 
their  carriage,  had  neither  stockuigs  to  his  legs, 
nor  a  shirt  to  his  back. 

The  governor,  finding  his  charge  so  untractabic,. 
resolved  to  leave  him  in  the  midst  of  his  own  ig- 
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norance  and  prejudice,  aiid  reserve  his  observations 
ibr  those  who  would  j)ay  more  deference  to  his 
opinion  :  and  indeed  this  resohition  lie  had  often 
made,  and  as  often  broken,  in  the  transports  of  his 
zeal,  that  frequently  hurried  him  out  of  the  plan 
of  conduct  which  in  his  cooler  moments  he  had 
laid  down.  They  hailed  for  a  refreshment  at  Mon- 
treuil,  and  about  seven  in  the  evening  arrived  at  a 
village  called  Bernay,  where,  Avhile  they  waited 
for  fresh  horses,  they  were  informed  by  the  land- 
lord, that  the  gates  of  Abbeville  were  shut  every 
night  punctually  at  eight  o'clock,  so  that  it  would 
be  impossible  tor  them  to  get  admittance.  He 
said,  there  was  not  another  place  of  entertainment 
on  the  road  where  they  could  pass  the  night ;  and 
therefore,  as  a  friend,  he  advised  them  to  stay  at 
his  house,  where  they  would  find  the  best  of  ac- 
commodation, and  proceed  upon  their  journey  be- 
times in  the  mornmg. 

IVIr.  Jolter,  though  he  had  travelled  on  that  road 
before,  could  not  recollect  whether  or  not  mine  host 
spoke  truth  ;  but  his  remonstrance  being  very 
plausible,  our  hero  determined  to  follow  his  ad- 
vice, and,  being  conducted  into  an  apartment, 
asked  what  they  could  have  for  sujipcr.  The 
landlord  mentioned  every  thing  that  was  eatable 
in  the  house,  and  the  whole  being  engrossed  for 
the  use  of  him  and  his  attendants,  he  amused  him- 
self till  such  time  as  it  should  be  dressed,  in  stroll- 
ing about  the  house,  which  stands  in  a  very  rural 
situation.  While  he  thus  loitered  away  the  time 
that  hung  heavy  on  his  hands,  another  chaise  ar- 
rived at  the  inn  ;  and,  upon  inquiry,  he  found  that 
the  new  comers  were  Mr,  Hornbeck  ^nd  his  lady. 
The  landlord,  conscious  of  his  inability  io  enter- 
tain this  second  company,  cainc  and  begged,  Avitli 
great  humiliation,  that  Mr.  Pickle  \Aould  spare 
tliem  some  part  of  the  victuals  he  had  bespoke , 
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but  iie  refused  to  part  Avitli  so  much  as  the  winjj 
-of  a  partridge,  thoug^h  at  the  same  time  he  sent  his 
comi)limer.ts  to  tlie  strangers,  and,  giving  tliem  to 
understand  how  ill  the  house  Avas  provided  for  their 
reception,  invited  them  to  partake  of  his  supper. 
Mr.  Horubeck,  who  was  not  deficient  in  point  of 
poUteness,  and  extremely  well  disj)osed  for  a  relish- 
ing meal,  which  he  had  reason  to  expect,  from 
the  savoury  steam  that  issued  from  the  kitchen, 
could  not  resist  this  second  instance  of  our  young 
gentleman's  civility,  which  he  acknowledged  by  a 
message,  importing  that  he  and  his  ^ ife  would  do 
themselves  the  pleasure  of  profiting  by  his  cour- 
teous ofier.  ]*cregrine's  cheeks  glowed  w  hen  lie 
found  himself  on  tlic  eve  of  Ix^ing  acquainted  wi(h 
Mrs.  Hornbeck,  of  whose  heait  he  had  already 
luadc  a  conquest  in  imagination  ;  and  he  forthwith 
set  his  invention  at  work  to  contrive  some  means 
of  defeating  her  husband's  vigilance. 

When  supper  was  ready,  he  in  person  gave 
notice  to  his  guest,  and  leading  the  lady  into  his 
apartment,  seated  her  in  an  elbow  chair  at  the  up- 
per end  of  the  table,  squeezing  her  hand,  and  dart- 
ing a  most  insidious  glance  at  the  same  time.  This 
abrupt  bcheviour  he  practised,  on  the  presumj)tion 
that  a  lady  of  her  breeding  was  not  to  be  addressed 
with  the  tedious  forms  that  must  be  observed  in 
one's  advances  to  a  person  of  birth  and  genteel  edu- 
cation. Jn  all  probabilitY  his  calculation  was  just ; 
for  Mrs.  liorntieck  gave  no  si^ns  of  discontent  at 
this  sort  of  treatment,  but,  on  tlic  contrary,  seem- 
ed to  consider  it  as  a  proof  of  the  3'oung  gentle- 
man's regard  ;  and  though  she  did  not  venture  to 
open  her  mouth  three  times  during  the  whole  re- 
j)ast,  she  shewed  hcrs(\'f  particularly  well  satisficfl 
with  her  cjitertainer,  by  sundry  sly  and  significant 
liuoks,  while  her  husband's  eyes  were  directed  aiT- 
other  way,  and  divers  loud  peals  of  laughter^^su^ 
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nit'jTinc;  lior  approbiilion  of  the  sallies  Mliich  ho 
iTmrotiu  (he  course  of  their  coiiversatioji.  Her 
spouse  began  ta  be  very  uneasy  at  the  frank  de- 
meanour of  his  yoke-fellow,  uhom  he  endeavoured 
to  check  in  her  vivacity,  b}'  assuniiuiij  a  severity 
of  aspect ;  but  whetlier  she  obeyed  (he  dictates  of 
her  own  disposhioji,  which  perhaps  was  merry  and 
nnrescrvetl,  or  wanted  to  punish  JMr.  Hornbeck 
for  his  jealousy  of  temper,  certain  it  is,  her  gaiety 
increased  to  such  a  degree,  tliat  her  husband  was 
grievously  alarmed  and  incensed  at  her  conduct, 
and  resolved  to  make  her  sensible  of  liis  displea- 
sure, by  (reading  in  secret  upon  her  toes.  He 
^vas,  however,  so  disconcer(ed  by  his  indignation, 
tliat  he  mistook  his  mark,  and  apjjlied  the  sharp 
heel  of  his  shoe  to  the  side  of  Mr.  Joher's  foot, 
coniprelu^nding  his  lilile  toe  that  was  s(udded  with 
an  angry  corn,  Avhich  he  invaded  with  such  a 
sudden  jerk,  that  the  governor,  unable  to  endure 
(he  (orture  in  silence,  s(ar(ed  uj),  and,  dancing  on 
(he  floor,  roan  il  hideously,  with  repeated  bcllow- 
ings,  (o  the  nr)speakable  enjoyment  of  Peregrine 
and  the  lad}-,  who  laughed  themselves  almost  into 
convulsions  at  (he  joke.  Hornbeck,  confounded 
a(  (he  mis(akc  he  had  c.ommi(ted,  begged  pardon 
of  (he  injured  (u(or  w'i(h  great  contri(ion,  protest- 
ing (hat  the  blow  lie  had  so  mifortunatcly  receiv- 
ed was  intended  ibr  an  ugly  cur  which  he  thought 
liad  posted  himself  under  the  table.  It  was  lucky 
ti)r  him  that  there  was  actually  a  dog  in  tlie  room, 
(o  jusiiiy  (his  excuse,  which  JoKer  admitted  widi 
(lie  (ears  miming  over  his  ciieeks;  and  the  econo 
n)y  of  the  table  was  recomposcd. 

As  soo]i,  however,  as  the  strangers  could  with 
decency  whhdraw,  (Ids  suspicions  husband  took 
his  leave  of  tlie  you(h,  on  pretence  of  being  ia- 
tigued  with  his  journey,  after  having,  by  way  of 
compliment,  proposed  (hat  they  should  travei  to- 
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gelher  next  day  ;  and  Peregrine  handed  the  lady 
to  her  chamber,  where  he  wished  her  good  night, 
with  another  warm  squeeze,  wliich  she  returned. 
This  favourable  hint  made  his  lieart  bound  with 
a  transport  of  joy  ;  he  lay  in  wait  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  declaring  ])imself,  and  seeing  the  hus- 
band go  down  into  the  yard  with  a  candle,  glid- 
ed softly  into  his  apartment,  where  he  found  her 
almost  undressed.     Impelled  by  the  impetuosity 
of  his  passion,  which  was  still  more  inflamed  by  her 
present  luscious  appearance,  and  encouraged  by 
the  approbation  she  had  already  expressed,   he 
ran  towards  her  with  eagerness,  crying,  '  zounds ! 
madam,  your  charms  are  irresistible!'  and,  witli- 
out  further  ceremony,  would  have  clasped  lier  in 
his  arms,  had  she  not  begged  him,  for  the  love  of 
God,  to  retire,  for  should  Mr.  Ilornbeck  return 
and  find  him  there,  she  would  be  undone  for  ever. 
lie  was  not  so  blinded  by  his  passion,  but  that  he 
saw  the  reasonableness  of  lier  fear ;  and  as  he  could 
not  pretend  to  crown  his  wishes  at  that  interview, 
he  avowed  himself  her  lover,  assured  her  that  he 
would  exhaust  his  whole  invention  in  finding  a 
proper  opportunity  for  throwing  himself  at  her  feet ; 
and  in  the  meantime  he  ravished  sundry  small  fa- 
vours, which  she,  in  tlic  hurry  of  her  fright,  could 
not  whhliold  from   his  impudence   of  address. 
Having  thus  happily  settled  the  preliminaries,  he 
withdrew  to  his  own  chamber,    and  spent   the 
whole  night  in  contriving  stratagems  to  elude  the 
jealous  caution  of  his  fellow-traveller. 
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